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BLIND    BABIE3 

AND    THE 
BUND  GIRL  WHO 


After  travelling  several  miles  on  Fulton 
street— this  was  in  Brookljm— the  Gates 
avenue  car  thought  better  of  it,  turned  into 
Gates  avenue  and  deposited  the  woman 
at  her  destination ,  the  asylum  for  the  little 
blind  babies. 

It  was  a  small  and  shining  two  story 
yellow  house  with  immaculate  white  cur- 
tains, next  to  a  large  yellow  house  with 
similar  immaculate  white  curtains.  Tliis 
large  house  seemed  to  look  protectingly 
side  wise  at  the  little  yellow  hDuse.  The 
big  yellow  house  is  the  Industrial  Home 
for  the  Blind,  and  the  protection  is  real. 
The  blind  men  give  the  blind  babies  the 
little  house  for  the  consideration  of  a 
ridiculously  low  rental  and  add  to  this 
generosity  by  watching  over  them. 

There  was  no  doorbell,  so  the  ^^sitor 
knocked.  Her  knock  was  answered  by 
a  yoimg  girl,  who  opened  the  door  laugh- 
ingly—a pretty  young  girl  with  yellow 
hair  and  eyes  that  flashed,  peculiarly  with 
a  quick  opening  and  shutting  of  the  lids. 

"l  was  sure  I  heard  some  one  krock," 
the  girl  said.  "The  bad  little  boys  rang 
the  bell  so  much  when  the  house  was  vrcant 
that  the  owners  took  it  off  and  never  put 
it  back  again." 


^     iy  this  time  the  woiran  was  in  tBefiaTTr 

and  the  girl,  reaclnng  out  a  little  white 
wavering  hand,  found  the  door  and  closed 
it  softly. 

She  showed  the  won- an  into  the  reception 
room  where  the  white  ci;rtains  were.  There 
the  visitor  introduced  herself  to  the  presi- 
dent, Mr^.  Fregca",  the  trained  nurse,  who 
first  cra^anized  the  asylum  for  blind  babies, 
begmning  up  in  the  Seventies  in  Manhattan 
in  a  little  flat  with  $30  for  the  work  and  the 
promise  of  $100.  Now,  tb.'nki  to  her, 
the  asylum  is  an  institution  linder  the 
supervision  of  the  International  Sunshire 
Branch  for  the  Blind,  with  a  summer  home 
for  Mind  babies  at  Brrtow  on  the  Sound. 

While  they  were  talking  the  girl  come  in 
at    the    door.     It    was    daylight,    but    she  ; 
walked  on  tiptoe  as  if  it  were  night  and  she 
was  Ffreid  of  waking  somebody. 

"This  is  Miss  Clark,"  said  Mrs.  Frege,ar, 
introducing  her,  "our  secretary  and  teacher 
for  the  blind  babies." 

The  woman  signalled  to  know  if  she  were 
totally  blina.  Mrs.  Fregear  answerea 
aloua: 

"The  cook  and  I  are  the  only  ones  in  the 
house  that  can  see,"  she  said. 

The  wcm.an  looked  quickly  at  the  girl 
to  see  if  this  saddened  her,  but  it  did  net, 
The  girl  laughed. 

"Yes,  I  ara  totally  blind,*  she  stiid. 
"I  must  show  you  her  typewriter,*  smiled 
Mrs.  Fregear,  "and  ask  her  to  write  for 
you.  She  does  very  beautiful  work.  She 
was  educe.ted  in  the  New  York  Blind  Asylum. 
She  was  there  for  twelve  years."  All  this 
while  the  girl  listened  smilingly,  accus- 
tom.ed.  rpparently,  to  bear  her  calamity 
discussed. 

The  president  showed  the  visitor  through 
the  dining  room.    She  showed  her  the  shin-  i 
ing  kitchen,  and  the  cook  who  could  see  and  I 
then  l6d  her  on  upstairs  to  the  room  in  which 
were  some  of  the  blind  children. 

Miss  Clark  had  preceded  them.  She  steed 
quietly  back  of  four  children  who  sat  in 
low  chairs  playing  with  toys.  Ihe  visitor 
was  introduced  to  the  children  one  at  a 
time.  They  rose  courteously,  psTticularly 
Cornelius,  who  hailed  from  Randall's  Island, 
but  who  possesses  the  manners  of  a  Che*- 
terfield. 

They  faltered  toward  the  sound  of  her 
voice,  searched  for  her  hand  with  their 
little  chill,  wavering  hands  and  shook  it. 
One  little  girl  lingered  over  it. 
"Nice  big  hand,"  she  cooed. 
"She  means  to  be  complimentary,"  hastily 
explained   Mrs.   Fregear  at  the   woman's 
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consternation— her  hand  wasn't  so  very 
big.  she  wore  a  No.  6  glove,  and  if  times 
were  good,  a  S^i^—"  Julia  thinks  everything 
big  is  lovely.  It  is  the  height  of  her  am- 
bition to  grow  to  be  a  woman  6  feet  tall, 
perhaps  to  compensate  for  her  loss  of 
sight.     8ing,"  she  said,  gently. 

Thereupon  they  stood  in  a  row  and  sang. 
They  sang  something  about  thanking  God 
for  the  daylight  and  the  blessed  sunshine. 

Somehow  it  hardly  seemed  to  the  woman 
to  be  an  appropriate  song.  She  tried  hard 
to  think  of  some  joke  to  counteract  the 
effect.  But  she  couldn't  for  the  life  of  her 
think  of  a  joke,  so  she  looked  away  from 
the  little  sightless  eyes  out  of  the  window 
till  the  song  was  finished. 

Then  one  of  the  little  girls  brought  her  a 
doll  to  look  at. 

"Some  one  sent  them  rag  dolls,"  said 
Mrs.  Fregear.  "It  was  a  good  thing.  They 
forget  and  leave  their  dolls  around  on  the 
floor.  Then  they  get  stepped  on.  It 
doesn't  matter  if  it  is  a  rag  doll." 

The  largest  girl  began  to  find  her  way 
to  her  crib.  She  ran  her  small,  hesitating 
hand  along  the  mantel.  Finally,  reaching 
tha  crib,  she  put  her  hand  under  the  pillow 

and  brought  out  her  dioll. 

"I  k3ep  Susy  here,"  she  said,  "where  I 
am  sure  she  won't  get  stepped  on." 

Cornelius  was  passing  a  rubber  dog  back 
and  forth  before  his  eyes  in  an  ineffectual 
attempt  to  see  it.  Abraham,  also  from 
Randall'o  Island,  sitting  in  a  low  chair,  was 
playing  a  fantasie  in  G  minor  on  the  seat 
of  a  higher  chair  in  front  of  him,  while 
Olive  Van  Etten  had  gone  into  a  comer 
by  herself  and  was  putting  her  doll  to 
sleep. 

"Come  in  the  next  room,"  said  Mrs. 
Fregear.  "There  is  a  child  in  there  I  want 
you  to  see." 

The  woman  wondered  afterward  if  it 
was  becau3e  Mrs.  Fregear  thought  she  was 
too  light  hearted  that  she  wanted  her  to 
see  this  child.  ,,„ 

Mrs.  Fregear  opened  the  door  of  a  room 
in  which  a  short  haired  sightless  little  girl 
was  standing  in  a  litter  of  broken  play- 
things. The  child  ran  to  Mrs.  Fregear, 
clasped  her  about  the  knees  and  bit  at 
her. 

"She  seems  very  nearly  hopeless,"  said 
Mrs.  Fregear,  "but  she  isn't.  She'il  c;m^ 
out  all  right  by  and  by  when  she  begini  to 
isarn. 

"They  are  often  like  this  among  the  very 
poor.    Thi=j  girl  comes  from  the  slums  of. 


S  le  speaks  a  jumble  of  three 
It  ii  impossible  to  urjlderatand 


Brooklyn. 

languages 
h3r. 

"She  hag  been  blind  from  her  birth. 
They  are  like  little  wild  beasts  when  they 
have  been  blind  from  their  birth  and  are  of 
the  very  poor,  with  no  one  to  care  for  them, 
with  no  one  to  teach  them.  They  are  like 
jumping  jacks  sometimes,  standing  before 
windows  for  hours,  beating  their  hands 
about,  rolling  their  heads  from  side  to 
side  trying  to  find  the  light. 

"Maud,  Maud!  See  how  your  stockings 
have  come  down  from  kicking  the  doors." 

Tae  door  opened  noiseiesoiy.  Tne  blind 
girl  tiptoed  in.  She  went  directly  toward 
the  child,  took  her  by  the  hand  and  led  her 
to  a  seat  near  by  against  the  wall.  She 
took  the  seat,  raised  the  child  and  lifted 
her  into  her  lap. 

All  this  was  done  with  infinite  tender- 
ness, with  exquisite  gentleness,  but  the 
child  repaid  it  with  blows.    She  bit  at  her. 

** There,  there!"  soothed  the  blind  girl. 
"There,  there!" 

"We  have  to  keep  Maud  by  herself,"  re- 
sumed the  president.  "At  first  she  got  up 
in  the  night,  went  to  the  other  children's 
cots  and  diagged  them  out.  She  bit  them. 
She  is  like  a  little  animal  in  her  utter  hope- 
lessness. 

"You  can  fancy  the  hopelessness  of  being 
not  only  blind,  but  without  the  intelligence 
to  counteract  it.  It  is  what  we  are  here 
for,  to  supply  the  intelligence. 

"At  first  this  child  seemed  to  have  abso- 
lutely no  rule  of  life  to  go  by.  For  ex- 
ample, she  went  to  bed  at  12  in  the  daytime 
and  got  up  at  12  in  the  night." 

"Hush!  Hush,"  whispered  the  woman. 
She  wanted  a  moment  in  wliich  to  forget 
the  total  darkness  of  this.  "Go  on,"  s^e 
said  then. 

"It  was  weeiis  before  we  could  break  her 
of  that,"  Mrs.  Fregear  went  on.  "She  had 
had  no  one  to  teach  her  the  hours  of  the 
day  or  the  night.  She  comes  from  the  very 
poor  who  have  to  work  always,  who  ha^'e 
no  time  to  care  for  their  blind.  So  many 
more  poor  children  are  blind  than  rich,  so 
many  that  if  we  went  out  to  look  for  them 
they  would  fill  hundreds  of  such  houses  as 
this." 

"Why  l^  t^at?"  asked  the  woman. 

"Principally  because  their  mothers  at  the 
time  of  their  birth  have  no  competent 
nurses.  Often  when  the  baby  is  bom  they 
have  none  at  all.  Then  the  child'j  eyes  are 
not  cared  for.    Proper  precautions  are  not 
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taken.    Apparently  slight  tl  ing3  will  cause 
blindness  in  the  new  bom  baby." 

The  blind  girl  had  partly  succeeded  in 
quieting  t'-e  caild.  SI  e  eang  to  her  in  a 
soft,  crooning  voice.  The  tired  head  of  the 
child  was  on  her  shoulder.  She  held  the 
blind  girVj,  hand  to  her  lips,  but  she  no 
lonarer  bit  it. 

"S'le  i^  the  only  one  who  can  quiet  the 
child,"  Mi's.  Fregear  said. 

Presently  the  blind  girl  followed  them 
in  the  same  noiseless  way,  feeling  her  way 
along  the  wall  with  her  little,  wavering 
hand.  She  allowed  them  to  go  into  hor 
room  and  see  her  tjTDewriter.  It  was  a 
very  small  room,  but  the  woman  comforted 
herself  by  reasoning  that  the  blind  girl 
could  hardly  realize  how  small  it  was. 

While  they  were  looking  at  the  type- 
writer Mrs.  Fregear  went  up  stairs  for 
something.  The  blind  girl  fingered  the 
disk  and  pressed  the  keys.  They  were 
not  raised  key^  for  the  blind.  She  simply 
knew  the  letters  by  their  position  on  the 
di^k.    She  wrote  beautifully. 

The  woman  put  questions: 

"Have  you  always  been  blind?"  she, 
asked.  ^ 

•Since  I  wa*;  5*    (Still  writing.) 

*How  old  are  you  now?" 

"How  old  would  you  think?" 

"Nineteen,"  guess?d  the  woman. 

The  blind  girl's  "^gay  laugh  rang  out.  It 
was  astonishing,  the  gay«-ty  of  her  laugh. 

"I  am  30,"  she  said. 

It  was  incredible.  The  young,  round 
fac3,  the  lig  it  blond  hair  pushed  back 
from  a  high,  white  forehead,  the  fresh  color, 
the  face  absolutely  without  wrinkles. 

"Some  one  who  came  here,"  she  remarked, 
"thought  I  was  16.  I  think  it  is  he- 
cause  I  never  worry.  Worry  makes  moT9 
wrinklas  than  anything  else." 

Mrs.  Fregear  had  come  back  and  taken 
a  seat  on  the  couch. 

"Show  her  your  lace,"  she  said. 

The  blind  girl  got  up,  groped  gracefully 
toT7ard  the  chiffonier,  opened  first  one 
drawer  and  then  another  and  fl4iaUy 
brought  out  some  knitted  lace,  which  she 
put  into  the  lap  of  the  woman. 

"I  lay  it  away  first  in  one  place  and  then 
in  another,"  she  said;  "then  I  have  hard 
times  finding  it." 

"Read  her  a  littl3  story,"  suggested  Mrs. 
Fregear.  "Last  summer  at  the  blind 
babies'  summer  home  at  Bartow  Miss  Clark 
read  to  the  babies  till  her  fingers  ached." 

Miss  Clark  took  a  long  white  thick  bool^. 
opened  it  and  ran  her  fingers  nimbly  over 


the  pages  to  find  a  story  ad.ipted  to  the 
intellect  of  the  woman.  Then  she  read  in 
a  sweet  voice  some  fable,  to  the  words  of 
which  the  woman  only  half  listened  for 
listening  to  the  sweetness  of  the  voice. 

Afterward  she  opened  the  drawers  of 
her  desk  and  showed  her  work,  the  letter.- 
sho  wrote  in  carrying  on  the  corresponderujr 
of  the  establishment,  the  cards  with  raised 
letters.  She  talked  meanwhile  of  the 
children. 

"I  have  most  of  the  care  of  them,"  she 
said.  "It  is  good  for  the  little  blind  children 
to  be  cared  for  by  the  blind.  We  under- 
stand them.  It  is  impossible  to  under- 
stand tbe  blind  unless  you  are  blind  your- 
self. 

"I  dre33  and  undress  them.  I  bath© 
them.  To-mght  is  their  bath  night.  I 
am  teaching  them  to  bathe  themselves. 
Little  Cornelius  already  dresses  himself 
very  well  indeed.  I  never  thmk  of  them 
a«  blind." 

She  was  quiet  a  little  while. 
"It  isn't  such  a  very  terrible  thing  to  be 
blind,"  she  said  then.'/'and  yet  it  is  ternble. 
too,  never  to  see  the  light. " 

Two  electric  lights  had  been  turned 
on  ill  the  room.  The  woman  motioned 
to  the  president  to  know  if  the  bhnd  girl 
distmguished  those  lights.  Mrs.  iregea# 
shook  her  head  in  the  negative.  Her  lips 
moved  in  the  words,  "Totally  blind." 

"Anyway,"  continued  the  blind  girl, 
"there  is  no  use  crying  over  spill' d  milk. 
Tf  you  are  blind  you  are  blind.'ana  that's 
all  there  is  to  it. 

"I  am  tfying  to  teach  the  children  to  be 
happy  in  their  blindness.  I  am  not  un- 
happy. And  I  have  been  blind  for  twenty* 
five  years.  I  saw  for  five  yetrs,  just  long 
enough  to  realize  how  good  it  is  to  see. 

"Now,  too,  the  more  I  go  ebout  smong 
oeopl©  the  more  I  realize  how  much  there 
i?  to  S33.  Tint  nn.ke^  ma  rais^  my  sight. 
It  is  a  thin-:;  you  never  get  used  to,  blind- 
ne'*^.  but  or>e  mns"-  Vp  rptient." 

Sre  fitoprf'd  suddenly.    A  fush  rose  to 
her  face.    "The  sightless  eyes  flashed,  then 
closed. 
The  woman  got  up  abruptly. 
S'-e   wanted   to  get  out    where  people 
could  see,  where  they  went  about  without 
searohmg    their    way    with     little    whi  e 
quivering    hands,  where,  though    it    was 
j  pitch  dark,  midr  ight,  yet  they  tad  wide 
op  n  eyes  that  could  see. 

The    president  smiled    at  her    under- 

standin2:ly.  S^ie  undertook  to  coi.ifort  her. 

"S'low  her  your  petty  watch,"  she  told 

the  blind  girl,  as    if   t^e   woiran  were  a 

child  to  be  comforted  by  plavthings. 

T^e  girl  took  cut  her  watch,  Ofened  it 
and  handed  it  to  the  woman.  "There  were 
little  rubies  raised  telling  tbe  time. 


"The  clock  there  tells  me  the  time,  too," 
she  rdded,  "by  striking:  every  five  minutes 
if  I  want  it  to.  It  is  a  very  kindly  little 
clook  to  have.* 

The  woman  took  her  hand,  then  went 
out  of  the  room,  leaving  the  blmd  gir! 
sitting  in  the  dark  surrounded  by  light. 

The  president  and  the  woman  lingered 
a  while  in  the  sitting  room,  talking  of  the 
blind. 

*That  girl  pives  her  serviues  to  the  chil- 
dren,* she  said,  *  S'e  will  accept  no  pay. 
S'^e  is  invaluable  and  as  remarkahle  m 
many  ways  as  Helen  Keller.  The  children 
are  devoted  to  her.  Particularly  Corne- 
lius. I  don't  know  what  we  should  do 
without  her  in  this  home." 

At  that  moment  there  were  footstor>» 
on  the  stairs.  The  woman  went  to  the 
door  to  look. 

The  children  crept  down  single  file,  their 
little  quivering  hands  wandering  along 
the  banisters,  their  eyes  searching  the 
light,  the  taller  girl  first.  Then  came  the 
others.  Then  followed  last  of  all  the  blind 
girl  leadin?:  Cornelius  by  the  hand. 

They  descended  the  last  step,  they 
rounded  f'^e  comer  with  the  ouiet  almost 
noiseless  step  of  the  blind,  and  began  de- 
scending the  steps  to  the  basement  and 
the  supper  room,  this  time  the  little  blind 
teacher  first. 

"The  blind  leading  the  blind,**  said  Mrs. 
Fregear. 


Pi  JtJAND  AT  BLIND  BABIES'  HUiViu 

r 


ute  .  .X*t*y^*nl— MraL  ^rice    Coliard.    5G 
ton  ^^lUitJOerfc/^y. 

„ixstr  .  "^^e-»»gfdent— Mrs.  Augustus 
Ci-evelinc.  It  Gienwood  avenue,  Jersey 
C?Uy. 

■Second  Vice-president— :Mrs.  A.  T.  Beck- 
ett. Postoffice  Box  66,   Sal'im. 

Recording   Secretary— Mrs.    John   Hyatt. 
r239  Mt.   T>rospect  avenue,  'Newartc. 
^' ■  Treasurer— Mrs.      ^Anna      Conover.       225 
Sroad  street,  Newark. 

Corresp  'fding  Secretary  and  Chairma.n 
of  the  Press  Department  for  the  State  of 
New  Jersey— Mrs.  Ellen  M.  Staples.  93S 
Hudson  reet.  Hoboken.  to  wliom  all 
communic  itlons  Intended  for  publication 
thould  be  addressed. 

Headquarters— 96  Fifth  avenue.  New 
Tork  city. 

Ihls  department  will  appear  in  the 
NEWS  every  Saturday. 

It  was  worth  while  being  at  the  BlttlfP* 
Babies'  Home  last  Monday.  A  woman 
whose  children  had  outgrown  toys  had 
sent  to  the'TTttle  ones  at  the  home  the 
most  realistic  "counterfeit  presentment" 
of  a  menagerie  that  could  possibly  be 
Imagined,  and  with  it  the  children  had  a 
regular  "red-letter"  day. 


It  is  a  largo  collection,  and  in  It  each 
animal  has  its  own  Individual  cage.  Th3 
beasts  are  clevery  fashioned  from  wood, 
and  painted  in  the  proper  and  natural 
colorings..  Of  course,  the  coloring  was 
lost  upon  these  little  people,  but  every 
other  y(i3etail  of  the  toys -Jtvas  appreciated 
to  the  utmost.  It  was  a  particuin^'y  t'rae- 
ly  gift,  for  only  a  few  days  be:'f>r';  it  was 
received  the'  cbildren  had  been  taken  to 
the  zoo,  where  they  had  touched  the 
cages,  hea,rd  the  lions  roar  and  l>it--,ned 
to  the  m<>nkp"<'s  chattering.  They  had.-ivfen 
petted  -^1  ^  '-  and  fawns,  and  squirrels 

had    0  nto    their   laps    and    helped 

ther;i  peanuts    fropi    the    paper 

bags  '.    .-,  ried. 

Of  oou  ■  ,.  their  first  thought  on  return- 
ing nad  ..een  how  best  to  put  this  new 
experience  into  a  game,  for  they  always 
try  to  do  everything  over  again  in  their 
own  fashion.  And  before  any  plan  had 
been  perfected  there  arrived  this  menag- 
erie. The  sightless  children  "fed"  the 
animals,  put  them  in  and  took  them 
from  their  cages,  made  them  "roar"  and 
finally  had  a  "circus  parade"  with  the 
Blind  Babies'  "Orchestra"  turned  into  a 
brass  band  and  leading  the  procession! 
«    *    • 

Miss  Nellie  Booz,  president  of  the  Fair- 
view  Branch,  was  one  of  the  helpers  at 
headquarters  last  Saturday. 

*  *    • 

An  unsigned  letter  mailed  from  East 
Orange  reads  as  follows:  "This  is  the 
anniversary  of  the  birth  of  my  dear  dead 
mpther  and 'in  her  name  and  for  her  sake 
I  am  sending  a  package  of  her  belongings, 
some  quite  new,  others  but  slightly  used, 
as  gifts  to  old  people  to  whom  they  may 
be  of  service." 

*  *    * 

One  dollar  in  stamps  has  been  received 
at  headquarters  from  a  friend  in  Rah  way, 
and  for  the  addition  to  Blind  Babies' 
Home,    Miss    Emily    L.    Hookway,    of    40 

Vernon  terrace,  East  Orange,  sends  $5. 

*  »    * 

Two  new  names  of  New  Jersey  mem- 
bers for  the  Four  Score  Branch,  have  been 
sent  to  headquarters  by  Miss  Genevieve 
Wyckoff,  president  of  Riverview  Branch 
of  Millstone.  One  of  the  new  members  is 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hulse,  of  Millstone,  N.  J., 
R.  F.  D.  No.  1.  She  will  be  eighty-five 
years  old  on  September  29  next.  Mrs. 
Jacob  Abel,  of  the  same  address,  is  a 
ehut-in  who  will  be  ninety-two  on  April  5. 
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TO  the  Btinci  Babies'  Home  on  Long  Island 
Melba Ii  i  I  I  n  TTn'  milii  iil.ln  i  auto- 
graph, which  she  augmented  by  several 
hundred  dollars.  And  from  her  farewell 
stage  supper  she  dashed  off  a  signed  menu 
to  the  starving  or  thirsty  beneficiaries  of  th 
Actors'  Fund. 
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"Mclba  Annex"  for  Blind  Babies'  Home 

The  Hpnn^or  Blind  Babies,  to  which 
Mme.  Mjelba  VtUlizibuted  rlie  .sum  raised 
by  the  Sale  of  Tier  autogrraphs,  has  just 
opened  a  new  wing,  to  be  known  as  the 
"  Melba  Annex." 


JV.  V.  lA/orl(JL.   BrpokUn  £glvtto->v 


Cnre  for  tlic^Hnd. 

,  The  aJinual  meetin?  of  the  Interna- 
tional EiWijJteT^or  the  Blind  will  be  held 
on  Saturday,  April  20,  at  11  A.  M.,  at  the 
International  Sunshine  Sanitarium  and 
Rest  Home,  Cropsey  and  Twenty-third 
avenues,  Bensonhurst  -  by  -  the  -  Sea, 
Brooklyn. 


Tlew    Vo-rk   Post. 


^   MEETING  FOR/LIND  BABIES. 

of   '^hi^r^'^qMly   Public   Home    in 
to   Be   Discussed. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  International 
Branch  for  the  Blind  will  be  held  at  the 
International  Sunshine  Sanitarium  and  Rest 
Home,  Crop'Sey  and  Twenty-third  Avenues, 
Bensonhurst-by-the-Sea,  Brooklyn,  on  Sat- 
urday, April  20,  at  11  A.  M.  Afterwards 
members  will  go  by  street  car  to  the  blind 
bahies'  new  home,  not  far  distant. 

This  is  the  only  home  for  blind  babies  in 
the  Sta.te,  and  it  costs  $5  a  week  to  board, 
nurse,  and  teach  each  child.  The  daily 
average  of  children  cared  for  is  twenty, 
turn  about  being  taken  on  account  of  the 
limited  capacity  of  the  building.  Forty 
children  are  on  the  waiting  list.  The  in- 
debtedness on  the  home  now  amounts  to 
about  $8,000.  ^ 
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^ome  for  Blind  Babies  Seeking   ^ 
e      Recognition  by  City  and  State 

Forty-Two  Unfortunate  Tots  Cared  for  in  Sunshine  Quarters 

During:  the  Last  Year — Work  Greatly  Aided  by 

Donation  of  Building  Now  Occupied. 

OFFIIOEiRS  of  the  Sunshine  Home 
for  Blind  Babies  held  their  an- 
nual meetin.g  last  week  at  the 
beautiful  new  home  on  Dyker 
■Heights,  The  story  told  of  the 
events  of  the  clo,slng  year  by 
"Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C.  Furman,  secre- 
tary of  the  International  Sunshine  Branch 
for  the  iBliml,  is  an  interesting  one. 


During-  the  year  the  hame  passed 
through  many  vicissitudes  and  for  three 
months  four  of  the  little  inmates  hovered 
between  life  and  death  with  typhoid  fever. 
But  such  careful  plans  'have  been  made  for 
providing  for  the  children  and  there  have 
been  so  many  bright  rays  that  new  hope 
has  been  created  and  new  energy  Inspired 
for  these  hel-pless  little  ones  whom  nobody 
seemed  to  know  were  in  existence  until 
Sunshine  brought  them  forward. 

The  latest  "bright  ray"  has  been  the 
recognition  of  the  needs  of  -the  klndergart- 1 
jen  by  the  Board  of  Education,  which  from 
now  on  win  superintend  the  early  educa- 
tion of  the  children,  and  which  has  given 
rise  to  the  hope  In  the  hearts  of  Mrs. 
Alden,  Mrs.  Tregear  and  the  other  work- 
lers  for  the  home  that  before  another  year 
Bhall  have  passed  the  home  will  be  recog- 
nized by  the  city  and  State. 

During  the  year  forty-two  children,  In 
compianies  of  twenty  at  a  time,  have  been 
ifed  and  clothed,  trained  In  the  kinder- 
garten and  maintained  in  every  respect  aa 
one  big,  sunshine  family. 

The  city  at  the  present  time  Is  paying 
foir  eight  of  these  children,  five  are  being 
paid  for  by  their  parents,  three  havA 
"Sunshine  'mothers,"  which  means  that  a 
member  of  the  society  Is  furnishing  the 
necessary-  $2  a  week  for  their  support,  and 
o^thers  who  have  no  one  to  look  after 
them  are  being  supported  by  the  Inter- 
natlon.  Sunshline  Society. 
;  Mrs.  iMargaret  I.  Adams  ihas  endowed  a 
crib  Jn  the  hom.e  fo^r  one  year,  named  in 
imemory  of  Baby  Elinor,  which  is  occupied 
by  Emma  Klngsland,  whose  "Sunshine 
mother"  is  (Mrs.  Adams.  Mrs.  Eugenie 
iProut  'has  adopted  little  Rachael  for  a 
year,  and  Miss  E.  C.  Patterson  sends  510 
a  'momth  for  the  care  of  Harold  Hearn. 

Seven  children  have  been  prepared  for 
the  State  Sctiool,  and  another  will  be  ready 
to  enter  in  the  fall.  Some  of  the  children 
who  have  been  graduated  from  the  kin- 
dergarten have  no  'home  and  in  summer 
when  the  State  School  closes  they  will  re- 
turn to  the  Sainshine  Home  to  f ipend -tlheiFi 
J  vacation. 

Last  April  the  children  w-ere  moved  from 
the  home  in  Gates  avenue  to  the  old 
jCropsey  hcmestead,  Bensonhurst,  where 
t'hey  spent  a  most  ha,ppy  summer,  but 
'when  time  came  for  them  to  return  fhe 
little  family  ihad  grown  so  large  there  was 
not  room  enough  for  them  in  the  Gates 
avenue  home. 

The  project  of  building  an  addition  was 
discussed,  but  abandoned,  es  the  building 
did  not  belong  to  them,  and  then  through 
a  (kind  friend  the  beautiful  home  now  oc- 
cupied by  them  was  obtained  and  a  gen- 
erous period  of  time  given  to  pay  the 
mortgage  of  $10,000  resting  on  t'he  proD- 
erty.  ^ 


Througih  the  suffgestion  of  Mrs.  E.  P."! 
Camiplbell  (buildlngr  fund  envelopes  were 
sent  to  iSunshiners  e^very-where,  that  each 
might  collec't  dimes  to  heLp  maintain  the 
new  ihome.  Through  Mrs.  Campfbell's  per- 
sonal efforts  over  $100  iWas  raised,  and  in' 
three  weeks  $2,000  'was  Ibanked  and  suffl-; 
cient  ifunds  thus  proivided  for  necessary' 
repairs,  taxes  and  interest  on  Xhe  lyiort- 
g-age,  all  through  these  little  envelcpes. 

'The  work  has  grown  .so  that  it  has  'be- 
coime  necessary  to  enclose  one  of  the 
piazzas  to  make  more  donmltory  space,  and 
this  expense  will  (be  .met  <by  the  Queen 
E-sther  ICircle,   of  Brooklyn.  | 

[In  iNovember  an,  annual  "house  warm- 
ing" was  given  Toy  the  Entertainment  Com- 
mittee and  the  Advisory  Board  of  tihe 
So.uthern  'New  York  State  Division,  and  on 
the  first  (Monday  of  each  month  since  then 
donation  receptions  have  heen  given,  pre- 
sided over  (by  somie  special  toranch,  and  so 
the  -provision  closets  of  the  home  'have  been 
kept  well  stocked. 

In  the  Sunshine  Branch  tfor  Blind  Baibiea 
there  are  now  433  meimibers,  who  contribul^ 
over  $5  a  year,  and  several  'hundred  who 
contribute  less  than  that  amount,  inakin-T 
a  great  increase  o\'er  Jast  year,  tout  every 
penny  that  can  be  gleaned  will  be  needed, 
for  many  dear  little  sightless  ones  have 
had  to  Ibe  refused  admission  during  the 
past  months,  and  It  looks  as  if  in  the  near 
future  a  wing  avill  have  to  (be  added  to  the 
'present  structure. 

Several  Sunshine  (branches  contribute 
Sipecifled  amounts  each  month  toward  the 
payment  of  the  milk  Ibill,  which  is  very 
large,  while  among  regular  contributors 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  work  are  a 
numJber  of  life  imemlbers,  each  of  whom 
have  given  $100  a  year  or  over,  among 
them  Mrs.  IT.  (M.  (MoCredie,  !Mr.  Emerson 
MciMillan,  (Mrs.  iRiehard  Mansfleld,  iMrs. 
C.  ill.  Ourtin,  iM.  F.  Adams,  (Mr.  William, 
Appleton,  Emma  Sunshine  Branch;  Mr. 
EdJward  Bok,  Jaco'b  iSchiff,  Mrs.  J.  IH.I 
Henry,  IMr.  J.  H.  Henry,  Mrs.  W.  Tucker- 
man,  Alden  Branch,  Mime.  Meltoa,  Mr. 
Richard  Mansifleld,  Mrs.  M.  Claire  Finney, 
C.  iR.  Hyde,  >W.  B.  Everett,  Mrs.  F.  P. 
Fish,  Mr.  John  IHarsen  Rhoades,  Miss  Nina 
Rhoades,  M.iss  N.  (M.  iHalstcad,  The  Indus- 
trial Home  for  Blind  Men,  Mrs.  Eugenie 
Prout,  Mrs.  B.  iNewhall,  Miss  E.  C  Peter- 
son, and  Mrs.  Loraine  Homans. 

Among  (those  contributing  from  ^0  to 
$100  annually  are  Miss  Anna  B.  Halstead, 
Mrs.  Tj.  Satterlee,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Erlich, 
the  King's  Daug'hters  of  the  Tom-pklns  Av- 
enue Ohurch,  Woman's  Century  Club,  Mrs. 
Matilda  W.  Bruce,  Mr.  A.  Abraiham  land 
Miss  Sara  Esterbrook,  while  on  the  list  of 
sustaining  members  are  to  toe  found  the 
names  of  Mr.  A,  Lichtenstein,  Mrs.  Sarah. 
B.  Gibbs,  G.  G.  Sherrltit,  Emma  B.  Van 
Dusen,  H.  iL.  Smith,  Mri?.  j.  h.  Ten 
Broeck,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Benamin,  Mr.  Aavln 
Young,    Mrs.    Walter    A.    Lowrie   *  Macon 


Sunshine  Branch,  Brooklyn,  Miss  Harriet 
Ag:er,  president;  Miss  Mary  Latimer,  Mr. 
A.  S.  Gundrum,  Miss  Sara,  Bsterbrook, 
!MIss  Nellie  Grant  Wyman,  Mrs.  M.  Cong- 
don,  Mrs.  E.  H.  Sebring-,  'Miss  Elma  Eard- 
ley,  Miss  E.  C.  Peterson,  Lebanon  Sun- 
shine Branch,  Mrs.  W.  Diffenderffer  su- 
perintendent; the  Little  Helpers'  Sunshine 
Branch,  the  Marine  and  Field  Club  T  J 
Warburton,  CMiss  Mary  A.  Barr  aAd  the 
Lafayette  Avenue  Presbyterian  Sundavi 
School,  through  Miss  McFarland,  jf 
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PITY  FOR  BUio"  babies' 
ASEED  OF  CLUB  WOMEN 


n^d 


n  Appeals   ip  the  Long 
sland  Council  of  Clubs. 


I 


TEARS  SHED  AT  HER  REPORT 


story  of  Previous  Neglect  of  Utile  Ones 

Causes  Hearers  to  Promise 

to  Aid  Work. 


To   bring   sunshine    into    the   Il-^es   of   the 

adult  blind,  says  the  International  Sunshine 

Society,   reach   out   to   the   sightless   babies 

'  and     train     them     for     useful     lives.      Mrs. 

Cynthia   Westover   Aldeu's    plea   on    behalf 

of  the   little   ones,   before   the    Long   Island 

Council  of  Women's   Clubs,   in  Forty-ninth 

sireet,      Brooklyn,      yesterday,      met      with 

I  hearty    response.    Many    tears    fell    at    her 

1  sad  report  of  the  plight  of  blind  children  in 

i  New    York,    though    the    hearers    found    a 

little  comfort  in  the  story  of  the  good  work 

being  done  in  the  Sun^ine  Society's  Home 

j  for   Blind   Babies,    in   Eighty-fourth   street, 

Dyker  Heights. 

This  home  has  proved  the  salvation  of 
many  children,  who  were  threatened  with 
loss  of  sanity,  following  loss  of  ^ight.  Mar- 
velous changes  have  been  brought  about 
by  the  oversight  of  those  in  charge. 


"Why  do  club  wom^n  of  New  York 
neglect  the  needs  of  the  blind  children 
under  eight  years?"  was  the  subject  of 
Mrs.  Alden's  address. 

The  women  who  heard  it  were  seized>  by 
a  spirit  of  endeavor,  which  is  not  likely  to 
drop  to  the  level  of  indifference. 

"You  ipay  have  your  cat  cayed  or;  you 
may  board  out  your  ^og;  there  are  hospi- 
tals for  other  dumb  animals;  but  no  State 
or  city  contributed  one  cent  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  blind  child  under  8  year?  old 
until  the  opening  of  the  blind  babies' 
home."  Mrs.  Alden  said. 

The  lack  of  interest  among  club  women 
wal  attributed  to  their  lack  of  knowledge 
of  the  conditions.  It  was  decided  an  ap- 
peal should  be  made  to  the  SJLate  to  pro- 
vide for  the  afflicted  little  ones.  It  was 
urged  that  the  word  "destitute"  in  the  (>ase 
of  the  blind  babies  should  be  taken  to  mean 
children  who  lacked  care,  for  a  bljnd  child, 
oven  though  it  hare  food  and  shelter,  if  left 
to  itself  develops,  into  an  idiot, 

'With  the  exception- of  eight  children  who 
are  destitute  in  th.e  accepted  sense  of  the 
word,  the  inmates  of  the  home  are  sup- 
ported by  the  contributions  of  kind  hearted 
persons.  Seventy  helpless  little  ones  are 
on  the  home'ss  waiting  list. 

The  White  bill  came  up  for  discussion 
and  the  servant  problem  received  atten- 
tion. It  looked  as  if  the  Sunshine  Society 
would  have  a  corner  in  servants,  and  the 
dovecotes  of  other  clubwomen  would  be 
deserted  for  the  Sunshiners  talked  long  on 
the  question:  "How  may  nomes  be  made 
more  attractive  to  girl  servants,  and  thus 
keep  them  from  going  to  work  in  fac- 
tories?" Various  plans  for  such  a  do- 
mestic Utopia  were  put  forth,  interspersed 
with  questions  and  stories. 

"Why  shouldn't  a  maid  be  permitted  to 
go  out  every  evening  to  do  anything  she 
pleases?"   one   wc-man   agked. 

"Why,  bless  you,  she  does,"  retorted  a 
neighbor.  "Now,  my  idea  is  that  woman 
should  make  the  room  she  gen'erally  uses 
as  a  storeroom  into  a  pretty  little  living 
room  for  the  maid,  with  everything  she 
v/ants  t9  amuse   her." 

A  dweller  In  a  flat  arose  and  called  a 
halt. 

"Tl>e  modern  flat  hasn't  any  such  thing  as 
a  storeroomr'  said  she.  That  truth  acted 
as  a  wet  blanket  on  the  promoter  of  the 
plan,  and  she  refused  to  reply. 

"Then  every  one  talked  ^t  once,  telling  of 
exceptional  experiences  they  had  had  with 
maids,  from  those  who  went  out  arrayed  In 
the  mistresses'  best  toggery  t«  maids  who 
Insisted  on  pianos. 

The   Sunshine    Convention   closes   to-night 
with   a  concert   given    by    the   band   of   the  ' 
Thirteenth  regiment.  Coast  Artillery'.  1 
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Blind  Babies'  Home  Asks  for  Help. 
^^TlA  A  International  Sunshine  Society, 
tJp»TJgS^itsJ*€«surer,  Mrs.  Cynthia  West- 
0"Jbp  Alden,  has  sent  out  an  appeal  for  con- 
tributions to  help  pay  off  a  mortgage  of  $5,000 
on  its  Blind  Babies'  Home,  the  only  home 
in  the  State  for  blind  children  under  the 
age  of  S  years.  Contributions  may  be 
sent  to  Mrs.  Alden  at  96  Fifth  avenue,  the 
offices  of  the  society.  The  society  ac- 
knowledges a  contribution  of  $3  from  J.  V. 
Poly  of  Flushing;  to  buy  toys  for  blind 
Imbiesartd  one  of  S5  from  "E.S.V.,"  Yonkers, 
to  aid  the  home. 


JbLTue  30.  1^07 . 

'       '     TO  AID  BLIND  BABIES. 

Miss  Lillian  Shaw  of  Borough  Park  has 
arranged  with  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Al- 
den. president  general  of  the  Buixshine 
Society,  to  repeat,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Blmd  Babies  Hame.  at  Dvker  Heights, 
tjie  recent  entertainment  she  and  her  pu- 
pils gave  so  successfully  two  weeks  ago. 
The  affair  for  the  blind  babies  will  be 
held  on  the  evening  of  July  2,  at  the 
Borough  Park  Club  house,  which  has  a 
seatiqjg  capacity  of  1.000  persons.  Many 
new  and  attractive  features  will  be  adde<! 
to  the  former  programme.  A  number 
of  social  clubs  in  Bath  Beach.  Borough 
Park.  Bay  Ridge  atj^d  Port  Hamilton  iave 
interested  themselves  in  this  affair  and 
will   attend   in  a  body.  ^ 
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!•  PLIGHT  OF  BLIND  BABIES. 

New  York  Has  No  Means  of  Caring  for 
They — Sunshine  Home  Overwhelmed 
j^ith  Applications  for  Admission. 
y  Alt}iou;^h  ijf  has  bocn  iii  cxisU'iico  l)nt 
mitlo  ovev  £  month,  tlic  International 
Si>jisliine  Home  for  Blind  ]ial)i(w?  in 
*^'       ■  '    M    "tfiis   been   besieged   with   appli-. 

\()V  admission. 
j/h--  oiiicers  have  l»een  called  npon  to 
mvestioate  so  many  cases  of  need  and 
have  had  to  tnrn  so  many  away  for  lack 
of  room  that,  as  the  ^■osident-^encral 
of  the  Sunshine  Society,  Mrs.  Cynthia^ 
Westover  Alden,  ]Hits  it,  "the  shame  of 
New  York  is  that  it  has  no  place  to  care 
for   blind    cliildren   under   eight  years  of 

^se."  "     '    ,     : 

There  are  now  twenty  children  in  the 
home,  all  blind,  the  majority  of  them 
simply  because  there  was  none  to  care 
for  then)  ])roperly  when  they  came  into 
being.  Three  times  that  number  are  in 
need  of  attention,  for  lack  of  vvkich  they 
•\re  day  by  day  sinking;  into  a  s'tate  of 
weak-mindedness  from  which  it  grows 
correspondingly  more  difficult  to  reclaim 
them. 

'  It  is  said  that  the  New  York  State 
Commission  to  investigate  the  condition 
of  the  blind  has  found  that  most  of  the 
cases  of  blindness  among  infants  could 
Ihave  been  avoided  had  tlie  afflicted  chil- 
dren received  simple  treatment  immedi- 
•xtely  after  birtli.  Tiio  C'onnnission 
wants  laws  passed  in  all  the  States 
throwing  the  responsibility  for  neglect 
of  such  treatment  ui)on  the  nurse  or  (toe- 
tor  attending  tlie  child.  It  is  the  idea 
to  have  all  cliildren  treated  as  a  pre- 
3autionary  measure,  whether  or  not  there 
are  indications  of  blindness.  If  the  laws 
recommended  by  the  Commission  are 
passed  it  will  be  possible  to  punish  phy- 
sicians who  fail  to  give  the  prescribed 
treatment. 

Babies  have  been  brought  to  the  Sun- 
shine Home  from  most  abject  surround- 
ings, and,  although  the  health  authori- 
ties were  com])laeent  while  the  children 
remained  in  their  homes,  now  that  they 
are  in  the  Brooklyn  society's  care,  rigid 
sanitary  rules  are  imposed,  and  these 
tend   greatly   to    hinder    the    work.      The 


Iioalth  iiutJiorities  insist  that  there  shall 
1  he  two  and  one-half  feet  sjiace  between 
'  the  beds.     Hence,  only  abont  a  score  of 

children   may   receive  the    benefit   of  the 

house,  in  which   ]\Iiss  Esther  Crater,  an 

actress,  has  given  the  equity, 

THE  BRANCH  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

The    Sunshine    Branch    for    the    Blind 
was    started   in   the   early    part   of    11)04 
with  two  members,  ]Mrs.  Alden  and  ]\Iiss 
Cynthia  M.  Tregear.     They  had  no  mon- 
ey, but  a  distinct  aim,  which  was  to  es- 
tablish a  kinder^-arten  for  blind  children. 
Many  persons  thought  their  idea  imprac- 
j  tieable,  but  they  had  faith  in  their  own 
(ability    to   wait    and    finally,    after    :\[rs. 
•  Fred  P.  Fish  of  Boston  had  sent  $100  as 
a.  beginning   of   a    bank    account,    things 
began  to  look  brighter.     Rooms  were  liir- 
:h1  at  first,  and  they  grew  in  number,  un- 
til finally  the  society  has  come  nearer  to 
its  own,   in  the  Brooklyn  Heights  house 
that  Miss   Crater   has  given,   along  with 
two  lots,  one  on  each  side-an  admirable 
neucleus  for  a  large  nursery  and  school 
(for     l)lind     children.       Speaking     ot     tlie 
work.  ;Mrs.  Alden  said  today: 

"The  New  York  Institute  for  the  Blind 
1  is  all  right  in  its  way.  but  do  you  know 
1  that  outside  of  our  little  home  the  whole 
State  has  absolutely  no  place  of  refuge 
•for  the  little  sightless  ones?  The  au- 
['n*t)rites  hereabout  ship  them  to  Ran- 
rdall's  Isfand,  and  they  gro^^  uj;  a  care 
to  the  State  and  a  burden  on  society. 

"Let  them  care  for  tlie  adults,  but  win- 
not  use  an  oinicc  of  prevention  in  pro- 
tecting the  children  so  thitt  they  would 
not  become  blind  ?  There  are  at  present 
no  less  than  0,000  helpless  adults  blind  in 
■  Xew  York,  a  large  numl)er  of  wliom 
would  be  useful  citizens,  had  they  been 
looked  after  in  early  years. 

'AVe  have  taken  six  children  who  were 
I  called  idiotic  from  Randall's  Island,  and 
I  of  them  liave  made  some  of  the  brightest 
I  ])uijils.  As  for  financial  help  from  the 
j  city.  why.  consider  this,  for  instance : 

•'We  got  the  home  in  tlie  budget  for 
$3,000,  but  now  we  find  we  can't  draw  it 
lu'cause  of  the  peculiarity  of  the  law.  Jt 
v>as  nu\de  for  seeing  children — and  our 
l)lind  children  are  not  considered  'desti- 
tute' its  the  word  is  interpreted  bv  tlie 
law. 

ONLY  A  S^L\LL  IXCO^IE. 

"Therefore  we  have  no  regular  income 

excepting  $2.25  a  week  paid  for  the  seven 

children     consiaVred     'destitute'     by     the 

!  city.  ^ That  is  about  $(»5  a  inontlu     We 


I 


havci  "T>ot\voeu  sivly  and  seventy  ehildvon 

on   oiy    list,   every   one   of   wliieh,   if   not 

taken  in,  will  either  die  or  grow  up   an 

1  idiotU  and  applications  come  to  ns  daily. 

"We  have  had  forty-two  ditlerent  chil- 1 
dren  in  the  home,  but  we  average  twiRntj'  j 
children  at  ^a  tim?.  This  same  force  i 
[  could  take  at  least  ten  more,  or  twenty  i 
more  could  be  added  with  an  additional  i 
nurse  or  two,  if  they  were  babies. 

"This  is  not  only  a  home  and  hospital, 
but  a  kindergarten  for  the  children  overi 
Ihree  years.  Our  success  has  been  prov- 
(hI  in  our  sending  seven  children  to  the; 
State  school  after  one  year's  training  i 
only,  notwitljstanding  the  fact  that  some, 
of  tliem  were  taken  from  the  *  fdiot  de- 1 
partment  on  the  island — even  tlw»  nurse  | 
did  not  know  some  of  them  were  blind. 

''This  does  not  make  it  so  very  expen- 
sive if  we  consider  that  we  are  really  i 
fully  equipped,  with  the  exception  of  dor- 
mitory room,  for  taking  care  of  sixty 
children.  The  sam'e  heat,  light,  house,  j 
and  help,  with  the  exception  of  addition- 
al nurses,  would  care  for  the  sixty  as 
well  as  the  twenty. 

BEST  HELP   FOR   LITTLE. 

"Please  do  not  think  because  I  pay 
the  help  so  little  that  it  is  not  the  best 
.help.  Our  nurse  left  a  $25  a  week  case 
ko  come  to  our  babies, »^  and  worked,  for 
eighteen  months  for  nothing;  she  only 
takes  money  now  because  she  used  her 
savings  up,  and  would  not  leave  us.  She 
gfcts  $lo  a  week — day  and  night  duty — 
and  she  even  sleeps  with  two  of  the  most 
backward  children  in  hor  room,  so  as  to 
note  their  every  action. 

"The    kindergarten    teacher    and    nurse  | 
are  goth  trained  and  are  willing  to  give] 
,way  to  other  teachers  when   we  can  af-  j 
I  ford   to    pay   the   regular   salaries.      The  | 
blind    ba))ies'    accounts   are   kept   by    the 
general    ollice  accountant.      All   bills   are' 
l)aid  by   check  inunediately   on   presenta- 
tion.     Our   greatest   dilliculty   now   is  to 
find  out  wljy  the  cliilden  caniiot  be  made  | 
to  come   under  the   word   'destitute'   aud 
thereby  give  us  the  right  to  draw  on  the  | 
$.3,()00\set  aside  for  the  institution.  i 

I      "Surely   nothing    is    more  i  unfortunate] 
than  a  blind  baby  who  happens  to  liave 
a    mother    earing    a    dollar    a    day^ — just 
enough  to  feed  it  and  thereby  give  it  a 
I  hniger    exisienee    of    misery.      A    seeing 
I  child  under  the  circumstances  would  not 
|be  called  'destitute,'  and  since  there  are 
I  no    laws    uiade    for    a    blind    baby,    it    is 
I  classed  Avith  the  seeing  child  and  marked 


by  the  clfy'visitdr,  'not  destitute — moth- 
er, good,  strong  woman  who  goes  to 
work  daily.'  " 

'"All  our  money  goes  for  the  ehihlren; 
the  officers  receive  notiiing.  It's  a 
strange  comnientjiiry  on  the  State  of  New 
.York  tliat  we  cannot  receive  more  blinil 
l)abies,  not  only  because  we  have  so  little 
rfoom.  but  also  because  we  have  scarcely 
■bough  money  to  pay  the  milk  bill  for- 
[the  children  already  in  our  care." 
j  ]Many  are  the  pathetic  tales  told  of  t)ia| 
patience  and  self-sacrifice  of  these  chil- 
dren, who  have  so  little  to  sacrifice. 
For  example,  not  long  ago  a  little  girl 
of  three  j'^ears  needed  care,'  and  to  take 
her  in  some  one  had  to  go.  So  they 
drew  lots  among  the  more  advanced 
yoimgsters,  and  it  fell  to  one  called 
■'Jimmie." 

J>nunie  at  first  was  sad.  but  when  it 
I  was  e.\])lained  to  him  that  when  ho  went 
home  he  couhl  count  the  ninubers  he  had 
learned,  could  make  little  clay  figures  to 
'fiinuse  himself,  and  do  all  that  he  had 
learned,  while  the  child  had  nothing  and 
\v\as  just  coming  in  to  learn,  ho  grew 
pfoud  to  be  one  who  was  to  give  the 
ii.ttle  girl  a  place,  and  went  away  in  a 
hiappy  frame  of  ,mind. 


Tu^h  HOT. 


A  comj^njr  of  girls,  inspired  by  the 
needs  of  the  Blind  Babies'  Home,  at: 
Dyker'  Heights,  are  holding  a  four 
days'  fair  at  Rogers  avenue  and  East- 
ern Parkway.  Early  in  the  spring  the 
girls  heard  of  the  home  and  its  wants, 
and  decided  to  hold  a  fair  to  raise 
some  money.  They  have  been  making 
preparations  all  summer,  and  yester- 
day afternoon  the  affair  was  opened. 
The  girls  interested  are  Kathryn  Mori- 
ton,  Rose  Moriton,  Lucy  Moriton,  El- 
eanor Carine,  Lillian  Willshusen  and' 
Genevieve  Mahoney.  They  have  also 
secured  the  aid  of  Paul  Brion.  j 


Prooklu>v,  K.V.  ta^g^g-- 
FOR  THE  BLItl&  BABIES  HOME. 

The  Home  for  Blind  Babies  at  Benson- 
hurst  will  rjCceive  to-day  $20,  the  result 
of  ,an  enst<^tainm<3nt  given  last  evening 
bjr  6^il4|en  who  live  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Di^aii  street  and  Alicie   court. 

Mr^«  C.  F.  Southard's  front  and  back 
j'ard^  were  beautifully  decorated  with 
flags,  shields  and  lanterns,  and  in  the 
front  yard,  under  a  mammoth  umbrella, 
a  lemonade  stand  did  a  fine  business. 

Margaret  Jensen,  Dorothy  Carl,  George 
Dixon,  Byron,  Reginald  and  Helen  Parks, 
Katharine  and  Lawrence  Southard,  Will- 
iam and  Howard  Hanf  sold  nearly  two 
hundred  tickets.  Mr.  Herd,  the  carpen- 
ter, loaned  the  seats.  James  McMann, 
with  Frank  Southard,  decorated  the 
pavilion. 

Master  Willard  Hanf  gave  a  Punch  and 
Judy  show  with  such  cleverness  as  to 
throw  the  childrsn  into  convulsions  of 
laughter.  He  also  gave  a  moving  picture 
show  with  his  lantern.  Mr.  August  Uhl 
rendered  "II  Trovatore"  on  th6  violin 
and  Miss  Daisy  O'Connor  recited  the 
"Raggedy  Man"  amid  great  applause. 

Martha  Miller,  Margaret  Jansen,  Mil- 
dred and  Adelaide  Parks  and  Katharine 
Southard  recited. 

Miss  Elsie  O'Cdnnor  proved  so  great  a 
success  at  the  lemonade  stand  that  one 
man  drank  seventeen  glasses  at  5  cents 
each  and  said  he  would  have  drunk  more 
had  he  been  a  larger  man. 

The  children  have  a  fine  large  sign 
which  reads  "Eutcrtaiiiment  for  Blind 
Babies  Fresh  Air  Fund,"  which  they  will 
loan  to  any  bunch  of  children  that  may 
care  to  give  a  like  entertainment  in  some 
other  part  of  the  city.  Call  for  it  at 
1388  Dean  street. 


ITEW   YORK    HERALD, 


SUNDAY,    JUNE     30,    lOO' 


WILL  GIVE 

A  BCNCriJ  roR 

THE  BLIND  BABIES' 
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oys  and  Girls  of  Benscnhur:,t, 
Dyker  Heiohts  and  Borough 
Paik  to  Li:t  Moitgao^e. 


To  help  pay  off  the  debt  on  the 
Blind  Babies'  liome  at  Eig-hty- 
CourL'h  street  and  Thirteenth  ave- 
nue, Dyker  Heights,  little  people 
of  Bensonhurst,  Dyker  Heights 
and  Boroug-h  Park  will  give  a  his 
entertAinment  next  Tuesday  even- 
ing at  the  Boi'ou^h  Park  Club  House, 
thirteenth  avenue  and  Fiftieth  street. 

The  entertainment  wHl  be  in  the  form  of 
a  carnival  of  fancy  dances  ahd  \'ocal 
ni-usic  foil-owed  by  a  shirt  waist  dance,  an-d 
an  attractive  (programme  has  been  ar- 
ranged. Tlie  boys  and  girls  who  will  take 
part  ara  tho  children  of  Jhe  most  profni- 
nent  residents  of  that  se'ction  of  the  po.^ 
ough  and  among  them  are  many  charming 
little  dancers. 

Since  the  blind  babies  went  to  Ben-son.' 
hurst  a  year  ago  Inst  spring  to  occupy 
the  oJd  Cropsey  mansion  ior  the  sum- 
mer the  children  of  the  neilghborhood 
ha\'e  been  greatly  Interested  in  them    and 


no-w  that  they  are  in  theur  dWli  llfiW  1^111^1 
'at  Dyker  Heig-htP.  on  which  rests  a  debt 
of  $5,000  AvhJch  must  be  pixJd  off  by  r.Ae 
flr^  of  next  January,  these  sympathetic 
children  have  ibeen  untiring  In  'their  efforts 
to  raise  money  for  thena. 

TRAININO    SEVKnAI.    MONTHS. 

They  have  already  given  many  small 
entertainments  to  aid  the  work,  but  Tue-Sr 
day  nig-ht's  carnival  Vs  to  far  surpass 
them  all.  For  months  they  have  been  i 
imder  the  training  of  Miss  Lillian  A. 
Sharw,  of  Borough  Park,  who  has  spared 
no  pai.ns  in  drilling  them,  and  they  Qow 
know  their  parts  to  perfection.        -.         S 

The  carnival  will  open  with  a  dafioe  of 
nations,  in  which  the  little' dancers  .^+31 
:be  dre'ssed  in  the  costumes  of  differ^tijt 
countries  a.nd  will  go  through  vario'us 
characteristic  and  patriotic  figures.  Those 
taking  part  In  the  -*'Danc3  of  Nations" 
will  be  as  follows:— 

France— Miss  e-s  Ethel  Godwin,  Helen 
Voshell  and  Ol'adys  Pearson. 

Spain— Misses  Marie  Orr  and  Dorothy 
Wfilliams. 

Scotland— Mlsse-s  Grace  "Wilson  and 
(Edna  Horner. 

Japan— Misses    Marjorie    Converse     and 
ilary  Blaukemfitein. 
American— :Mi'Ss   Freda   PoIIlock. 
Following    the    Dance    of    Nations    will 
come    a    jock'ey    dance,    by    Harvey    Nos- 
-trand,    and    the    militai-y    maid,    by    Miss 
'  Doris  Nostrand,  his  sister,  I 

The  third  number  on  the  programme 
will  be  a  "Dance  of  the  Dolls."  which  will 
Include  Misses  Vivian  Niemej'er,  Bessie' 
Cowley,  Mildred  Cowley,  IJrvin  "Hence, 
Adele  Pettie;  the  Talking  Doll.  Anna  Mac- 
douald,  and  the  Doll  that  Opens  and  Shuts 
Its  Eyes,  Alfroda  Busenbark,  the  last 
named  dancer  being  a  dear  little  tot  only 
three  years  old. 

Then  will  come  a  song  and  dance  by  Miss 
Arnetta  and  Everett  Albln,  and  a  charming 
eJvirt  dance  by  Miss  Grace  Wilson. 

The  next  number  will  be  known  as  the 
"Pony  Ballet,"  in  which  will  be  introduced 
the  following  dances  and  dancers:— 
Caprice,  Miss  Modjeska  Kinghorn;  Zephyr, 
IMiss  Mildred  Cowley;  I^a  Coquette,  Miss 
Vivian  Niemeycr;  Fairy  Polka,  Miss  Ervin 
Hence;  La  Petite,  .Miss  Anna  Macdonald, 
and  tlie  Little  Cbauffeur,  Alfreda  Busen- 
bark. , 

There  will  be  a  Swiss  peasant  dance  by 
Mi-sses  iBessie  Cowley  and  Dorothy  Diimes. 
Mr.  E.  Percy  Noel,  bar.vtone,  will  sing,  and 
then  will  come  tlie  dance  song,  "Rosie" 
Shea,"  by  Mr.  Lyman  Cozzens,  assisted  by 
Misses  Freda  Pollock  (Rosie),  Jeanne  Jen- 
kins, Greta  Lurrsen  and  Gladys  Dore,  and 
Misses  Modjeska  Kinghorn,  Anna  Kramer 
and  Elsie  Marks  as  boys. 

BLIND     BABIES'     QRCHESTRA. 

Then  will  come  the  most  important  num- 
ber  of  all    to    the   blind   babies— selections 
_;by    the    Blind    Babies'    OrchesLra.     Among 


other  features  of  the  programme  will  be  a ' 
,  fascinating  gypsy  fantasia,  in  which  the 
I  following-  little  dancers  will  -take  paxt: — 

Queen   of    the   G.vpsies Miss    Vivian    Shaw 

Attendants    of    the    (Jiieeii 

ller!>erc    Dove.    Ht^rbert   1-i.utesen 

Portune  Teller Aug-usta  Hernert 

i'hiquita .^liss  Ethel  (}<«Jwiii 

Juarita 'Miss  .Ti>s«ie  KntUselier 

La  Zms.irella i'Miss  Marjarlc  Converse 

CariiieiK-ita l.\J  i.v.s    EJsie   ..Marks 

a-'lorizelle Mis.«!   ilelca   Vo.'^hell 

Aimorlta Miss  Grace  Wil.'i'in 

Oilier     G.vpsie.< — Mis.sp.s      Helen      Dames,      Violet 
Mo:k,     Edith     Kramer.     Katlieriiie     Xordeii- 
hoMt.    .Teuuie   Jenkins,    Mo.ljc^ka    Klislioin,* 
Kdna    Horner.    ('!idy>    T>  >vi>.    s.jphie   licrlin, 
IJelen  Grosshandler  and  Vc.m   Rtia. 
A  soprano  solo  by  Miss  Eileen  Nibla.  a 
song    and    dance,    "Kiss,    Kiss,    Kiss,"    by 
Miss   Doris  and   Harvey   Nostrand,   and    a 
Grecian  scarf  dance  by  Miss  Gladys  Pear- 
son will  prece<le  the  final  feature,  a  dance 
sketch,    entitled    "Honey    Boy,"    In    which 
Miss  L»illian  Shaw,  who  is  herself  a  fascin- 
ating dancer,  will  take  the  part  of  Honey 
Boy,  and  will  be  assisted  by  Misses  Helen 
Voshell,     Marie    Orr,     Dorothy    Williams,', 
Ethel  Godwin,  Gladys  Pearson,  Vera  Rosa,  j 
Tvlary  Blankenstein,  Dorothy  Dames,  Edna; 
Qlorner,  Marjorie  Converse,   Grace  Wilson 
and    Jessie    Rathgeber.      Miss    I^illian    Orr 
will    be    accompanist,    while    Miss    Hattie 
Gunn  will  assist  Miss  Shaw  with  the  chil- 
dren. 

Tickets  for  the  carnival  may  be  obtained} 
in  advance  by  sending  to  Mrs.  Cynthia i 
■\Vestover  Alden.  at  the  Sunshine  Rest! 
'Home,  Cropsey  and  Twenty-third  avenues. 
Eensonhurst,  or  Miss  L.  A.  Shaw,  1,310 
Forty-ninth  street,  Borough  Park,  The 
Boroug-h  Park  Club  House,  where  the 
entertainment  is  to  "be  held,  seats  a  thou- 
sand persons,  and  the  children  are  very 
anxious  that  every  ticket  shall  be  sold  for 
the  beenfit  of  the  sightless  babies. 

A  more  roenificent  work  than  that  carried' 
on  by  the  Sunshana  Society  Branch  foirj 
the  Blind  it  would  ibe  .ciifficult  to  .Jma^la?.  I 
M  was  in  the  spring  of  1304  ithat  Mrs.  Alden  j 
and  Mt-s.  Tresra.',  SJip:r.:n:eniJ.  nt  ot  the; 
Blind  Baibies'  Homo,  started  out  to  placej 
two  sightle<s3  ibaJbicis  wh'ch  h-ad  been! 
brooaght  to  Sunishiina  heaidquanttrs  ty  v  o:\ 
m-onitheTs  in  so'me  dn^t-itutlon  w'her?  theyj 
would  reoe^ive  tihe  care  and  training  neces-! 
sary  to  save  theim  from  b.com.;r.ig  f.^eblej 
tnlnded,         ,  •  ; 

It  seetmed  .a  simple  (matter,  but  upon  in-; 
vestiigation  it  was  leaTn?d  that  there  was' 
no  plac3  in  the  great  cir.y  wliere  a  fcil.nd 
child'  und;ir  the  ag3  of  ei?ht  years  could 
be  cared  for.  Sunshline  is  always  do.:ng 
the  thiinig  t'aat  mo  one  els3  '.is  drdu'T.  fo 
Mrs.  Allen  and  Mns.  Tr:ij3ar  set  t^  work 
and  opeii'^d  a  Sjn?l':line  Home  for  B-Knd 
Bebi'-s.  They  ba-3  no  imoney  to  'osg'ln  the 
enterprise,  nothing  in  fact,  but  as  Mrs. 
Tregea.r  expres^d  it,  "th'j  faith  that  m.)Vfc!3 
mountainis."  Whm  M':-.s.  Alde.n  m.ad?  ths 
announce'.ment  that  Sunshine  waj?  g:;ng  to 
open  a  flat  of  three  rooms  in  the  tenem  nt 
djistrfjct  and  take  thcira  the  two  blind  chil- 
dren that  were  tfirst  itiPou.su t  ta  her  att  n-. 


lion  she  maae  a  can  for  helip"  saying  they] 
had  nothing  so  far  but  tlie  $3  for  the  first  i 
we-sik-'is  .rent.  The  daiMren  AV^ie  a  Ht'.Jaj 
.K-firl  whois^  te?it'i  h-nd  /fall-^n  out  an:i  whos^! 
Bnger  nails  had  fallen  off  because  of  the' 
laok  -of  proper  no  u  ids  mm  ant  anl  <,ave,  anJ  a| 
libtHe  ibaiby  tw.o  years  cl:?  who  h'dd  picked  | 
out  one  .eye  and  was  d^in'T  his  b  ;sL  \Th3ni 
alone  to  pick  out  the  other, 

Tlie  first  answer  to  lier  call  was  a  bird 
in   a  cage.     This   little   bird   sang  for   the 
children    one    year,    and   almost   burst    his 
little  throat  trying  to  keep  ahead  of  them 
when    they    sang    their    morning    hymns. 
G-radually    other    articles     were    donated,  j 
until  the   home    came    to   be    comfortably ! 
furnished  'With  articles  sent  in  from  every- 
v,-'-rr-   K..  tender  hearted  mothers  of  chi!- ' 
saeing  eyes." 


J3LF^SJ2A      7^.r3^?\m/?^^ 


STRUGGLE   roil  A   HOME. 

Startled  to  find  liow  many  little  children 
were  blind,  sonne  having  been  born  sight- j 
less,  while  othe^j*  had  los-t  their  sight 
through  lack  of  c^e  or  through  illness,; 
and  by  the  fact  that  there  was  nothing 
left  for  a  little  blind  child  to  do  but  sit: 
alone  all  day  and  literally  dig  its  poor! 
little  eyes  out  with  its  fingers,  so  aroused 
the  S'unshine  Society  that  it  felt  the  neces- 
sity of  saving  as  many  -yf  these  helpless] 
little  folks  as  possible.  So  the  hom-ewas 
enlarged,  but  there  was  no  money  to  pay 
for  domestic  help,  and  for  more  than  seven 
months  :Mrs.  Tresrear.  iwno  has  voluntarily 
i^ivon  up  her  life  to  this  work,  was  alone 
as  cook,  teacher,  mother  and  nurse  to  her 
helpless  blind  charges,  without  being  off 
jduty  day  or  night. 

Next,     through     the    kindness     of    Mrs. 
Merle  St.   C.  Wright,  who.  invited  them  to 
spend  the  summer  of  1905  at  the  ol%  Turn- 
hill    man.«ion,    on    the   ^Sound,    and   of   the 
Industrial  Home  for  Blind  Men,   of  which 
Mr.    Eben    P.    Morford    is    superintendent, 
'who  gave  them  the  use  of  a  little  house 
iin  Gates  avenue  adjoining  the   Industrial 
iHome  for  nearly  a  year,  the  ever  growing  i 
iband  of  blind  babies  was  provided  with  a| 
home    until    last    November,    when    their  i 
present  beautiful  home  at  Dyker  Heig'htsj 
was  obtained  for  them  through  the  great 
generosity    of    Mr.    and    Mrs.    George    E. 
Crater.    Jr..    who    gave    the    equity    In    It, 
leaving  two   mortgages  only  for  the  Sun- 
shine Society  to  meet— one  of  $5,000.  to  be 
;m?t  Januarv  1.  190S.   the  second  for  a  like 
amount,  to  be  met  in  five  years. 

Of  the  first  $5,000  nearly  haLf  has  already 

'oeen     raii;.^d,     and     "the    (beautiful     thing  I 

about  it   is,"  as   Mrs.   Alden  feelin.gly   ex-.| 

I  plained  to  a  Hkuald  reporter  a  few  days 

ago,    "while   we    have   had    severaa   (large 

!  contriibutions  and  many  smaller  ones  from 

!  grown   people,   a  large  percentage   of    the 

1  money  has  been  raised  by  children,  and  1 

ilbs-Heve  in  the  end  that  it  is  the  dear  little 

i  children,  with  their  (bright  eye»s  amd  losing 

hearts,    who    are    working    all    over    the 

I  United  States   for  :  the  tollnd  balbies,   who 

j  are   going  -to   give    them    their  .home  free 

'  and  clear." 

PUBLIC    OFFICIALS    UNINTERESTED. 

"There  is  another  thing  that  I  would  like 
to  say,"  continued  Mrs.  Alden,  "ab-out  this- 
w^o-rk  for  blind  children.  It  is  not  aCone^ 
for  our  awn  little  ho<me  at  D-yker  Heights 
th^t  we  are  working,  where  we  can  carej 
for  only  a  limited  num-ber.  Already  wej 
have  seventy  on  our  list,  and  only  room  forj 
twenty.  I  want  to  s-peak  .for  the  blind  j 
children  oinder  the  age  of  State  super\usion  j 
everywhere.  Hitherto  lit  has  not  been  ixts-; 
sible    to   draw    the,  money    in    the    budget; 


for  the   'destitute'  blind  children,  (because 
the    word    'destitute'    has    not    ap'plied    to 


most  of  the  little  ones 
Sunshine  iS-3<5iety. 


in  the  care  of  the 


'^^f^: 


j:;^£,22/a     j=n7<7:^c?c:ic 


"""^^.T^^^     ,^c 


J£?3^^y^     T^/Z^-Z^S'STV^ 


"ilf  a  mother  is  in  a  facton--,  for  exampSe;] 
an,a  earns  S-t  or  $5  a  wee^k,  neither  she  nor] 
h-er  chM  "WOTild^  -be  Gonsiderecl  'destitute.'' 
!n ever theless,  .the  'b.iirjy  is  doomed  to  b<j  le^tj 
all  day  'by  itself  in  a  crib  to  amusfe  Itself] 
'by  poking  .at  its  eyes  or  grow^diotic  for 
lack  of  care  and  attentioij. 

"If  I'ho  c4ty  aoiibhorities  will  fnterpTe^t  the 
'■word  'destitut'y  'W'hen  app-Hed  to  a  blind 
Iclilld  to  onean  a  child  laft  in  this  condition 
ithougti  the  'mother  is  able  to  feed  it  and 
ikeetp  it  warm,  the  Sun&lvine  Sc-ciety  can 
idrartv  ?3.25  a  week  tcvyard  Its  support. 
,Tiiiis  woai'ld  be  a  great  hel'D. 
j  "The  educational  and  charitable  autlhori- 
jties  of  !the  city  -would  cer-tainly  be  justified 
in  ruling-  tha.t  the  word  'destitute'  should 
[mean  in  the  case  of  blind ' cb'ildren  desLl- 
jtute.  of  soich  special  'means  of  educaition 
las  are  necessary  to  the  'bliijd.  Otherwise 
a  dhild  whose  physiical  wants  are  s'upp'iied 
Lmlgiht  remain  in"  mental  darkness  •wihicn 
lit  should  be  the  dulty  of  the  community 
'H;o  lighten." 

i  It  is  true  to  ke^-p  a  bdlnd  babies'  home 
and  kindcirg^rten  is  an  exp-ensive  project, 
but,  as  Mrs.  Aid  en  says,  "they  are  the 
m'ost  helpless  of  all  beings,  and  we  either 
m.ust  do  somethins  to  care  for  them  or 
insist  on  eoTne  law  that  'will  p^ut  them  out 
of  their  ■misery.  We  should  not  ^how  the 
w'hite  feather  and  leave  them  in  their  dis- 
tress isi-mply  Ibe'cauise .  i)t  takes  so  much 
money  and  is  so  much  trouble  to  care  for 
them." 

Just  before  leaving  -for  Europe  Mme. 
M*lba  sent  a  check  for  $500v^to  the  Blind 
Babies'  Home.  With  this  sum  an  annex 
large  enough  for  six  little  beds  is  to  be 
built. 

AGF.D    FIVE,    BUT    LEAPS    OnCn.ESTTlA'. 

Mrs.  Tregear  gives  a  very  interesting  ac- 
count of  the  beginning  of  the  Blind  Babies' 
Orchestra,  which  is  to  play  at  the  carni-, 
val  Tuesday  night.  | 

"Ever  since  the  children  learned  albout 
Mme.  Melba  they  play  grand  opera,  and 
with  such  success  that  they  gave  an  en-j 
tertainment  in  the  Solarium  of  the  Rest 
Home  not.  long  ago  and  took  in  $67.  Willie 
M6rg.an,  fiVe  years  old,  leads  the  orchestra. 
After- watching.him  handle, the  baton,  keep 
time  and  check  certain  instruments,  sig- 
nal to  others  to  play  louder  or  softer,  it. 
'wos  hard  to  believe  that  he  could  not  see.^ 
(Every  now  and  then  he  iwould  stop  and' 
turn  'his  music  (sometimes  he  would  turn' 
lit  backward  instead  of  forward,  'but  r|f  ver 
rrind),  and  wh«n  he  was  encored,  to  the 
great  astonishment  oif  the  audience,  he, 
bC'wed  again  and  a.gain  to  the  floor,  finally 
calling  his  orchestra  back  to  play  "Yankee 
Doodle."  He  turned  his  sigTitless  eyes  to 
the  teacher,  who  was  playing  the  piano, 
and  said,  "They  mos'  forgot." 
"Every    child    had    some    instrument    to 


play  upon.  Two  boys  sawed  away  on  1 
baby  violins,  keeping  perfect  time  butj 
mMkins?  very  ftinny  music.  Harold  had] 
a  grown  up  violin,  and  he  was  so  tiny' 
and  tho  violin  so  hig-  that, he  was  put 
down  as  playing  bass  viol.  Cornelius  was 
drummer,  and  there  v/ere  triangles,  a  baby 
piano,    flutes,    horns   and   accordions.  j 

"Rachel  posed  as  iMelba,  (bringing  down  I 
the  house  with  her  aria  "Sleep.  Baby,! 
Sleep."  It  w^ould  take  pages  to  tell  you 
what  these  little  folks  can  do.  Melba  must 
look  well  to  her  laurels  now  sinoe  the , 
Sunflower  Grand  Opera  ©and  has  corae 
I  before  the  public."  | 

I    A   great   many   contributions   have   been ! 
'raised   for   the   home   through   the   "buyer 
envelopes"   and  nsite  boxes. 
I    The  story  of  one  mite  box  that  brought 
*joy    to   headqua.ri;e'rs   is  told  toy   Mrs.   At- 
den  :— 

"Many  noticed   the  call  in  last  month's 
Sunshine  Bulletin   attracting   attention    to 
the  fact  that  headquarters  had  mite  boxes 
to  furnish  any  one  who  could  place  them 
where    they    would    catch   pennies   for   the 
Blind  Babies'    Home.     "Well,   several   sent. 
Among  those  who  took  one  was  -Mrs.  Edna 
F.   Sebring.   of   Srtbring,   Ohio.     She   wrote 
that  she  thought  she  could  get  a  few  pen- 
nies,   and    we    were    glad    to    forward    the^-j 
glaas  mite  (box.    What  was  our  surprise  th«- 
other  day  to  have  an  expressman  bring  ua  ! 
a   package,    and    on   opening   it   there   was  i 
the  mite  box  stuffed  just  as  full  as  it  could  1 
•be  with,  not  only  pennies,  but  silver  quar-  J 
ters.    half   dollars   and    dollars    and    bills;  i 
even   a  $5   bill   showed   through    the  glaea  ; 
si'des!  .        '  ; 

"Such  a  scrambling  to  get  the  key  and  i 
count  the  money!  Guess  how  much  we  | 
found  inside?  Oh,  you  never  cou'd,  so  I  i 
may  as  well  tell.  Just  $30.03!  Now,  what  ; 
do  you  think  of  that  for  a  little  fat  sized 
jglass  mite  box  that  expected  never  to  col- 
lect more  than  a  dollar  a  month? 

"This  beats  the  record  on  mite  boxes. 
Who  can  send  for  anotlier  and  test  its  ca- 
pacity in  a  new  locality?' 

Any  one  who  has  once  vlsl^ted  the  hom^e 
In  Dyker  Pleights  and  seen  these  little 
children  will  never  forget  thcni.  Their  Im- 
provement after  they  have  been  there  a  , 
little  while,  their  brighitne&s,  happiness  and 
sweetness  of  temiper,  is  something  to  bring 
away  as  a  lesson,  and  visitors  are  alwaj-^ 
more  than  welcome. 

(Many  are  the  pathetic  tales  told  of  the 
patience  and  self-sacrLfice  of  these  chil-.' 
dren,  who  have  so  little  to  sacriflce.  Forj 
example,  not  long  ago  a  li'btle  girl  of  thfre«  i 
years  needed  care,  and  to  take  her  in  some 
one  had  to  go.  So  they  drew  lots  among  ] 
the  more, advanced  youngsiters,  and  it  ieii  ' 
to  one  called  Jimmie. 

Jimmie  at  first  was  sad,  ^but  when  it  was 
explained  to  him  that  when  he  went  home   ! 
he  could  count  the  numbers  he  had  learned,    ; 
could    make    little    clay   figures    to   amuse   ' 
i^iimself.   and  do  all  that   he   had  learned,'  ' 


while  tli'G  child  had  noithin?  and  was  Just 
cominig  In  to  learn,  he  grew  iproud  to  ^be 
the  one  who-  was  to  give  the  little  girl  a 
place,  and  went  away  in  a  happy  frame  of 
mind. 

Only  throuigh  hard  work  and  earnest  en- 
deavor has  the  Sunshine  Society  been  a.ble, 
•with  th?  help  of  Its  many  kind  friends,  to 
establishd  the  Sunshine  Home  for  Blind 
[Baibies,  and  now  must  look  to  a  generous 
itiiihli'.',  .i<5  -wfMl  n.«  its  many  iri'emibeirK.  to 
'iig'   tliis   spec;  i]    \V'",i-l\. 
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Of  the  many  affairs  given  in  South 
Brooklyn  !n  aid  of  the  Mind  J2fl||fe|i., .none 
las  provc?n  more  succesSlMMttlliBP*fflPff*%fie 
ionducted  Vjy  a  number  of  young-  people 
Df  Bath  Beach  and  Bensonhurst.  The  af- 
fair Vy'as  in  the  form  of  a  sale  and  oc- 
curred on  the  large  lawns  surrounding 
the  housie  at  198  Bay  Seventeenth  street. 
The  benefit  was  under  the  direction  of 
Miss  Vera  Prey,  who  was  ably  assisted 
by  Miss  Delia  Muer,  Miss  Caroline  Japhe, 
Miss   Elise    Frev,    Miss   Ray   Braus,    Miss 

Sarah  Jacobs,  Miss  Dorothy  Weibb,  Misg 
Marian  Slomka,  Miss  Marjorie  Muer,  Au- 
gustus Frey,  Harold  Lewis,  Arthur  TJn- 
ger,  Lester  Lowensteln  and  Arthur  Loeb. 


fiD  BIIBIES  III  PHy 


"Mothe!t'*¥regear's 


System 
Avoids  the  Idea  That  Chil- 
dren Are  Wretched. 


WORLD  OPEN  TO  FOUR  SENSES 


A  Orchestra  of  Which  the  Babies  Are 

Proud — Games,  Reading,  Nature 

Lessons  Each  Day. 


"Sunshine    Home   for     Blind     Babies" — 
the  name  struck  me  with  an  odd  sort  of 
inconsistency    as    I    read    it    on    the    sign 
across  the  veranda  of  the  big     attractive 
house    that   rests   high   on   a     terrace     at 
Dyker   Heights,     Brooklyn.      A     sunshine 
bome  for  babies  to  whom  sunshine  could 
mean  only  some  vague  splendor  outside  of 
their  limited   realm   of  four  senses.     The 
jname    I    knew    was    inherited      from      the 
great,  wide-scattered  "newspaper  club"  of 
Mrs.     Cynthia     Westover     Alden,      which  j 
[bears  internationally  the   name  of  "Sun- 
shine."   yet    its    application    to    the    home 
for  little  sightless  babies  seemed  strange. 
That   was   before   I   went  in   and  saw   the 
babies  and  their  adopted  mother  in  their 
hpme. 

It  had  been  hot  and  parchy  in  town 
when  I  left,  but  out  here  at  the  home 
of  the  blind  bab'ies  the  air  was  fresh  and 
cool  and  a  breeze  was  blowing  from  the 
water,  ruffling  the  tall  grasses  and  the 
clover  nlayfullj.  There  was  a  tempered 
sunshine  that  seemed  to  flood  the  earth. 
I  Even  the  blind  babies  must  surely  feel 
the  goodness  of  that  sunshine  as  it 
flecked   the   grass   beneath    the    leaves     of 


'  the  trees-.  The  sky  was  deep  blue  and  un- 
clouded and  there  was  no  sound  that  was 
not   a  good   sound,    the    noise    of   the   soft 
wind  in  the  grass,  the  hum  of  mid-day  in- 
^sects  and  the  chatter,   the  laugh  and  the 
occasional  singi']h|||^of  the  blind  b  ibies  ab 
they  played.     There*  was  a  group  of  them 
on  the  grass  to  the  side  of  the  house  and 
f  three  or  four  more  were  scattered  .on  the 
I  veranda,  one  tiny  baby,  prone  on  her  back 
with  hef  thumb  contentedly  in  her  mouth, 
a  boy  hugging  ^  battered  horse  on  wheels, 
'  while    an    older    girl,    whose    eyes    stared 
'  vacantly  into  space,  talked  to  them  as  she 
j  sat   with   her  knitting   in   her   hands.   Up- 
j  stairs  at   the  window   I   had   seen   two    or 
three    others    clambering   at    the     screen 
1  exactly    as    if    they   were    looking    out    to 
I  see   who   it    was   coming  up   the   walk   to 
I  their  house. 

Mother  Tregear.  as  the  babies  know 
the  guardian  of  the  home,  their  playfel- 
low and  caretaker,  was  inside,  and  1 
joined  her.  Summer  days  are  not  very 
,  busy  at  the  Sunshine  Home.  School  is 
I  over,  and  there  is  no  formal  programme, 
'  so  the  babies  take  life  much  as  they 
please.  They  were  scattered  all  over  the 
place  that  morning,  playing  or  idling, 
just  as  they  chose.  Yet  in  all  their  play 
and  through  all  the  days  seemingly  idle 
there  is  much  for  the  mother  of  the 
household  and  the  nurse  to  do.  While 
one  baby  rocks  in  his  tiny  chair  hugging 
a  toy  peacefully  in  his  arms  he  must  be 
cajoled  and  tempted  to  talk  or  to  use  the 
little  feet  that  he  is  still  afraid  of^  Hur- 
ing  the  games  fingers  must  be, taught  the 
feel  of  things  that  most  children  have 
but  to  look  at  to  know.  A  romp  in  the 
clover  patch  is  turned  into  a  talk  about 
the  clover  until  thH>  •babies  whose  eyes 
j  see  nothing  can  tell  as  much  of  the  small 
pink  blossom  and  the  threefold  leaf  as  if 
they  had  seen  millions  of  blossoms  and 
leaves.  Four  senses  must  do  the  work  of 
five  for  them,  and  so  there  is  much  to  be 
learned,  and  ths  patience  cf  the  teacher 
must  be  untiring. 

No  Word  or  Hint  of  Pity. 

In  all  the  playing  and  the  teach-  i 
ing  there  must  never  enter  a  word  or 
hint  of  pity,  and  all  their  training  is  to- 
ward independence  and  self-reliance.  If 
someone  should  give  vent  to  the  expres- 
sion. "Poor  little  thing!"  the  blind  baby 
would  wonder  what  she  meant.  Their 
four  senses  are  acutely  trained  to  do  the 
duties  of  five;  of  that  fifth  mysterious 
sense  they  know  only  what  is  told  to 
them,  but  they  waste  little  time  regard- 
ing  it.     Some   strength   comes    with   their 


affliction  that  saves  them  from  self-pity 
and  longing  and  gives  to  them  a  content 
that  seems  strange  to  those  of  us  who 
merely  look  on.  They  are  most  of  them 
sunny  and  patient  and  mentally  alert  ex- 
cept where  the  bodies  and  minds  have 
been  weakened  through  illness  and  suffer- 
ing. Not  seeing,  they  do  not  imitate  as 
the    child    with    open    eyes    does,    and    so 


TEACHING    BLIND    BABIES  TO    CRAWL^ 
WALK  AND    PLAY. 


they    develop    a     distinct     and     often     a 
piquant  individuality  of  their  own. 

When   they   first    come   to   the   Sunshine 

Home  most  of  the  blind  babies  have  to  be 

taught    to    walk    and    to    use    their    arms. 

Not    having    observed    the    purposes    that 

people    put   their   arms   and   legs   to,   they 

cannot    understand,     and    most    of  '  them 

must  be    taught   to   play.     They   come,   as 

I  a    rule— in    fact,    almost    invariably— from 

I  the  homes  of  the  very  poor,   where   often 

i  the  mothers  have  had  to  be  out  working 

all  day  and  leaving  the  sightless  baby  at 

'  home    to    look    after    itself.      Not    under- 

.  standing   the   best  way   to   treat    them   in 

I  those     homes,     everything     possible     has 

[been  done   for  the   afflicted  baby,   so   thftt 

he  has   learned  none   of  the   independence 

i  Babies.      "^         ^^     '^^     "^^'^     f°^    Blind 


When  tjjese  children  whose  eyes  are 
fClosed  to  light  and  form,  and  whose 
hands  do  not  know  how  to  play,  are  left 
long  alone  there  is  one  thing  "that  hap- 
pens. There  seems  an  irresistible  im- 
'pulse  to  put  their  fingers  in  their  eyes 
and  the  result  is  almost  inevitable— it  is 
too  hideous  to  put  in  cokl  words.  The 
mothers  come  home  and  fiud  their  babes 
in  wretched  plight,  often  blood  poison-' 
ing  sets  in  and  they  die.  Some  say  it 
is  best  that  they  should  die.  Perhaps, 
hut  when  one  watches  the  babies  placidly 
at  play  at  the  Blind  Babi'-s  Home,  frol- 
icking an  droUicking  as  oiher  babies  do, 
and  sees  the  things  thdir  fingers  have 
fashioned  in  the  kindergarten  and  listens 
to  their  brave  chatter,  life  does  seem  to 
hold    something    for    them. 

No  Provision  by  City  to  Take  Care  of 

Blind  Children  Until  They 

Reach  Age  of  8. 

It  was  to  save  the  blind  babies  of  the 
;poor  from  the  awful  fate  of  dependence 
or  torture  th-at  is  theirs  in  most  cases 
when  there  is  no  one  to  teach  and  train 
.md  care  for  them  thai  Mrs.  Aldeu,  Mrs. 
JTregear  and  the  Sunshiners  took  up  the 
[olan  of  providing  a  home  for  them.  Be- 
[fore  that  no  one  had  cared  for  the  blind 
babies  in  this  state.  There  were  nur- 
tseries  for  babies  that  could  see,  homes 
tor  sick  babies  and  crippled  babies,  hos- 
pitals for  stray  cats  and  dogs  of  the 
'Street,  provision  for  horses,  but  the  blind 
babies  were  left  t>-.;;Jiatever  fate  should 
come.  The  city  does  not  provide  for 
blind  children  in  its  institutions  until 
[they  have  reached  uhe  age  of  8.  A  good 
many  never  reached  the  age  of -8  because 
[they  were  left  to  wither  and  perish, 
[others  who  did  were  considered  feebie- 
jmind'ed  because  there  was  no  one  to  train 
jthe  little  mind  and  the  fingers  and  legs 
to   the  things  they  were  meant  for. 

The  Sunshine  Home  has  had  its  strug- 
gles— hard,  discouraging  struggles — when 
it  seemed  as  if  the  babies  would  have 
to  be  sent  back  to  their  homes  and 
their  old  ways.  But  from  its  beginning 
three  years  ago.  in  a  little  three-roomed 
flat  in  Manhattan,  it  has  grown  to  the 
ibig.  airy,  well-built  home  at  Dyker 
:;Heights,  with  plenty  of  air  and  sunshine 
Imd  quiet  for  the  little  sightless  children. 
iWith  this  home,  however,  the  work  is 
llust  beginning.  There  is  that  hideous 
Iclutching  thing  termed  a  mortgage  hang- 
iing  threateningly  over  the  heads  of  the 
'blind  babies,  a  $5,000  one  that  has  to  be 
naid  by  December.  Of  that  the  babies 
themselves  know  nothing.  They  romp  and 
jplay  as  contentedly  and  happily  as  if 
Ithere  was  no  reason  for  them  to  "take 
;thought  of  the  morrow."  Perhaps  if  they 
did  understand,  with  that  wise  philosophy 


of  theirs' tfifey  would  go  on  plaj'ing  just 
the  same,  feeling  surp  that  the  world  is 
not  so  bad  a  pl3ce,  that,  if  people  knew 
\bout  them  anr^  the  .leed  of  their  home. 
5ome  one  would  noi,  see  to  it  that  the 
noney    is    paid. 

As  thine;?  are  now,  there  are  only 
twenty  babies  that  can  be  cared  for  in 
the  home.  There  is  a  waiting  list  of  a 
hundred  babies— a  hundred  little  unseeing 
babies  whose  pleas  cannot  be  heard  be- 
cause there  is  not  money  enough  in  tho 
world  to  care  for  them.  Yet  there  are 
those  who  have  nightly  feasts  Qt  Sherry's 
and  Delmonico's  and  tip  the  sleep  waiter 
to  the  extent  of  five  and  ten  dollars.  Of 
course,  in  the  order  of  things,  if  aU  -^^-ere 
really  right  with  the  -world,  raany  of 
these  babies  vould  not  be  blind;  but  the 
fault  is  not  their's.  and  no  human  with 
a  heart  that  beats  in  his  brc^ast  would 
wEnr  to  vi^it  the  sin^  o^  neglect  on  the 
head  of  a  blind  baby. 

The  city  sends  some  of  its  destitute 
blind  babies  to  the  Sunshine  Homo  and 
pays  something  a  year  for  their  support, 
^nd  the  c'ty  officials  have  been  much 
interested  in  doing  what  thej'  could  to 
assist  Mrs.  Alden  and  her  co-workers  in 
their  undertaking  in  behalf  of  the  chil- 
dren. Babies  of  well-to-do  parents  are 
not  turned  away  from  the  home.  Their 
reasonable  board  would  help  toward  the 
support  of  the  other  less  fortunate  babies. 

It  is  the  wish  to  keep  the  babies  all 
until  they  are  8  years  of  age  and  ready 
to  enter  the  city  institutions,  but  pome- 
riraes  the  need  is  so  urgpnt  to  take  in 
other  babies  that  one  is  sent  home  for  a 
little  while  that  another  needing  the  care 
more  can  be  brought  out  for  a  time.  To 
these  little  children  with  the  ynseeing 
eyes  the  Sunshine  Home  is  all  that  its 
name  implies.  There  are  other  children 
like  themselves  to  play  with:  the  world 
is  opened  up  to  them  in  a  way  they  have 
never  known:  there  is  plenty  of  air  and 
the  feel  of  warm  sunshine  and  trass  to 
play  in;  there  are  excursions  to  the  coun- 
try and  the  seashore,  and  lessons  about 
bees  and  birds  and  flowers;  there  art 
good  days  in  the  kindergarten,  where 
"Ho-y  learn  to  sew  and  to  model  in  clay 
and  sing  and  play.  And  Mother  Tregear: 
is  the  best  of  mothers  to  them,  listening, 
to  all  their  little  tales  and  woes,  and 
telling  them  wonderful  stories-  They  do 
almost  as  many  things  as  the  children 
whose  eyes  are  open,  and  their  work  is 
quite  as  good  and  accurate. 

Blind  Babies  Orchestra. 
They  ftil  delight  in  music,  and  the^ 
own  orchestra  is  their  pride.  Willie  Mor^ 
gan  is  the  leader.  His  baton  swings  fts 
regularly  as  Sousa's.  Violin,  trombj^ne, 
drums  and  cymbals,  each  instrumen'  'in 
the  hands  of  a  totally  blind  youngster, 
keep  perfect  time.  Music  is  a  field  in, 
which  the  handicap  of  blindness  is  re-' 
duced  to   its   minimum.  ' 


^?^»^ 
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Home  for  Blind  Babies,  Eighty-fourth  Siireet  and  Thirteenth  Avenue. 

They  read  from  books  with  raised 
type,  they  drink  as  much  good  milk  as 
their  appetites  call  for,  and  there  are 
plentiful  meals  for  them.  They  run  and 
romp  almost  as  freely  as  other  children 
and  they  talk  of  the  world  of  things 
just  as  if  they  saw  it  in  actuality.  Not 
seeing,  they  never  picture  any  of  the 
ugly  things  that  those  of  us  with  eyes 
must  see  often;  to  them  the  world  is 
unvaryingly  beautiful,  and  the  pictureK 
they  translate  from  their  minds  are 
often  colorful  and  full  of  a  wonderful 
imagining.  The  ugly,  the  misshapen  and 
the  def farmed  has  no  meaning  to   them. 

Annie  describe^d  a  bird  t.O'  me,  her  lit- 
tle face,  with  the  long  black  lashes 
sweeping  down  over  the  sightless  eyes, 
fairlv  glowing  as  she  talked.  It  was  a 
very'  strange  bird.  Avith  five  wings  and 
two  tails  and  three  beaks,  yet  to  her  it 
was  lovely.  The  feel  of  a  soft  leather 
purse    was    a    joy    to    her    and    the    sound 


of  its  snapping  clasp  pleased  her  ears 
untiringly,  and  her  lingers  delighted  to 
run  themselves  over  my  silk  gloves.  She 
gurgled  with  delight  and  chattered 
away  like  a  magpie.  Josephine,  the  baby 
of  the  home,  hugged  the  older  blind  -girl 
at  the  mention  of  dinner,  and  crowed 
with  joy.  John  hugged  his  battered  h<?rse 
without  weariness,  arid  Carl,  a  2 
old.  rocked  unceasingly  in  his  1| 
chair  and  laughed  as  if  he  and  the  ^ 
had  a  joke  all  to  themselves.  .They 
all  as  cheerful  as  the  suns'hine  and 
as  unmindful,  apparently,  of  anyt] 
wrong  with   Lhe  scheme  of  things. 

KATHERINE    GLOVj 
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$51.63  FOR  BLIND  BABIES. 


'Pre; 


of  Bazar  Heldj 

.|y     -.w   -«yy^^«|^e  Children. 
I  The   Parjcway  Vacation   Sunshine    Club 
--^tiade  a  call   Sunday  afternoon  at  the   I. 
,S,  S.     Home  for  Blind  Babies  on  Dj'ker 
|p[eight;s,  Eighty-l'Ourth  street,  near  Thir- 
;  teenth  avenue,  and  presented  the  matron,  ; 
,  Mrs.    Cynthia   M.   Tregear,   with   a   check:;, 
for  $51.63  for  the  Home.  ' 

This  money  represented  the  proceeds  of 
a  bazar  held  at  the  residence  of  Mrs.  J.  i 
d.  Carine,  451  Eastern  parkway.  As  the] 
V'acation  Club  is  made  up  of  seven  little 
girls  and  two  little  boys,  their  bazar*, 
netted  more  than  $5  apiece  for  the  blind 
IJjfibies,  who  greatly  interested  their  visi- 
ti^rs  Sunday.  The  members  of  the  club ! 
^e  as  follows:  Catherine  Martino,  Elean- | 
|r  Carine,  Rosie  Martino,  Genevieve  Ma-  : 
foney.  Ida  Conlon,  Lucy  Martino,  Lill-  , 
l^n     Wilshusen,     Paul     Brion,     FrauklinJ 


Martino, 


Entertainment  for  Benefit  of  Those  a* 

Horn©  Conneo^J^  With  International  , 

Sunshine  Society. 


An  «^cellent  entertainment  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Blind  Babies  Home,  con- 
nected with  the  International  Sunshine 
Society,  of  which  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover 
Alden  is  president  general,  was  given  last 
night  by  the  pupils  of  Miss  Lillian  Shaw 
at  the  Borough  Park  Club  House,  Thir- 
teenth avenue  and  Fiftieth  street.  Nearly 
every  seat  in  the  large  auditorium  was 
taken  and  the  programme,  which  was  car- 
ried out  without  a  break,  was  thoroughly 
!  appreciated  by  all. 

The  first  number  on  the  programme  was 
the  "Dance  of  Nations,"  in  which  a  num- 
ber of  little  girls  representing  the  differ- 
ent nations  appeared.  This  was  followed 
by  a  jockey  and  military  dance  by  Har- 
vey and  Doris  Nostrand.  Perhaps  the 
prettiest  sketch  of  the  evening  was  the 
dance  of  the  dolls,  in  which  nine  little 
girls  appeared.  They  were  repeatedly 
applauded. 

The  feature  of  the  evening,  however, 
was  the  concert  given  by  the  Blind  Babies 
Orchestra,  Although  thoroughly  appre- 
ciated by  the  audience,  no  one  seemed  to 
enjoy  this  part  of  the  programme  more 
than  the  children  themselves,  and  when 
at  the  close  each  was  given  a  bouquet  of 
white  carnations,  their  joy  knew  no 
bounds.  This  was  fol'iowed  by  the  sing- 
ing of  "Rosie  Shea"  by  the  chorus.  A 
one-act  sketch  entitled  "Gypsy  Fantasie" 
was  given,  and  after  this  there  was  a 
Grecian  scarf  dance  by  Miss  Gladys  Pear- 
son, a  soprano  solo  by  Miss  Nebla  and  a 
duet  and  dance  by  Dons  and  Harvey  No- 
strand.  The  programme  concluded  witb, 
a  humorous  sketch  entitled  "Honey  Boy, "I 
by  Miss  Lillian  Shaw  and  her  pupil^^^"«J 
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•     An  Appeal  That  Goes  to  the  Heart. 

r  To  THE  Editor  of  Thb  Sun— Sir:  The 
proposal  of  Mr.  Jacob  Riis  and  Miss  Helen 
jKleller  that  the  meniorlal  to  the  late  Carl, 
IjBchuEjs^  should  tRke jthe  form  of  an  endow- 

I' 


mefit  of  the  work  for  the  blind  appears  to 
fme  admii^ble,  but  I  would  like,  with  your  per-, 
tnission,  to  emphasize  with  all  the  force  ofi 
I  which  I  am  capable  the  need  of  help  for  blind 
^children  under  the  age  of  eight  years. 
?;  Miss  Keller  in  a  letter  to  a  local  paper^ 
*flaid:  "Six  thousand  blind  men  and  women 
reach  out  beseeching  hands  to  you  who  see 
for  redemption  from  a  life  of  uselessuess 
—idleness  is  the  menace  to  their  welfare. 
Give  them  occupation,  service.  Independence, 
'and  the  impossible  dark  will  become  endur* 
'^able."  I 

To  those  who  know  the  facta  the  dreadful 
part  of  the  statement  that  6,000    tnen  and 
women  are  Iblind  and  cry  to  be  saved  from 
a  life  of  uselessnebJ   is  that  such  uselessness 
might  have  been  turned  into  limited  activity 
and  usefulness  if  these  stricken  people  had, 
been  taken  In  hand  as  babies  and  trained  and 
taught.     It  is  not,  I  am  sure,  widely  kno-wn 
that  in  the  whole  State  of  New  York  there 
Is  no  institution  which  cares  for  tiny  children 
under  eight  years  of  age.     Once  they  pass 
that  age  they  are  cared  for,  but  In  many  capfi 
the  little  bodies  and  minds  have  been  nes 
leo.ted  too   long,   and  the   child  either  die! 
frequently  from  blood  poisoning  as  a  resul 
of  picking  at  its  eyes,  or  becomes  idiotic,     i 
large  number  of  these  children  become  cnp 
pies.     Little  blind  babies  have  to  be  taugh 
to  walk  as  well  as  to  do  everything  else,  anc 
where   the   mother  and  father   are   workini 
people  and  the  child  is  practically  uncarec 
for  it  never  even  learns  to  walk,  and  grad- 
uaJly  the  limbs  become  useless. 

I  discovered  these  facts  a  few  years  ago 
while  on  duty  as  an  all  around  reporter,  ana 
from  that  time  on  have  been  endeavoring  to 
save  as  many  blind  children  as  possi'ole,  whili 
there  is  time,  thus  preventing  tneir  becoming 
In  the  future  a  charge  upon  the  State. 

Tho  result  of  the  Interest  aroused  Is  the 
International  Sunshine  Society  Home  for 
Blind  Babies,  Eighty-fourth  street  and  Thir- 
teenth avenue,  Dyker  Heights,  Brooklyn. 
5*opened  this  spring,  where  we  have  at  present 
t.fcwenty-five  little  children,  and  ever  so  many 
on  the  waiting  list.  For  lack  of  funds  for  this 
most  worthy  and  much  needed  work  we  can- 
not take  more  than  the  number  named,  al- 
though there  are  so  many  others  equally  in 
i^ant  of  help  to  save  them  In  time  from  live*, 
JiiDf  misery  and  uselessness.  We  have  no  funds' 
to  draw  upon  for  this  work,  only  such  money 
as  kind  friends  send  us.  but  the  babies  must 
be  fed  and  taught  and  cared  for.     It  costs 


money  to  keep  a  household  of  thirty  persons, 
adults  and  children,  no  matter  how  carefully 
we  manage,  so  down  in  the  tenements  little 
children  are  dylngr  or  grrowlng  crippled  or 
Idiotic  for  the  reason  that  in  ail  this  rich  city 
the  money  is  not  forthcoming:  to  save  their 
lives  and  their  reason. 

If  the  sutr&estion  be  accepted  of  haringr  the 
Carl  Schurz  memorial  take  the  form  of  an 
endowment    for    the    blind,   why    not    have 

Fiart  of  the  monev  apolied  toward  this  work 
or  the  blind  babies  wqo  have  no  friends  but 
Sunshine?  Ten  thousand  dollars  would 
endow  two  cribs  in  the  blind  babies'  home,  to 
be  called  by  the  name  of  the  dead  philan- 
thropist. Or  a  sum  of  money  could  be  applied 
to  paying  off  the  mortgage  on  the  house. 
Five  thousand  dollars  must  be  paid  In  De- 
cember and  another  I5,ooo  In  five  years.  If 
some  of  the  money  for  the  Carl  Schurz  me- 
morial could  be  applied  as  susrgested  it  would 
mean  that  as  many  children  as  were  cared  for 
In  the  home  and  saved  from  helplessness  and 
Idiocy  would  become  p.seful  memb^s  of 
society  In  the  future  Instead  of  sd  many 
charges  upon  the  State. 

The  International  Sunshine  Society,  which 
has  undertaken  this  work,  Is  primarily  a 
newspaper  association,  founded  by  a  newe- 

gaper  woman  and  encouraged  and  assisted 
y  tke  newspapers  all  over  the  country.  We 
have  established  and  carried  on  all  kmds  of 
work,  such  as  fresh  air,  ice  funds,  clubs,  homes 
for  consumptives,  cripples'  branches,  reading 
rooms,  prison  work,  and  almost  every  other 
useful  work  that  can  be  thought  of,  but  this 
work  for  the  babies  who  "sit  in  darkness"  is 
a  great  undertaking.  It  is  something  which 
the  State  should  do,  and  perhaps  in  time  will 
do,  but  as  long  as  so  little  money  comes  in  it 
must  grow  slowly,  and  little  children  must 
continue  to  pine  away  till  death  or  blankness 
of  mind  claims  them. 

Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  will  interest 
themselves  in  the  blind  babies  and  send  a 
contribution,  as  a  thank  offering  for  their 
own  good  eyesight,, to  the  headquarters  of  the 
International  Sunshhie  Society,  96  Fifth 
avenue.  New  York. 

Cynthia  Westoteb  Aldek, 
President-General  International  Sunshine  So- 
ciety. Treasurer  of  the  Sunshine  Home 
for  Blind  Babies. 
New  York.  Auerjicf.  u 
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FOR  BUID  ME 


President  of  Suashine  Societyj 
^   Urgps    jliQC^pfance     of 
'"^tiis^s  Suggestion. 


Tlj©  International  Sunshine  Society, 
ade<1  by  Mrs.  Cj-nthla  Westover  Alden, 
11*  president-general,  is  actively  working 
fo|  the  acceptance  of  the  proposal  of  Ja- 
co4  Riis  and  Aliss  Helen  Keller  that  the 
moi^orlal  to  the  late  Carl  Scburz  should 
lak^  the  fornj  of  an  endowment  work  for 
bMud  babies. 

Mrs.  Aldeii,  who  has  already  done  excel- 
lent work  for  th&  l)euefit  of  the  society's 
Home  for  BHu-i  'Fables  in  Dyker  Heights, 
Brooklyn,  has  \\r.'ten  to  The  American, 
strongly  urging  t!hi.t.  the  memorial  fund  be' 
devoted  to  thi.s  purpose,  or  that  part  of  It,  ^ 
at  least,  be  used  to  increase  the  facliltes 
of  the  society's  home. 

The  letter  is  In  part  as  follows: 

The  proposal  Of  Mr.  Kiis  and  Miss 
Keller  appears  to  me  to  be  an  admir- 
able one,  and  I  would  like  to  empha- 
size with  all  the  force  of  which  I  am 
capable  the  need  of  lielping  the  blind 
cJilldren. 

It  Is  not,  I  am  sure,  widely  known 
that  in  the  whole  State  of  New  York 
there  Is  no  institution  which  cares  for 
the  hundreds  of  tiny  blind  children 
under  the  age  of  eight.  Once  they  pa.ss 
that  age  they  are  cared  for.  but  in 
many  cases  the  little  bodies  and  minds 
have  been  neglected  too  long,  and  the  , 
chil.l  fi-equeutly  dies,  or  "becomes  Idi- 
otic. Their  limbs  also  frequently  be- 
come useless,  because  no  attempt  is 
made  to  teach  them  how  to  walk. 

For  lack  of  funds  the  Sunshine's 
institution  cannot  take  care  of  more 
than  twenty-five  children,  so  down  In 
the  tenements  little  ones  are  d^Mng  or 
growing  crinpled  or  'diotlc  because  in 
all  this  wide  city  the  money  is  not 
forthcoming  to  save  their  lives  or  theli 
reason. 
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^  Work  of  the>. 
Sunshine  Society, 
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B  are  certainly  In  poor 
Mother  Hubbard's  fix,"  rue- 
fully excaaimsd  Mrs.  Alden 
a  few  days  ago,  "for  our 
,''g"oody'  cupboard  is  empty 
and  there  is  nothing  left  for 
us  to  do  but  ask  the  kind 
i  friends  of  Sunshine  to  help  us  replenish 
it  by  sending  in  jellies,  beef  tea  or  any- 
other  delicacies  tempting  to  invalids." 
j-  The  mem.bsrs  of  the  Visiting  Committee 
'  never  make  a  call  where  there  is  illness 
I  without  bearing  with  them  some  little 
dainty,  and  th?re  is  no  chance  of  their 
being  called  upon  take  back  to  headquar- 
ters what  they  took  away.  Please  send 
something  from  your  well  stocked  larders 
•  to  'Mrs.  Cynthia  Wes-tover  Alden,  No.  96 
.Fifth  avenue.  New  York. 

The  last  two  weeks  have  meant  much  to 
the    little    inmates    of    the    Blind    Babies' 
I  Homo. 

To  begin  with,  two  beautiful  outings  to 
{the  beach  back  of  the  Sunshine  Ho'liday 
House,  which  was  their  home  last  summer, 
were  given  them.  The  ilrst  a  week  ago 
Tuesday,  the  second,  on  Thursday  of  last 
wcek,»both  outings  being  given  under  the 
super^-ision  of  the  Laurel  Sunshine  branch, 
wi-th  Miss  An.na  Ivouise  McFarland,  presi- 
dent of  the  Sunshine  Hospital  Depart- 
ment "and  member  gf  the  Laurel  branch, 
In  charge.- -^Ttftftjc  went  in  bathing,  played 
"roll  down  1^1^  in  the  big  garden,  "ring 
around  the  rosy,"  "find  me  if  you  can," 
had  crackers  and  m-ilk  and  ice  cream  and. 
jcake  on  the, -lawn,  plaj'ed  in  the  swings 
and  had  the  "merriest  rime  of  all  the  glad 
new  year." 

Then 'there  was  the  bazaar  given  for  the 

blind  babies  at  Tvlrs.  Frey'g. 

'  ft*'  *l¥»Hfia3»iiy  charitable  affairs,  held  this 

summer  in   tlie   Bayside   district  none  has 

given   more    satisfactory    retsults   than   the 

one  -which  t&ok  place  last  Saturday  after- 

.noon  and  evening  at  the  home  and  grounds 

of  Mrs.  Frey.  at  No.  IDS  Bay  Seventeenth 

'street.     The  proceeds  were  for  the  benefit 

of  the  blind  baiblcs  and  the  basaar  netted 

a  neat  little  sum. 

j     The  large  lawn  surrounding  Lbe  home  of 
[Mrp.   Fi-ey^.jYjS^  chan|;i^_^r3v-  ti,p  occasion 


ufit^'a  veritable  picnic  groanil.     i-rong  lines] 
of    Japanese    lanteiTis,    intermingled    with 
(masses     of     flags     a'hd     coiiese    pennar.ts  j 
jimade  the  place  most  attractive,  while  the  | 
beauty    of    the    scene   v/as    materia-Ily    en- 1 
ihanced  by  the  handsomely  g-owned  youjigj 
iladies  who  presided  at  the  various  tables,  j 
Thehan.'Jsoi.-ii.c  and  use;" '.:i  articles  on'  the\ 
different  ta/bles  wore  sold  at  very  r&ason-  j! 
able    figures,    and    when    mlinigrht    rolled? 
around  each  of  the  booths  was  fairly  well 
cleaned  out.    The  few  Lhirs^s  that  remained' 
went  within  the  next  hour.  1 

Much  credit  for  the  succefes  of  the  sale 
is  due  Miss  Vera  Frey,  who  acted  as 
superintendent.  Miss  Frey  is  a  great  so- 
cial favorite  in  this  section,  and  her  wide 
experience  in  such  affairs  was  responsible, 
for  Saturday's  excellen't  result.  ' 

Amoac:  the  vein'.;-  pi-oiple  Avho  o^ftlcJai-'.  d 
at  the  .-tablts  v.-ere  i:l&scs  EL:.;e  Del  a  ■ 
Meuer,  Caroline  Japhe,  Ray  Brans,  Anna 
Ulger,  Ann--^:;-^..!  Ja,?€ibs,  ,Sarah  Jacote,  Dor-, 
othey  W..ro!b,  Marir.'.m  Sl.om.ka,  Miarjrriei, 
Meuer,  Ma.st;'r.5  Avg-as'tUiS  Fr:y,  Harold  i 
Lewis,  Arthtlr  Uni^er,  Lester  Lowenstelrx^ 
and  Arthur  Locib.  }! 

Mrs.  A.  V.an  Wart,  o-f  Tomkins  Cove.  • 
L.  I.,  sent  in  a  kcii'^tous  check  to  aid  tr.io  | 
blind  baibd?'3.'  Tiio  :,^13  will  bo  used  togi'.'e; 
theini  anot.p.er  rl;^:'..:,\nt  outing  and  pay  fori; 
the  milk  bill,  i.:"  t-^  tikes  o;ev?n. 'bottIe:< ' 
of  ni'lk  to  proiviie  for  a  pioni-c.  Theii  5e>\-- ■; 
leral  of  the  children  need  alio-e-s  very  mucia— 
sandals,  so  tl::at  they  m;i,7  play  witho-:t. ; 
feellnig  t^rsa.  Mri.  Van  Wart  has  helped! 
[several  othsr  philanthropiic  inatitations  atj 
I  the  sainie  tims,  zd  aih:i  is  a  very  ao-tivo' 
Sun.S'hiner.  "'  i 

,  Mr3.  CharlO'tte  C.   Fol<50m,  of  New  YorlCj 
elty,   has  sent  in  a  donation  of  $2  toward) 


*:'he     building    fund,     with     the     follo'Wing 
varse:— 

Llille  mit£-s  of  mon-ey 

1  rjin  th.^  p:opie  kind 
Will  h-C'V  crC'Ct  ,a  building 
For  the  babies  blind. 
Mre.  Reub'jn  G.  Rird&all,  of  Central  Val- 
ley,  Orang-e  county,   IN'.   Y.,   sent  in  a  dol- 
lar  toward  the  debt  of  the  Blind  Babies' 
Home.     This   work  of   helping   the   balbles 
interests  her  so  much  she  hopes  to  make 
ur.any  more  friends  for  the  children. 

Mrs.  David  Provost,  of  Garden  City,  L. 
L,  sent  in  $10.07  from  her  mite  box  fbr 
j:the  (building  fund  of  the  Blind  Ba.bies' 
rHonae.  She  has  Toeen  ■collec'ting  these  dimes 
v^and  dollars  for  two  or  three  months; 
toward  liquidating  the  detbt  on  the  liome. 
Headquarters  will  be  grateful  to  any  Sun- 
shiner  who  will  place  one  of  the  small 
metal  mite  (boxes  in  ^zr  ^ug  5 tDro,  .grocer, 
butcher  or  candy  S^tore,  where  it  maj^ 
oatch  a  few  dim.es  and  pennies  to  help  to 
liquidate  the  debt  on  'the  Ulind  Bibie.s' 
Home.  If  one  hundred  of  these  mite  boxes 
'(.re  -placed,  and  the  collections  a.verage  a 
dollar  a  month,  which  they  a^onerallv  do, 
that  will  mean  a  steady  and  welcome  in- 
some.  Every  month  ri^e  concents  wll  be 
coUec^ted   and  banked  ;o   the  credit  of  tne 


b2jb;o3,  and  reports  of  same  p.fbl'^l-.ed. 
Write  direct  to  Sunshine  headquartens,  No. 
96  Fiffh  avenue.  New  York. 

Heartfelt  thanks  o.re  extended  by  Mrs.' 
Alden  to  the  senders  of  the  following  con- 
tributions a,  num.ber  of  which  were  sent 
in   anonymously:— 

Frciai  a  Sunshlner  in  Vv'antagh  cacne  the 
g"i'ft  oif  two  dollars  to  send  a  little  child  to 
t'jr  shore  for  a  week.  Mrs.  E.  J.  Haisht, 
of  Bangrall,  N.  y.,  sent  in  twenty-five  cents 
In  ota^mps  to  mail  g'ift:^  to  the  old  folks. 

Miss  Edna  Carey,  of  Pine  Bush,  N.  Y., 
having-  read  c-f  the  grea.t  heat -in  Nev,'  York, 
sent  in  tv/o  dollars  to  help  pome  frail  little 
■child.  Our  g-p-od  suiuslrlner  in  Mt.  Vernon, 
Mrs.  Dards,  sent  in  a  g-enerous  gift  of  $0 
to  .pay  for  two  children  to  have  a  good  out- 
ing:. 

From  Miss  Carrie  A.  Rosenrauller,  of  the 
Bronx,  came  a  gift  of  $1  for  the  com- 
ilor.tof  s-::me  delicate  little  child,  -while  Mrs. 
Smith,  of  New  Rochelio,  wrote  a  very  kind 
letter  enclosing  $5  to  buy  ice  and  milk  for 
children  who  were  ill. 

One  O'f  our  most  ardent  workers  is  Mrs. 
M.  H.  Purdy,  -treasurer  of  Hie  Sunibeam 
Branch  of  Tarrj-tovrn,  N.  Y.  The  .branch 
sent  in  $1  for  ice  and  SI  for  the  milk  fund. 
Mrs.  Purdy  often  calls  in  at  hea-dquarters 
and  is  constantly  sending  off  reading  mat- 
ter -where  it  will  bring  pleasure. 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Winship,  of  Brooklyn,  sent 
In  $2  to  help  111  babies  without  giving  her 
address  so  that  a  letter  of  appreciation 
could  bo  sent  to  her. 

Mrs.  .&aa-a.h  Rosenberg,  of  Hiancock 
■street,  BroiOklyn,  last  week  sent  to  Mrs. 
Pu.rnxan,  at  'Stiate  headquarters,  No.  121 
Trooper  street.  Brooklyn,  $1  for  a  crippled 
child  and  a  package  of  excellent  clothing.  ■ 
•  The  sum  of  S2  as  dues  from  Mrs.  Kate 
B.  AVhiting,  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  was 
aiso  sent  to  Mrs.  Furman  as  x>r?s:dent  o-f 
the  Sunshine  Life  Saving  Department, 
the  department  'which  distributes  '  fruit, 
flower.s,  vegetables,  &c.,  sent  in  by  mem- 
bers having  g-ardens  or  sending  in  money 
for  such  gifts  for  the  ill  and  needy. 

Mrs.  Furman,  president  of  the  Southern 
Nev/  York  Branch,  and  her  mother,  Mrs. 
E,  P.  Camr^i^^ell,  president  of  the  "Four- 
score Branch,"  are  sta>-ing  at  the  Terrace 
Hill  I-Icuse,  Ellenville,  Ulster  •  county,  N. 
Y.,  for  a  few  weeks.  Mrs.  Furman  has 
■bo^n  sufi!cring  severely  from  hay  fever, 
but  her  friends  will  be  iglad  to  knew  that 
the  mountain  air  is  beneht'tiu.^  her.' 

Mrs.  CDora  C.  Tuttle  also  recently  sent  In 
her  duos  to  the  Life  Saving  fun;i. 

A  check  for  $10  was  sent  in  last  week 
by  a  Brooklyn  friend  in  responf?e  to  recent 
appeals  for  sp-eoial  Sunsh-r-o  work. 

The  foliowhis  is  the  report  of  the  Olive 
Branch,  ol  which  Mrs.  L.  A.  Leemon  is 
secretary,  for  the  month  of  July :— Thirty- 
ftve  calls  were  made  on  patients  and  shut- 
Ins;  fourteen  bouquets  and  fifty  roses  sent 
to  g"ive  pleasure  and  to  comfort  the  ill; 
two  m-ombers  gave  clothing  and  four  gar- 
ments, and  two  hats  wei-e  r^.nssed  on. 


Thirty-four  papers  were  parsed  on;  also' 
two  (luarts  rice  pvidcThiff,  three  quarts  of 
cl'.erries  and  noney  were  givcn,>iwav,  wHilc 
one  member  helped  care  for  some  children 
and  another  did  some  sewing  for  a  needy 
•case.  i' 

■Miss  Anna  lyoulse  McFarland,  president 
pf  the  Hospital  Department,  has  been  try- 
ing to  give  the  patients  of  th.e  Norv.-errlm 
Hospital  an  ice  cream  treat,  but  contribu- 
•tions  to  the  hospital  fund  have  been  so  few 
that  she  has  been  'unable  to  do  so. 
Will  not  some  generous  friends  send  in 
something  for  this  special  treat,  which 
would  be  especially  appreciated  this  trying 
weather.  Sunshine  Hospital  headquarters 
is  No.  411  Second  street.  Brooklyn.  Mi?s 
McFarland's  "goody"  cupboard  is  likewise 
empty,  and  donations  of  jellies  and  other 
delicacies  would  be  much  appreciated. 

At  headquiarters,  "NO.  &6  Fifth  avenue. 
New  York,  there  are  some  very  goo  a 
clothes  on  hand  for  boys,  women  and  cliil- 
dren,  a  stove  that  v/ill  bum  wood,  a 
baby's  chair  and  a  crib.  There  is  also  an 
excellent  'baiby  carriage,  alnicst  new,  to 
pass  on.  "W"lio  knows  of  a  poor,  tired 
mother  who  would  be  glad  to  have  it?  It 
oucrht  not  to  he  idle  a  day. 

The  Captain  Casey  Memorial  Sunshine 
Scholarship  at  the  Alfred  University  was 
given  to  a  young  Sunshiner  in  New  Jersey, 
who  now  finds  herself  unajble  to  accept  it. 
it  has  been  passed  on  to  a  boy  in  Wil- 
mington, I>el.,  who  had  sent  in  an  early 
a-pplication  for  it.  The  follof^-lng  donations 
have  been  received  without  names  from 
Brooklyn  readers:— $1  for  fresh  ai-r  outings; 
for  ill  babies,  from  a  member  of  the  One 
Kindness  Club,  $2,  and  fifty  cents  in  sta^mps 
to  buy  ice. 

In  the  Southern  D-ivision,  New  York 
State,  of  the  International  Sunshine  So- 
ciety we  have  five  departments  that  are 
v>aperintended,  managed  and  maintained 
thro'ugh  the  Southern  Division  Board. 
These  are  each  organized  like  branches, 
except  that  their  work  and  their  finances 
are  controlled  :by  the  division.  Each  has 
its  own  fund  for  its  special  worlt,  but  the 
funds  are  under  the  care  of  the  division 
Finance  Committee.  Among  these  depart- 
[ments  Is  our  fresh  air  work,  which  at  this, 
season  absorbs  so  much  of  our  time, 
thought  and  labors. 

Through    this    department    Sunshine    l8 
trying  to  bring  comfort  and"  material  help 
to  the  many  hundreds  in  our  city  who  can- 
not provide  comiforts  for  themselves  dur- 
ing the  hot  weeks  of  the  summer.    For  the 
last  few  years  we  have  had  the  privilege 
of     the    Holiday    House,     at     Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  through  the  kindness  of  the  Bridge- 
port    Sunslxine     wome.n,     'and    every     two 
weeks  from  the  last  of  June  until  school 
j  opens    a    party    of    fifteen    children    go    to  l 
I  Bridgeport  for  a  long,  jolly  vacation.    The 
jlong  summer  days  go  all  too  quickly    and 
I  the    two    weeks   soon '  pass,    and    the   time  I 
[comes  for  the  new  party  to  come  and  tak^ 
[-the  plaee,  of  the,  boys  or  girls  who   have 
been    enjojin?:    -he    good    things,   of    the 


Brid.sropDrt  HdlJ^ay  House.  AboCft-'a  hun- 
dred children  enjoy  the  hospitality  of  this 
fresh  air  heme  each  year. 

Although  the  Bridgeport  workers  have 
done  so  much  to  help  SuTas.hine  in  caring 
for  the  children  in  the  summer,  the  houso 
is  far  too  small  to  accommodate  all  the 
little  people  that  Sunshine  has  in  its  large 
family.  Each  year  we  have  asked  mem- 
bers living  in  the  country  _  to  open  their 
homes  to  a  few  children,  and  in  this  man- 
ner Sunshine  has  manag'cd  to  care  for  an- 
other large  number  of  children  that  need- 
ed the  summer  outing  in  the  country.    Yet, 


with  't'le  wil 


less  of  out  of  tov/n  mem- 


Jbers  to  h?lp  as  they  have  always  been  so 
willing  to  do,  Sunshine  finds  the  work 
greater  than  the  means  for  handling  it, 
and  our  great  aim  now  is  to  have  a  Sun- 
shine Fresh  Air  Home  of  our  own  that 
^v\\\  accDmmcixto  unlimited  parties  of 
children  and  adults  that  need  the  fresh 
air  and  look  to  Sunshine  to  provide  the 
means  for  them. 

I     Our  plan  now  Is  to  secure  a  tract  of  land 

!  and  f-rect  bungalows  so  that  we  need  not 
have  the  care  of  a  large  house.  Besides,  it 
!«;  e\3".  ■•••  '•  1  C.-.iild  and  maintain  a  small 
house  than  a  large  one,  and  as  our  funds 
lncT-a~e  W3  can  add  bungalows  to  our 
settlement.  We  already  have  a  large  army 
tent  that  will  ac-omrnc^late  fifty  cots,  and 
the  boys  lik?  nothing  better  than  to  camp 
■a;— :  :^  -•  ■.:  i:-^  :--.  On^  nf  our  good  ifrlends 
has  offered  to  build  the  first  house  and  that 
it  shall  not  cost  less  than  $2,030.  The  only 
proviso  is  that  some  one  else  must  give  the 
land.  It  s::cmed  a  hard  problem  to  find  a 
friend  who  would  donate  ground,  but  one 
has  come  to  u??,  and  as  soon  as  opportunity 
can  be  >made  to  look  It  over  and  make  the 
T\c^(:^ '?:■:.?.'■"   ;'-nngeiments  we  fsel   we   shall 

I  have  a  place  to  erect  our  first  bungalow. 

'  As  our  work  is  conducted  now  children 
are  given  two  weeks  in  the  country,  but 
when  we  have  our  new  plant  we  shall  not 
limit  the  time.    If  a  child  requires  another 

;weak  :o  m.ake  him  or  her  S'trong  and  well, 

! -nrovlslon  will  be  mart?  to  give  the  extra 
week  or  two  weeks  if  deemed  necessary. 

i  Often  we  fln:l  that  a  mother  ought  to  go 
with  her  child,  and  we  shall  bear  this  in 
mind  when  we  formulate  our  plans  and 
take  the  mother  too.  The  prospects  for 
the  first  home  are  very  bright,  but  lots  of 
other  things  will  be  needed.  We  must  fur- 
nish the  house,  and  will  look  to  our  many 
friends  to  help  us  with  this  as  well  as  the 
in  nances  to  run  the  now  Sunshine  vacation 
home. 

Branches  should  rem©m<ber  that  their 
first  du'ty  is  to  their  own  society,  and  begin 
now  to  help  the  m^aantenance  of  this  new 
feature  of  Sunshine.  It  will  depend  upon 
branches  and  frlonfis  very  much  as  to  how 
many  of  these  bright  opTxirt unities  we 
may  gra.sp  and  bring  to  serve  the  gtxxl 
cheer  work. 

The  day  outings  are  no  small  part  of  our 
fresh  air  work.  Many  a  mother  is  given  a 
'day  at  the  seashore  or  in  the  suburbs,  so 


fmm 


'tha:;  she  an^d  her  little  fam'ily  mxy  gel  j 
a\v±y  from  the  crowded,  'hot  tenements.  I 
It  is  for  this  part  of  the  work  tliat  we  are 
constantly  making  appeals  for  dimes;  for 
ten  cents  will  give  a  tlay'is  outing  <lo  a 
mother  and  her  ibaroy.  When  we  take  tar's* 
parties  of  ohlldron  ou.t  for  the  day  wo 
allow  twenty-five  cent?  each  for  expense^, 
fop  bss-idos  the  car  fare,  the  children  must 
have  milk,  and  th^y  enjoy  the  merry-go- 
rounds  to  su::h  an  extent  that  we  cannat  ' 
refuse  to  ffive  them  just  one  ride. 

Many  kinKis  of  wvDrk  have  come  under 
the  department  of  fresh  air  this  iseason, 
and  as  far  as  our  means  would  allow  we  , 
have  given  .help  to  evr-ry  worthy  case.  It 
Is  through  the  kindness  of  friends  and 
branches  thait  the  work  has  been  made 
so  sn.-'CFAsfu!.  and  daily  our  workers  at 
headquarters  express  their  appreciation  of 
the  injercsL  thar,  is  mAnlfft^ted  in  this  de- 
parttient  of  thr.  Sunshine  Division. 
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THI  "BLIND  BABIES'       GO. 


ON    A    FI§£.§H    AJIG-     OUTiKe- 


TL^w  \ior\c  Wot-LgL  . 


Q^gvLst  ^^.  1^07. 


ea  tor 

To  tfhe  IMltor  of  T\^e 

The  Inteniiational  Sunshine  Socf^ty, 
■^Jnlch  in:ana.g-pg  a  home  for  "blind  chil- 
dren under  eig'lrt,  is  having  a  hard  time 
to   make  ends  meet.  j 

'  Eventually  the  city  and  the  State  w'U 
provide,  but  at  present  we  are  stru^- 
grllng  to  save  the  blind  babies  fromj 
death,  helplp.  sness  and  feeble-minded- 
nese,  the  results  of  being  n:eglected  be- 
cause the  r>«-rents  are  too,  poor  or  too 
overworked  to  give  them  proper  atten-i 
tlon.  The  city  already  giYes  us  $2.25  a 
week  eaxjh  for  eight   destitute   babies,     j 

Not  long  ago,  tJred  and  discouraged! 
■svtit<h  trying  to  give  proper  ca.re  against' 
Euoh  odds.  I  wrote  to  n.y  associate  in; 
the  work,  Mtk.  Cynthia  Tregear,  a 
graduate  nurse  who  is  in  charge  of  the 
.;5:hildren.  With  a  wear>  heajpt  I  told 
her  that  we  m'ust  at  last  give  in.  The 
children  must  be  disbanded,  the  desti- 
tute ones  sent  back  to  the  Island  and 
the   otheri?   to   their  homes. 

Just  a,s  I  was  about  to  sign  nay  name 
there  was  a  joy-ous  s;ho.utin.g  at  my  "cioorj 
and  six  pairs  of  chubby  arms  tried  to 
£.Ge  which  couM  huig  me  the  tightest. 

The  nurse  had  'brought  six  blirnd.  chil- 
dren to  visit  me.  They  balf  smothered 
me  with  their  caresaes.  I  managed  to 
get  hold  of  the  letter— that  confession 
of  mj*-  weakness— and  tore  It  Into 
piece?. 

*'X.ook  here?"  I  cried,  as  I  shook  little 
Rach'Cl  «JT  my  back,  "what  makes  your 
cheeks  so  red  «nd'your  hands  so  fat?" 

"Because  I  eat  all  day."  was  the  in- 
telligenc  reply. 

"No,  she  drinks,"  said  Cornelius,  "She; 
drlnks~she  drinks— a  wh-Oje  houseful. of 
milk." 

"I  truly  believe  it,"  I  replied,  think- 
ing at  the  iifty-dollar  n.-ilk  bill. 

Will  not  you  who  read  this  help  to 
pay  the  next  milk  bill?  Grive  an  order 
to  your  grocer  and  send  a  supply  of 
good  thln??s  to  the  l>able3  at  their  borne. 
Eighty-fourth  sti*eet  anid  Thirteenth 
aT'enue,    Dyker   Height-s,    Brooklyn. 

OYNTHIA    WESTOVKR    A!tJ)CE7N. 
President-Ge>neral      International      S-un- 
shine   Society,    Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer of  the  (Brandh  for  the  Blind. 

New  York,  Aug.  22.  ^ 


BostovT,    "R-ecor-cL 
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BUND  BABIESHAVE  TO 
BE  TAUGHT  TO  CRAWL 


TEACHING  THK   BLIND  BABIES  TO  PLAY,    CRAWL,   AND    WALK. 


Prominent  among  the  delegates  to  the 
American  Assn.  of  Workers  for  the  Blind, 
held  at  Jamaica  Plain  Kindergarten  for 
the  Blind,  are  Mrs.  Cynthia  M.  Tregear, 
formerly  of  Boston,  and  Mrs.  Theodore  F. 
Seward,  who  represented  the  Blind  Babies' 
i^t -.  e  of  New  York  city,  maintained  by  a 
-dM.  paper   club. 

Through  this  club  and  the  work  of  New 
York  women,  the  blind  babies  of  New  York 
Instead  of,  as  formeriv  hpine-  Rent  to  the 
idiot  department  at  Randall  Id.,  if  desti- 
tute, or  allowed  until  me  age  of  eiglit 
years  to  remain  with  parents  able  to  feed 
and  in  a  way  care  for  them,  are  now  sent 
to  the  nursery  and  their  education  begun 
early,  and  are  taught  to  crawl  and  walk  as 
soon  a.3   po-sslble. 

It  Is  stated  that  there  would  not  be  so 
many  helpless  and  cripj-)led  adult  blind 
asking  for  aid  now,  If  they  had  beeit 
properly    cared    for    when     babies.  3 


TleiO   Vork,    ro^t 


■  vcsL-  30,   noi. 


APPKAL.  FROM  THB  BLIND   BABIKS 
HOMl 

[ft  Ei>nrt:>R  OF  The  Evening  Post: 
3ir:  a  letter  which  has  just  come  to 
my  desk  asks  me  to  take  into  the  Blind 
Babies'  Home  a  little  blind  child,  a  girl,; 
three  years  old.  Another  is  the  fourth  let-j 
ter  that  tias  come  to  me,  begging  that  we 
take  in  and  care  for  a  blind  boy  four  years 
old.  Both  of  these  children  a*re  shut  out 
forever  from  the  true  sunlight  that  we  all| 
.love  so  dearly.  The  Sunshine  Society's 
Home  for  Blind  Babies  at  Eighty-fourth 
Street  and  Thirteenth  Avenue,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  is  the  only  one  in  the  State  of  New 
York  for  blind  children  under  eight  years. 
After  that  age  the  city  cares  for  them,  but 
until  they  reach  that  age  there  is  no  pro-'t 
vision  made,  and  many  of  them  would  be 
without  proper  care  and  training  if  the  In- 
ternational Sunshine  Societyt  with  head- 
quarters at  No.  96  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York, 
had  not  come  to  the  rescue  and  established 
a  home.  The  city  pays  $2.25  a  week  for  all 
children  who  are  literally  destitute,  but 
there  are  many  who  are  not  "destitute"  in 
the  literal  sense  of  the  word,  yet  whose 
parents  are  unable  to  more  than  feed  them. 
It  is  impossible  to  take  all  the  children 
who  apply,  simply  for  lack  of  money.  Wej 
have  no  fund  to  draw  upon,  and  rely  upLOa 
the  kindness  of  the  public ,  to  support  thd 
Home.  There  are  plenty  of  willing  hande 
in  our  society,  but  we  need  money  to  meet 
the  urgent  daily  needs. 

Cynthia  Westover  Aldbn,    ' 

Secretary-Treasurer  Sunshine  Society,  Blin(i 

Babies'    Home.  i 

New  York,   August  29.  j 
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imsnine  ^ocieiy  Is  rar  from 
Finished  with  Fresh  Air  Work 


ALfnoi  ■<3<H*summner,  aocording  to 
t^4  f-a1«udar,  is  almost  over,  and 
.1,\is*^^  'i.t  pre^aiTit  the  we-aither  is  cm)1 
uiid  .-xihilaratinff  the  season  for  do- 
i%  fres.h  air  wonk  is  not  ovci-  by 
any  meains.  .Scptembier  is  often  the 
niost  trying  moiith  oZ  the  season, 
land  even  sliould  it  -156  •eomifortaibl^  thj^rt 
'are  many  frail  woonen  and  children  either 
QOTibvalesclin.g  from  iMneiss  (^r  on  tihe  vergre 
V-)f  a  hfeaikdow-n.  tliat  are  soreb'  in  need  of 
a  ahan'gre  of  air  to  '.build  them  up,  and  Sun- 
.shine  .must  continue  for  a  I'btle  longer  at 
lei.st  to  ask  for  icontriibudons  for  this  work. 
;  Sauid  Mrs.  Aldon  Avhen  maHlng  a  recent, 
app-eal :— - 

'*Thi3  very  day  a  sohool  teacher  -crieid  aS"; 
if  her  heart  wo<uld  'break  wh'^n  I  to'.d  her 
thait  our  vacation  mon-ey  did  1:0:  permit 
sending  a.ny  more  giuests  jusifc  now.  A:1 
winter  lon.ar  &he  had  matin'tain^d  a  family 
through  diifCerent  gpeJlta  of  skkiness,  teach- 
ing and  nursing- .alt  tthe  sa.motim?,  and  now, 
almost  at  th^  olios'^  of  vacation,  she  findi 
(hensftil'f  weary  and  worn  out,  -with  a  family' 
to  support  and  only  a  few  dollars  in  'the 
ba.nk.  T^hi.s  is  t'he  kind  of  pers-on  r  slioul  I 
like  to  g'ive  a.  vaioaition  to  U  I  bad  moii-.y. 
"I  Ttnow  of  places  by  the  seaside  and  in 
the  mountains  where  the  best  board  and 
care  can  be  secured  for  rroni  $5  to  .JIO  a 
W4fck.  We  harve  Simshine  members  in  al- 
mcst  every  State  who  have  offered  their 
[homes  for  g-uests  of  Obis  kind.  Many  others 
'  will  when  they  know  the  need  of  their  ihos- 
ipitality. 

■  "Can  you  not  get  up  some  kind  of  a  gar- 
den party  and  turn  in  the  necessary  funds 
:  for  a  iguest  fior  a  week  or  fo? 

"Will  every  one  who  reads  this  column 
become  a  Sunshine  member  by  doing  some 
kind  deed?  If  the  calls  m^ade  here  do  not 
especially  appeal,  think  up  sometliing  that 
you  can  do  to  help  along.  Everybody  lias 
something  he  can  pass  on,  divide  or  con- 
I tribute,  and  that  is  just  wliat  the  society; 
needs.  There  are  calls  at  general  head- 
! quarters  for  everything  that  has  ever  been 
of  use  to  anybody.  i 

!  "A  poor  little  iblind  .'ba'by  could  not  be 
taken  into  -.he  homo  the  other  day  because 
there  Avas  no  free  crib  endowed;  therefore 
no  way  to  suppoi-t  it  If  it  wore  taken  in. 
Stiili,  some  day  some  father  and  mother 
v,\]l  aenl  $5,CKtO  to  endov/  a  crib  for  a  blind 
itjaiby.  They  will  send  this  because  of  th« 
^beautiful  cyc-s  God  has  given  their  own' 
dtar  one.      ''  1 


,"]f  I  do'  Jtiat  tell  of  these  things,  of, 
com-so,  they  could  not  be  answered,  an>l 
AhcU  i'l  the  reason  whj'^  1  try  to  say  ku^ 
Biu-h  ill  so  little  «!>;ice.  -  I 

;  •♦Tlvink  up  sont^thing.  Don't  let  tlie 
Wn-'uth  pass  without  your  k^ni  deed— be  it 
'^••ex^  or  smadl,  and  then  wiite  to  ,us  about 
it  at  Sunshine  Headciuarters,  No.  %  Fifth' 
-avenue,  New  York."  - 

•  The  last  ;^0Ttnigh't  Uias  brought  a  long  list 
'of  oontnibwons  .received  and  needy  ones 
^ent  away.'  '    . 

|;  Mrs.  A.  O.  McEroy.  of  Brooklyn,  sent  in 
112* to  give  a  little  crippled  boy  an  outing. 
Eirs.  Smith,  of  Fifth  avenue,  New  York 
Kltv'  '^ent  .'*!1  for  the  fresh  air  work.  She 
Kalexgt  kindly  offered  a  lot  of  kindling  wood 
'at  the  same  time,  an  offer  gratefully  ac-jj 
cepted.  I 

.Miss     May     Allaire,     Herkimer     street,! 
Brooklyn,  sent  in  $3  for  the  ice  and  fresh 
air  funds. 

'    Rosalie   B.   Gerr,   twelve   years  old,   now 
jn    Westhampton,    sent    SI. 25    to    help    pay! 
the. car  fare  for  some  little  girl  to  go  into; 
the  country.    She  says  she  will  try  to  form 
a  S;unshlne  branch  and  hold  an  affair  very 
•oojn  to  get  more  money.    Three  little  girls 
jeho  had  never  been  out  of  New  York  had 
tf  trip  to  Coney  Island  on  this  money,  and  j 
*hey   want  to  thank  Rosalie  for  the  won-  ' 
fierfully  good  time  they  had.  I 

■[  T'he  Rev.  R.  M.  Green,  of  Brooklyn,  last  j 
w&ek  sent   on   from   the   Delaware   Water  i 


Gap  a  check  for  $5  for  the  fresh  air  work. 

A  generous  check  for  $25  has  been  re- 
ceived from  Mrs.  P.  N.  Paris,  of  New 
(York  olty.  She  Is  staying  at  the  shore 
(On  Long  Islanki,  and,  reading  of  the  fresh 
air  work,  wis^hed  to  help.  This  check  will 
pay  for  the  crippled  woman  who  has  not 
been  on  a  vacation  for  twenty  years.  She 
Is  now  having  the  time  of  her  life  down-  at 
;the  sea  shore. 

i  Hubert  L.  Smith,  twelve  years  old, 
earned  $5  by  himself.  He  sent  it  to  the 
Sunshine  Society  with  a  very  pretty  note, ! 
saying,  "Use  this  wherever  most  needed  ] 
to  relieve  suffering."  It  was  spent  to 
pay  the  board  for  a  oripple  for  two  weeks  I 
on  the  beach.  He  must  be  a  very  good' 
little  boy  to  earn  so  much  money  to  help! 
a  playmate. 

"Week  beifore  last  a  numiber  o.f  gnaests  afj 
the 'Hiiighland  Inn,  Straud^burg,  Pa.,  many; 
of  them  from  New  York  and  Brooklyn,! 
«ave  a  fair  for  the  Sunshine  Fresh  Air! 
JHuad.  .     i 

,.:  The  fair  was  held  on  the  grounds  at  tha 
Inn,  the  summer  hou.=;e  and  a  numiber  of 
pretty  vu.ctic  Ibiobths  erected  for  the  pur- 
pfiso  and  decorated  <with  lanterns,  flags 
and  .«hru'blbery  serving  for  the  display  of 
the  many  attractive  articles  on  sale,  the 
attendants  in  thoir  'wTiite  dre.-se-=5,  yellow 
Hfe.=!'hep,  wlt^'i  wiiite  ribbons  and  yellow 
flowers  in  th'^';r  ])\'v.  iind  the  throngs  of 
visitors  in  dainty  su'mmcr  frocks,  wiho 
ckme  to  iMiy,  completing'  a  charming 
rtcture.. 


j  ^?At  tr-ie'TcfWrfa'de  (bower  were  the  !M1S?«' 
lOiaydis  F'um:)crt.  Katharine  Van  Dyko,- 
jPorothy  VernonHSimi-fh  and  Elizaibetili  Kt^fi- 
^^iedy,  while  in  charge  of  the  candy  taibla 
were  iMis?  Anna  Waters  and  Miss  M.  li. 
Fitzgerald.  Miss  Bessie  'MoGarra'h  had 
charge  of  the  ''beau  vas?." 

Then  tiiere  was  a  twenty-five  cent  bar- 
gain table  presided  over  by  Mrs.  G.  J. 
yogTit,  a  chance  taible  Jn  charge  of  Mi^^s 
:Van;Matta,  a  "duck  hedge"  Tiianaged  by 
Mr.  Gamble,  and  two  fancy  work  tabic-.-? 
attende.l  iby  Mi.'^s  Hqwell.  Mrs.  J.  Vernon- 
&mUh  and  Mrs.  G.  /\Vc.>dhull  EndiootL. 
!  Ajt  the  ic?  cream;  tab'e  were  Masters 
Russell  Mc<3arrah  and  James  Hoss,  Miss 
Dorothy  Bvickiio.  Mips  .Mcyjorie  Inness, 
Miss  FjeifJ<i  S?oot  and  Miss  :\Iyrtle  War- 
ner, while  'Master  Ro'nort  Van  Dyke  made 
a  captivating  tiower  ix>:-.  '■'^nd  Mr.  Van 
Dykc;  distingui;~heil  'h;insr]'g-%.y(;;-rhft  adroit 
;vaniisr  in  wirirh  lie  fiuriionglcPoff  cvcry- 
tiilng  that  wa.'^  Irft.  and  Mr!\EaA  I'.  Wyck- 
off  noted  as  all  around  assistant  to  every- 
bofl>-.     The    fair   nested    tn^    .splf-ndkl    sum 

of  n2^.?,s>. 

The  T^oving-  Circle  o'f  King's  r);v.ifjhcers, 
of  which, rvliss  Fanni-e  L.  IsroDougal!  is  sec- 
retary, and  a  friT:nd  in  Frcrport.  I-i.  I., 
each  sent  in  ?2.  The  money  was  used  to 
.S'^nd  a  child  to  the  seashore  fo^r  a  week 
and  to  give  two  delicate  mother?;  with  their 
c'nildren  a  Iroiley  outing. 

Prominent  amon.ij  the  delegati'-:  to  the 
American  A.s-scciation  of  Workerr^  for  liie 
Blind,  held  i).t  Jamaica  Plain  Kindcr^-ar- 
garten  foi-  the  Blind,  from  Tuesday  to 
Friday'  uf  lL'iirt"jwwPPil'!— Pff^»**^:£g.  Cyn  ihia 
]M.  f>egear  and  Mrs.  Thejclorf^  F.  Seward, 
■who  reipresented  the  Bli.nd  Babies'  flome. 

Mrs.  Tregear  was  for  tAvo  years  ma>:fon 
of  the  Boston  Nursery  for  Blind  Babit-v=, 
Sne  and  Miss  Snow  went  in  it  with  the 
first  children  v,-hen  the,  .home  on  Egrl-ton 
.square  was  first  opened.  She  is  a  graduare 
r.urse,  and  after  leaving  the  Boston  nur- 
sery went  to  Xaw  York,  where  she  did 
j:riva.te  nursing  'for  a  year,  finally  uniting 
with  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westovcr  Aldeii^'iu 
founding  a  nursery,  kindergarten  and  hotfio 
for  blind  babies  of  the  State  of  New  Yo3?kc 
Mrs.  Treigear  taking  full  charge  of  ti>^ 
'home  and  Mrs.  Alden  the  responsibility  ci 
raising  the  money  to  maintain  it.  The 
•efforts  of  the^e  'two  women  have  b.-r^en 
crowned  with 'marked  succes.?. 

The  branch  for  'the  bHInd  Is  now  an  In- 
corporated society,  and  Mrs.  Tii-eodor."  F. 
Seward,  one  of  the  acknowledge!  parlia- 
men'tarians  of  the  State  of  New  York,  ifl 
preside^nt.  Mr.?.  Seward  is  a.n  enthusiast 
on  tiie  subject  of  saving  blind  babies.  ^!h<3 
is  a  boHliant  speaker  and  huought  pu-t  with 
strong  ^miphasls  wiilile  telling  of  lier  work 
the  fact  that  the  great  seore<t  of  the  su:^ 
crss  of  the  International  Su^nahine  Socls-ty. 
of  w'hich  the  Blind  Babies'  Home  is  ^ 
branch,  is  due  almosit  wholly  to  the  inter-v; 
est  the  newspapers  and  mont.hly  period-^ 
Icals  have  taken  in  the  work.  The  I.  S.  S^. 
is  the  lafgest  philanthropiic  newspaper  so- 
ciety in  the  world. 


Taking:  care  of  the  blind  babies  Is  o.n« 
branch  out  of  three  thousaml  reg-istered 
at  headquarters,  No.  96  Fifth  avenue,  Nev^ 
York  city. 

Mrs.  Alden,  whi'e  doing  all  around  re- 
porting, discovered  that  t.Iiere  was  no  pvo- 
\iision  In  the  State  of  New  York  for  a 
blind  baby,  ^^'he^  one  managed  to  exist,  if 
it  were  destitute,  it  found  i't.s  way  to  the 
idict  department  on  Randaii'is  Isiand.  It 
it  was  the  child  of  .po>or  parents  who'cauld 
just  manage  to  feed  it  and  keep  it  warm,' 
though  it  lived  to  the  age  of  eiight,  when 
it  would  be  entitled  to  enter  'the  City 
School  far  the  Blind,  its  mirid  would  b^  a 
blank  and  it  would  uot  be  admitted.  JTen_'e, 
M.rs.  Alden,  in  a  .plea  to  the  New  York  ci'ty 
papers  last  week,  stated  tliat  there"  ".•c.jid- 
not  be  so  many  helpless  and  crippled  adult 
blind  asking  for  a.id  now  if  th;?y  had  bt??n 
(properly  cared  for  when  "babies.  She  drew 
the  attention  to  a  live- year-old  child  now 
in  the  kindergarten  with  paralyzed  legs. 
who  would  be  a  cripple  all  its  life  becausj 
of  being  allowed  to  sit  five  years  without- 
i)elng  taught  to  craiwl  or  walk. 

These  three  New  York  women  .beggea 
the  ipuiblic  not  to  slacken  work  in  benaii. 
of  the  adult  blind,  but  redouiblc  its  en- 
ergies turned  in  the  direction  of  estaiblis-a- 
ing"  nurseries,  kindergartens  and  iioaies 
for  blind  'baibies. 


Tle^ui  \iork.    yost. 


_      Se[n.te>wbe>v    io  >    HOT. 

PLIGHT  OF  BLIND  BABIES 


(a$ES  THAT  COME  TO   THE  SUN- 


SHINE  SOCIETY. 


Mrs.  Alden,  Fregident-General,  Tells 
Why  These  Children  Should  Be 
Aided — Many  Die,  but  Others  Lose 
Their  Minds  and  Become  Cripples 
Unless  They  Are  Taught. 


In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  |25,  do- 
nated by  G.  J.  Bascom,  through  the  Evening 
Post,  to  the  International  Sunshine  Society, 
for  its  work  on  behalf  of  blind  babies, 
Mrs.  Cynthia  Westovjr  Alden,  president- 
general  of  the  society,  said  to-day  that  she 
was  anxious  to  have  a  crib  endowed  in  the 
Blind  Babies'  Home,  so  that  it  would  bej 
possible  to  take,  on  short  notice,  any  lit- 
tle sightless  child  and  give  It  care  until  a 
rroper   place   could   be   found   for   it. 

"We  also  want  to  establish  a  large  nurs- 
ery and  kindergarten  for  blind  babies," 
said  Mrs.  Alden.  "There  are  only  three  in 
the  United  States.  A  private  nursery  in 
Hartford  has  ninQ  blind  babies  now  in  its 
care;  another  one  in  Boston  has  seventeen. 
Our  nursery  and  kindergarten  would  take 
any  .blind  baby  from  any  State  and  care 
for  it — that  is,  if  we  had  the  necessary 
amount  to  pay  the  house  bills.  We  have 
over  one  hundred  on  our  waiting  list,  but 
I  dare  not  count  on  taking  at  one  time 
more  than  twenty-five  because  of  the  lack  j 
of  funds.  i 

"The  city  and  State  will,  in  time,  as- 
sume the  responsibilities  of  this  home,  I 
feel  sure,  but  until  we  bring  that  about, 
It  will  be  necessary  to  depend  upon  the 
public  to  help  us  out.  It  is  necessary  to 
keep  the  home  open  as  a  demonstration 
of  the  fact  that  a  blind  child  is  not  an 
object     of     charity  because     it     is     blind, 


neither  is  It  idiotic  or  feeble-minded;  there- 
fore it  should  not  be  sent  to  the  idiot  de- 
partment on  the  Island,  where  it  is  bound 
to  lose  its  mind  even  if  it  were  normal 
when  sent  there. 

"At  the  recent  convention  in  Boston  one 
of  the  learned  men,  on  the  subject  of 
'what  is  good  for  the  blind,'  said  to  me, 
'I  don't  believe  in  taking  a  blind  baby 
from  its  mother.  You  are  doing  wrong 
to  have  anything  to  do  with  It  until  its 
school  age.'  I  realized  It  would  be  almost 
impossible  to  make  that  man  ever  see  the 
true  situation. 

"A  woman  who  must  earn  her  own  living 
leaves' the  blind  child  in  her  crib  while  she 
scruibs  or  does  any  other  work  that  will  give 
her  a  dollar  a  day  to  keep  the  baby  living. 
A  child  left  alone  in  total  darkness,  I  find, 
amuses  itself  by  sticking  its  fingers  into 
its  eyes.  Nine  cases  out  of  ten  die.  The 
one  that  escapes  death  lives  to  meet  a 
much  worse  fate — Imbecility — for  no  child 
can  live  eight  years  in  total  darkness,  sim- 
ply being  fed  and  kept  warm,  without  grow- 
ing up  feeble-minded.  Hence,  at  the  age 
/of  eight,  when  he  is  supposed  to  be  ready 
for  the  city  school,  the  child  is  refused  be- 
cause he  'is  deemed  to  be  feeble-minded. 

"Then,  there  is  another  calamity  that  be- 
falls these  children.  Naturally,  they  are 
not  taught  to  crawl,  play,  or  walk.  Tliey 
sit  on  their  little  legs  and  grow.  I'hfe 
heavy  body  finally  paralyzes  the  limbs,  and 
even  if  the  child  escapes  injuring  its  eyes 
or  losing  its  mind,  it  may  be  a  cripple  all 
its  life.  Last  week  we  had  two  such  cases 
brought  to  our  attention.  One  child  of  six 
years  is  an  idiot,  although  -when  it  went 
blind  at  the  age  of  one  year,  it  was  a 
normal  child.  We  did  not  take  this  boy, 
for  there  is  no  hope  of  doing  him  any  good. 
We  did  take  the  other  little  'boy,  six  years 
old.  His  legs  are  dwarfed  and  useless,  but 
his  mind  is  not  a  blank,  for  he  responds  to 
teaching.  We  have  given  him  a  special 
nurse,  and  are  doing  our  best  to  massage 
his   legs  into  shape   again." 

The  Home  for  Blind  Babies  is  at  Eighty- 
fourth  Street  and  "  Thirteenth  Avenue, 
Brooklyn.  Its  books  are  audited  by  a  pub- 
lic accom^tant,  and  all  contributions  are 
acknojp^dged  promptly. 


CA/Ibsiyua|  ,  TL  ■  V  .     Ju>Tve3    XtYVy^o 
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CLUB  WOMEN 

MEET  AT  TROY. 

The    third    judicial    district    of    tho 
State    Federation    of   Women's    clubs 
had  special  honors  at  the  thirteentn 
annual  convention  of  the  State  Fed- 
eration     yesterday      in      Troy.      Mrs. 
Elmer    Blair    of    Albany,    first    vice- 
president    of   the    federation,    presid- 
ed   over    the    convention    during    the 
able  response  by  the  president,  Mr?;.  : 
Stoddard   Hammond,   who   responded  j 
to    the   cordial   greetings      given      by  j 
Mayor    Mann    of    Troy.      Mrs.    S.    A.  | 
Silliman,    president   of   Troy   Federa-  | 
tion,    and    Mrs.    Howard   Harrison   of  , 
Albany    and    chairman    of    the    third  i 
judicial    district.       This    district    was 
reported  to  contain  eighteen  flourish-  j 
ing    districts,    seven    new    ones    join- | 
ing    in    the    past    year.       Among    the  | 
distinguished  guests  were:   Mrs.  Hel- 
muth,  honorary  president;   Mrs.  Car-  I 
penter    former  president;  Mrs.  Henry  i 
H    Herman  of  New  York,  Mfs.  Char-  | 
lotte    B.    Wilbur,    New      Yofk;      Mrs. 
Williams    Cumming    Story    of    New 
York  Federation,  representing  35,000 
women   v/ho   are   working  to    have   a 
hotel    for    working    women    in    New 
York;    Mjs.    William      Gerry      Slade,  ! 
president  of  the   Daughters   of  1812, 
and  Mrs.   John  D.  Whish  of  Albany, 
president   of    the   New    York    Assem- 
bly   of    Mothers.       Letters    of    regret 
were    read    from    Mrs.    Russell    Sas^e 
and   Mrs.    Henrotin,   president  of  the 
General    Federation,    were    read. 

The  standing  committees  on  civil 
service  bv  Miss  Meyer;  philanthropy, 
Mrs.  James  Scott;  art,  Mrs.  James 
Canfield,  and  libraries  and  civics, 
Mrs  Charles  A.  Weiting,  were  ablv 
presented,  either  by  discussion  and 
addresses  as^  the  eloquent  one  on 
"Civic  Righteousness,"  by  Mrs. 
David  Mason  or  personal  reports  as 
in  philanthropy  and  civics  which 
gave  an  admirable  idea  of  the  work 
of  the  federation.  During  the  phil- 
anthropy report  Mrs.  Cynthia  West- 
over  Alden,  president  of  the  Inter- 
national Sunshine  society,  was  given 
extra  time  to  report  the  grant  of 
112  acres  near  New  York  for  the 
putting  up  of  bungalows  and  tents 
for  summer  outings,  and  made  a 
special  plea  that  the  various  clubs  In 
the  federation  also  consider  the  great 
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of  the  Blind  Babies'  Home  in  New 
York  rlt"^  tlij  miilT"  institution  for 
blind  infants  in  the  state.  That  on-? 
had  been  sent  from  California  and 
in  the  past  year  nine  had  been  pro- 
moted and  sent  to  city  kindergartens 
who  without  their  special  care  would 
have  become  feeble  minded  and 
charges  on  the  state  as  paupers.  In 
art  the  general  discussion  following 
the  report  urged  the  need  of  Chris- 
tfS.n  art  to  be  included  as  a  neces- 
sary part  of  the  history  of  art  an-.i 
for  its  continued  value  to  art  stu- 
dents  of   the    present    day. 

Civics  gave  its  four  reports — from 
:^roy,  with  its  admirable  playground 
in  Prospect  park;  Schenectady,  Bing- 
hamton,  with  its  curfew,  and  New 
York.  Delegates  arrived  for  the  re- 
ception to  be  held  at  the  Troy  club. 
The  Troy  Federation,  through  its  ef- 
ficient music  chairman,  Mrs.  Klock, 
has  given  a  large  and  the.  best  sec- 
tion of  Music  Hall  as  reserved  seats 
to  the  guests,  officers  and  out-of- 
town  delegates  for  the  concert  given 
to-night    In    Music    Hall. 

This  moiiiing  Hon.  Andrew  P. 
Draper,  commissioner  of  education, 
delivered  an  address  on  "What  the 
Women's  Clubs  Can  Do  for  the 
Schools." 


W^ws"tS^!S^ 


s  to  Go  to  Sunshine  Home  for 
Blind  Babies.  "^ 

There  is  greatwliliWn^  at  the  Sunshine 
'Home  for  iBl'nd  'Babies,  at  Eighty-fourth 
street  and  Tliirteenth  avenue,  Dyker 
HeiS'hts.  Brooklyn,  over  a  letter  just  re- 
[ceived  from  Mme.  Calvg,  In  which  the 
prima  donna  promises  to  g-ive  $200  toward 
paying  oft  the  $5,000  mortgage  on  the  home, 
which  falls  due  December  1.  Little  more 
than  one-hal'f  ha.s  -boen  raised  toward  the 
payment. 

Mme.  Calv6  I.?  a  member  of  the  Sunshine 
Society-,  and  since  her  return  to  this  coun- 
try has  evinced  great  interest  i.n  the  blin.d 
babies,  and  recently  pre.^ented  to  (Mrs.  AI- 
den,  of  the  home,  a  doll  dreissed  as  Carmen. 
Part  of  the  doll's  costume  is  fashioned 
from  the  gown  worn  by  Mme.  Calvg  at  her 
•first  appearance  in  .New  York  as  Carmen, 
and  a  part  of  the  singer's  ov,n  dark  tresses 
are  attached  to  the  head  of  the  charming: 
toy,  which  is  to  be  sold  on  clvances  for  the 
benefit  of  the  mortgage  tund. 
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It     t^     Be      Sold 


Calve    Preseuts    It     ti»     Be      Sold    for 

I  Biina    Rabies'    benefit. 

I  jJCadajne^Bmma  Calve  has  presented  a 
moll\  dressed  as  Carmen,  with  head 
IpowneJ  by  a  "«:ig  made  of  some  of  the 
fingrer's  own  dark  tresses,  to  be  sold  for 
dbances  for  the  benefit  of  the  mortgage 
^nd  of  the  Home  for  5ii»d*Babies  at 
B|ghty-fourth  street  and  Thirteenth  ave- 
nne.  Bay  Ridge. 

The    prima   donna   also   sent   a   check 
ior  $200  toward  the  fund. 
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ut  shows  the? 
blind  children  of  the  orcbestra  at 
the  Home  for  Blind  Babies  in  Dyker 
H-eig"hts. '  Brooklyn,  rehearping-  for  a 
visit  from  Mme.  Calve,  the  opera 
sing-er,  who  rec'ently  visited  them. 
Every  child  in  tb3  orchestra  is  blind, 
mo.st  of  Ihem  never  having:  seen  the 
light  of  day.  They  are  inmates  of 
the  Internationa]  Sunshine  Society's 
Home  for  Blind  Babies  at  Eighty- 
,  fourth  Stre-et  an-d  Thirteenth  Avenue, 
'  Brooklyn,  and  several  of  them  are 
NeAv  Jersey  children.  Delig-hted  at 
the  prospect  of  a  \isit  from  the 
noted  sing'er,  the  childre'Ti  rehearsed 
various  pieces  for  several  hours,  and 
were  amply  pepaid  for  their  work  by 
the  interest  Mme.  Calve  takes  in 
them. 

She  is  especially  interested  m 
Annie  Payia,  a  little  Italian  blind 
child  from  this  Sitate.  Annie  had 
th:3  pleasure  of  singing  for  Calve, 
and  who  knows  but-  some  day  she 
may  be  a  great  singer  her.self.  Calve 
always  takes  several  pounds  of 
candy  with  her  when  she  visits  the 
children,  and  thay  enjoy  the  treat 
immensely.  Melba  is  also  interested 
in  the  children,  and  before  she  went 
abroad   sent   them  a  check  for  $500. 

Emma  Kingsland,  who  was  born 
in  Nietw  Jersey,  has  graduated  from 
the  baby  kindergarten,  au'd  now  goes 
to  the  city  school  on  Thirty-fourth 
Street.  Emma's  only  home  is  the 
Sunshine  Nursery,  so  she  comes  back 
every  Friday  night  and  returns  to 
school  on  Monday.  It  is  an  intter- 
esting  sight  to  see  these  blind  chil- 
dren playing  on  the  var  ous  instru- 
menits.  They  do  exceedingly  well, 
too,  and  play  at  most  of  the  meet- 
ing's of  tbe^  society,  always  pleasing 
the    audience. 

The  children  are  ver^-  happy  and 
content  in  their  home,  which  is  largt- 
and  airy.  They  have  many  a  merry 
time  playing  on  the  lawns  about  th«» 
house,  and  have  tea  partio-;  and 
other  amusements  children  like.  Sev- 
eral garden  swings  afford  a  great 
deal  of  pl?asure.  and  Mrs.  Tregear. 
superintendent,  knows  just  what  in 
plan    to    please    them. 

It  takes  at  least  $2oO  a  year  to 
care    for,     Ijain    and    teacii    a    child. 


MiscellanoDUs 
New  Jer?iy,  in  answer  to  Mrs.  ; 
AMen's  ple«,  have  helped  with  the  ' 
bills  for  the  New  Jersey  children.  I 
More  contributions  are  s^olicited  from 
this  Static,  and  anybody  sympathiz- 
ing with  the  work  should  send 
mo'ney  or  other  donations  to  Mrs. 
Brice  Collard.  56  Clinton  Avenue, 
Jersey  City.  T.he  officers  of  the  so- 
ciety ai^e  tryijig  to  clear  off  the  $5,000 
mortgag?  by  Dec.  1.  and  New  Jersey 
is  a.sked  to  help.  Various  branches 
throughout  this  Sta.te  are  urged  to 
do  all  they  can  to  help  support  this 
institution,  which  is  a  most  worthy 
one. 

For  this  purpose  six  glass  boxes 
have  been  distributed  in  stores  on 
tht3  hill  and  downtown,  and  the 
money  obtained  through  them  will 
go    to    the    home. 

It  is  through  the  efforts  of  the 
(Newspaper  Club  that  the  blind 
bablee   are    being    reared. 

Mrs.  Triagear,  superintendent,  has 
decided  to  make  the  training  of  blind: 
babies  her  life  work,  and  is  just 
completing  a  book  of  fairy  tales  as 
told   by  the  blind  children. 

Mrs.  Seward,  known  in  New  York 
as  one  of  the  most  efRci.ant  club 
women  of  the  day.  says  she  haa 
•withdrawn  from  almost  everything 
in  order  to  give  her  time  more  closely 
to   saving   of   blind   babies.  , 


O arltlyyyo^-t, ,  H^air'i^La.v.dL,  Tj^urs 


Octohe-r    10     '^^T 


"Most  people,"  said  Mrs.  Cynthia  "West- 
over  Alden,  president  of  the  Interna- 
tional Sunshine  Society,  in  telling  of  her 
work  to  a  reporter  for  Tlae  News  yester- 
day, "do  not  realize  that  the  Sunshine  I 
Society  is  a  newspaper  club;  in  fact,  the  i 
largest  philanthropic  newspaper  club  in 
the  world.  It  was  organized  in  1896. 
when  I  was  editor  on  the  old  New  York 
Recorder.  An  elevator  boy  had  been 
hurt,  and  there  seemed  to  be  no  one  to 
take  care  of  him.  An  appeal  was  made 
to  the  people  in  our  office,  and  soon  a 
sufficient  amount  of  money  was  collected 
to  send  him  to  a  hospital.  This  was  the 
beginning  of  the  Society,  whose  members 
pledged  themselves  to  'do  the  kind  deed 
of  the  day  as  far  as  possible.'  " 

"You  know,"  Mrs.  Alden  continued,  re- 
flectively, "the  world  is  kind,  if  you  only 
give  it  a  chance  to  divide.  Shortly  after 
the  Society  had  been  organized  we  heard 
of  a  poor  sick  woman  who  was  com- 
pelled to  spend  her  days  in  a  dark, 
cheerless  room  for  th^  want  of  a  rolling- 
chair.  I  knew  that  somewhere  in  the 
city  of  New  York  there  must  be  a  roll- 
ing-chair that  was  not  in  use.  An  ap- 
peal for  such  a  chair  put  Into  the  Sun- 
shine Column  of  the  paper  brought  30. 

Have  No  Competition. 

"Another  thing  that  is  characteristic 
of  our  Society  is  that  we  never  engage 
in  competition  with  other  societies.  For 
instance,  If  a  destitute  old  man  comes  to 
us  for  assistance  we  do  not  attempt  to 
start  an  old  man's  home,  but  we  put  him 
into  some  home  that  has  already  been 
established.  If  a  case  of  sickness  is 
brought  to  our  notice,  we  do  not  attempt 
to  start  a  hospital,  but  we  put  the  pa- 
tient into  that  hospital  which  is  best 
suited  to  treat  liis  particular  disease. 
And,  besides,  there  is  no  red  tape  con- 
nected with  our  work;  there  are  no 
Iron -clad  rules  and  conditions  that  must 
be  complied  with  before  relief  is  given; 
there  are  no  restrictions  as  to  national- 
ity, age,  creed  or  color.  We  do  not  try 
to  make  people  good  (there  are  enough 
institutions  for  that  already  in  exist- 
ence) ;  our  object  is  to  make  them  happy, 
to  teach  them  to  keep  the  corners  of 
their  mouths  turned  up. 

"Of  course,  when  cases  of  need  are 
brought  to  our  attention  for  which  abso- 
lutelj'  no  provision  has  been  made  in  a 
city's  many  charitable  enterprises,  our 
work  becomes  more  difficult.  We  found 
this  condition  of  affairs  existing  with  re- 
gard to  the  blind  babies,  and  so  we  have 
established  what  we  consider  Sunshine's 
most  beautiful  work— our  Home  for  Blind 
Babies  In  Brooklyn.  N.  Y. 
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[  Blind  Babies'  Hard  Fate. 

"Many  people  tell  me  I  ought  not  to 
say  anything-  about  the  blind  babies,  the  i 
story  Is  such  a  harrowing-  one.  It  is  not  i 
generally  known  that  in  many  cases  the  ; 
parents  of  a  blind  child,  especially  among 
the  poorer  classes,  do  not  know  that 
their  child  is  blind,  and,  therefore,  do 
not  wateh  it  as  they  should.  Every  blind 
person  has  an  almost  irresistible  craving 
for  light,  and  in  the  case  of  blind  chil- 
dren this  desire,  for  some  strange,  rea- 
.son,  causes  the  child  to  poke  its  fingers 
,  into  its  eyes.  It  may  be  that  the  pres- 
I  sure  brought  to  bear  upon  the  optic 
nerve  produces  a  pleasurable  sensation 
which  in  some  measure  satisfies  the  de- 
sire to  see.  As  a  consequence,  the  chil- 
dren who  are  not  blood-poisoned  become 
[  Idiots.  It  is  a  fax^t,  and  I  can  prove  It, 
'  that  many  of  the  people  now  classed  as 
helpless  Idiots  in  our  insane  asylums  are 
blind  people.  We  rescued  a  little  blind 
girl  who  had  been  classed  as  the  worst 
idiot  in  her  ward  from  this  fate.  She  Is 
now  12  years  old,  and  is  ready  to  take  a 
literary  course  in  a  high  school. 
!  "But,  you  will  say,  every  State  has 
made  provision  for  its  blind.  So  they 
have,  but  none  of  the  institutions  will 
admit  children  under  7  or  8  years  of  age, 
the  period,  above  all  others,  in  which 
they  need  the  most  careful  attention." 

Trying  To  Raise  Fund. 
The  Home  for  the  Blind  Babies,  like 
all  the  other  Sunshine  enterprises,  is  not 
confined  to  children  of  any  one  St'ate, 
nationality,  race  or  color.  It  is  not  en- 
dowed and  has  no  regular  income,  as 
yet.  The  Society  is  now  trying  to  raise 
a  fund  of  $50,000  to  clear  off  a  mortgage 
on  the  International  Sunshine  Sanita- 
rium at  Bensonhurst-by-the-Sea.  When 
this  Institution  is  fully  paid  for  its  earn- 
ings will  be  turned  over  to  the  emerg- 
ency fund  of  the  International  Sunshine 
Society,  to  be  used  In  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Blind  Babies'  Home  and  In 

I  carrying  on   the  other  work  of   the  So- 

'  ciety. 

The  Sunshine  Society  workers  receive 
no  salaries.  Mrs.  Alden  is  on  the  staft 
of  the  Ladies'   Home  Journal,   and   is  a 

.  well-known  writer.  She  is  a  Western 
woman,  an  A.  B.  of  the  University  of 
Colorado,  and  one  of  the  few  women  on 
whom  the  degree  of  master  of  literature 
has  been  conferred. 

i     The    Society    will    hold   a    meeting  to- 

j  night  at  the  Central  Presbyterian  Church, 

I  to  which  the  public  is  invited. 
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Rays  from   the   Sunshine  Society 


Appeal  for  Contributions  for  ''Writers'   Free   Bed"'  Brings 

Seyeial  Responses — Donations  Toward,  the 

BlindBabies'  Hpme. 


A^'' 


In  answer  to  Mrs.  Al den's  plea  fan 


I         B'a  "Waters'  Free  Bed'"  in  the^u 
u_^^  slilne    SanitariuTTi,    the  lar^t  ';>ein,gj 
1""^     f  iGW  ^T.  Y,  (C\,  Brooklyn,  who  senit  j 
■     ^'    $1  iand  the  s(>coTid  from  S.  A.  C.  of! 
*s?a  iCtiff,  .who  also  sent  $1.    Otl-eri 
coiUr;'bu;t;on!s  .so  far  .toward   tho   free  I'oe-J  ( 
lioA-e  been  Mrs.  C  E.  Iv.'m^bali,  $1;  Julia  K.,1 
Buell,   $Pi:   :M1ss  ^Gertrirde  IHeatty,  $2;   Mif^i?! 
Zilpha  .Spvingr,  $1;  ^Mrs.  C  C  Yooinsr,  $2.50; 
Isabel  Chapman,  $1;   Mrs,  A.   St.  Aubrey, 
ihirty  •cents;  Mr5.  Sarah  E.   McllJlwee,   $5. 
'I'he  larg:e5t  g;v-.?T  toward  the  free  ib(*d  fund 
tjnis  far  has  been  the  Sapphire  Sunshine 
llranch    of    Brooklyn,    which    sent    in    $50 
and    has    pledg^ed,    through    its    president, 
jVIrs.  G.  11.  J.  White,  to  raise  $v?5  more. 

'.'An  n\y  personaJ  experience,"  said  Mrs. 
Alden."!  have  come  ncross  many  cases 
^of  men  and  women  i-oporters  to  whom 
•i'»uo',i.  a  room  woidd  have  ;l)een  'a  ^'Ofisend. 
One  >oung  girl  I  knevr  was  supporting  a 
family  on  a  small  salary,  she,  ]i«^rself,  be- 
ing sustained  chiefly  on  teaiand  graham 
biscuits.  Her  health  broke  tfown  and  she 
fiad  to  ask  for  charity.  Another  gr<'W  111 
frmn  overwork  and  wot:'d  liave  died  as  a 
■charity  patient  -n  one  -of  the  free  wards 
in  Bellevue  Hospital  but  for  the  personal 
liiudness  of  fellow  m^rnbers  of  a  club. 
They  paid  tho  last  expenses— paying  all 
funeral  bills  as  well. 

'My.ny  experiences  of  this  kind  'have 
imade  me  know  what  a  benefit  a,  room  of 
tliis  kind  would  be.  It  will  cost  55.000  to 
endow  a  bed  in  the  ward  in  the  fcjaniturium. 
;^nd  $1.1,000  to  endow  a  private  room  con- 
twining  three  beds." 

A.s  the  time  draws  near  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  $500  on  the  Blind  Babies' i 
Jiom©  the  hearts  of  many  are  being 
touched.  The  following  hav-:>  been  recent 
contributors:  —  Reba  Sunshine  Circle, 
through  the  secretary,  Mrs.  R.  C  Talbot 
Perkins,  $2.50;  Mrs.  H.  W.  Smith,  of  Clifton 
place,  $5;  Mrs.  .Julius  Sonn,  of  ManhattDn, 
S5;  Mrs.  Theodore  W.  Smith  and  Mr?.  C. 
M.  Sanford,  of  the  Smithtown  cL.  I.)  Sun- 
.shine  branch,  $10;  Mr.s.  H.  Ij.  Smith,  of 
Elmhurst.  $2.50;  "from  a  Brooklyn  friend," 
S3:   Captain  Beach.  Majiliattan,  $5.     From 


holders  of  bHnd  TjaBfes'  m!te  Yfbxes  Ra^e 
been  sent  in  for  the  month:— Miss  Edith 
Waldorf  branch.  $1.40;  Mrs.  J.  T.  Johnson, 
-')  cents:  Mrs.  Romaine  Scott,  an  invalid, 
.U  cents;  Adam  Krofr,  39  cents,  and  Mr 
iJ.  A.  Napier.  %1. 

The  late  Mr.  Harold  Polsom,  of  iMan- 
hattan.  'was  a  very  active  sun'sh-ine  mem- 
ber duriun?  -his  short  life  of  thirty-one 
years.  His  last  reques:  to  >his  mother  t^a^ 
t<>  f.Ta.Ye  .her  continue  to  *put  ten-  cents  a 
TR-eek  In  ih^  tiny  mite  "bo^  h  e"  had  'for  the. 
Blind  fB'dibies'  Home.  This  ®he  •h'ias  falth-j 
fully  <loie.  and  $1.50  has  just  been  .received; 
f:-om  her  from  aiie  .:iiiie  box. 

Mr.«!.  Ji.  C.  Ortega,  our  blind  sunshiner. 
visited  Cieadquarters  'this  last  week,  carry- 
iiisr  wit^i  her  a  mite  hox  containing  con- 
iribiitions  for  the  iblind  babies'  milk  bill 
and  for  the  headquarters  emergency  tund. 
When  this  was  car.:iied  it  was  found  to 
amount  to  $19.05.  Aviiach  was  equally  divided 
biftwoen  lie  two  fund.*;. 

.-Vaiongr  t:iosc  who  hive  had  thought  of 
liie  greneral  'miintenance  of  the  home, 
AVhich  m^as:  not  ;be  overlooked  'in  the  en-' 
tiiu^iasm  of  raising  ifunds  for  itiie  mort- 
gage, have  been  Mrs.  W.  lB.  Field,  of  Sixth 
avenue,  <Brooklyn,  iwho  'has  promised  to, 
g'ive  a  dollar  a  month  toward  the  blind' 
babies'  milk  -bill  and  who  paid  her  first 
dollar  l:a.«:t  week.  Samaritan  Circle  ofj 
King's  I>iughters.  Sta ten  Island,  throug.h* 
their  secretary,  Miss  Cecil  Garrity,  hasj 
ilso  contributed.  .  j 

rTebrew    lodges    have  t>een    kind    to    ourj 
'■) .  >;=?s,  and  la.^t  week  $2  was  received  frjml 
Xew  -Sanderer  I/odge,  Xo.  62,  and  $3  from 
M.r.  Hacker,  se-^r-jiary  of  Lodge  Zurawn-r-i,  | 
X :\  33,  of  iManhatran. 

Recent  coritributors  to  headquarters 
."r.orarency  fund  have  been  ilrs.  G.  E. 
ffawkins,  president  of  the  True  Kindness 
C"!\ib,  New  'Rochelle,  who  sent  $2.50,  and 
who  comes  to  headquarters  cne  or  two 
./ays  out  of  c-xeh  week  and  assists  in  doing 
rp  packages,  answering  mail  and  so  forth. 
Branch  No.  1.  Middletown,  through  Mrs. 
Harry  L.  Austin,  president,  $2,  and  ^  in- 
ternational dues.  Grace  H.  Cregar,  of 
"Chester  Park.  Long  Island.  $2,  and  the 
J'aisy  Junior  Branch,  of  Middletown,  Mrs. 
V.  H.  M:ll?=paugh,  leader,  $1.50,  as  interna- 
tional day  dues. 

,  The  following  letter  gives  -in  insight  into 
one  phase  of  Sunshine  work,  and  shows 
'how  much  good  mav  be  done  with  any 
clothing  :?eni  .in  to  'the  society  for  Ods- 
iribution:— 

Brooklyn-,  Oct.  4  3907 
Dear  Mr?.  Alden'-The  bearer  of  this 
note  IS  a  pupil  in  this  Sv^hool.  Hor  fa^'ier 
hA.s  been  sick  fo^  about  a  year  and  unaKe 
Lo  woili  f.>r  eight  months.  One  broihe- 
laged  ten.  and  a  si^ster,  aged  six.  caulTot'at^ 
rtend  school  because  they  have  no  clothes 

il  sent  tht  m  u>.  Mrs.  Furman  and  «he 
fitted  out  Joha..ina,  font  had  nothing  fo'- 
the  brother  or  sister.    rThe  teachers  of  thi'. 


Rrrho^r    .ha/ve     In-vestlgatrd    the    case    an<} 
kn:)w  it  to  be  worthy.     1  Am  a  member  o. 
Brooklyn  (branch   Xo.  C  and  do  much   for 
Siinshlne,  ,so  Jaoi>6  you  >wlJl  ibe  aibla'to  le. 
Johanna    'ha-vo     some     cloLhin^     lor     her 
brothe|v.gLncl  sister.     We  liave  many  case 
of  dtwWhition  in  our  €eh.ooJ.   and  a  'bar.ol 
of  clothing-  for  children  .from  six  to  fdur-i 
teen  xears  of  a'sre  couLl  Ibo  di=:trilbui:ed  tb| 
advantage.    Very  truly  yours,  ^     •       ' 

L.  J..B.,! 
uV  "barrel  of  iclothin^  Jias  been  packed  and 
B?nt  to  the  ??hoc>l,  'whicOi  is  lycated  in  tiie 
eastern  district  of  •Brooklyn. 

First  regular  meeting  of  the  .season  of 
the  Advisory-  iBoard  of  the  Southern  Divi- 
sion,  "New    York   State,    held    last    week, 
wa.s  raad<^  tho  occasion  of  a  doligrhtful  sur- 
prise, botli  to  the  presldeut  of  the  •board, 
Mrs.  'Nollie  'E.  C  Furman,  at  whose  'liome 
th^  meeting:  was  hejd,  and  the  oth^r^offi- 
cers  and  .members.    The  meeting  was  licld 
on    Mrs.    Furraan's  .seventeenth    weddins? 
anniversary  and  .in  ■honor  of  -the^evcnt  a 
•'surprise  luncheon"  ^vas   served   by  Mrs. ' 
,E.  P.  Cam;pbe;ll,  mother  of  .the  president. 
'-'  Covers  .were  lakl  for  the  hostess  and  the 
nine  members  of  the  board;   pretty  trifles 
jfilled  with  confections  -were  iplaced  at  each 
^plato   as    souvenirs;   ^nd   lat  the   closv^  of; 
•the   luncheon     each    guest    was   prescniied''! 
with  a  picture  of  the  president  on  -which 
xv^s  v.-ritten  a  short  poem  descrJiotive  of 
her    staff.     'The    verses    being    humorous, 
caused  much  merriment. 
t    Just    before    the    gues-ts    adjourned    for 
[therooard  meeting  Mrs.  John  H.  Teveis*  tho> 
[presiding    officer   of   the   day,    In   la    very' 
I  pretty  iJittle   speech,   presented  Mrs.   Fur-i 
man  with  a  handsome  <3ut  glass  bouflyetj 
holder^containing  seventeen  beautiful  sal- 
mon  iiued  dahlias.     The   gift   came  as  a! 
great  surprise  to  Mrs.  Furman,  as  no  one 
had  been  let  Into  the  secret  of  the  anni- 
versary. 

At   the    business    meeting   arrangements 
for   the   annual  .meeting,    which    is   to  .  be 
held     at     Memorial     Hall,     Schermerhorn 
street  and  Flatbush  avenue,  Brooklyn,   on' 
Wedinesday,  November  6.   were  completed. 
Mi.^s  Anna  I^ouise  McFarland,  Mrs.  E.  P. 
Morford  and  Mrs.  >Louis  B.  iCampbell,  who' 
constitute  'the    EnterLainraent   Committee, | 
presented   tha    outline    of    a    very   enjoy-: 
able  programme  for   the  evening.  •        -    •  -j 
Each  member  of  tl^e  Division   Board   is,!i 
supplied    with    tickets,    amd  Jieadquarttrs, ' 
No,  131  Hooper  street,   will  be  glad  to  is-^ 
(Sue   as   many   as  are   require:!.     The  pro- | 
ceed.-?  of  this  evening  .niusicalc  is   for -the 
cojitin-gency    fund.      It   is    from    this    fund 
that  the  division  draws  when  retiuests  for 
pracLic-al  sunsbin?  are  received.    Sunny  let-  | 
ters  are  bright  rays  to  many  a  shut-in,  but] 
.th«y    cannot    clothe    children    or    preyc'ntj 
t-liem  .from  being  hungry.     Suc:h  calls  were j 
so  numerous  last  winter  tiiat  the  -division  | 
treasury  was  severely  taxed,  and  the.  offi-  { 
ccrs    had    often   to   depend    on    th-eir   own] 
purses  to  supply  the  cheer  required. 


To  meet  calls  tiiit  oro  sure  to  come 
r.iis  winter,  tbf^  "Board  ip  '^Ttakln',?  this  at-, 
tempt  to. create  o.  sufficient  fund  to  meet' 
its  requirements  and  asks  all  who  ere  at  all. 
interested  in  Sunsiilne  to  purchase  at  least' 
one  ticket,  even  If  it  cannot  ibe  used  by  the 
purcliasor.  By  g^iving-  the  ticket  to  some 
one  who  would  t-;njoy  tho  evening,  or  re-^ 
turning  it  to  headquarters  for  the  benelit- 
of  the  mar 3-  on  the  list  at  headquarters  af - 
those  who  would  be  glad  to  have  such  a 
trea-t,  bu:  who  cannot  afford  to  buy  a 
ticket,  the  buyer  would  )>e  paying  double; 
Sur.shine  dues.  ^ 

.  Mrs.  .Purman.  Mr.s.  Rivington  D.  Lord. 
Mrs.  Grace  E.  .Hawkins  an<l  iMrs.  AVilliam 
II.  Carlisle  r.s  del-eg-acea,  and  Mrs.  C.  C. 
fjtripple.  Airs.  Louis  B:  Campbell  and  Mrs. 
L.  J.  Elliot,  as  alternates,  liave  been  ap- 
jpointed  to  represent  tho  International  Sun- 
jsliine  Society  at  the  convention  of  the  New 
lYork  State  F(>deraiion  of  Wonren's  Ciubs 
to  be  held  in  Troy  this  week. 

SUNSITIXER. 


\5r'0QW[^-r^,  Tl.V.  S  IgLvtclaL-rcl-  ICtvlq- 


X(n/e>v.b^-r    iS.  HOT, 


PROSPECT  OF  RELIEF 

FOR  THE  SUNSHINE  HOME. 


Hope  .l^s  be«  f^lj^^^  ^^  ^^®  Sun- 
shine Hoiij^fdF/^jlf^Babies,  Eighty- 
f fourth  stiie^'^^d  Thirteenth  avenue, 
'  Dyker  He^hts,  through  the  announce- 
ment that  Mrs.  John  Stanton  will  givo 
the  institution  $1,000  toward  raising  the 
mortgage  on  the  home,  which  falls  due 
next  month.  There  remains  now  only 
$1,000  more  to  be  secured,  which  the 
officials  of  the  home  feel  sure  they  will 
be  able  to  obtain. 


Us-wT  \ior\v  i\^rxU 


iCHES  moo  TO  THE  1 
■^m  WB  HOI 

Mrs.  John  Stanton,  Herald  Reader  56 
.  Years,  First  Knew  of  Institution's 
Needs  Through  This  'Paper. 


There  Is  great  joy  at  the  Sunshine  Home 
for  Blind  Ba'bles,  at  Eighty-fourth  street 
and  Thirteenth  avenue,  Dyker  Heights, 
over  the  •promise  of  Mrs.  John  Stanton 
Ju»t  announced,  to  give  $1,000  toward  rais- 
ing the  mortgage  of  $5,000,  which  fall»i^ue 
on  the  home  in  December,  provided '  the 
other  $4000  is  raised. 

"Only  think."  said  Mrs.  Cynthia  West- 
ner  Alden,  president  general  of  the  Sun- 
shine society  and  treasurer  of  the  Blind 
Babies'  Home,  when  making  the  announce- 
memt,  "we  have  already  succeeded  In  rais- 
ing $3,000  so  that  leaves  only  $1,000  more 
to  be  raised.  But  there  is  only  a  month 
more  in  which  to  raise  it,  so  that  means; 
we  must  all  work  and  give  togfe'ther  if  we' 
are  to  succeed  in  our  efforts.  So  every- 
body please  help."  .,1 
^Mrs.  Stanton,  Who  Is  seventy-one  years] 
•Id,  was  one  of  the  original  eig'h-teenj 
members  and  incorporators  of  the  Inter-j 
nation'al  Sunshine  Society,  w^hlch  now  has' 
a  membership  of  three  hundred  thousand.! 
Her  goodness  to  them  has  earned  for  herl 
the  name  of  the  "Blind  Babies'  G-ood| 
Angel."  Her  gift  ihas  greatly  encouraged! 
Mrs.  tAIden  and  Mrs.  Tregear,  the  super-' 
antendent,  who  wiljh  Mrs.  Alden  founded 
the  Blind  Baibies'  Home  aJbout  three  years 
ago.  Mrs.  Tregear,  out  of  love  for  the' 
sightless  babies,  has  given  her  life  to  the! 
work,  refusing  to  accept  compensation 
for   her   arduous   services. 

Mrs.  Stanton  has  been  for  flfty-six  years 
a  reader  of  the  Herald.  In  all  that  time 
she  has  never  missed  an  issue.  It  was 
^Z^'^r^i  :^\^  Her4^.  she  sayfi,  that  shI 
L  r?iL"*.7^^^^^^'  ^^^e  ^^ea  of  helplnl 
Babl'e^'^Wml.    "^^^^^^^^     -     ^he     B^in|| 


Oroolllv|7v   71.  l/.  S.cL^l±_ 


/LoV-e-ywti* 


15.  l^OT. 


$1,000  FOR  BUND  BABIES. 

— 5^^**- 

Mrs.    Stanton's    (}lft    to    Help    Paj 
Mortgage  on  I.  S.  S.  Dyker 
''      i  :^e%hts  Home. 

Mr^L  John  Stanton,  widow  of  the  well 
jknowi  copper  mine  expert  who  died  about 
a  year  ago,  and  one  of  the  original  eight- 
een members  and  incorporators  of  the  In- 
ternational Sunshine  Society,  has  offered 
to  give  $1,000  toward  meeting  the  $5,000 
mortgage  on  the  I.  S.  S.  Home  for  Blind 
Babies,  on  Eighty-fourth  street,  near 
Thirteenth  avenue,  Dyker  Heights,  pro- 
vided the  other  $4,000  be  raised, 

Mrs.  Stanton,  who  is  almost  71  years 
old,  is  still  a  woman  of  many  philan- 
thropic activities.  She  has  taken  a  great 
interest.  In  the  Home  for  Blind  Babico 
from  the  time  it  was  started.  The  home 
began  with  two  rooms  In  a  house  on  the 
East  Side  of  Manhattan,  and  three  blind 
children.  Later,  when  the  number  had 
grown  to  ten  or  twelve,  the  home  had 
part  of  an  old  mansion  in  Bartow,  near 
the  Sound,  by  arrangement  with  the  city, 
which  owned  tJie  place.  John  G.  Jenkins 
of  Brooklyn  became  interested  and  on 
behalf  of  the  Industrial  Home  for  Blind 
Men  on  Gates  avenue,  offered  to  the  blind 
babies  the  use  of  a  frame  residence  ad-  ; 
joining  the  building  used  by  the  blind  j 
men.  This  was  accepted.  The  residence  I 
would  accommodate,  at  the  outside,  about 
Tourteen  children.  There  were  forty  on 
.he  list  of  applications. 

Then  the  International  Sunshine  Society 
eased  the  old  Cropsey  mansion  on  Crop- 
ley  avenue,  opposite  the  Sanitarium,  and 
ook  the  blind  babies  there  for  the  sum- 
ner  of  1906.  The  nineteen  rooms  of  this 
louse  made  it  possible  to  care  for  nearly 
hirty  children  till  the  end  of  the  warm 
leather.  Then  George  E.  Crater,  jr., 
lave  the  equity  in  a  handsome  Dyker 
lelgMs  house  to  the  blind  babies,  and 
be  Cropsey  mansion,  which  could  not 
rell  be  heated,  was  given  up. 

More  than  $3,000  of  the  $4,000  needed  to 
Bcure     Mrs.     Stanton's     gift     has     been 

jiised.    The  Sunshiners  are  confident  that 

key  will  raise  the  rest.  . 


0>vufiLVLa.,yLeb.  Ulor-Lcl-:n..^.U  . 


/Ioi)"^>wWt'  n,  Hoi 


LIFTING  Wl3T  FRBM 
^^.  l/^r  HOME  FOR  THE  Bll 

riiefe    IS    located    in    Brooklynv   N.    Y.,f 
an    institution    tor    blind    children    which, 
is   acconifvlishing   much    good   toward    re- 
lieving   the    little    ones    of    an    otlierwise 
monotonous    life.       There    these    unfortu- 
nates are  taught  both  t6  work  and  play. 
The   little   minds   whicli   would   otherwise 
remain   undeveloped  and  stagnant  in   the** 
neglect  that  must  come  to  the  blind  chil- 
dren of   those   too   poor    to  properly    care^j 
lor  tbem  blossoiu.  out  und  t;row,  and  th^; 
little      bdies      which      would      otherwise 
remain         undeveloped         and        under- 
sized, the  prey  of  sickness; 
and    misery,    for   lack    of    exercise,    often 
broaden    and   become   happy   and  healthy 
tenements    for    the    minds    of    the    little 
blind  children. 

Who  Is  it  that  has  looked  upon  the  face 
of  a  sightless  child  and  failed  to  see  there 
a  patiietic  expression  without  experienc- 
ing a  feeling  of  sorrow,  pulling  of  th^ 
heartstrings  and  a  desire  to  extend  lieart- 
felt   sympathy?  i 

Tliis  home,  wliich  is  conducted  by  the 
International  Sunshine  society,  is  mort-j 
gaged  for  $10,000.  which,  if  it  is  not  paid.^j 
wall  take  tlieir  home  from  these  helpless; 
little  ones.  The  society  needs  financial 
assistance  to  aid  these  little  vvaif.s  and] 
an  opportunity  is  offered  to  any  one  de-| 
sirous  of  helping,  j 

Contributions  are  being  sent  to  Mrs.i 
Cynthia  Westover,  International  Sunshine! 
society,  9«  Fifth  avenue.  New  York  City,    j 


Ri 


Ch^i-Q-rci,    ]/t .  (^eLXette^ 


KoV^-yy^h^.r-    Z1.    I?0T. 


for  blind  (>hi|drpj^^,^  jLt^^JSTf^w  York,  has 
caused  locked  contribution  boxes  to  be 
placed  in  the  American  House  and  the 
Star  grocery  store,  Riyer  street,  and  so- 
licits contributions  from  all  who  would 
assist  a  most  worthy  charity.  Mrs.  L.  B. 
Parker  is  the  local  agent  for  this  Home. 


B 


assAwc 


u 


e^jj, 


JDece-w^loe-r    Z  .    I^Ol 


SUNSffl^^ 


The  blind  babies  in  t±ie  Ji'onie  at  Be 
sonliurtjiigpeeleiyn,  evidently  haVfe  *m 
■friends  in  New  Jex'sey.  Barbara  A.  Sn 
der,  of  304  Verona  Avenue,   Newaa 

/Sent  $5  to  headquarters  for  the  de 

I  on    the    Blind    Babies'    Home.      T. 

I  Merry  Workers*  Branch  of  Sussex  he 
a  social  recently  and  cleared  $37.50,'. 
of  which  they  sent  promptly  tlo  hea 

•quarters,. for  the  Blind  Babies'  Hom< 

*  *     >!t  ^^ 

A  club  t>f  young-  girls  in  Rutherfbi 
held  a  cfair  last  month  ior  the  bene 
of  th'e  Blind  Babies'  Home  and'&e 
the  proceeds,  amounting  to  $I7-S0» 
headquarters.  The  girl-s  who  conceiv 
and  carried  out  this .  plan  were  t 
jVfisses  IMasy  Smith,  Martha  Hunt 
Hazel    W.     Piatt,    Beatrice    'Whe^l 

R«nee  Tbacker  and   Helen  Merrit**:, 

*  *    * 

Lillian  E.  E.  Henschell,  of  Irvii 
ton,  N.  J^  has  sent  to  headquarters 
a  metal  mite  box  in  which  to  gatl 
pennies  to  help  pay  toff  the  mortgi 
ion  the  Blind  Babies'  Homel  She  fe 
that  in  this  way  she  will  be  helpi 
the  little  New  Jers«y  blind  boy  who 
about  to  be  taken  to  Brooklyn  in 


kKT  life's  battle.     From  Bridg-et/M; 
received  a  letter  from  Mrs.  F.  C.  i  >'..>- 
basco  with  $'3  for  the  debt  ion  the  home. 

*  *    * 

Two  dollars  for  the  Blmd  Babies' 
Kome  -vv-as '  cncldoed  iu'.Jl""!ui,ter  from 
a  lady  living  in  PenniiiglKm  Avenue, 
Paissaic 

'Two  young  girls  in  Seabri-ght— Olga 
Brbolah  and  Rita  Bakei^— ''got  up  a 
Sunshine  ifair  all  by  themselveis.**  All 
the  articles  on  sale  were  from  among 
their  own  personal  treasures.  The  pro- 
ceeds amomitinig  to  $15  have  been,  sent 
to  Mrs.  (President)  Alden,  with  the 
request  to  apply  half  of  the  money  to 
•the  fund  for  paying  off  the  mortakge 
on  the   Blind  Babies'   Home,   and  use 

the  other  half  for  the  emergency  fimd. 

*  *    * 

The  secretory  of  the  Sunshine 
Branch  of  the  First'  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Newark  write-s  that  meetings 
•wei^e  held  in  the  church  parlors  every 
Wednesday  afternopn  during  October 
with  an  average  attendance  of  fiitean. 
.Sewiii^  for  the  "Missionary  Box," 
whiclli'  is  a  regular  Thanksgiving  of- 
fering  -from  the  First  Giurch,  has  been 
tlie  order  of  the  day  thus  far.  On  the 
anniversary  of  her  mother's  death,  Mrs. 
Endicott,  the  absent  president,  arrang- 
ed to  have  flowers  sent  at  her  expense 
to  cheer  some  sick  pervson,  her  mother 
■before  her  death  having  expressed  a 
preference  for  that  form  of  remem- 
branice  instead  of  having  flowers  placed 
t)n  hjer  own  grave. 

;.  .  *       *       )^: 

The  '  following  interesting  ...,., 
ment!t>ned  in  the  Bulletin".:  IVln  ^nd 
Mrs.  Slater,  of  169  East  One  Hundred 
and  Twenty-seventh  Street,  New  York 
City,  are  both  blind,  and  although  they 
are  helped  with  their  rent,  they  trave 
to  depend  almost  entirety  upon"  what 
Mrs.  Slater  can  earn  doing  knitting. 
These  old  people  are  uncomplaining, 
and  always  cheeifuh  They  have  a  very 
mnall  allowance  "from  the  city,  and  man- 
age their  own  housewiork.  Mrs.  Slater 
told  a  visitor  that'  if  she  could  earn 
four  dollars  a  week  ^with  her  knitting 
she  would  consider*  herself  wealthy. ' 
She  makes  mittens,,  slippers  and  1 
mufflers,  and  would  be  grateful  for  or-  | 
dens.  The  yarn  should  accomnany  or- ^ 
ders.  The  price  for  m?,'  ^  "'  ■ 
or  mn filers  is  fifty  <5ent^ 


Jke.  TLfivtCur,    >Vla,oLt5ow,    OkLc 
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BORN  BUND 

[Uy  the  Ohio  Commission  for  the  Blind.] 
No  more  distressing  report  could  |  army  of  boys  and  girls  gone  blind 
be  given  to  the  friends  of  a  family  j  from  the  disease -which  destroys  the 
than  the  news  that  a  child  that  has  j  cynsight  of  babies.  We  want  to  re- 
come  to  them  Is  born  blind.  Forlii- 1  duce  the  number  of  cases  of  blind- 
Dately  recent  developments  in  pre- 1  ness  from  this  cause,  and  to  do  that 
ventive  medicine  have  shown  that  a  j  the  news  must  be  spread  everywhere 


FIVE   BUND   BOYS   AT   THE   SUNSHINE  BABIES'   HOME,   BROOKLYN. 


Iwg  proportion  of  infantile  blindness 
Imay  be  entirely  prevented. 
i  None  of  these  children  would  have 
been  blind  If  a  single  drop  of  a  harm- 
less preparation  had  been  put  in  each 
ey«  on  the  day  that    he    was    born. 


that  the  baby'is  sore  eyes  can  be  made 
well  if  rightly  treated.  It  must  be 
taken  in  time  If  the  ravages  of  the 
disease  are  to  be  stopped,  for  It  only 
takes  a  few  days  to  do  its  deadly 
work.    Let  us  help  to  STOP  BLIND- 


Ohlo     ka»     A   constantly     Increating  j  N£SS. 
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91  ^uns|)ine  Cleartns= 
House  for  Cf)ristmas 

By  Cynthia  Westover  Alden 

Who  Tells  How  Sunshine  Can  Help  You  to 
Give,  if  You  Don't  Know  How 


'^^ijL^^E  WILL  call  Sunshine  this  month  a 
'm-M^  Christmas  Clearing-House.  I'll  give  you 
MmUtr  a  list  of  everything  I  need ;  you  tell  me 
what  you  need;  and  others  can  send  in  what  we 
both  need.  There's  nothing  selfish  about  that, 
is  there  ?  But  truly,  I  can  give  away  a  lot  of  lovely 
things  for  you  if  you  will  just  send  them  to  me. 

I  appeal  especially  this  time  to  the  men  and 
women  in  this  world  who  have  no  one  depending 
upon  them,  and  in  consequence,  without  realizing 
it,  have  grown  a  little  bit  selfish  because  of  being 
so  self-centred.  But  now,  at  this  Christmastime, 
when  everybody  is  making  a  business  of  doing 
something  to  make  somebody  happy,  let  us  all 
catch  the  spirit  of  giving,  and  if  you  want  to  do 
something  and  don't  know  how  to  do  it  just  utilize 
me  and  our  Sunshine  staff,  here  at  q6  Fifth  Avenue, 
New  York.  Won't  you  join  me  in  this  happy  game 
of  Merry  Christmas  ?  —  for  I  am  going  to  play 
"Santa  Claus"  all  over  the  country. 

The  readers  who  have  children  and  loved  ones 
about  them  will  send  to  me  without  any  urging, 
for  they  know  from  past  experience  the  joy  that 
comes  from  dividing.  You  who  have  no  children 
nor  so  very  many  loved  ones,  you  who  stand  prac- 
tically alone,  will  have  no  reason  now  to  say:  "I 
don't  intend  to  celebrate  Christmas  this  year.  I 
seem  to  be  left  out  of  the  good  times."  You  are 
very  much  needed,  and  the  cheer  and  comfort  that 
will  go  out  of  Sunshine  headquarters  this  year  will 
depend  entirely  upon  how  many  of  you  I  can  secure 
on  my  Committee  of  Giving. 

The ' '  Clearing-House  "  is  ready  for  your ' '  checks 
of  good  will "  in  different  forms.  Some  of  you  will 
say:  "I  haven't  a  thing  to  give.  I'm  as  poor  as  a 
church-mouse  this  Christmas."  But  just  read 
here  about  a  few  of  the  things  that  you  could  give, 
and  you  would  better  give  at  least  one,  without  fail, 
or  I  fear  you  will  have  no  luck  for  twelve  long 
months.  I  mean  there  will  be  a  sorry  spot  in  your 
heart  that  will  make  you  quite  uncomfortable  in 
the  year  to  come. 


You  Could  Give  a  Mother's  Love 

the  dearest  of  gifts  —  or  a  father's  love — to  one  of 
the  blind  children  in  our  Sunshine  Home.  You 
could  show  that  love  by  collecting  or  providing 
clothing  after  you  have  selected  the  child  and 
know  the  age—  and  I  could  send  you  a  photograph 
of  all  the  children  for  you  to  select  from ;  by  writ- 
ing a  letter  if  the  child  selected  is  old  enough  to  ap- 
preciate it — and  oh,  how  important  these  children 
feel  when  they  get  a  letter !  And  there  are  many 
other  ways  to  show  this  love,  of  which  I  could  teU 
you  if  you  should  ask  me.  Don't  you  want  to  try 
a  lucky  charm  like  this  for  the  coming  year  ? 

You  Could  Give  Pleasure 

to  an  invalid  by  sending  her  stationery  anti  stamps, 
so  that  she  may  have  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  her 
friends.  This  is  one  of  the  few  ways  she  can  keep 
in  touch  with  the  great  outside  world,  and  even  this 
is  denied  her  because  of  the  lack  of  those  articles. 

You  Could  Give  Cooperation 

and  share  just  a  wee  bit  in  this  love-giving,  if  you 
should  not  feel  that  you  could  give  enough  your- 
self, by  forming  a  "Mother  Syndicate"  or  a 
"Father  Syndicate."  Isn't  that  a  funny  idea? 
And  what  does  it  mean?  you  ask.  Well,  write  to 
me  and  I'll  tell  you  how  a  number  of  mother- 
hearted  and  father-hearted  people  can  form  a 
syndicate  with  shares  in  one  little  blind  child. 
Don't  forget  to  write,  for  we  want  several  of  these 
syndicates.  The  children  who  have  no  mothers 
and  fathers  feel  very  much  out  of  things.  Those 
who  have  them  are  too  important  for  anything. 
You  can't  blame  them.  It's  a  comfortable  feeling 
to  know  that  somebody  loves  you,  and  the  way 
those  little  hearts  pine  for  affection  would  make 
your  own  heart  bleed  if  you  were  with  them  long. 

You  Could  Give  Comfort 

in  so  many  little  ways,  by  sending  mufflers,  mittens, 
hoods,  caps,  shoes  and  stockings,  handkerchiefs, 
underwear,  and  short  nightgowns  for  the  sick. 

You  Could  Give  to  a  Child  Christmas  Joy 

—  the  joy  that  a  child  always  has  when  it  gets  a 
filled  stocking  on  Christmas  morning.  And  if  you 
want  to  help  us  fill  the  stockings,  may  I  remind 
you  that  we  always  try  to  put  in  each  one  a  useful 
article,  a  plaything,  "something  good  to  eat,"  and 
a  book  or  a  game  ?  I  could  dispose  of  twenty  thou- 
sand stockings  if  I  had  the  gifts.     Will  you  help? 

You  Could  Give  a  Lot  of  Fun 

and  oh,  how  much  some  of  us  need  just  that,  by 
sending  a  Christmas  box  to  one  of  the  girls  or 
boys  whom  Sunshine  is  sending  to  school  and 
college.  Don't  you  remember  how  you  looked  for- 
ward to  a  box  from  home  when  you  were  in  school  ? 
Let  us  have  the  fun  of  making  up  some  boxes. 

You  Could  Give  Protection,  if  You  are  a  Mother 
by  sending  to  me  the  little  garments  which  your 
own  Uttle  one  has  outgrown.  I  know  where  some 
of  these  things  are  needed  just  now. 


You  Could  Give  a  Lift  to  a  Child's  Burden 

A  little  girl  of  twelve  whom  I  know  has  been  getting 
up  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  prepare  break- 
fast for  an  aged  grandma  who  works  in  a  factory, 
and  for  the  younger  children.  She  has  the  weight 
of  the  universe  on  her  shoulders.  She  is  bowed 
with  care.  Her  face  is  old  and  full  of  lines.  She 
has  asked  that  her  little  sister's  name  be  put  on 
our  Christmas  list,  with  never  a  thought  for  herself. 
I  want  to  send  her  a  Christmas  dinner  and  save 
her  from  working  on  Christmas  morning.  There 
are  a  great  many  others  like  her.  Will  you  help 
one  or  two  who  are  weighted  as  she  is? 

If  you  would  be  particularly  successful  these 
Christmas  hoHdays  begin  the  month  by  doing 
business  through  the  Sunshine  Clearing-House. 

Address  all  communications  to  Mrs.  Cynthia 
Westover  Alden,  President-General  of  the  Inter- 
national Sunshine  Society,  96  Fifth  Avenue,  New 
York. '_ 

NOTE  —  In  addressing  Mrs.  Alden  regarding  Sunshine 
matters  will  our  readers  kindly  bear  in  mind  that  invariably  a 
stamp  should  be  inclosed  for  a  reply  ?  Otherwise,  Mrs.  Alden 
has  to  answer  correspondents  at  the  expense  of  her  work. 


I  = 


l^eGembe-r   3  .    HOT. 


For  Ttlijji^Rabipjs. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Pine  Hills  Fortj 
nightly  Club"  held  yesterday  afternoon 
It  was  voted  to  send  a  barrel  of  Christ: 
mas  articles  to  the  Bliiii;!  JBabie^ 
Hoine  in  Brooklyn,  which  is  bein^ 
conducted  by  Mrs.  Cyntliia  Westovei 
Alden.  Contributions  from  club  mem- 
bers to  this  cause  may  be  sent  to  Mrs. 
C.  V.  Hooper,  18  North  Pine  avenue. 
The  club  ha..?  also  pledged  50  books 
for  A  library  at  Bemis  Heights.  ■•- 

The  regular  program  of  papers  was 
given  by  Miss  Emma  Cameron,  Mrs. 
C.  V.  Hooper,  Mrs.  Albert  E.  Hoyt, 
and  Mrs.  Charles  Fowler.  Mrs,  ^harle.s 

Selkirk  has  been  elected  to  club  mem- 
bership. 


"Hew  Vo-rk_   He-reLia. 


Extension    Granted    on 
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Blind    Babies^    Mortgage 
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AH  Who  Wish  to  Help  Have  Twenty-Five  Days   More  in 
^      AVh|h  to  Contribute  Their  Mite— Notes  of 
the  Sunshine  Society. 


nRS.  BUSH  will  be  the  hostess  of 
the  December  "at  home"  for  the 
blind  babies,  which  takes  place 
to-morrow.  The  occasion  will  be 
somewhat  out  of  the  ordinary 
plan  for  these  monthly  i-6cep- 
*  tions,    for    Mrs.    Bush    has    ar- 

ranged a  Sunshine  Pink  Tea,  to  which 
jshe  extends  a  cordial  invitation  to  all  in- 
terested in  the  work  being  done  for  blind 
children  under  the  ag-e  of  eight  years. 

The  tea  will  be  given  at  the  Sunshine 
Home  for  Blind  Babies,  Ninety-fourth 
street  and  Thirteenth  avejiue,  Dyker 
Heights,  from  two  until  five  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon.  Take  Bay  Ridge  elevated 
train  to  Sixty-fifth  street  and  change  to 
Bay  Ridgo  avenue  trolley,  which  crosses 
Kighty-fourth  street  at  Thirteenth  avenue. 
Refreshments    will    be    served. 

Ice  cream  will  be  on  sale  to  those  who 
.desire  to  add  their  mite  to  the  fund  that 
maintains  the  home.  A  pound  package  of 
..something  good  To  eat  is  'the  admission 
.asked  of  all  who  conse  to  the  tea.  If  you 
TSo  not  care  to  carry  a  package  to  the  home 
3'ou  can  drop  the  dime  that  the  package 
Vv'ould  cost  in  the  mite  box. 

Mrs.  Bush  will  be  assisted  by  Miss  Irene 
Bush,  Mrs.  Henrietta  Shepherd,  Miss  Lillie 
I'eterson  and  Miss  Ida  Smith. 

Receptions  at  the  Blind  Babies'  Home 
occur  the  first  Monday  of  each  mon.th,  and 
the  hostesses  are  from  different  Sunshine 
branches  or  interested  organizations.  Mrs. 
Hush  is  not  identified  with  any  branch, 
but  is  so  interested  ;n  the  blind  babies  that 
Bhe  volunteered  to  take  charge  of  the  De- 
cember reception  for  them.  Little  Rachel 
and  Annie  Pavia,  both  blind  children  at 
th.e  home,  have  promised  to  serve  as  guides 
to  all  who  may  desire  to  see  the  home.  Al- 
though these  little  girls  have  never  actual- 
ly seen  the  home    they  can  .take  visitors 


xtirougn  the  house  rrom  cellar  to  garfel, 

pointing  out  eacli  room  and  telling  what  it 
'Is  used  for.  They  can  also  tell  which  bed 
each  child  occupies,  and  .they  never  make 
a  mistake.  It  is  always  intei'e&ting  to  see 
Jiow  particular  these  little  guides  are  about 
Introducing  the  other  children  to  the 
friends  who  come  to  see  them.  Cornelius 
and  Harold,  also  of  -the  home,  have  prom- 
ised -to  help  Mrs.  Bush  if  she  needs  little 
men  to  help  make  the  tea  a  success  so- 
cially. 

I  The  home  of  Mrs.  Bush,  No.  546  Pacific ;. 
street,  was  the  scene  on  Monday  after- jj 
noon  of  a  very  pleasant  shredded  wheat  Ij 
luncheon,  gi'ven  to  fifty  SunsTiine  mem-jl 
bers.  j 

s  While  Mrs.  Bush  gave  her  home  for  the  | 
bccaision     the   hostess   was   Mrs.   Liouis  B.  i 
Campbell,   treasurer  of  the  Southern  Newj 
York     State     Division,     each    member     of  J 
a'hich   will   give   an    entertainment   in    the! 
course  of  the  winter  for  the  benefit  of  the' 
contingency   fund,    from    which     Sunshine 
ire^,p.ond3   to   so   many    worthy   calls.     The 
luncheon   on  Monday,    whicli  proved   S'uch 
a   success,   was   Mrs.  Campbell's  effort   to 
Increase  the  fund.     Assisting  Mrs.  Camp-j 
bell   were  Mrs.   H.  J.  .Smith.   Mrs.   Louisa 
Mead,  .Mrs.    Nellie    E.    C.    Furman,    Mrs. 
J.  H.  Taylor  and  Miss  M.  L.  Strong. 
,    Among  the  guests  were  Mrs.  Ida  Russell 
«.nd  Miss  K.  I..  B?v;cir,  president  and  sec- 
retary of  the  Warwarsing  Suns'hine  branch'^ 
of  Ulster  county:    Mrs.   J.    Bahr,   cif   Bath;' 
Be<a.ch;   Mrs.   C.   T.   Pludsion,  -who   has   re^  ^ 
ts'nitly   returned    to    Brooklyn,    (uih?re   she  I 
Was  formerly  president  of  one  of  the  first 
Suinishine  'brandies  organized;  Mrs.   David 
t'nckles,    of    Topaz    ibranch;    Mrs.    Jose.pii 
p:cole,  president  O'f  Branoh  No.  5;  Mrs.  L. 
i^.   Selxas,  .Mrs.   G.   D.  iBradtford,  Mr-?.   K.i 
^.  Lee.  Mrs.  James  Preater,  iMrs.  Charles "l 
iRajynor,  Mrs.  Caroline;  BbbOts.  Mrs.  E.  P.  j 
Camtpbell,  all  of  Branch  [No.  5;  Mrs.  B.  E.  Ji 
Mead,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Stripipel,  Mrs.  George  H.  | 
Xvdlkinson,    Mrs.    Eibea   P,    Morford,    Miss'; 
Anna    Louise  .McFarland,*^  Mrs.    Johm    H.  • 
jl'eves,    of    the    Southern   .Division    B'oard; 
ftliss  Elizafbeth  J.    McFaraand,   Mrs.    Har- 
iriet  Jenkins,  Mrs.   Robert  Barrln.ger,  J\Irs. 
V.   H.   Ruhl,   Mrs.    Harry  Gervin,    Miss   D. 
H.   Martin  and  Mrs.  W.  A.  Bardweir^nd 
ters.    J.    T.    Nash,    of     the    Blind   'Babies' 
Helpers: 

I  What  promises  to  be  one  of  the  best  and 
largest  branches  in  Brooklyn  was  organ- 
ised in  Brooklyn  last  week  by  Mrs.  Alden. 
It  Is  composed  of  the  twenty-six  librarians 
|)f  the  children's  departments  of  the  Pub- 
lic Library.  Miss  Clara  W.  Hunt,  super- 
intendent, was  appointed  president.  The 
Rrst  work  that  the  branch  takes  up  will 
be  to  take  books  to  some  of  the  Sunshine 
fnembers  who  cannot  get  out  to  go  for 
them,  and  they  will  interest  their  children 
in  passing  on  kind  deeds.  There  will  be  a 
certain  .kind  of  Sunshine  otiquette  esta-b- 
llshed.  Sunshine  stories.  Sunshine  half 
hours,  iSunshine  reading,  and  in  the  ,Sun- 
thlne  reports  will  be  given  valuable  In- ' 
|ormation  concerning  little  boys  and  girls 


Who  need  cheer  but  cannot  come  out  after 
'..  Opportunity  will  thus  be  furnished  the 
V'oung  people  to  do  good  and  scatter  sun- 
'Jhlne  in  return  for  the  many  Jblessings 
they  receive  through  the  public  libraries. 

Mrs.  Edward  Landon,  of  Staatsburg,  N. 
S".,  has  contributed  two  dozen  small  tree« 
for  Christmas  decoration,  which  are  most; 
icceptable.  With  all  the  trees  we  are  plan- '; 
liing  for  at  Christmas,  decorations  of  all  j 
icinds  are  gratefully  received.  I 

.The  Bay  Ridge  Sunshine  Scatterers  have} 
Seen  very  busy.  They  have  shipped  mag-  | 
azines  and  'books  to  the  Sunshine  libraries! 
Jnd  to  many  invalids  mentioned  in  the! 
bulletin,  started  a  fund  to  help  the  blind' 
babies  and  intend  to  hold  an  »nt^tainment 
tvlth  tableaux  before  long  to  taise  more 
^oney. 

•  Miss  Christine  H.  Liefke  organized  the 
branch  and  she  is  very  proud  of  her 
'•boys."  The  names  of  the  active  members 
ire  Fred  'Alfke,  Ellas  'Baum,  Louis  Die- 
trich, Albert  P^ick,  Cortland  Fick,  Johann 
{lammond,  Walter  Hyde,  William  Burke, 
William  Larmont,  Curtis  Myers,  Harold 
^Iyers,  Alfred  Roebuck,  Harry  Roebuck, 
KMth  Miss  Christine  H.  Leifke  as  branch 
president. 

f  Members  tand  friends  of  Brooklyn  Branch 
ko.  5  were  delightfully  entertained  on 
Wednesday  evening  at  the  home  of  Mre, 
t.  Li.  French,  No.  1,101  Gates  avenue.  The 
|"egular  business  of  the  branch  included 
ihe  appointment  of  Mrs.  George  W.  :^ul- 
iiner  as  corresponding  secretary  and  voting 
•o  to  the  Sunshine  Chriistmas  Tree  Aseo- i 
eiation.  The  meeting  was  then  given  over; 
k>  the  programme  and  social  hour.  ; 

The  subject  'for  the  ev^endng  was  Sunsihine 
^ork  among  the  blind.  Mrs.  Eben  P.  Mor-; 
tord  told  of  the  cheer  that  is  being  given 
(o  blind  men,  and  spoke  of  the  work  con-; 
Quoted  at  the  Industrial  Home  for  Blind-' 
ken,  the  inmates  of  which  ^e  banded  to-  j 
fe-3ther  in  a  iSunshine  .circle.  Mrs.  Nellie  E. 
h.  Furman  epoke  for  the  blind  babies,  tell- 
ing several  amusing  stories  about  the  chil-' 
Jren  as  well  as  of  the  work  at  the  Sunshine' 
tlomG  for  Blind  Biibies,  the  plans  and, 
'«eed6  for  continued  work. 
,  Bach  Sunshiner  riresent  hiaid  (been  pre- 
lented  with  a  dainty  paper  floiwer  and  was 
old  to  seek  out  her  partner  by  finding  the 
Person  whose  ilow^r  matched  hers.  These 
Vere  partners  for  the  evening,  and  w'ere 
ieated  together  at  small  tables  just  ilarge 
mough  ifor  four.  iMystorlous  menu  cards 
A'l'jre  passed  around  for  guests  to  select 
ihtlr  own  refreshments,  but  each  dainty 
Concoction  was  so  shrouded  in  "mysibsry 
',hat  It  was  bard,  to  know  just  what  selec- 
ilcm  to  make.  One  member  who  .asked  ''or 
i!he  "son  of  an  ancient  navigator"  received 
!.  piece  of  ham.  These  orders  ^-Ihen  ifilLed 
oy  the  hosteiss,  who  was  gowned  in  white 
end  wore  a  yellow-  apron,  caused  much 
nerrlment.  The  only  difHculty  rwas  tliat 
ach  one  present  wanted  everything  on  the 
ftenu,  just  to  see  what  it  was. 


'[  After  the  fun  Mrs.  Frendh  served  elaboi 
iate    refreshments,    whic'h    were    enjoyec 
juite  as  mu'ch,  as  the  conundrums  she  had 
^ven  earlier'in  the  evening-. 
.This  was  the  first  evening  gathering  o^ 
a*  branch,  and  was  voted  a  most  enjoy- 
able and  surcessfLil  affair.    The  next  meet- 
in,?  oL'  the  branch  will  be  held  at  the  home 
of,  Mrs.   James  Breater,   when  th&'  Christ- 
mas  party  of   the    branch   will    be    held. 
Everj-    member    is    asked   to   bring  some- 
thing to  this  meeting  that  can  'be  used  by 
the    Christmas    Tree    Association     in     its^ 
work.     Dolls,    toys,   games,   books   and   allj 
kinds  of  provisions  for  dinner  baskets  will 
be  acceptable. 

'Mrs.  Alden  has  been  lecturing  almost 
every  day,,  some  times  twice  a  day,  for 
the  laist  week,  raising  all  the  money  she 
could  toward  the  (mortgage  On  the  Sun^ 
shine  Home  for  Blind  Babies. 

We,  as  loyal  Sunshine  members,  ought 
not  allow  one  worker,  even  if  she  is  the 
fourder  of  the  society,  to  do  all  the  work 
and  get  all  the  glory.  We  ought  to  try  to 
do  at  'least  a  small  portion  so  as  to  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  our  labors.  Yv'hen  that  naort- 
gage  fund  has  been  completed  and  the 
indebtedness  against  the  Blind  Babies' 
Home  is  cleared  we  will  all  want  a  share 
in  the  rejoicing.  How  can  we  rejoice  if  we 
haven't  done  some  ipart  of  the  work? 

Did  you  ever  notice  how  few  there  are 
to  do  the  actual  work  when  a  flag  Pole  if 
t6  be  erected,  and  how  easy  it  is  to  count 
those  who  are  ready  to  lend  a  hand.  But 
wait  until  Old  Glory  is  swung  to  the 
breeze  at  the  top  of  the  pole,  and  then  see 
the  excited  enthu-siiasm  of  the  crowd  which 
has  only  watched  the  work,  and  see  the 
hats  thrown  into  the  air  and  hear  the 
shouts.  It's  the  old  story,  "We  did  it;" 
but  how  few  are  the  "we." 
Some  of  us  are  working,  however,  and 
s     the     following     will 


har( 


working 
show:- 

The  Naval  Sunshine  Branch  that  has 
done  such  good  work  for  many  years  in 
Brooklyn  has  reorganized  and  is  now 
known  as  the  Sunshine  Blind  Babies' 
Helpers.  Mrs.  F.  W.  Star,  of  Brooklyn,  is 
the  president;  Mri3.  F.  A.  Van  Iderstine,  of 
Asbury  Park,  N.  J.,  is  secretary,  and  Mrs. 
H.  L.  Wickes,  of  Brooklyn,  is  treasurer. 

The  first  meeting  after  the  reorganization 
was  perfected  was  held  at  the  Sunshine 
Home  for  Blind  Babies  at  Dyker  Heights 
with  thirteen  of  the  sixteen  members  pres- 
ent. After  a  busy  afternoon  with  their j 
needles,  the  members  left  h  pile  of  under- 
garments repaired,  a  pillow  case  full  of 
stockings  mended  and  a  dress  shortened 
to  fit  one  of  the  little  girls.  Members  were, 
pleased  with  what  they  had  accomplished 
and  their  joy  was  shared  by  Mrs.  Tregear, 
and  her" helpers  in  the  Home,  who  are  sot 
occupied  with  the  details  and  management! 
bf  the  Home  that  there  is  little  oppor- 
tunity to  give  time  to  the  "family"  mend- 
ing.   It  means  much  to  these  vcorkers  to 


•be  able  to  visit  clbsets  "Sma  c!ra\rers  and 
find  the  little  garments  ready  for  the  chil- 
dren to  wear  and  not  have  to  stop  to  sew 
on  a  button  or  mend  a  tear. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Blind  Babies' 
Helpers  will  be  .held  on  December  9  in  the 
parlors  of  Plymouth  Church.  A  special 
meeting  will  he  held  in  December,  as  the 
branch  'lias  chargre  of  the  Christmas  tree 
at  the  Sunshine  Plome  for  Blind  Babies.  It 
V\'ill  .take  some  time  to  plan  and  arrange 
the  entertainment  for  the  children.  It  is 
the  third  year  thesS  Sunshine  women  have 
taken  char^:;  of  the  Christmas  tree  for  the 
blind  babies.  » 

Time  of  payin'g-  off  the  $5,000  mortgage 
'has  been  extended,  so  we  now  have  until 
December  25  iiistead  of  December  1  to 
com'plets  the  fund. 

Latest  g'jft'3  .to  the  anortsage  (fuma  have 
been  throuJgh  Mrs.  L.  A.  B.  Sterling,  Xo.  147 
Portl^G'reene  place,  |5  from  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Dln.dsay  Parker,  $252  from  Lockwood 
Academy  and  sixty  cents  from  Miss  Fan- 
n',e  TunnJ'Son,  of  Sag  KaDbor.  a  crJ,piple 
who  cannot  use  hands  or  feet,  but  who 
does  everything  possible  by  'ber  tongue. 

Otlher  gifts  have  been  $5  fro^i  'Mls-s  Ida 
Russel,  president  Nanwarsing  branch,  and 
Miss  K.  Jj.  Bevier,  seicretary  otf  the  same 
bran'ch;  tl  if  rem  Miss  M.  P.  Britt,  an  in- 
valid, of  Mamaroneck;  $o.from  the  Oakland 
Sunshine  branch,  of  Middletown,  X.  Y.,  of 
which  Mrs.  TV,  A.  KG'n:i;rt:n.£rway  is  presi- 
dent; $10  from  the  King's  Daughters  So- 
ciety -of  the  Greenrw^ood  Baptist  Church, 
Mrs.  J.  W.  T\"ilson,- (treasurer;  $.5  from  a 
"Brooklyn  Friend,"  and  $5  fram  Captain 
Beach,  of  'Man.hattan. 

Another  splendid  gift,  a  chedc  for  $25, 
has  been  forwarded  to  the  home  to  be 
used  to  give  the  blind  babies  a  happy 
Thanksgiving,  by  the  Independent  Order 
of  Sons  of  Benjam.in,  through  the  grand 
secretarv  of  the  lodge,  ]Mr.  Louis  B.  Frank- 
lin. 

One  of  ouwr  members  wishes  to  thank  all 
who  so  kindly  remembered  her  on  her 
eighty-sixth  birthda^'.  She  is  grateful  -for 
all  her  blessings,  and  especially  in  being 
able  to  read.  She  has  sent  to  headquar- 
ters twelve  iron  holders  made  bv  herself 
as  her  contribution  for  Sunshine  work. 

■Miss  Katherine  Mason,  a  T.Ianhattan 
Sunshme  'member,  is  greatly  Interested  In 
la  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Slater,  of  Xo.  169  Easti 
127th  street,  that  borough.  Both  of  these 
old  people  are  blind.  They  are  helped  with' 
their  rent,  but  have  no  otner  means  except 
what  Mrs.  Slater  can  earn  doing  knitting. 
I  They  are  uncomplaining  and  keep  their 
I  little  home  like  v/ax,  but  it  is  hard  to  get 
along,  and  the  wife  says  if  she  could  only 
n^3ke  four  dollars  a  week  they  would  be 
wealthy.  She  makes  comfortable  mittens, 
slippers  and  mufflj^iMttTid  would  be  grateful 
jfor  order.s,  whiw  may  be  sent  to  her 
I  through  Sunshine  Headquarters,  Xo.  96 
I  Fifth    avenup.    Manhattan.      Kindly    send 


'j'arn  when  sending  an  order.  The  price  for 
Imaking  is  -only  fifty  cente  for  mittens,  sllp- 
ipers  or  mufilers. 

I  Sunshins  Juniors,  of  the  Cemtral  Bap'tlst 
I  Church,  in  Adelphi  street,  had  a  novei  ex- 
iperience  last  week  .raa'ldng  a  "plum  pud- 
Jding"  for  ^lianksgivingj.  Bach  junior  was 
■asked  to  brtng  fruit,  candy  or  fancy 
jerackeTS,  Tii^sa,  were  wrapped  in  tissue 
'paper,  put  in  si'tar^e  pudding  bag-  and  car- 
Iried  to  the  Xev/  Yorlc  Home  for  the  Aged 
land  Infirm,  Miss  Addie  Taylor  was  in- 
jtrusted  with  the  precious  .puddinig,  and  it 
Iwas  a  pretty  sight  to  see  her  going  up  and 
idown  the  corridor  in  her  wheel  chair  dis- 
tributing the  packages.  The  "plum  pud- 
ding" brought  a  great  deal  of  sunshine 
with  it.  Our  juniors  can  recommend  it 
to  other  branches  that  do  no't  know  just' 
how  to  pass  on  their  cheer  in  a  unique 
manner. 

I  From  Richmond  Hill  51  for  a  Thanks- 
' giving  dinner  was  sent  signed  a  "friend." 
This  money  v/as  spent  on  a  little  ten-year- 
old  gin  -who  Is  in  the  hospital.  The  dollar 
bought  lier  some  •wonderful  itJhings  for-  that 
day,  and  there  was  a  little  change  for  heri 
pocketbook  left  over.  I 

Another  request  has  -come  for  a  wheel; 
chair  that  can  be  used  for  a  young  woman' 
who  has  been  a  shut  in  for  three  years.  It 
would  mean  a  lot  of  sunshine  to  her  If  she 
could  loe  taken  out  pleasant  days  for  a 
ride  in  a  comfortable  chair.  Sunshine  has 
a  number  of  these  chairs,  but  they  are  all 
in  use.  The  three  that  ibelong  to  the 
Southet^n  Division,  New  York  State,  are 
doing  good  service  in  Brooklyn,  and  every 
chair  at  the  Sunshine  Rest  Home  has  some 
one  to  occfipy  it  that  cannot  get  around 
without  helip.  Is  there  some  one  in  this 
great  iboroug^h  who  has  a  chair  to  loan? 
If  you  have  write  Mrs.  Furman,  No.-  121 
Hooper  street,  Brooklyn,  and  she  will  give 
you  full  particulars  regarding  this  girl  and  I 
send  you  her  name  and  address. 

Ge.neral  lieadquarters  received  a  box  of 
made  up  garments  from  the  Dadies'  Aid 
Society  of  the  Calleg-late  Reformed  Church,! 
12Rd  street  and  Lenox  avenue,  Manhattan,! 
this  week.  The  president  is  Mrs.  J.  Ij. 
'Miller,  and  this  box  will  be  a  great  'help 
In  sending  out  Christmas  lioxes, 

Tliese  are  busy  times  now  at  head<iuar- 
teirs,  and  'help  from  outside  workers  would 
be  greatly  appreciated. 

Miss  Alice  Lee  Welcher,  of  Brooklyn, 
contributes  from  three  to  four  days'  worli 
each  week  >to  general  headquarters.  Miss 
IWelcher  is  the  granddaughter  of  Mrs. 
Avery,  who  gave  the  use  of  five  different' 
beds  in  five  different  hospitals  to  the  -Sun- 
;  shine  Society.  SUNSHINE. 
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MORTGAGE  PAID. 

Blind     Babies'     jtome    Relieved    of 
f        ^6,(pQl^mi^^^n  of  Indebted- 
ness. 

Friends  of  the  Blind  Babies'  Home, 
Eighty-fourth  street  an^^^^hlrteenth  avR- 
nue.  have  succeeded **fn  clearing  a  mort- 
gage Indebtedness  of  $5,000.  The  Interna- 
tional Sunshine  Societj%  conducting  thd 
iiome  as  a  special  branch  of  Its  work,  col- 
lected $4,000  through  mite  boxes  and  other 
means,  thereby  enabling  the  home  to 
benefit  by  the  offer  of  Mrs.  John  Stanton 
to  contribute  the  last  thousand  of  the 
$5,000  if  the  society  raised  the  rest  of 
the  amount  due.  The  clearing  of  thA 
mortgage  is  very  gratifying  to  those  in* 
terested  In  the  hoilie. 

.— J 


llpRE  MONEY  FOR  ~i 
IMO  ^ABIES'  HOME 


An  additional  contribution  of  So  for  the 
Blind  Babies'  home,  in  Brooklyn,  was 
received  by  The  Evening  Mall  to-day 
from  Walter  Scott. 

The  check  was  forwarded  to  Mrs.  Alden, 
treasurer  of  the  home.  This  makes  the 
total  contributed  $3  212. 


"^LIND  BABIES  FORTUNATE. 

Presents    by    Mail    From    All    Over. 

Then  Mrs.  "Silftz  Sent  Load  of 

Toyi^S§reat  Bay. 


The  \,jven*y-flve  blind  babies  in  the  In- 
ternational Sunshine  Society  Home  on 
Eighty-fourth  street  Hear  Thirteenth  ave- 
nue, hdd  a  Christmas  at  once  overflowing 
and  long  drawn  out.  For  ten  days  before- 
hand the  trained  little  fingers  of  the 
sightless  youngsters  had  been  busy 
stringing  tinsel  and  popcorn  and  making 
ornaments  for  the  Christmas  tree.  They 
were  keenly  enthusiastic  Monday  when 
the  tree  was  put  up  and,  on  stepladders, 
every  one  of  them  helped  to  do  the  dec- 
orating. The  children  were  so  impatient 
that  the  superintendent,  Mrs.  Cynthia  M. 
Tregear,  was  glad  she  had  arranged  to 
have  the  kindergarten  exercises,  of  which 
the  tree  was  a  featuYe,  Tuesday  forenoon. 

The  tree  was  a  pretty  picture.  For 
weeks  the  mail  had  been  bringing  little 
gifts  from  all  over  the  country.  The 
Montgomery  &  Stone  Red  Mill  Company 
had  sent  a  fine  lot  of  toys,  including  a 
string  of  twenty-five  Teddy  bears.  The 
Blind  Babies  Helpers,  a  sub-committee 
of  the  I.  S.  S.  Christmas  Tree  Association,! 
had  prepared  the  candy  arid  the  packages! 
of  useful  gifts.  And  as  if  to  cap  the 
climax  a  wagon-load  of  beautiful  toys 
had  come  from  Mrs.  Herman  A.  Metz. 
Nothing  was  lacking.  There  was  e  reai 
Santa  Claus,  who  knew  every  child  by 
name  and  joined  in  the  games,  as  if  he 
were   still   young.t  i 

The  Yuletide  choruses,  little  Rachel's^ 
solos  and  the  selections  of  the  Kinder 
Orchestra,  of  which  Willie  Morgan  is  the 
leader,  brought  out  strongly  the  fondness 
of  the  blind  for  music,  and  the  proficiency 
that  is  easy  with  such  quick  ears.  Anna 
Paris  and  Willie  Morgan  recited.  But 
the  exercises  were  not  permitted  to  long 
delay  the  arrival  of  Santa  Claus. 

The  Sunshine  Dinner  (Tuesday)  was  a 
Christmas  dinner  in  all  but  the  name.  It 
had  been  given  by  friends.  The  real 
Christmas  dinner  yesterday  only  rivalled 

The  hanging  up  of  stockings  on  Christ- 
mas Eve  was  an  event  of  vast  importance 
to  the  children.  Mrs.  Lawrence  of  Man- 
hattan   had    sent    a    bountiful    supply   of 


gifts  for  the  stockings,  and  not  a  little 
one  was  disappointed  Christmas  morning^ 
The  children  all  believe  in  the  good  sainr 
that  comes  down  the  chimney. 

The  members  of  the  Sunshihe  Blincl 
Babies'  Helpers'  Branch  that  helped  with 
this  Christmas  festival  are:  Mrs.  F.  W. 
St'4r,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Bardwell.  Mrs.  F.  A. 
Van  Iderstine,  Mrs.  H.  L.  Wiskes,  Mrs. 
F.  T.  Nutt,  Mrs.  K.  L.  Wells,  Mrs.  R.  E. 
Williamson,  Mrs.  A.  K.  Powell,  Mrs.  H.  L. 
Meyers,  Mrs.  Nellie  Nash,  Mrs.  John 
Quee,  Mrs.  John  H.  Jackson,  Mrs.  John 
Foote,  Mrs.  William  Wright  and  Mrs. 
Frank  Dandell.  -*■'■' 
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BLJJ^^^ABIES'  HOME 

IN  BROOKLYN  HAS 

THREE  JERSEY  CHILDREN 

AS  INMATES. 

i     One     llttl©     Newark     boy,     Mlgruel     La 

Cloppa,  spent  a  happy  Christmas  at  the 

Blihd     Babies'     Homes,     Dyker    Heights. 

Brooklyn,   last  week,   where  he  was  sent 

recently    to    be    taught    in    the    best    way 

that  little  blind  children  can  be  educated. 

An   appeal  was   made  in   Miguel's  behalf 

to    the    International    Sunshine    Society, 

I  which    controls    the    home,    and    later   an 

appropriation  of  $250  a  year  for  five  years 

was   granted   for    his    education   by    Gov- 

I  ernor  Stokes.     New  Jersey   has  been  the 

\  only  one  to  make  such  an  appropx'iatlon, 

j^  no    State    having    yet    provided    for    Its 

;  blind  children.     There  are  two  other  little 

1  blind  ones  from  New  Jersey  In  the  home 

I  now,    but    they    were    placed    there    prl- 

1  vately,   the  Institution  being  a  charitable 

j  one.     There   are    twenty-five    children    In 

all,   though   there  are  many   more   appli- 

1  cants. 

This  number,  from  the  youngest  baby 
to  the  boy  or  girl  almost  8  years  old, 
who  must  leave  the  home  after  the  next 
birthday,  celebrated  the  festival  with  all 
;  the  mysterious  delight  due  the  occasion, 
Tuesday  morning  at  9  o'clock  the  festivi- 
ties began.  A  large  tree  was  brought 
In  and  the  children  trooped  In  to  trim  It. 
They  had  little  stepladders  on  which  to 
stand  in  order  to  reach  the  topmost 
branches   and   there   were  several   nurses 


•with  them  to  guard  them  from  falling. 
They  trimmed  the  branches  with  pretty- 
things  they  had  made  in  the  kindergar- 
ten and  also  put  candles  on  the  tree. 
These  were  lightel  and  the  children  were 
allowed  to  put  their  hands  near  the 
flame  and  feel  the  warmth.  They  also 
tied  -jn  little  gifts  for  each  other,  which 
they  had  made  themselves,  and  after  they 
were  through  the  Blind  Babies'  Helpers, 
a  corps  of  women,  hung  up  a  number  of 
gifts    for   the    little   ones. 

This  occupied  the  morning  and  in  the 
,  afternoon  the  children  danced  and  sang 
to  the  tunes  of  a  music  box  and  phono- 
graph, which  they  have  in  the  home  for 
their  amusement.  The  little  ones  played 
games  and  received  visitors.  These  guests 
were  conducted  througli  the  home  by 
some  of  the  older  "babies"  and  shown  all 
the  points  of  interest  as  though  the 
youngsters  themselves  could  see  the  ob- 
jects. Of  course  all  the  little  ones  know 
all  about  their  pretty  home,  for  they  are 
told  how  it  looks  from  the  time  of  their 
entrance. 

But  the  b«st  fun  of  all,  perhaps,  came 
Tuesday  night.  Then  they  all  went  down 
to  the  kindergarten  room  and  placed  their 
little  chairs  in  a  semi-circle  before  the 
large  open  fireplace.  WHien  the  youngest 
babies  were  taken  down  by  the  nurses 
and  each  child  placed  his  shoes  and  stock- 
ings on  his  own  chair,  which  also  bore 
his  name,  they  called  up  the  chimney 
and  asked  Santa  Claus  not  to  forget  any 
one  of  them  and  then  with  great  ex- 
citement they  were  put  to  bed.  As  soon 
as  the  twenty-five  were  dressed  Wednes- 
day morning  they  hustled  down  stairs 
and  each  found— nothing  in  his  own  stock- 
ing—but  a  large  red  stocking  as  big  as 
himself,  literally  stuffed  and  bulging 
out  in  the  strangest  places,  right  on  his 
Qwn  Ohair  and  bearing  his  name.  The  toe 
of  one  stocking  was  so  large  and  round 
that  you  would  think  Its  wearer  must 
have  gout.  But  it  was  only  a  red,  juicy 
apple.  There  were  dresses  and  dolls  for 
the  girls  and  for  the  boys  there  were  tops, 
mittens  and  caps,  while  all  had  a  goodly 
share  of  nuts,  candy,  apples  and  oranges. 

For  the  blind  babies  have  good  appe- 
tites, like  other  children,  and  It  takes  a 
lot'"  to  provide  for  them.  Especially  do 
they  consume  milk.  It  Is  said  that  the 
milk  bill  exceeds  all  others,  but  the  Sun- 
shine Society  does  not  mind  that,  for  it 
makes  the  youngsters  fat  and  well.  The 
red  stockings  were  made  for  Santa  by  the 
New  York  branch  of  the  "Helpers."  Mrs. 
Alice  Lawrence,  president,  and  were  of 
flannel.  Other  friends  sent  the  little  arti- 
cles which  brightened  the  childish  lives, 
some  of  these  coming  from  a  great  dis- 
tance. Perhaps  some  little  baby  boy  had 
left  this  great  world  to  go  back  to  the 
dear,  happy  Heaven  and  his  mother 
thought    that    his    balls,    his    rattles,    his 


erlgines  and  his  tin  soldiers  would  make 

£appy"some  other  little  lad  at  the  Blln^ 

Babies'   Home.   So  she  sent  them  with  i 

fclesslng  and  a  happier  feeling-  In  her  own 

heart   and   little   Jack  and   Willie   at   the 

[  home  received  the  gifts.    From  one  family 

In  the  country  district  of  this  State  came 

a  barrel  of  large  red-cheeked  apples,  some 

of    which    were    distributed    among    the 

stockings    and    the    rest    stored    In    the 

C€l\£ir. 

Besides  gifts  from  Individuals,  dona- 
tions are  received  from  clubs,  other  Sun- 
shine branches,  benefits  of  fairs  and  card 
parties,  and  from  mite  boxes.  Special 
appeals  are  often  made  to  save  some  little 
one  from  a  life  of  darkness,  for  It  Is  said 
that  these  children,  if  left  to  themselves, 
go  Insane  or  develop  a  disease  which 
makes  them  pick  at  their  little  eyes  till 
they  dig  them  out.  The  Brooklyn  homo 
is  said  to  be  the  only  one  In  the  country 
for  these  little  blind  boys  and  girls  who 
have  no  one  to  care  for  them,  and  it  Is 
also  stated  that  such  cases  are  usually 
cared  for  by  the  Idiot  department  and 
soon  lose  their  reason. 

Statistics  show  that  there  are  now  5,000 
blind  children  in  New  York  alone,  and 
that  nine  out  of  every  ten  blind  children 
of  the  poor  die. 

The  home  on  Dyker  Heights  Is  a  mod- 
ern dwelling,  well  managed  and  fully 
equipped  for  the  work.  There  Is  a  mort- 
gage of  $5,000  on  It,  $1,000  having  been  sub- 
scribed a  few  weeks  ago  by  Mrs.  John 
Stanton,  of  Manhattan.  The  property 
was  recently  made  free  from  taxes,  and 
It  Is  hoped  In  time  to  secure  an  appropria- 
tion for  its  management. 


B.^Qgitiyrv,  K.  y,  6. 
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Mrs.  John   Stanton,   Mrs.    Lewis 
Luckenbach  and  Mrs.  R.  G. 
\  Dun   Helped. 


FUND  ALSO  FOR  MILK  BILLS: 


Krs.  Dun   and  Mrs.   E.   V.   Carpenter 

Give  $270  Each  to  This— Story 

of  Sarah  Eraser's  $1,000. 


The  International  Sunshine  Society 
Branch  for  the  Blind,  which  maintains 
jthe  Home  X,or^,^BUn4,  P^bies,  on  Eighty- 
Ifourth  street,  near  Thirteenth  avenue,  in 
the  Dyker  Heights  section,  had  a  $5,000 
mortgage  to  meet  on  the  home's  building, 
wliich  came  due  this  month.  The  Title 
JGuarantee  and  Trust  Company,  which 
held  the  mortgage,  extended  the  time  a 
month,  in  order  to  save  the  home  a  con- 
siderable loss  of  interest  on  money  t3  be. 
be  withdrawn  from  savings  banks;  and 
the  full  amount  will  be  paid  the  first  week  j 
in  January  and  the  mortgage  burned. 

The  effort  to  get  together  this  money 
lias  kept  Sunshiners  fairly  busy  for  the 
past  two  months.  About  $2,400  of  its 
funds  had  been  placed  by  the  branch  for 
the  blind  in  one  of  thp  closed  Brooklyn 
banks.  This,  therefore,  could  not  be 
[counted  on  for  immediate  purposes. 
[  Mrs.  John  Stanton  of  West  Twenty- 
!  third  street,  a  charter  member  of  the  In- 
ternational Sunshine  Society,  set  the  ball 
rolling  by  offering  $1,000  if  the  remaining 
$4,000  could  be  secured.  Mrs.  Stantoa 
is  the  widow  of  one  of  the  best  known 
;men  in  the  copper  interest  of  America. 
I  Her  offer  stimulated  the  workers  im- 
mensely. 


Mrs.  Lewis  Luiickenbach,  now  of  the 
Plaza  Hotel,  in  Manhattan,  who  lived  for 
many  years  at  104  Eighth  avenue.  th'B 
borough,  has  not  lost  her  interest  in 
charities  localized  in  Brooklyn.  Sho  read 
of  the  Blind  Babies  and  added  them  to  a 
rather  long  list  of  philanthropies,  giving 
her  check  for  $400  toward  the  mortgage 
fund.  Mrs.  Luckenbach  sails  for  Cairo 
on  January  4.  She  goes  away  knowing 
that  this  mortgage  is  met. 

Mrs.  R.  G.  Dun  of  Manhattan  also  read 
of  the  hotne's  needs.  She  went  down  to 
^yker  Heights  in  her  auto  one  tine  day 
%ind  was  impressed  with  the  homelike  at- 
mosphere of  the  place  and  with  the  build- 
ing itself,  which  is  on  high  ground,  well 
kept,  with  hardwood  trimming  inside  and 
equipped  with  an  excellent  steam  heaving 
plant.  She  promptly  contributed  ^."oO  to- 
ward meeting  the  mortgage,  and,  not  sat- 
isfied with  that,  joined  with  Mrs.  E.  V. 
Carpenter  in  making  up  a  special  fund  to 
meet  the  milk  bill  of  the  .babies,  each 
woman  paying  $270  for  that  purpose. 

Mrs.  E.  P.  Campbell  organized  a  plan 
of  sending  "brick-buyers'  envelopes"  to 
friends  outside  of  New  York.  Tbis 
brought  in  from  members  of  the  lattrm- 
'tional  Sunshine  Society  about  $l,'iOO  in 
sums  of  $5  or  less. 

Other  small  contributions  swelled  the 
ilgures  materially.  Through  the  interest 
of  Mrs.  George  Allen  of  Borough  Park, 
Mrs.  C:.pwell  of  the  Heights  had  her 
attention  -.^allcd  to  the  varying  works  of 
the  International  Sunshine  Society.  Mrs. 
Capwell  was  the  trustee  with  full  power 
of  a  fund  left  for  charitable  use  by 
Sarah  Eraser,  Avho  had  been  in  Mrs,  Cap- 
Mell's  service  for  a  long  series  of  years. 
Sarah  Eraser  died,  and  Liaving  no  rela- 
tives desiring  to  have  her  money  put  to 
the  best  use,  had  made  a  will  entrusting 
it  all  to  Mrs.  Capwell.  The  latter,  after 
investigation,  gave  $1,000  to  the  Sunshine 
Society,  which  it  was  free  to  apply  in 
whole  or  in  part  to  the  Blind  Babies 
mortgage, 

*  So  the  money  is  all  ready.  But  the 
Blind  Babies  have  been  fortunate  In  other 
Tv'ays.  Mrs.  B.  J.  Greenhut  of  the  Hotel 
Netherlands  in  Manhattan  is  paying  $415 
I'or  the  inclosing  of  the  verandah  of  tho 
home,  making  it  practically  an  addition 
to  the  institution's  accommodations. 
Marshall  L.  Emery,  an  architect,  is  giv- 
ing his  services  for  this.  The  work  will 
be   finished   in  a  few  weeks. 

The  Home  for  Blind  Babies  has  now 
twenty-five  children.  It  has  more  than 
twice  that  number  on  its  waiting  list, 
and  the  managers  regard  the  present 
phase  of  the  work  as  a  mere  demonstra- 
tion of  what  ought  to  be  done  on  a  larg-* 
or  scala.  Airs.  Cynthia  M  Tregear,  who 
is  superintendent,  has  had  many  years 
experience  with  the  blind,  and  Is  an  en- 
thusiast in  the  developing  of  the  minds  ^ 
of  blind  tots  who   come   to   her  after  th-?  j 


srunting  influence   of  months   or  years   of  j 
the   slender   attention    that    working   par- 
ctits,  no  matter  how  affectionate,  can  j^ive  , 
If    a  sightless   child.     She  has,   in  several! 
cases,  brought  out   of  what  seemed  to  be 
incurable    dementia,    absence    of   mind.    j. 
l.-eenness    of   mental    operations    that    has 
been   a    wonder   to    the    observers    of    the 
v/ork.     She  docs  not  believe  in  emphasiz- 
ing   the    idea    of    affliction.     She    discour- 
ages   sympathizing    with    the    youngster:. 
£;he   tries    lo    make    them    self-rerpeoting, 
and  cheerful.     Most  of  the  visitors  at  tho 
home  have  noted  this  fact, 

Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  presi- 
cl»*nt  general  of  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society,  said  to  an  Eagle  reporter 
to-day: 

"I  wish  I  could  thank  personally  all  who 
have  helped  raise  the  Blind  Babies  mort- 
gage. Considering  the  condition  of  things 
In  the  financial  world  the  home  is  de- 
serving of  real  congratulation:  ?5.000  is 
not  so  much  in  ordinary  times."  J 


TieiM-  yo-rk.  yyii^^L  ^  ^y-h'-r-^ss. 
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Mortgage  to  Be  Paid  Next  Week 

with  Money  Subscribed  by 

Evening  Mail  Readers. 

BIG  WORK  OF  INTERNATIONAL 
SUNSHINE  SOCIETY.  ' 


Payment   of  $5, (MX),    to   he   made   next 
week,   will  cancel  one  of  the   two  mort- 
gages   on    the    Blind    Babies    home,    ar  ' 
Eighty-fourth  street  and  Thirteenth  ave- 
nue. Brooklyn. 

.  The  Evening  Mail  on  December  9  made  ' 
an  appeal  for  the  babies,  pointing  out  | 
that. they  were  in  danger  of  eviction,  as  • 
the  International  Sunshine  society,  which  , 
opened  the  home  a  year  ago,  had  only 
'"^3.()(X>  to  meet  a  mortgage  of  $5,000  due 
December  21. 

Within  twentj-four  hours  readers  ofj 
The  Evening  Mail  su'bscribed  sufficient  | 
funds  to  save  the  home. 

The  mortgage  was  held  by  the  Title  { 
Guarantee  and  Trust  Oointpany,  and' 
when  it  was  learned  that  the  $3,600  was 
in  a  savings  bank  it  was  agreed  to  let 
[the  mortgag*^  stand  until  uext  week,  so 
[that  tlr€  home  can  get  the  benefit  uf  the 
! January  interest  payment  by  leaving  its 
inorioy  in  tHp  saviiiirs  bnnks;  o\(^r  .lanu- 
?^\\    I. 


.    1.00 


i  Additionnl    eontribiilkmsi    have    biouglu 
|he    total    x\\)   to   SS/Jlo,    including    tliesj  , 
itoot  herptofore  acknowledged: 

W.  T.  P.: 

H.  S.   P 

The  International   Sunshine  sotiety,  of 
^\\-hich   Mrs.   ('ynthia   Westover  Alden  1^ 
secretary  and   treasurer,  has  had  a  busy) 
Christmas  sending  out  presfi\ts  and  let- 
ters to  2<),(XX)  people.     The  work  has  in- 
cluded   providing    food    and    clothing    for 
several    thousand   destitute    families    and 
sending  Christmas  boxes  to  over  400  peo- 
iple  who  are  over  eighty  years  of  age. 
I    This  immense  work  is  done  entirely  by 
volunteers,  the  society  having  no  salaried 
i^employes,    and    an    immense    amount    of 
[good    is   accompanied,    liesides   that   done 
in  the  maintenance  of  the  Blind  Babies' 
home. 

This  institution,  having  been  saved  by 
the  readers  of  The  Evening  Mail,  is  nov,- 
continuing  to  care- for  one  hundred  help- 
less children,  and  is  maintained  by  volun- 
tary contributions.  There  is  still  a 
mortgage  of  So.tMX)  on  the  home,  besides 
the  one  to  be  paid  off  next  week,  and 
the  International  Sunshine  society  has 
begun  to  save  up  to  meet  this  obligation, 
which  falls  due  in  1911. 


K. 
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state   Presldexit— Mrs.    Biice   Collaid.   61 

Clinton  ayenue.  Jersey  City. 

First  Vice-Prejiiidcnt— Mrs.  Augustus 
Crevalinif.  31  Glenwood  avenue.  Jersey 
City. 

Second  Vice-president—Mrs.  A.  T.  Beck- 
•tt,  Postofflce  Box  68.  Salem. 

Recording:  Secretary— Mrs.  John  Hyatt. 
239  Mt.   Prospecc  avenue,   Newark. 

Treasurer— Mrs.  Anna  Conover.  22i 
Broad  street.  Newark. 

Corresponding  Secretary  and  Chairman 
of  the  Press  Committee— Mrs.  Ellen  M. 
Staples,  Sixth  street,  West  Vievr,  Ridge- 
field  Park. 

Headquarters— 96  Fifth  avenue.  New 
Tv^rk  Citv. 

I'his  department  will  appear  In  the 
KBWS  every  Saturday. 

AH  the  officers  at  Sunshine  headquarters 
'  and  not  a  few  members  of  the  organiza- 
tion in  other  places,  are  rejoicing  over 
the  fact  that  the  $5,000  mortgage  on  the 
Blind  Babies'  Home  has  been  provided 
fQ(6rfilllliM>o  the  very  last  penny.  It  was 
a  year  ago,  last  Thanksgiving  Day,  that 
the  house  warming  Vv^as  held  at  the  home 
and  since  then  dollars  and  dimes,  nickels 
and  pennies  have  come  in  from  all  over 
the  country  to  help  make  the  title  to  the 
property  free  and  clear.  New  Jersey  was 
not  behind  in  this  work.  Its  Sunshine 
members  responded  promptly  and  liberally 
to  the  appeal  lor  funds  and  when  the  final 
^list  is  made  up  the  chances  are  that  this 
[state  will  have  a  conspicuous  place  among, 
the  contributors.  j 

Interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  blind 
babies  has  become  so  widespread  that  the 
unfortunate  little  ones  are  looked  upqn 
in  many  quarters  as  the  especial  charges 
of  the  big  Sunshine  family.  In  Allen- 
i  hurst,  for  instaijce.  some  of  the  Sunshine 


members  pasted  on  paper  a  picture  of  the 
blind  babies  telling  fairy  atorlcs  and  be- 
low the  illustration  was  an  appeal  for 
funds.  This  paper  v/as  circulated  with 
the  following  result:  Anna  M.  Knudson, 
II:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Bentley,  $5;  Freda 
Jacobson,  50  cents;  Mrs.  James  Hedges, 
$2.50;  James  F.  Adams,  $2.30;  Anna  L. 
Morrow,  $1;  Mrs.  Greorge  Welwood  Mur- 
ray, $ii;  James  Hedges,  $5;  Mrs.  Grupp,  i 
50  cents;  J.  S.  H.,  $1;  Ruth  S.  Hedges.  $1;  \ 
total.   $25. 

•    •    • 

"It  was  a  great   disappointment  to  th(!t*| 

International  Sunshine  Society,"  said  Mrs,  ' 
Alden  yesterday,  "when  a  letter  from 
Governor  Stokes  saying  that  the  State 
could  not  care  for  little  blind  Michael, 
reached  there.  An  appeal  had  been  made 
to  him  for  State  support  for  little  Michael 
I>acioppa,  of  Newark.  Through  some  mis- 
imderstanding,  the  Governor  committed  i 
the  child  to  the  State  Blind  Asylum.  The  ! 
wan-ant  was,  of  course,  returned,  because 
so  young  a  child  is  not  admitted  there. 
Since  the  appeal  was  made  to  enter  him 
in  the  Blind  Babies'  Home,  the  word 
reached  the  Sunshine  headquarters  that 
a  warrant  had  been  signed;  so  littlo 
Michnel  was  taken  over  to  the  home,  and 
he  is  there  now,  was  there  for  Christ- 
mas, and  had  the  biggest  stocking  of  all. 
"There  is  nothing  to  do  now  but  to 
send  little  Michael  back  to  hie  home, 
where  he  will  stay  shut  up  all  day.  while 
his  mother  goes  out  to  work.  To  shut  up 
a  well  child— one  that  could  see— would 
drive  it  crazy;  and  to  shut  up  a  blind 
child  until  it  is  old  enough  to  go  into 
the  State  Blind  Asylum  may  result  In 
Its  being  an  Idiot  when  it  reaches  that 
age,  and  if  it  is  it  will  not  be  eligible 
there.  Then  it  will  find  a  home,  no  doubt. 
In  the  Home  for  Feeble-minded.  It  seems 
a  pity  that  some  law  cannot  be  resur- 
rected that  will  pay  for  little  Michael  in 
the  Blind  Babies'  Home  until  the  State 
has  one  of  its  own.  As  it  is,  all  our  re- 
joicing over  little  Michael's  success  Is  for 
naught.  I  am  afraid  the  new  year  is  going 
to  be  a  very  unhappy  one  for  little 
Michael  and  his  mother. 


One  Saturday  morning  in  the  very 
height  of  the  holiday  rush  at  headquar- 
ters, the  door  opened  to  admit  a  young 
woman  and  a  party  of  nine  boys  and 
girls,  all  laden  with  packages.  The  young 
woman  proved  to  be  Miss  Elizabeth 
Rlcalton.  teacher  of  Grades  V.  and  VI.  in 
the  public  school  of  Maplewood.  Miss 
Rlcalton  said  they  had  become  interested 
in  the  Sunshine  work  through  reading 
this  column  in  the  NEWS  and  had  de- 
.jjided   to   organize   their  two   grades   into. 


la  Sunshine  Society.  This,  she  explained, 
had  been  done  and  they  had  called  with 
ten  offering  of  first  fruilfj,  so  to  speak. 
[The  girls  and  boys  who  delivered  the 
goods  all  regristered.  Here  is  the  list  of 
[names:  Bessie  Campbell.  Katherine 
LKarcher,  iCatherine  Ricalton,  Edward 
fCooper,  Chester  Vanderbilt.  John  Kell- 
am,  Wilbur  Stewart,  Othiel  Volz  and 
Clayton  Seaman.  And  here  is  the  list  of 
articles  they  brought:  Eleven  girls'  cot- 
ton school  dresses,  six  girls'  woven 
dresses,  twelve  boys'  wash  goods  suits, 
six  boys'  wool  suits,  one  boy's  ovei'coat, 
one  man's  overcoat,  one  mohair  dress,  full 
size;  five  coats  for  girls,  one  baby's  coat, 
ten  Tam  o'  Shanter  caps,  baby  clothes 
Including  three  flannel  petticoats,  two 
knitted  jackets,  one  pair  mittens,  one  pair 
bootees,  half  a  dozen  guimpes,  three 
pairs  of  boys'  shoes,  six  pair  of  women's 
shoes,  six  pairs  of  children's  shoes,  three 
pairs  of  rubbers,  two  skating  caps,  four 
pairs,  low  shoes  and  three  pairs  of  small 
tan  shoes.  In  addition  to  these  things  the 
new  branch  sent  by  express  a  box  con- 
taining twenty  books  and  thirty  toys  for 
Christmas  distribution. 
*    «    « 

A  Chi-istmas  tree  for  some  little  ones 
bore  its  festal  fruitage  in  the  home  of 
Mrs.  Clintie  D.  C.  Broshue,  61  Summit 
avenue,  Jersey  City.  A  Christmas  box 
from  headquarters  was  sent  to  the  house 
and  its  contents  helped  to  furnish  the 
tree. 


Mips  Blanche  Sprague,  of  Manahawkin, 
'on--*  time  ago  wrote  to  headquarters  for 
'Idresses  of  half  a  dozen  deserving 
s  or  a  corresponding  number  of  in- 
j...._uals,  promising  to  provide  the  good 
•.vieer  necessary  to  make  their  Christmas 
a  merry  one.  Being  personally  unknown 
at  headquarters,  she  gave  the  name  of  her 
pastor.  Rev.  H.  G.  Gascoyne,  as  reference, 
so  that  Mrs.  Alden  might  feel  sure  fam- 
ilies recommended  would  fare  well. 


Among  the  contributions  received  at 
headquarters  for  Christmas  distribution 
were  the  following  from  New  Jersey:  A 
package  of  sundries  to  help  fill  empty 
stcckings  from  Lillie  and  Jessie  Carr, 
Idlewood;  $1  "to  make  some  child  happy 
at  Christmas,"  Mrs.  L.  B.  Whitehead, 
Trvlngton;  box  of  toys  "to  make  a  merry 
Christmas  for  the  little  ones,"  Mrs.  H.  D. 
White,  Paterson;  story  book,  doll,  knitted 
hood,  ball  and  bag  of  nuts.  Miss  Carolyn 
Hoeger,  19  Second  street,  Carlst-adt;  pack- 
age of  bags.  Miss  Jane  D.  Killgore,  Flem- 
ington;  $1  "to  help  make  Christmas 
bright  for  the  blind  babies,"  Mrs.  Thomas 
W.  Bright.  103  Hampton  street,  Bridge- 
ton;  box  of  bags,  bibs,  needle  books,  hat- 
pin holders  and  picture  cards.  Miss  M. 
Johnston,  Vineland;  $1  for  Christmas  post- 
age. Miss  Grace  Carroll,  6(M  River  street, 


Hoboken;  for  little  Emma  Kingsland.  one 
of  the  blind  children  at  the  home,  a 
Christmas  'WW!f  containing'  a  doll,  several 
handkerchiefs,  candy,  fruit  and  home-' 
made  cookies,  also  a  bright  half-dollar 
from  Mrs.  C.  J.  Steffens,  742  Kensington 
avenue,  Plainfield;  $1  for  empty  stocking 
fund,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Schmidt,  303  Varlck 
street,  Jersey  City;  package  of  Christmas 
Qfirds  and  several  books,  I>aura  Ogden, 
Mt.  Ephraim;  twenty-six  cents  postage 
•knd  a  set  of  Christmas  postcards,  Mrs. 
Grace  Barlow,  Newark;  a  package  con- 
taining several  books  from  "A  Little 
Friend  from  Long  Branch,   N.  J." 
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TO  BURN  MORTGAGE  ON 
BABIES'  HOME 


^% 


Senators   and   Assemblymen  To   Bej 
Among;  Guests— ^All  Who  Contrib- 
uted to  $5,000  Fund  In^ed. 

Every  one  who  contributed  to  'the  rals-j 
ing  of  the  $5,000  whlcih  has  just  paid  off  the' 
mortgage  on  'the  SuniShihe  Hoane  for  Blind 
Babies  is  .Invited  to  attend  a  reception  at' 
the  hoone  on  Saturday  afternoon,  when  the 
mortgage  .will  be  burned.  John  S.  W'halen. 
S-ccretary  of  State;    Senators  Thomas    H. 
Cullen,  Eugene  M.  Travis  and  Thomas  F. , 
G-rady,  Assemblymen  Janxes  A,  Foley  and 
Charles    F.  Murphy  and    Senator    Otto    G. 
Foelker,    author  of  the   bill   whicli   appTO- 
p«riates  $1   a)  day  for  the  support  of  blind 
ohildren  under  eigiht  y?ars  of  age,  .will  be 
an^ong  the  guesits.  j 

Other  guests  will  be  Mrs.  Jolra  Stanton,  j 
Mn3.  B.  B.  Lawrence,  Mrs.  Benjamin  Per-| 
fcins,  Mrs.  Robert  Graham  Dun,  Mrs.; 
Miles  B.  Carpenter,  Mrs.- J.  B.  Greenhut,  i 
Dr.  and  Mrs-.  Eme<ry  antd  Miss  Grace  CJ 
Strachan.  I 

The  recep'tioai  will  be  from  two  to  six: 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Mrs.  Joiin  Wood-' 
ruff,  of  Manha)ttan,  who  has  just  returned. 
from  Europe  after  playing  thres  times  fcr 
the  King  and  Queen  of  England,  will  play 
the  violin,  and  the  blind  children  will  give 
an,  entertaiaiment. 


Th«  lv>st€*ses  will  be  the  members  of  the 
Sums  hi  ne  Board  for  the  Blind,  of  which 
Mrs.  Se-ward  is  presddent.  Mrs.  Richard 
Mansfield  vice  .president;  Mrs.  Alden  cor- 
responding secretai-y  and  treasurer;  Mrs. 
Grace  E.  Ha<7i-'kins,  assistant  secretarv, 
and  Mns.  Nellie  E.  C.  Furman  recording 
secretarj-. 

They  will  be  assisted  by  members  of  the 
New  Utrecht  Branch,  who  are  members  of 
the  Advisory  Board,  including  Mrs.  G-eorge 
AUin,  Mrs.  James  AVallace  and  Mrs.  Gar- 
rett P.  Cowenhoven. 

After'  the  reception  the  Senators  and  As- 
semblymen will  be  the  guests  of  Mrs.  Alden 
a;t  dinner  at  the  Sunshine  Rest  Home  and 
Sanitarium.  The  Home  for  Blind  Babies  Is 
at  Eighty-fourth  street  and  Thirteenth 
avenue. 

Mr.  Schmidt,  of  the  Bond  and  Mortgage 
Guarantee  Company,  will  in  person  deliver 
the  mortgage  and  assist  in  its  burning.      ^ 


Ti-roo^i^y^,  yj.  ^ .  Juwues. 


joi-T^-vLa.^- 


^0 
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The  Brooklyn  Home  for  Blind,  Crippled 
and  Defective  Chlldr^frtSS^fffb  been  in- 
corporated. The  directors  are  Patrick 
McNamara,  854  Pacific  street;  Henry  I. 
Zlmmer,  Jamaica,  L.  I.;  John  C.  York, 
Huntington,  L.  I.;  John  J.  Beatty.  1468 
Dean  street;  Alexander  McKinney,  169 
Westminster  road;  Louis  G.  Gfroerer,  660 
Grand  street,  and  Mary  Janean,  Port  Jef-^ 
ferson,  L.  I.  J 


t^ 


y    Fifth.    Assembly- 
Home  for  the 
Blind. 

The  papers  incorporating  the  Brooklyn 
Home  for  Blind,  Crippled  and  Defective 
Children  iv^HW ^ttlDa  filed  In  the  County 
Clerk's  office.  The  directors  are:  Patrick 
McNamara,  854  Pacific  street;  Henry  I. 
Zimmer,  Jamaica,  L.  I.;  John  C.  York, 
Huntington,  L».  I.;  John  J.  Beatty,  1,468 
Dean  street;  Alexander  McKinney,  169 
Westminster  road;  Louis  G.  Gfroerer,  660 
Grand  street,  an^^^^^ary  Janean,  Port 
JefCeraon, 


mm  $6,yyo  iiiyHiCAOi: 

ON  BUND  BABIES  IIOiE 


Syracuse   Sunshine    Clubs    Intercs-ted 

in  the  Ceremony  Whicli  Qpcurred 

at   Brooklyn. 


Mr.s.  (:*oorge  De  A.  Babcook  ..  .;.. 
jcity  has  received  word  that  a  reception 
V'£is  given  at  the -Blind  Babios  Home  ia 
i3rooklyn  last  Saturday  ufternoon,  rlie 
main  feature  of  which  vras  the  burni^ig 
^Qf  the  first  ?5.0C0  mortgag-e  on  the  ]-£ome; 
(  This  institutiow  was  founded  by  Mrs» 
Cynthia  Wes^tover  Alden,  the  pre?idenf 
"pf  the  International  Sunshine  Soeietj\ 
,JV[rs.  Babcock  is  tjie  organizer  of  the 
('Northern  New  York  State  Division  of  ihc 
organization. 

The    Hftnie    was    founded    tinee^  ye^ra 
ago,   when  in  tlie  course  of  lier  Sunshine 
work  among  the  tenements  in  New  York 
city  Mrs.  Alden  came  upon  tv/o  neglected 
blind    children.      There    being   no    institu- 
tion where  blind  babies  under  S  years  old 
could   be   admitted    Mrs.    Alden   and   Mrs. 
IfTynthia  Tregear,  a    nurse,   hired  a  three- 
ftroom  flat  where  the  children  were  placed. 
(dn    the    care    of    Mr.s.    Tregear.      The   first 
"tesponse    for    contributions    was    a    cage 
md    bird    which    Mrs.    .-Oden    says    sung 
lope  and  courage  into  their  hearty.  From 
these  bumble  beginnings  has  resulted  the 
(;Jiome   in   Brooklyn. 

'  The  mortgage  .just  paid  was  met  by 
-epntributions  from  the  Sunshane  Club  and 
^jidividual  friends  throughout  the  United 
tgtates,  and  the  society  is  now  beginning 
|io  collect  the  funds  with  which  to  pay  off 
the  second  inortgage  of  $5,000. 
Any  blind  child  under  S  years  of  aj/.e 
rom  any  place  in  tliis  country  is  admitted 
tt)  the  Home. 

..The    entertaining    at    the   reception    was 
me    by    the    children,    assisted    by    Mrs. 
>hn    AVoodruff    of,  Manhattan,    who    has 
)oent]y  returned  from   a  trip   in   Itiurope, 
jirliero  £?he  played  the  violin  at  thri-.e  dif- 
ferent times   before  the    l\ing  and   Queen 
En^and. 


-^K'5()tLYN    SECTIOIT. 
"'SUNDAY,    'JAmjAltY"-"5r-5S<#i 

nR^/ALDCN  TELLS 
^  HOW  DEBT  ON 
BLIND^BICS' 
HOnCWASLirTCD 

/Oi 

To-ft\^^the  Last  Amount 
Will  Be  Paid  and  Then 
the  Mortgage  Will    ^ 
Be  Burned. 


FIVE  thousand  dollars!  My,  but 
that's  a  big  lot  of  money!"  ex- 
claimecl  one  of  the  little  ones  of 
the  Sunshine  Home  for  Blind 
BaMes. 
So  it  was,  and  so  thought  the 
noble  women  of  the  Sunshine 
llranoh  for  the  Blind  when  a  year  ago 
t'hey  started  out  to  raise  tha:  sum  to  can- 
cel the  firs-t  of  -the  two  mortgages  on  the 
•bjind  bahies*  home.  Big  as  it  was,  it  ia  all 
lAised.  however.  To-morrow  the  money 
is  to  be  paid  and  the  mortgage  burned,  to 
the  great  joy  of  everj^body  who  has  helped 
in   gptfing  it  together. 

"The  story  of  our  home  is  like  a  beau- 
tiful fairy  tale."  says  Mrs.  O'nthla  West- 
qV'er  Alden,  wlio  was  not  only  founder  of 
t*he  Suns^hine  Society,  but,  with  Mrs. 
iCynthia  Tregear,  founder  of  the  Sunshine 
ilome  for  Blind  Babies. 

"It  was  Just  three  years  ago."  says  Mrs. 
Alden,  telling  the  story,  "that  in  the 
course  of  my   work  aimong  the  tenements 


In  New  York  T  came  across  two  little  blind 
children  in  such  a  pitiaible  condltloti  that 
oTve  had.  lost  both  teet/h  and  nails  from 'lack 
of  nourishment,  while  t'he  other,  a  babe 
'byt  two  3'ears  old,  whose  mother  was 
^bilged  to  leave  hl.m  by  hiimself  all  day 
while  she  worked,  had  poked  out  one  eye 
an-d  was  trying-  to  pok«  out  the  other. 

"1  tried  to  get  them  committed  to  S'ome 
institution,  but,  finding  there  was  no  place 
•w^here  they  would  admit  blind  children  un- 
der eight  years  of  age,  I  determined  to 
make  a  place  for  t'hem.  Ithad  but  three 
dollars,  but  with  that  Mr5.''.  Cynthia  Tre- 
^ear,  a  nurse  earning  a  large  income 
■^'jiich  J5he  gave  up  in  order  to  devote  her 
•iiCe  to  the  .s^ightleas  babe^  whom  I  Ihad 
di;3CO^'ered.  hired  a  three  room  flat  and 
■paid  the  first  week's  rent.  We  felt  sure 
tthe  Sunshine  members  would  Tielp  us  in 
our  project,  and  a  call  for  funds  and  fur- 
nishings was  made. 

"The  iflrct  response  was  a  bird  In  a  cage, 
and  how  that  little  bird  satig!  It  seemed  as 
if  he  sang  to  fill  our  hearts  with  bope  and 
courage.  Then  came  a  check  for  $100  from 
>tr5.  Frederick  P.  Pish,  of  Boston,  and 
gjfts  O'f  furnlLcre  and  furn.ishl'ngs  rfrom  all 
oyer  the  United  States.  Our  little  family 
srew  from  two  to  three  times  that  number, 
pespdte  the  generous  response  to  our  ap- 
peal the  weekly  Income  iwas  too  small  to 
afford  belp,  and  for  eight  long  months  Mrs. 
TTregear  .struggled  on  alone,  acting  the 
.part  of  mother,  teacher,  nurse  and  cook 
Jpr  her. helpless  charges  without  being  off 
■duty  day  or  n.!.g';it. 

V;  Through  the  klmdmeisis  of  Mrs.  M.  St.  C. 
Wright  the  siummer  of  1904  was  ^ent  iTi  «ajn 
ipJd  mansijon  on  the  Sound.  Th-en  tihe 
jBoard  of  Ma.nagers  of  t/hc  Indiu^gtrial  Home 
kor  the  Bli'.nd,  on  Grates  avenojae,  Brooklyn, 
came  f.or^^'••al^d  and  offered  us  the  use  of  a 
))uil'd:ing  belomgJing  to  tlhc  hom«,  nvhicih  we 
occupied  for  a  lyear.  Amid  then.  In  June, 
iy05,  the  ohi;ldi'en  were  taken  to  Bensoin- 
hurst  to  BiF'and  the  summer  in  tihe  old 
Cropsey  onanslon,  opposite  the  Sunshine 
Sanitarium  and  Rest  Home. 

"In  num/bers,  'the  <?hlildren  had  outgrown 
the  little  homie  An  Oateis  aventie,  and  w^hat 
to  do  w):th  theoTX  whe-n  ayurtnimn  came  we  did 
not  know.  We  had  no  funds  to  bujiild  wifh 
Sbr  an;y  plac«  to  stay  wlhiite  bulMlngr.  We 
•^ere  at  our  wits'  end. 

"At  Eighty-fourth  street  and  Thirteenth 
avenue,  Dyker  Heights,  was  a  fine  large 
Jiouse  just  adapted  to  the  needs  of  our 
little  family  of  twenty-five,  but  its  price 
was  $20,000,  and  we  had  not  a  copper. 
Have  the  house  we  must,  however,  de- 
clared Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  E.  Crater,  and 
to  our  almost  overwhelming  joy  those 
great  hearted  friends  together  gave  $10,000 
toward  the  purchase  price,  leaving  two 
Tttortgages  of  $5,000  each  standing  on  the 
property. 

"In  October  of  last  year  the  babies 
moved  in.  Sunshiners  from  ocean  to  ocean 
vying  with  one  anothci-  to  make  their 
home  comfortable  and  beautiful  for  them. 


There  Is  scarcely  an  article  In  the  whole  i 
house  that  does  not  bear  the  gift  plate  or  \ 
j;iame   of  some   Sunshine   branch   or  Indi-' 

vidual  donor,  from  ths  dear  little  chairs  In 
the  kindergarten  to  ^he  «soft  pillows  on 
which  their  little  heads  toss  at  night,  and 
the  dainty  coverlets  that  keep  their  tiny 
bodies  warm. 


^      ,^z<z2£<zy     ( .J^e<5vza5'.^ )     ^ 

"W^th  the  chiildren  settled  in  their  noT.' 
hoone    we    began    to    think    of    tbat    first 
15,000  mortgage  that  must  be  paid  witliin 
the  year.    How  to  set  about  it  we  hardly 
knew,     and    Mrs.     E.     P.  .  Campbell,     the 
mother  of  Mrs.  XelLie  E,  C.  Furman,  our 
I  state  president, and  secretary/  of  the  branch 
j  for  the  blind,  came  forward  with  'the  sug- 
I  gestion    that   we   disitribute   envelopes    for 
the  collection  of  dime  contributions.    This 
was  done,   and  •  in  a  few  weeks    the  first 
thousand  dollars  toward  the  mortgage  fund 
was  rai.sed.    By  the  end  of  the  summer  an- 
other  thousand  had   been    raised,- leaving 
a  balance  of  $3,000  and  only  three  months 
[to  raise  it  in.'  Then  omr  .work  began  in 
|€<arnest.  -  . 

"Appeals  were  printed  in  the  papers, 
hundreds  of  envelopes  sent  out  to  various 
branches,  hundreds  of  appeals  written  and 
sent  to  persona  in  every  section  of  the, 
country,  mite  boxes  distributed  and  lect-i 
ures  on  the  work  of  the  home  deliverecl 
in  many  ^cities,  churches  and  clubs,  all  of 
which  generously  contributed  their  mites. 


sums  coming  from  every  State  In  the 
Union  in  amounts  i^anig-lhg  from  five  cents 
to  hundreds  of  dollars,  and  by  ^^gvember 
1  we  had  $3,000. 

"That  was  fine,  but  "w©  still  lacflce-d  $2,000, 
and  there  was  only  one  month  left.  Then, 
like  a  great  big  ray  of  sunshine,  came  the 
promise  of  Mrs.  John  Stanton,  of  New- 
York,  to  give  us  the  last  thousand  dollars  If 
we  ooul-d  raise  the  other  four — and  how 
happy  everyboily  was!  Mrs.  Stanton  is 
grandmother  to  the  dearest  Sunshine  boy  in 
the  State  of  iMichlgan.  H^e  calls  her  grand- 
mot'her.and  tlie  blind  children  vhave  in  their 
own  odd  way  adopted  it,  too,  and  they  in- 
sist she  Is  a  real  one — the  kind  they  have 
been  praying  for.  A  more  deligihted  &et  of 
grandchildren  no  one  could  i>os?ibly  have. 
Mrs.  Stanton  does  not  mind  Their  having 
'adopted  her,  and  so  'Sunshine  O-randmoth- 
er*  will  hej  napne  ever' be  hereafter.  Mrs. 
Stanton  is  a  member  of  the  Board  and  a 
frequent  visitor  at  the  home. 


.  "'  .^//-.V 


"In  ^s'ovember  money  carne  pouring-  In 
from  every  direction.  Still  we  felt  anxious 
—part  of  our  money  -was  In  tlie  ill-fated 
Borough  Bank,  and  that  which  was  in  the 
Savin..a:s  banks  we  disliked  to  draw  out 
so  near  the  close  of  the  year  and  lose  che 
Interest,  and  %v'hen  the  Tit'e  Guarantee 
Company  gave  us  a  month's  extension  of 
time  we  were  very  grateful. 

"On  December  10  our  last  board  meeting 
before  the  money  fell  due  was  held,  and 
it  was  an  anxious  .band  of  women  who 
gathered  together,  for  we  were  still  several 
'hundred  doQlara  short  of  the  $4,000.  I 

"The  meeting  was  held  at  headquarters  j 
and  althoug-h  it  rained  torrents  everybody 
came. 

"The  treasurer's  report  was  read  and  we 
'had  $3,650.    Everybody  drew  a  long  breath, 
and  then  Mrs.  Furman  caine  forward  with 
a  letter  from  Queen  Esther  branch,  Brook- 
lyn, telling   us  that  a  check  for  $108  was 
on  the  -way  to  us,  and  wut  it  In  my  hand, 
and  v.-Ith  it  another  Brooklyn  fund  of  $20. 
Mrs.    Stanton    handed .  in    a  check   for  $50 
from  a  ffiead,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Vx\  E.  G-ardner; 
$25,  the  treasurer  noting  each  gift  and  read- 
ing off  the  total.  At  length  one  more  check 
■was  put  int^  my  hand— and  Mrs.  Grannen 
callea   off  ^.Oo<.».     There    was    a    moment's 
pause   and  'ihen   our    dear   Mrs.    Stanton— 
she  is  'morcthan  seventy,  yoai  knov,-- arose, 
from  hor  seat,   came  forward  and  pressed 
into  my  Hand  her  promised  check  for  $1,000.! 
•'I   cannot   toll  you  hew   I   felt,   after  all 
our  months  of  hard  work,  to  have  safely 
reached   our  goal.     My   heart   was  so  full 
of  gratitude  I  could  not  speak,   nor  could 
any    of    us,    indeed,    for    a    moment,    and} 
then    our    enthusiasm    broke    forth.      We 
cried  a  little,   I  think,   and  la:ug^hed,  and,  I 
o>h!  we  were  happy.  j 

.  "But  I  have  not  toTd  you  all,  nor  half,! 
Indeed,  of  the  good  things  done  for  us.! 
When  Mrs.  Lewis  Luckenbach,  formerly 
of  Eighth  avenue,  Brooklj-n,  who  has  been 
living  recently  at  the  Plaza  Hotel,  Man- 
hattan, heard  that  we  still  needed  $400  to 
make  up  for  the  funds  tied  up  in  the 
Borough  Bank  she  straightway  sent  tjs  aj 
checlc  for  that  amount.  | 

"When  the  children  heard  the  wonderful, 
news  they  Immediately  named  her  their 
fairy  g-odmother  and  sent  her  a  book  of 
their  fairy  stories.  Mrs.  Lruckenbach  left 
for  Cairo  yesterday  to  toe  gone  a  year,  and 
this  bVg  check  is  a  goodby  gift  only.  She 
says  she  will  be  heard  from  often  when 
on  the  other  side.  Since  the  death  of  her 
huisband  Mrs.  Luckenbach  has  travelled 
'maich  for  her  health.  In  a  quiet  way  she  is 
always  doing  something  for  charity,  buti 
she  says  no  gift  will  ever  bring  her  the 
joy  this  one  to  the  blind  babies  already 
has. 

"The  blind  children  are  very  much  ex- 
cited over  the  fact  that  she  is  going  to 
cross  the  ocean  and  now  their  geography 
lessons  are  all  on  Egypt  and  the  people 
who  live  there.  The  kindergarten  children 
In  the  school  at  the  home  are  far  more 
interesting  than  ordinary  boys  and  girls. 


Thoug:h  blind,  these  little  folks  swing  far 
ahi'Sid  of  the  seeing  children  in  some  of 
the  studies.  Mrs.  Luckenbach  is  fond  of 
children  and  in  her  the  blind  babies  (hav€ 
found   a    faithful   friend. 

"Mrs.  J.  B.  Greenhut,  of  Manhattan,  is 
dubbed  the  Sunshine  Santa  Claus  by  them. 
She  heard  the  children  were  saving  their 
pennies  so  they  could  have  a  plaj-rooir 
built  on  the  veranda  and  she  ordered  jMr. 
Emory,  an  architect,  to  set  to  work  and 
make  the  whole  \'eranda  into  a  playhouse 
for  w^inter.  Hence,  workmen  are  now  en- 
closing the  big  wide  piazza  in  glass.  For 
this  Mrs.  Gr^nhut  must  draw  her  eheck 
for  $415.  The  next  day  after  settling  the 
playhouse  question  she  went  to  a  store  and 
ordered  toys  enough  to  last  a  year. 

"Mrs.  R.  G.  Dunn,  of  Manhattan,  and  ^ler 
friend,  Mrs.  Carpen,ter,  together  have  as- 
sumed the  milk  bill  for  one  u-hole  year, 
banking  for  this  one  iteim  of  exp-ense  $540. 
This  has  'not  been  enough  for  the  generous 
hearted  Mrs.  Dunn  to  do.  After  vis-iting  the 
home  she  has  drawn  her  check  for  $350,  an 
;  amount  that  has  set  the  hearts  of  the 
'boa^d  at  ©as'e,  as  it  "will  help  pay  rminingr 
expenses  at  -the  home  until  we  can  begin 
to  get  'funds  together  a^gain  for  the  maln- 
tenajice  of  'the  childrcTi,  as  the  mortgage 
has  tal^n  every  penny  vre  could  scrapo 
tog  ether;". 

To-morrow  the  January  "at  home"  of  the 
blind  babies  will  be  held.  The  hostesses 
will  be  the  Women's  Bible  Class  of  Dr. 
Carson's  Church.  These  "at  homes"  are 
in  the  form  of  don-ation  parties  and  each 
visitor  who  comes  with  a  package  of  some- 
thing for  the  cupboard  will  ibe  gratefully 
welcomed.  Don't  fail  to  eome  and  see  the 
children's  home  and  hear  the  celebrated 
blind  babies'  orchestra. 

Mrs.  Treagear's  success  In  developing  the 
minds  of  the  blina  children,  many  of  whom 
have  been  broughtt  to  the  home  after  years 
of  stunting  influence  and  lack  of  attention 
because  th^ir  working  mothers  could  not 
devote  proper  time  and  care  to  them,  is 
wonderful.  She  has  in  several  cases 
brought  out  of  a  state  of  seemingly  in- 
cur.i.ble  dementia  a  keenness  of  mental 
operation  thait  has  excited  the  greatest 
wonder.  She  discourages  visitors  sym- 
pathizing with  them,  oelieving  it  better  to 
dwell  as  little  as  possible  on  their  afflic- 
tion, and  all  her  efforts  are  directed  tow- 
ard making  them  cheerful,  self-respecting 
and  self-reliant.  She  is,  Indeed,  theiri 
"good  angel." 

Many  contributions  tow^ard  the  mortgag^ 
fund    received    toward    the    close    of 
month  will  be  acknowledged  later. 
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I  KyiWit  clfCritable  Institution  to  be  known  as 
'tne  Brooklyn  Home  for  Blind,  Crippled,  and 
Defect! ve^£lili(i«»n  was  incorporated  yesterday 
in  the  Supreme  Court.  The  Directors  are  Pat- 
rick McNamara,  Henry  I.  Zimirf^  /ohn  C. 
York,  John  H.  Beaty,  Alexander  UlciClnney, 
Louis   G.    Gei-v-erer,    Jihd  Mary  Janean,  ^ 


Drooklv'xv,    ll.M.  C'^ut't^e.- 


Jairvt^^nrv|     %{o  >    1  '^ 


NEW  HOaitf^PlSlLARTERED. 

i  ThkMool^vn  ]i..:ne  fur  th^  Hliu.l, 
I  CrippT^d  and  E)efe.  tive  Chiklren  i.s  in- 
I  coi-porated  by  Patrick  MoXHiuai-fi.  Ht^nry 
!  I.  Ziramer,  Joi^n  O.  York.  John  .1.  Heaty. 
I  A'.oxandpr  McKiimey,  Louis  G.  Gcwerer 
I  aud  Mary  Jauean. 


Yi^vJ  \!o-^K  J-Jera.lsl  .  "Brooiilv^^  tlt^lioyv 


ON  St.  ValenUne's  Day  a  euchre  is  to 
be  given  at  the  Avon  Beach  Hotel  ifor 
■the  bcnent  of  the  Blind  .Baibies"  Home, 
lEighty-fourla  s-Um^l  .ind  Thirbeent.h 
avenu?,  Dyker  Heigrhts.  (More  fjrnitiire 
and  other  articles  are  needed  to  n-i-ake  the 
home  comforta.ble  for  the  children,  and  the 
m.oney  raised  at  the  euchre  will  be  used 
for  that  purp-ose.  The  tgame  wil!  'be^n  aj; 
half-past  two  o'clock.  Many  handsome 
prizes  have  already  been  given. 


Orook.l>u|-Tu,  K.\j.  JJvwes. 

JFoELKER'S    BLIND    FRIENDS. 

nBillljle|forted  v^avorably— 5    Judges 
*  tor  Kings  County  Courts. 

(Special  to  the  Brooklyn  Times.) 
ALBANY,     Jan.     22.— Senator     Foelker's 
bill  providing  for  the„ support  and  mainte- 
nance   of   the   Infant    blind   was    reported 
favorably  to-day.        .■^f^''"' 

Senator  Foelker  to-day  introduced  a 
concurrent  resolution  to  amend  the  Con- 
stitution so  as  to  provide  for  five  county 
Judges  in  Kings  County  instead  of  two. 


Bvook^L 


^ 


H.  y".  CiU^^yv 


F€.b-r-vcg>.-rx^     l(.      nog. 

mortgage  on  Sunshine  Home 

for  Blind  Babies  Burned 


Great  Rejoicing  as  It  Goes  Up  in  Smoke— Inmates  of  Home 

Dance  and  Play  in  Orchestra— Senators  and  Assembly- 
r        men  Present  at  Ceremony— Reception  and  Dinner. 


NEVER  In  the  history  of  the  Sun- 
shine H'ome  for  Ba'ind  Babies  has 
there  been  such  an  e-nthuslasLic 
and  suinshlny  gabherinig  as  fiil-led 
the  pretty  .home  at  iDyker  Heights 
on  Saturday  afternoon.  Ever 
since  the  chiildren  were  taken  into 
Ithe  home,  in  Eighty-fourth  street,  a  little 
Over  a  year  ago,  wihen  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
ta-eiorge  E.  Crater  imade  it  possible  rfor  them 
jto  have  a  permanent  home  of  their  own, 
ery  one  Interested  in  these  sightless  lit- 
folk  has  been  working  earnestly  to 
Ise  ithe  first  mortgage  of  $5,CyOO  that  felil 
e  Just  'before  Christmas.  Through  the 
ittle  (brick  buyer  envelopes  the  first  $2,000 
came  in  easily  and  quioMy,  but  just  as  the 
fund  was  nearing  the  $3,000  mark  the  .bank 
in  which  a  portion  of  the  funds  was  de- 
posited closed.  It  was  the  first  d'ark  a-nd 
foreboding  cloud  that  hod  come  over 
.home.     Kind   friends   went    to    the  res 


with  liberal  gltts.  Mrs.  John  Stan«in 
promised  a  check  of  $1,000,  which  was  ready 
on  the  very  day  Sainshine  raised  the  la^t 
penny  af  the  $4,000,  and  .with  a  month's  ex- 
tension of  time  for  the  payment  SiinshlTje 
was  able  to  meet  its  obLigatio-ns  ajid  pre- 
serve the  home  for  the  children. 

!  Saturday  was  the  day  selected  to  lyuTO 
the  miOT-'tg-a^e  a-nd  all  who  contributed  from 
a  dime  to  $1,000  were  Invited  to  be  present 
antd  enjoy  the  happy  occasion. 

The  reception  lasted  from  ten  o'clock  to 
six  o'clock.  Mrs.  John  '^''oodruff,  of  Man- 
hattan, who  recently  returned  from  Eng- 
land, where  she  played  several  times  be- 
fore the  King-  and  Q.ueen,  played  a 
number  of  selections  on  the  violin.  An 
entertainment  was  also  given  by  the  blind 
children,  W'ho,  through  the  kindness  of  an  j 
Interested  friend,  have  been  taking  dancing  j 
lessons  for  the  last  six  weeks.  They  | 
[waltzed  and  danced  the  two  step  ,  in  a 
mjinner  that  did  great  credit  to  their 
teacher,  Miss  Lillian  iShaw,  Rachel  and 
Emma  being  particularly  graceful.  Then 
there  were  selections  by  the  biiiwi  babies' 
orchestra. 

Addresses  were  made  by  officers  of  the 
International  Sunshine  Branch  for  the 
Blind  and  by  Mr.  Eben  P.  Morford,  Mr. 
John  S.  W.halen  and  Mrs.  Cynthia  M. 
Tregear,  superintendent  and  founder  of 
the  Home  for  Blind  Babies.  Exercises  by 
the  children  proved  to  be  a  very  interest- 
ing portion  of  the  programme  of  the  after- 
noon. They  sang  and  played  many  of  the 
games  they  had  learned  in  the  kinder- 
garten. 

When  t^e  moment  came  for  the  burning 
of  the  mortgage  Intense  feeling  was  ex- 
pressed by  the  host  of  friends  who  had 
come  to  show  by  their  presence  their  deep 
i interest.  .Mrs.  Theodore*F.  Seward,  presi- 
:dent  of  the  International  Branch  for  the 
Blind,  touched  the  match  to  the  document, 
assisted  by  Mr.  Charles  F.  Kingsley  and 
Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C.  Furman,  recording  sec- 
retary. A  glad  shout  went  up  with  the 
smoke,  for  it  was  great  satisfaction  after 
the  year  of  hard  work  to  know  that  the 
home  was  really  free  of  this  first  mort- 
gage. 

Amion^  those  present  were  Senators  E. 
M.  Travis,  Thomas  F.  Grady  and  Edmund 
R.  Terry,  Assemblymen  James  A.  Foley 
and  Charles  F.  Murphy;  Senator  Otto 
G.  Foelker,  autihor  of  the  ibill  which  ap- 
;proprIates  $1  a  day  for  the  support  of  blind 
baibies  under  eight  years  of  age;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  George  E.  Carter,  Jr.;  Mrs.  John 
St>anton,  Mrs.  B.  B.  Law^rence,  Mrs.  Ben- 1 
jamin  Perkins,  Mrs.  Robert  Graham  Dun,' 
who  gave  $600;  Mrs,  Miles  B.  Carpenter,! 
■wYjo  gave  $240;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Greenhut,  who! 
paid  $400  for  enclosing  the  veranda;  Mr.' 
and  Mrs.  Marshall  Emery,  Miss  Gnace  C. j 
Strachan  and  Mrs.  E.  P.  Campbell,  who 
suggested  the  buyer  envelopes  that! 
brought  in.^^,..^..,^^^,^,^^  ^^^,^^   ^^^^ 


*"''rrh€  hostesses  were  the  members  of  fhe 
Sunshine  Board  for  the  Blind,  of  which 
Mrs  Theodore  F.  Seward  i^  president, 
Mrs!  R.  Man5. field,  vice  prepident;  Mrs. 
Alden,  corresT>:)ndin.?  secretary  and  treas- 
urer- Mrs  G-race  E.  Hawkins,  a^&istaat 
secretary,  and  Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C.  Furman 
recording  secretary. 

The  tea  tables  were  presided  over  by 
New  U'trecht  Branch  members  of  the  Ad- 
visory Board,  Including  Mrs.  George  Allin. 
Mrs.  'james  Wallace  and  Mrs.  Garrett  P. 
Cowenhoven.  ,       -rx  * 

After  the  reception  at  the  Home  for 
'Blind  Babies  the  Senators  and  Assembly- 
men present  were  invited  to  meet  officers 
of  the  International  Sunshine  Society  at 
the  Sunshine  Sanitarium,  where  an  infor- 
imal  reception  was  held  at  six  o'clock  and 
■dinner  was  served  at  seven  o'clock. 
i  Arrangements  for  tlie  ainner  were  under 
the  supervision  of  Mrs.  Hans  S.  Beattie. 
The  tables  were  arranged  in  the  form  of 
the  letter  H  and  covers  were  laid  for 
thirty  For  once  Sunshine  departed  from 
its  own  colors,  the  dining  room  decorations 
being  in  crimson  and  white. 

The  diners,  who  were  the  guests  of  Mrs. 
Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  president  gen- 
eral and  founder  of  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society,  Included  Otto  G.  Foelker, 
E  M  Travis  and  Miss  Travis,  James  A. 
Foley,  Edmund  R.  Terry,  Charles  F. 
t  Murphy,  Thomas  F.  Grady,  John  S. 
Whalen,  Secretary  of  State;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
I  George  E.  Crater,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  'Charles  F. 
'Kingsley,  Miss  Grace  Strachan,  Mrs.  Theo- 
dore F;  Seward,  J6hu  Alden,  Mrs.  John 
Wo  .druff,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alfred  J.  Boulton, 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Scofleld  Mclntyre,  Mrs.  E.  P. 
Campbell,  Floyd  Adams,  Miss  Welch,  Mrs. 
Nellie  E.  C.  Furman,  Mrs.  Marshall 
Emery,  Mrs.  Hans  S.  Beattie  and  Richard 
Fithian.       ..  * 

At  the  end  of  the  dinner  speeches  rela- 
tive *to  the  hill  that  has  been  introduced 
in  the  Legislature  dn  behalf  of  the  blind 
babiefi  were  made  and  Mrs.  Woodruff  en- 
tertained  with   violin  selections. 

The  January  meeting  of  Brooklyn  Sun- 
shine  Branch  No.  5  was  held  on  Wednes- 
day afternoon,  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  E.  P. 
Campbell,  No.  121  Hooper  street.  Mrs.  Jo- 
seph Poole,  president  of  the  branch,  pre- 
sided. ^    ^ 

After  the   regular  routine   of    business, 
plans  for  the  "International  Day"   of  the 
branch     were     discussed.        This      anuvial 
event  to   raise  funds   to   be  given   as    the  | 
branch  dues  to  the  International  Sunshine./ 
Society    wrill   take  place   the   third  Thurs-  ' 
day  in  February   at  the  home  of  Mrs.  John  ; 
H.   Teves,   No.   141  Roi5.s  street.     The  pro- 
gramme for  the  evening  has  not  been  fully- 
arranged,    but  a   cordial  invitation   is   ex- 
tended   to    members    of    other    Sunshhie 
branches    to    attend    this    "International 
Pay."^ 


-  At  tlie""T5f"l'(?'4'  bui^lb^i^m 
cial    hour    followed,     when     refreshments 
were  served.    Mrs.  Louisa  Mead  and  Mrs. 
Nellie  E.   C.   Furman  assisted  at  the  tea V 
table.  .  ,_       i 

Members  of  the  Loj^al  Branch  of  Man- 
hattan were  delig-htfully  entertained  at  the 
home  of  the  president,  Mrs.  Boyd  L.  Del- 
bridge,  <No.  359  West  Fifteenth  street,  on 
Thursday  aftefnoon.  The  president  gave  a 
review  of  the  work  that  .ha,s  toee.n  done  by 
th«  branch  during  the  last  year  and  al- 
though she  has  been  ill  much  h'a^  been  ac- 
complished. Ten  dollars  was  given  for  the 
refurnishing  o.f  one  of  the  Sun-shine  freah" 
air  cots,  $25  to  the  emergency  fund,  5o  as 
international  dues  of  the  braoich  and  ^J 
to  pay  for  a  stenograpiher  to  assisit  at  gen- 
eraPh'^.adauarters  for  two  weeks  A  barrel 
of  good  things  to  .eat  was  sent  to  the  Blln<l 
Babies'  Home  at  a  cost  of  ^^^ul  %^: 
Through  the  gift  of  a  friend  ^e^r.^^/^^^^ 
hundred  pretty  post  cards  were  ^^t  ^^^h 
greetings  to  s-hut-ins  enrolled  In  the  Inter- 
national 'Sunshine  Society. 

The  branch  at  this  meeting  arranged  to 
=end  fruit  -to  an  aged  sunshiner,   and  dis- 
cussed plans  for  a  euchre  that  ^111  ^be^given 
in  aid  of  the  second  mortgage  on  the  bun 
shine  -Home  for  Blind  Babies. 

On  Wednesday  evening  members  of  the 
Sunshine  Christmas  Tree  ^yo^^^tlon  met 
at  the  home  of  Mrs.  J^^n  H.  Teves  No^ 
141  Ross  street,  to  make  flnal  reports  of 
the  work  accomplished  ^^^^^  tt^'  recer^t 
holidays  and  to  plan  work  for  the  coming 

^AUhough  the  association  will  l^old  no 
meetings  until  next  October,  each  menioer 
has  a  special  part  of  next  year  s  work  ta 
do,  and  will  be  expected  to  give  ner  at- 
tention to  her  share  so  that  when  the  asso- 
ciation  meets  in  the  autumn  she  ^^ll  ^-. 
able  to  report  w^hat  she  has  accomplished. 
The  annual  election  of  officers  resumed 
in  Mrs.  Teves  being  unanimously  chosen 
for    president;     Mrs.    Joseph    P^^^l^-.l^ 

i president;   Miss  Anna   Louise   ^I°^arland. 

; secretary;  Mrs.  Louis  B.  Campbell,  treas- 

I  "committees  were  appointed  by  the  presl- 
'dent  to  take  full  charge  of  selecting  the 
doUs  and  keeping  a  record  of  the  number 
o-iven  to  volunteers  to  be  dressed,  &c.,  for 
the  purchasing  of  games,  mittens  and  as- 
sorting books  sent  in  for  distn,bution. 
These  committees  will  wo>tk  during  the 
months  that  intervene  between  now  and 
next  Christmas.  . 

Every  member  of  the  association  was  de- 
ili'^hted'  with  the  gratifying  reports  of  the 
I  work  that  has  been  done  this  season,  and 
lis  thinking  how  improvements  may  be  in- 
troduced  to   mak-e   the     w'ork    more     sys- 
Itematic  and  reach  further  in  its  good  cheer. 
Plans    and    suggestions    were    many    and 
these  iwill  ^b?  considered  by  the  officers  in 
laying  out  next  season's  work. 


I     At  .the  end  of  the  .business,  Mrs.  Josephj 

I  Poole  rendered  several  vocai  selections  I 
and  Mis§  Florence  Tevos  gave  humorous  | 
and  dramatic  readings.  Refreshments  weroi 
j served  by  'the  hostess  during  the  social! 
ihoiir  that  followed.  ■ 

j  Two  weeks  ago  a  band  otf  earnest  "work- 
;ers  and  members  of  the  sunshine  branch i 
j  of  the  'Welcome  Houss  Settlement  of  Man- 
jhattaTi  visited  the  Blind  Babies'  Home. 
[With  them  as  a  gift  from  Mr.  M.  W.  Am-: 
j'berg.  of  Manliattan,  they  carried  four  I 
I  pretty  lia'ts  ^for  the  blind  girls,  and  Mr.! 
SelLgmann  gave  five  caps  for  the  boys.  Six  j 
complete  sets  of  undenwear,  two  pairs  of  I 
shoes,  two  dozen  stoclvings  and  two  dozen: 
■handlcerchiefs  came  from  the  branch,  and  i 
Mi=,s  Jaeoibson,  the  leader,  ex.pressed  heir  i 
Dleasure  at  the  joyful  greetings  they  re- 1 
ceived  from  tlie  blind  cliMdren. 

SUL\SIHr:^EiR, 


TLe^W   ^Q-rk.    o\A.yL. 
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Senator  Foelker's  bill  authorisdng  New  -j 
York  city  to  pay  the  International  Sun-  ' 
shine  Brarc^h  for  the  Blind  SI  a  day  for  the 
support  and  maintefSHWI^xif  any  needy  , 
chiki  bt^tween  the  ages  of  1  and  8  passed  j 
the  Sf-nate.  >  ■   ■  \ 


DrookLvw;    /l>  V.    CitLxerv. 
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INTERNATIONAL     SUNSHINE     SO- 


CIETY DOING  A  GRAND  WORK. 


ppeaJ  in  the  Christian  Herald  Se- 
ized $1,587.52  For  the   Support  of  i 
tljie    Sunshine      Home      For      Blind 
ajabies — Donations  Came  at  a  Time 
When    it     Seemed      That      Nothing ; 
Could  Save  the  Home. 


dne^biousand  five  hundred  and 
eighty-^^ren  dollars  and  tit'ty-two 
cents  ($1,587.52)  came  in  one  ctLCCk,. 
sig^ned  by  Dr.  Lioius  Klopsch  of  The 
Christian  Herald,  on  Jan.  22.  This 
geiq'eroiis  amount  of  money  was  to  be 
eredited  .o  the  Blind  Babies'  branch 
i)f  the  iLternational  Sunshine  society, 
knd  it  came  in  answer  to  the  appeal 
made  by  The  Christian  Herald  in  be- 
jhialf  of  these  little  ones  at  a  time  whon 
it  seemed  that  nothing  could  save 
their  horae. 

■  Everybody  knows  of  the  great  finan- 
jcial  panic  that  struck  New  York;  how 
the  banks  suddenly  closed,  and  the  | 
whole  city  seemed  to  be  thrown  into  | 
sudden  distress.  The  International ' 
Sunshine  society  did  not  escape.  For 
awhile  it  appeared  that  it  v/ould  be 
impossible  to  call  together  moneys 
sufficient  to  cancel  the  $5,000  mortgage 
which  was  due  in  a  very  few  weeks. 
Dr.  Klopsch  read  the  plsa  made  in  The 
iVlail  and  Express  one  morhlng  when 
he  was  at  home  sicK  and  said:  "Why, 
this  is  a  charity  that  the  readers  of 
The  Christian  Herald  would  like  to 
help."  So  he  gave  orders  tha-  a  column 
Of  that  valuable  publication  should  be 
devoted  to  telling  his  readers  of  the 
blind  babies  and  their  great  need. 

.Just  then  anotLar  reader  of  The 
Mail  and  Express,  R.  Uan  Wolter- 
beek,  knowing  the  good  hearts  of  the 
readers  of  The  Christian  Herald,  sent 
br.  Klopsch  a  letter  asldng  him  to  j 
lend  a  hand. 

No  better  plea  could  have  been  made 
than  that  written  by  Mr.  Wolt3rbeek; 
hence  it  was  used  by  Dr.  Klopsch  with 
a  sunny  introduction,  in  forming  a 
Blind  Babies'  Emergency  Sunshine 
branch,  offering  a  beautiful  badge  to 
every  reader  who  sent  in  $1.25  for  the 
blind  babies.  The  result  was  this 
check  for  $1,587.52. 

When  Mrs.  Alden  read  the  otice  in 
I  The  Christian  Herald  she  said:  "This 
'is  awfully  nice  of  Dr.  Klopsch  and 
maybe  we  will  get  as  much  as  §100. 
AVhat  a  help  that  will  be!" 


When  the  big  check  came  in,  and 
She  was  asl^ed  what  she  t»;oiight  then, 
her  answer  came  from  one  who  seem- 
ed dazed  with  joy  and  astonishment. 
'^I  knew  The-  Christian  Herald  did  a 
great  deal  of  good  work,  and  had 
wonderful  power  in  helping  causes  of 
its  o^vTl;  but  I  never  dreamed  that 
such  unseJfish'  generosity  could  come 
to  one  just  at  the  time  when  almost 
all  hope  had  left.  I  only  wish  every 
Christian  Herald  reader  who  sent  a 
contribution  knew  how  grateful  1  am. 
Our  troubles  at  the  Blind  Babies- 
home  are  over  for  a  while  anyway,  and 
I  just  think  I  will  sit  down  and  cry." 
And  she  did. 

Dr.  Klopsch's  letter  to  Mrs.  AUlen, 
which  contained  so  much  happiness 
and  sunshine,  was  as  follows: 

January    20,    1908. 
My  Dear  Mrs.  Alden — I  take  pleas- 
ure In  enclosing  herewith  our  check 
for  $1,587.52,  received  in  response  to, 
our  appeal  for  the  Sunshine  Ho.ae  for 
blind    babies.     As    contributions    have 
I  ceased   coming,   we   think     thai     but 
little  more  will  reach  this  office  after 
i  this.     I  congratulate  you     upon     this 
I  generous  expression  on  the  part  of  the 
I  public  of  the  conftdence  they  repose 
I  in   the  enterprise,  and  the   sympathy 
our  recital  of  its  necessities  has  awak- 
I  ened  in  the  hearts  of  the  people. 

Very  cordially  yours, 
I  U  Klopsch.    j 


FOELKEfi'S  BILL  PASSED. 


PrdWj^^af  f oTr    the    Maintenance    of 
the  Infant  Blind— Other  Legis- 
lative Matters. 


(SPECI.VL   TO   THE   CITIZEN.) 

ALBANY,  Feb.  11.— Senator  Foelker's 
bill  providing  for  the  care  and  mainten- 
ance of  the  infant  blind  was  passed  to- 
day in  tbe  Senate. 


Brockton. ,  M^tss,    ETxte-r/u-rLz^c 


Sunshine  Free  Bed 
Plans  Great  Success 

Auxiliaries  forming  in  Many  Places 

and  ths   Welcome  Dimes  Are  Rapidly 
Pouring  Into  the  Brooklyn  Headquarters, 

ROOKT.YN   Branch   No.   5   of  the 
Internaiional      Sunshine      Society 
will  hold  its  annual  International 
Day    on    Thursday    evening,    Feb- 
ruary   20,    at    the    home    of    Mrs. 
John     H.     Teves.     No.     141     Koss 
street,     Brooklyn,    from    eight    to 
elown  o'clock.    There  will  be  a  short  busi- 
ness  meetin.g   preceding   the   social,   which 
v.':n  Stfike  the  forni  of  a  poverty  party, 
i    Each     year    every    Sunshine    branch     is 
^skcd  to  hold  'Some  sort  of  ^ntertaijiment, 
the  proceeds  of  which, shall  be  used  as  the 
dues  of   the    branch   to    the    International 
jS>ociety.     V/hether  the  amount  realized  is 
$1  or  $100  it  is  sent  to  general  headquarters 
as  the  branch's  contribution  to  the  general 
running  expenses  of  the  society. 

At    the    cLoss    of   the    Southern    Division 
Board  meeting  a  meeting  -of  the  Board  cf 
Directors    of    the     International  Sunshi-e 
Branch  for  the  Blind  y/as  called,  iwith  t^e 
president,  MrS;  Theodore  F.  Seward,  in  the  i 
chair.    The  treasurer's  report  shov/ed  that ' 
on  January  1,  after  the  five  thousand  dol-  j 
lar    mortgage   on    the   Sunshine  Home   for  j 
Blind   Babies  had   boen   paid   and  all   out- 
standing bills  had  been  met,  there  was  a 
balance  of  $403.25  on  hand  for  future  work. 
Mrs.     Grace    Hawkins,    assistant    corre- 
sponding sc'cretary,  stated  that  she  spends 
three  or  four  days  each  week  at  the  new 
;beadquarters  of  the  blind  babies,  at  No.  9] 
Fifth   avenue,    Manhattan.       She   answers 
!from  twenty-five  to  forty  letters  relative  to 
the  blind  babies  each  day  she  is  at  the  of-^ 
fice.  ;, 

There  are  now  twenty-five  children  at 
[the  home  receiving  the  care  and  instruc- 
Ition  for  blind  children.  Including  those  on 
the  waiting  list  there  are  eighty-four  blind 
children  in  the  city.  Eis'ht  have  been  grad- 
uated 'fr.->m  the  Sunshine  kindergarten  at 
the   home  and    have  been  admitted  to  th^ 


New  York  School  for  the  Blind.  Their  re- 
ports show  that  thefT^'tratrrtnis-iirf  the  Eun- 
s'aine  Home  has  made  then  among  the 
best  and  most  capable  scholars  at  the 
school.  We  are  very^prpuJ  of  our  little 
graduates. 

Mrs.  Lawrence  and  Mrs.  Perkins  were 
appoin'ted  to  serve  as  a  Ways  and  Means 
Committee  for  this  department  of  Sun- 
shine, their  work  to  begin  the  first  of  the 
year.  At  the  meeting  a  gratifying  report 
was  given  of  wiiat  bad  been  done  since 
these  Sunshine  friends  had  joined  their  in- 
terests to  the  blind  bai'oies'  ca.u3e.  Nearly 
f;i,200  has  b^en  received  through  their  ef-l 
forts.  Their  work  is  not  along  any  special) 
line,  btit  responds  to  whatever  call  is  most 
urgent. 

Dr.  W.  A.  A.  Gardner,  chaplain  of  the| 
Sun'shine  H*ome  for  Blind  Babies,  was  ap-j 
Srainted  a  dclegatcv-e-r  I'yyre'iSS'vt-the  babiea 
at  the  annual  convention  of  the  society,  to 
be  held  in  Houston,  Texas,  in  May. 

The  Rev.  Edwin  C.  Holman  was  elected 
field  secretary  for  the  International  Sun- 
shine Branch  for  thi  Bl!"""  i"=  -  report  of 
the   work    he   has   6ono  the  mite 

boxes  place!  i:i  public  r  (  the  blind, 

babies  was  gratifying.  During  January  he 
raised  |151  for  these  little  folk.  The  re- ,' 
turns  from  th3  mite  boxes  are  to-  be  set 
aside  for  the  mortgage  that  falls  due  inJ 
October.  1911.  } 

-After  the  adjourn me-it  of  the  meeting  of 
the  International  Sunshine  Branch  for  the' 
Blind  there  was  a  short  business  session! 
of  the  directors  of  the  International  Sun-' 
shine  Society  relative  to  the.  Sunshine  Rest 
Home  and  Sanitarium. 
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4i»»-large  party  ot  Iaclie.«5  €rom  the  Bush-  ; 
I  wickVseation  attjjlided    -he  charity  euchre  i 
.  givemf*-  gh«"^#neht   of  the  blind   babies 
I  held/*tCS^'*n  Weach    Hotel,    Bath   Beach,  ' 
■  Cropsey  and   Bay  ave^u^s,    and    Twenty- 
!  second  street,  on  Fric:<ay  at  2.     The  Blind 
;  Babies'     Home    was  ..formerly    on    Gates 
'avenue,   near  Throop,"  ''md    the    society    is 
5  alm;ost   wholly  compo&til   of   women    from> 
1  the    Bushwick    section.      >Irs.    Snyder,    of  i 
I  756  Hancock  street,  is  the  President.  The  i 
affair   was    a    big    succees,    and    the   little ' 
tots   will    benefit.  I 


FOR  BLIND  BABIES'  BENEFIT. 

A  larg§,wftnd  successful  euchre  was 
given  for' the  benefit  of  the  Blind  Babies 
HQm«  of  the  International  Sunshine  Soci- 
ety ai  the  Avon  Beach  Hotel,  Bath  Beach 
Frid^  ^afternoon.  There  were  more 
thanAoAr  hundred  persons  present,  and 
over/  one  hundred  and  fifty  handsonae 
prizes  had  been  contributed  by  well 
known  men  of  Bath  Beach  and  Coney 
Island.  One  hundred  and  sixty  dollars 
in  cash  was  also  received  for  the  home. 
The  women  in  charge  were:  Mrs.  J.  Kos- 
ter.  Miss  M.  Brown,  Mrs.  Feltman,  Mrs. 
W.  C.  Henderson,  Mrs.  Pope,  Mrs.  Keiser, 
Mrs.  H.  Perkins,  Mrs.  Schneider.  The 
winners  were: 

Mrs.     Harry     Meldurm.     Mrs.     Shafer,     Mrs. 
Hill,    Mrs.    Kojke,    Mrs.    Turner,    Mrs.    A.    Felt- 
man,    Mrs.    Williams.    Miss   Parfltt,    Miss   Esch- 
dei-,    Mrs.    Wallion.    Mrs.    Madden.    Miss    Lake, 
Mrs.   Pnichman,    Mrs.    Mundle,    Mrs.    McCorner, 
Mrs.      McKernan.     Mrs.     Wlschunen.     Mrs.     A. 
Slomlca,    Miss    F.     Schefers,    Mrs.    Bardewyck, 
Mrs.  Voorhees,   Miss  S.   B.    I>ake,   Mrs.   Burton, 
Mrs.     Hardenbergh,     Mrs.     C.     A.     King,     Mrs. 
Steinbuch,   Mrs.   Kirshn«r,   Mrs.    Hollands,    Mrs. 
Schultz,     Miss     Franklin,     Miss     Kegler,     Mrs. 
Watson.   Miss  Salter.    Mrs.    Howard,    Mrs.   Dev- 
ers.   Mrs.   Reeves,   Miss  La  Violette,   Mrs.   Ellis, 
Mrs.    Brochman,    Miss    Bealin,    Mrs.    M.    Stern, 
Mrs.      Vanderbilt.      Mrs.      Muller,      Mrs.     Craw, 
Mrs.    Cantwell,    Mrs.    Thompson,    Mrs.    Collett,  i 
Mr.s.     Howten,     Mrs.     De     Moot,     Mrs.     Baker,  j 
Mrs.    Hayes.   Mrs.    Lockwond,   Mrs.   Smith.   Mrs.  ' 
Quenton.    Mrs.    Brown,    Mrs.    Kieser.    Mrs.    Szu-  j 
hany,   Mrs.   Schweimler  and  Mr.  Rieley.  J 


Br(70)iLi/vu.  /v.  ^,  ix^U- 
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^  MUSICALE   :^0B   BLINp^-^ABIES. 

A  iimuskaie    ^r      thijx^enefii     of    the 


Blidl  Rabies  Morco  of  the  International 
Sunfehiive  Snci#ty.  at  Dyker  Heights, 
will  be  held  on  Friday  evening  next, 
at  8:15  o'clock,  at  534-536  Putnam  ave- 
nue. The  programme  for  the  occasion 
will  be  interpreted  by  Raymond  Formau, 
wno  will  give  readings;  Miss  Fahey, 
soprano;  Mr.  Connor,  tenor,  and  Sidney 
Benger.  pianist.  The  arrangements  are. 
in  charge  of  Miss  Nell  H.  Choate.  The 
patronesses  are:  Mrs.  Lydia  Bonner, 
jMiss  Coralie  Choate.  Mrs.  Chaple.^  Web- 
steJ'  Mrs.  Edward  Blanihorue  and  Mra, 
lsaa||AFi'^°^^^>^  Russell. 


k/,^,  Hc-r^L^.  3yao  k^-f-r^  Zciitiun. . 
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The  SunsMne  Blind  Baljles'  Helpers  held 
a  cake  and  candy  sale  on  Friday  afternoon 
at  the  home  of  the  president,  Mrs.  F.  W. 
Srai'v,  No.  16  MontgK)mery  place,  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  funds  to  further  the 
work  of  the  branch.  Mrs.  F.  T.  Nutt  pre- 
sided at  the  tea  table  and  served  dainty 
refreshments  to  all  who  came  to  patronize 
the  sale.  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden, 
president  general,  gave  an'  informal  talk 
on  ihe  work  Sunshine  i-s  doing  for  blind 
children,  a  work  m  which  the  branch  is 
doing  such  a  practical  part. 

These  good  workers  meet  once  a  month 
and  do  the  mending  for  this  large  Sun- 
shine family  of  twenty-five  children. 
There  are  large  piles  of  stockings  that  re- 
quire much  darning  and  garments  of  all 
kinds  need  repairs. 

Home  made  cakes  and  confections  of  all 
kindte  found  ready  sale  and  provided  means 
'  for  enlarged  work  of  this  branch.  Those 
who  served  at  the  sale  were  Mrs.  F.  W. 
_  Starr,  Mrs.  A.  K.  Powell,  Mrs.  R.  E.  WIll- 
'iamson,  Mrs.  F.  A.  Van  luerstine,  Mrs. 
iL.  JVtyers  and  Mrs.  H.  L.  Wickes. 
I  The  last  regular  .meeting  of  the  Hope 
I  Sunshine  'Branch  was  held  at  the  home  of 
the  'president,  ,Mls3  Emma  J.  Wilson,  No. 
431  Pacific  street,  on  Friday  aftexnoon. 
Plans  (for  enlarged  w'ork  among  the  blind 
twere  discussed  and  steps  were  taken  to 
increase  the  funds  in  the  treasury.  The 
^pecial  work  of  Hope  Branch  is  carrying 
ijsunshine  and  cheer  to  the  women  of  the 
'jBllnd  Home,  in  Washington  avenue. 
^_  It  is  -with  deep  regret  that  Hope  Branch 
iiaccepted  the  resignation  of  Miss  Ma.bel  M. 
KWhitley,  who  'has  been  one  of  the  most 
jearnest  workers  of  the  bfanch  for  a  long 
"time.  Mrs.  Emily  M.  North,  as  secretary 
•of  Hope  Branch,  keeps  headquarters  'in- 
[(ormed  of  the  work  her  ibi-a-nch  is  doin^. 

The  late  Mr.  Francis  'Montague  Hand- 
iley,  who  iwas  at  the  Sunshine  Sanitarlupa 
jfor  more  than  six  months,  was  for  fiftceA 
year*  chamberlain  to  Pope  Leo  XIII. 

Plans  are  being  made  to  hold  a  sal«  of 
home  made  caikes  and  fancy  articles  just 
before  Easter  for  the  benefit  of  the  treas- 
ury of  the  Southern  -DiMision.  If  this  Sj^le 
Is  held  we  will  need  a  lot  of  pretty  little 
_ things  that  could  be  used  for  Easter  gifts 
iby  those  who  purchase  them.  Early  no- 
t'ice  af  the  pQans  is  given  so  that  all  may 
(have  opportunity  to  contribute  sometMng. 


'•  'Fopaz  Sumi^Ine  iBranoli,  of  "tvhlch  Qlrs. 
raTiies  Wood'  is  president,  "will  -giv^  Its 
imi'U'al  ev-eningr  euiCihre  and  receptl'on  at 
;he  Modem  Scl-ence  Chit*,  y.o.  125  Soixth 
^ll'iott  placa  Brooklyn,  on  Thursday, 
March  5.  ■'Mrs.  Cymthia  Westover  Alden 
and  Mrs.  (Nellie  E.  C.  iFurman  have  been 
Jnvi'ted  as  guests  of  honor.  i^Irs.  Looais  B. 
Dampbeil.  treasurer  of  'the  Southern  Divi- 
sion, iwlli  represen't  the  Advisory  Board 
[It  the  euo'hre.  The  proceeds  tvIII  be  de- 
Voted  to  the  pailanthroplc  work  of  Topez 
tranch 

The  March  Sunshine  "at  home"  (pound 
>aptv  of  the  blind  babies  •wiill  be  given 
Monday  afternoon,  from  two  ito  -Ave 
'clock,  at  the  Sunshine  (Home  for  Blind 
tables.  Eighty-fourth  street  and  Thir- 
;enth  avenue,  Dyker  H-Ieiights,  Brooklyn, 
'he  bostess  for  the  day  will  be  Mr.*?.  Will- 
lam  Buyer,  of  Bensomhtirst.  An  Invltajtion 
is  extended  to  all  iwho  are  Interested  in 
the  blind  babies  to  attend  this  "at  bome"  i 
JB,nd  to  bring  their  friends  -with  thean.  I 
Bring  a  pound  of  something-  g^ood  to  eat| 
fwlth  you  or  drop  a  co'in  in  their  mite  box, 
when  you  reach  the  bame.  In  return  t'he 
children  <will  give  you  a  cordial  welcome 
and  refreshm'ents  will  be  served  by  Mrs.  i 
Buyer  and  her  asisistants.  j 

Members  of  Hope  Sunshine  Branch  en- j 
joyed   a  pleasant  afternoon   on   Thursday! 
at  the,  home  cf  jMrs.  W.   B.   Field,   No.  42; 
Garden  place,  Brooklyn,  when  Mrs.  E.  C.  j 
Wbeeler  gave  an  illiustrated  Jecture  on  t'he; 
Yosemite   Valley.     The  parlors  wei-e  well' 
filled,  and  all  iwere  much  interesited  in  Mrs, 
"Wheeler's  graphic  account  of  her  visit  to 
the   valley.       The    proceeds   of    the   after- 
noon's entertain-ment  wall  be  used  in   the 
regular  work  of  the  branoh.    Miss  Emma  J. 
Wilso'n,  president  of  the  branch,  with  her 
faithful  memlbers,  carries  sunshine  to  blind 
women  as  the  special  feature  of  their  Sun- 
shine work. 

Mrs.  George  Stoddart,  orgtunizer  of  tbe 
Oyster  Bay  Sunshine  branch.  Is  forming 
Auxiliary  iNo.  5  of  the  Sumshine  free  bed 
fund.  Under  her  leadership  the  Oyster 
Bay  (branch  Is  doing  a  vei-y  active  Sun- 
shine work.  During  the  Lenten  season  the 
girts  of  the  branch  will  meet  regularly  ito 
sew  for  S'unshme.  Dolls  will  be  dressed, 
scrap  'books  made,  'and  just  before  Easter 
the  annjual  Sunshine  'box  will  tbe  packed 
and  fienit  to  division  headquarters, 

Brooklyn  Branch  No.  5  celebrated  Its 
International  Day  on  Thursday  evening  at 
the  home  of  Mrs.  John  H.  Teves,  No.  141 
,Ross  street,  by  holding  a  poverty  social. 
jit  seemed  as  though  members  tried  to 
wear  all  the  finely  and  jewels  they  could 
so  as  to  swell  the  fund  to  be  raised  Thurs- 
day evening  as  the  dues  of  the  branch  to 
the  International  society.  An  interesting 
1  programme  was  Interspersed  witli  taxing 
j,those  present  for  the  luxuries  they  wore 


'This  afforded  muoh  amusement,  tar  eacn 
jone  had  to  stand  in  the  middle  of  the 
room  and  have  the  tax  imposed  for  each 
[taxable  article  In  her  attire.  The  pres- 
lldent,  Mrs.  Joseph  Poole,  and  the  division 
•president,  Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C.  Furman,  were 
Ithe  last  to  be  taxed.  Six  dollars  and 
islxty-three  cents  was  the  amount  realized 
Ifrom  the  imposed  fines. 

Mrs.  Be/rnard  Chri.?t  was  in  char,sre  of  the 
musical  programme.  There  were  piano 
'solos  'by  Miss  Dora  Kopp;  readings,  bolh 
j dramatic  and  humorous,  by  Miss  Florence 
iTevesand  Miss  Elizabeth  Coffey.  Master 
I  Bertram  Hirsoh  delighted  every  one  with 
(classic  selections  played  on  his  violin. 
JMiss  Grace  MaNamara,  contralto,  and 
{Miss  May  Moore,  •singei' of  popular  songs, 
iwere  called  to  respond  to  many  encores. 
'The  programme  closed  with  vocal  selec- 
jtions  given  by  Mrs.  Christ.  Refreshments 
were  served.  Tlie  next  meeting  of  Branch 
I  No.  5  will  be  at  the  4iome  of  Mrs.  Fred 
{Thompso^n.  No.  131  Hooper  street.  It  will 5 
be  the  annual  meeting  of  the  branch,  with 
election  of  officers. 

I  A  Jiew  Sunshine  member,  Mrs.  M.  Burr, 
jof  Riverhead,  L.  I.,  recently  sent  a  pack- 
age of  very  useful  gifts  to  headquarters. 
It  contained  a  long  white  cashmere  coat 
for  ail  infant,  sample  pieces  of  cloth  suit- 
able [for  making  bags,  &c.,  and  other 
articlies. 

Miss  Emma  McCoy,  of  Mineola,  L.  I., 
sent  a  large  valise  packed  full  to  over- 
flowing with  garments  that  did  not  look  as 
thougjh  they  had  had  much  wear.  These 
[very  acceptable  sunbeams  were  passed  on 
•  at  once,  for  this  season  Sunshine  has  not 
I  been  able  to  supply  much  more  than  half 
'  of  the  requests  that  have  come  in  for 
clothing. 

Headquarters  had  a  pleasant  surprise 
recently.  A  note  came  from  Mrs.  Perkins, 
cliairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Com- 
mittee of  the  International  Sunshine 
Branch  for  the  Blind,  enclosing  two  checks, 
one  from  Misa^yjy^hhicloss  and  one  from 
Mr.  Hugh  D.'^AuchincToss,  each  for  $100. 
One  paid  for  the  new  floor  in  the  .^un  play- 
room, at  the  Sunshine  Home  for  Blind 
Babie?!,  and  the  other  helped  to  meet  the 
bill  for  heating  the  playroom. 

Another  contribution  received  at  the 
Blind  Barbies'  fHome  was  $2,  the  proceeds 
of  two  soc'iaHs  .given  'by  ch.iJdren  ait 
jPatohog-ue,  L.  I.  A  check  for  $3  has  come 
;to  headquarters  for  the  blind  babies  from 
Mrs.  H".  L.  Sniitih,  of  Eimhurst,  L.  I.,  and 
$26.18  Xirom  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Sun- 
.day  school  of  M?,raaronecl:.  N.  Y. 
^  -'..  SUNSHINBR. 


Blind  Babies'  Year  Book  Will 
^     J3e  Issued  by  Sunshine  Society 

It  Will  Contain  a  Story  About  Life   Among  the  Afflicted 

Little  Ones  and   a   History 

of  the  Home. 


WORK  on  tlie  Blind  Babies'  Year 
Book  is  progressing-v  "a»<i  in  •a 
slioit  ti'me  the  copy  will  be  ready 
for  the  printer.  The  Year  Book 
will  contain  reports  of  officers, 
a  story  l)y  'Mrs.  Cynthia  M.  Tre- 
gear  about  life  among"  the  'blind 
babies  an-d  a  history  of  the  kindergarten 
find  home  since  its  earliest  days,  when  It 
•was  started  In  three  rooms  in  a  Manhat- 
tan apartment  house.  The  book  will  be 
Illustrated  with  scerses  taken  from  the 
daily  life  of  the  blind   children. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board 
of  the  International  Suns'hine  Branch  for 
the  Blind  was  held  at  general  headquar- 
ters, No.  96  Fifth  avenue,  Manhattan,  on 
P'riday  afternoon  to  consider  the  resigna- 
tions of  Miiss  Nina  Rhodes  from  the  Board 
of  I>irectors  and  Mrs,  Cynthia  Westover 
Alden  froim  the  office  of  corresponding  sec- 
retary. 

Miss  Rhoades  has  served  as  a  director 
since  the  inoorp'oration  of  the  branch.  Her 
resignation  was  accepted  v,'ith  regret.  So 
many  duties  fall  upon  Mrs.  Alden  it  was 
deemed  aaisable  to  accept  her  resignation 
also.  Mrs.  Grace  E.  Hawkins,  of  New^ 
Rochelle,  was  elected  corresponding  secre- 
tary to  fill  the  vacancy  made  toy  Mrs. 
Alden's  withidrarsval. 

This  Willi  (be  la.  busy  /weelk  for  head  w.ork- 
ers  In  the  Sooithem  Di-vision.  To-inarrow 
t'he  Advagory  Board  -of  ithe  Southern  Divis- 
do.rt  Tvill  attend  the  .meeting  of  the  Secc*nd 
Distrd'ct  o-f  the  Xew  York  Federaitlon  of 
"WoTTien's  Clulbs  at  Flushing.  iDuring  the 
day  ithe  reguiliar  imeetlng  of  the  Advisory 
Board  wrill  lalso  'be  beld  at  Fl-Uvghing. 

On  Tue-sidiay  there  will  be  meetilng^s  of  it,be 
Blind  ©aibies'  Board  amd  of  the  Interna- 
tional iSunshine  Boiard  at  general  head- 
Quarters,  Reports  of  coimimittees,  plans 
f,o-r  the  "annual"  in  IMaij'  and  t.he  summer 
/work  will  ibe  oiutlined.  The  first  -meeting 
will  ibe  oaiLled  a-t  itwo  o'cloclc 


On  ThRirsday  a  isipecial  mee'tflniff  of  the 
Advisory  Bo'ard  df  the  iSouthern  Div.isi'o-n 
iwdil'l  iba  hed  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Eibem  P. 
MJopflord,  No.  ai4.\  iMiomrce  .streeit,  Brook- 
lyn, at  Ivvo  io'cT>o<cik.  T'he  gpe'cdial  nreet in-^  is  | 
called  to  arrange  final  plans  for  the  annual . 
couinciil  of  preisidents  of  branches  and  ol^j 
djapartmemU  of  the  Southern  Division, 
wh'i>cth  Is  to  'take  place  W'edine-sday,  [Ma.rch 
18,  at  divaslDii  heaiiquarteirs,  No.  121  HJoop- 
er  «tree.t,  Broolklyn,  at  two  o'clock. 

While  the  council  has  planned  to  bring 
the  presidents  tog-ether  for  discussion  of 
all  matters  relative  to  the  work  of  tlie 
Individual  branches  and  of  the  division  a^; 
a  whole,  members  of  branches  and  "One ! 
Kindness"  menibers  are  also  Invited  to  a'.-j 
tend  the  council.  ,  ] 

Auxiliary  No.  3  for  the  Blind  Babies' 
Home  has  just  been  formed  by  Mrs,  C.  A. 
Wilson,  of  Brooklyn,  in  connection  wi.tli 
the  King's  Daughters  Society  of  the  Green- 
Wood  Baptist  Church.  As  there  are  but 
few  auxiliary  branches  for  the  blind 
babies,  the  advent  of  this  one  Is  hailed 
with  much  pleasure  and  a  hearty  welcome 
extended  to  it.  The  members  plan  to  sew 
f^r  ithe  blind  babies. 

\  contribution  of  $5  was  sent  last  month 
by  the  Four  Leaf  Clover  Club,  of  Thorn- 
ton, R.  I.,  through  Miss  Mabel  C.  Beach, 
chairman  of  the  Sunshine  Committee.  An 
excellent  report  of  Sunshine  work  done  by 
the  club  was  forwarded  at  the  same  time. 

There  is  great  rejoicing  at  general  head- 
quarters over  having  another  room.  This 
-luxury  came  about  through  the  interest  of 
Mrs.  B.  B.  Lawrence  and  Mrs.  JoQin  Alvln 
Young.  Each  of  'these  friends  has  volun- 
teered to  be  responsi'bie  for  a  portion  of  th© 
rent.  Such  a  rejoicing  as  this  caused  is 
hard  to  explain  to  any  one  who  has  n'Ct 
been  at  headquarters  and  realized  the  little 
space  for  the  great  work  that  Is  (being 
done.  The  new  room  has  been  decorated  in 
dark  and  light  green,  and  the  -woodwork  in 
pearl  enamel. 

It  is  divided,  la* j;  «nree  comipartmenta. 
One  is  known  as  the  blind  babies'  office, 
one  is  the  board  room,  and  the  third  a 
store  room.  Mrs.  Grace  E.  Hawkins,  secre- 
tary of  the  'blind  baibies,  has  her  desk  In  the 
new  office,  and  the  accountant  has  a  desk 
there  also.  Miss  Welcher,  of  the  Remem- 
brance .Committee,  has  her  -writing  table! 
there,  as  has  (Miss  Nora  Caples,  the  assis- 
tant recording  secretary. 

The  board  room  is  really  very  fine,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  Mrs.  Aldenj 
would  not  allow  one  cent  from  Sunshine  i 
toward  furnishings.  Mrs.  John  Woodruff,  j 
of  th«  "One  Kindness  Branch,"  contri'butedi 
a  large  square  cashmere  rug  of  diamond  j 
[design,  gave  green  satin  damask  curtains  | 
for  the  door,  madras  curtains  for  the  blind  j 
babies'  office,  and  net  lace  trimmed  cur- j 
tains  for  the  board  room,  I 


I  Mrs.  Marshall  Emerj'  gave  a  large  round 
table  of  mahogany  veneer.  A  large  easy 
'chair  and  two  straight  -uipholstered  chairs 
were  three  more  gifts. 

Another  friencrin  Manhattan  who  did  not^ 
give  her  .name,  sent  a  green  velvet  up- 
iholstered  chair.  (Miss  Mulligan,  Mrs.  John 
j Stanton,  Mrs.  Joseph  F.  Knapp,  Mrs.  Lav/- 
rence,  Mrs.  Stella  Jones  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  I 
Greenhut  each  contributed  toward  tlie  fur-' 
niishing  of  the  new  roo-m.  The  Work  got 
so  heavy  and  the  worO^ers  so  many  that 
it  was^ simply  Impossiible  to  do  anything 
In  the'two  small  roouns  hei'etofore  allotted 
for  space. 

Mrs.  Lawrence  and  her  sister,  Mrs.  Ben- 
jamin B.  Perkins,  president  of  the  ^'ew 
[rork  Orphan  Asylum  Society,  have  "been 
firm  friends  of  the  (blind  babies  during  the 
iast  year.  Mrs.  Alden  says  she  would  at 
times  have  lost  heart  entirely  had  it  not' 
'been  for  their  dai:iy  words  of  comfort  and 
j  cheer.  It  was  thro-ogh  Mrs.  Perkins  that 
isuch  friends  as  Mrs.  Dun  and  Mrs.  Car- 
penter were  cbtained.  Xo  question,  no 
matter  how  difficult,  seems  too  much  for 
them  to  stop  and  consider. 

It  is  Mrs.  Lawrence  who  thinks  of  send- 
ing now  amd  then  to  the  workers  at  head- 
quarters. Although  sick  and  shut  in  at 
times,  Mrs.  Ijajwrence  continues  .her  gooi 
iwork  by  the  use  of  the  telephone  and  Sun- 
shine receives  many  gifts  through  her 
thoughtfulness. 

Both  Mrs.  Lawrence  and  Mrs.  Perkins 
Jiave  been  appointed  on  the  "Ways  and 
Means  -Committee  of  the  Blind  Baibies' 
•branch,  one  of  the  imost  Important  com- 
mittees of  all.  Without  the  Ways  and 
Means  Committee  there  would  be  no  home, 
no  food,  mo  'fire,  no  light  and  the  'blind 
babies  would  have  to  go  iback  to  the  island. 

Mrs.  Carrie  T.  Hudson,  president  of  the 
Sunshine  Free  Bed  Auxiliary  No.  4,  has 
succeeded  in  getting  sixteen  members  in 
her  toand.  This  is  the  first  auxiliary  to 
number  more  than  the  required  ten. 

Sunshine  headquarters  received  a  box  of 
clothing  from  Miss  Emma  McCoy,  of 
Mineola,  L.  I.,  and  from  Mrs.  John  Dou- 
gan,  of  New  York  city.  The  contents  of 
the  box  proved  to  be  very  bright  sun- 
beams for  the  happy  recipients. 

On  the  17th,  Mrs.  Eleanor  Shepherd,  of 
^:o.  80  Clark  street.  New  Haven,  Conn., 
will  be  ninety-three,  and  on  the  19th,  Mrs.; 
W.  D.  Stratton,  of  Cross  River,  N.  Y.,  -will' 
be  eight j^-one,  while  Mrs.  Mary  S,  John- 
son, care  of  Mrs.  Layton,  No.  466  De  Kalb 
avenue,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  will  be  eighty- 
two  on  the  20th.  SUXSHIXER. 


Brooklu^    /A  i^  E^<2^U  - 


^ 


M^v-ck,  /I.  Jfos 


MUS.    ALPEIT'S    APPEAL. 


:'s   Help   in   Getting 
Money  for  Bjjjjii-Giiildren. 

In  all  the  United;  iStates  there  Is  not  03»e 
public  InMltutlon  for'  the  support  or  In- 
Btruotion  of  (blind  children,  acxwrdini^  to 
Mrs.  Cynthia  Wcstover  Alden,  treaaurer 
of  the  International  iSiunshine  Branoh  for 
the  Blind:,  'wlho  at  a  hearing  "betforo  Mlayor! 
Mlc01«'M«n  this  morning  urged  the  ap- 
proval of  a  bill  granting  the  branch  one 
dollar  a  day  for  the  care  of  each  child  in 
the  society's  home. 

"This  stateiment  may  sound  rem)arkable| 
but  it  is  a  fact,"  said  Mrs.  Alden,  "I  have, 
received  letters-  from  every  State  in  thel 
Union,  asking  for  information  about  our 
work  and  offering  to  send  us  sightless 
children.  At  the  present  time,  we  have  a 
blind  idhd'-id  from  Alaska  at  our  hotne  on 
'i'hlrteenth  avenue  and  Eighty-fourth 
street,  and  we  have  also  taken  sightless 
children  from  the  inaan©  asylum  on 
Blaokwell's  Island,." 

Mayor  MoClellan  apeared  strongly  Im- 
jkreeecd  by  the  argument  of  the  speaker, 
but  gave  no  intimation  of  intended  action 
on  the  bill.  '  A 


.<t 


I    Benerit  for  Blind  Babies 

A  benefit  for  the  Blind  Babies  Home, 
under  the  auspicQs  of  Branch  No.  1  of  the 
International  sWnshlne  Society,  will  be 
giverj^t  Lho.^Jfq^e  of  the  president.  Mrs. 
B.  Ai  T?,uttjb,  131  Liexington  avenue,  Man- 
hattan, ^fi  Wednesday,  March  25,  at  8:30 
o'clolk.  The  programme  is  under  the  di- 
recti(^n  of  Damon  Lyon,  at  one  time  a 
member  of  Richard  Mansfield's  company. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyon,  in  costume,  will  give 
the  cottage  scene  from  the  "Lady  of 
Lyons."  Mrs.  Jessie  S.  Pamplin,  con- 
tralto; Mary  Louise  Wolber.  musical  re- 
cital's by  Field  and  Riley,  Harry  Hirt, 
Miss  Mary  Henry,  violinist,  and  Irwin 
Hassell,   pianist. 

Tickets  ca,n  be  secured  by  writing  to 
Mrs.  Tuttle,  or  at  the  door  the  evening  of 
the  benefit.  The  money  is  to  pay  for  the 
grqeery  bill,  and  it  Is  hoped  that  the  en- 
tertainment will  net  at  least  $75.  All 
contributions  may  be  sent  direct  to  Mrs. 
^ttle,  131  Lexington  avenue.  Manhattan. 


HERALD, 
STJNDAT,    MARCH    22,    1908. 


-BROOKLYN    SECTIOJN. 


International  Directors  Review 
Sunshine  Work  for  Blind  Babies 


E.  C.   Hoiman,    Field   Secretary,   T:l!s  of  Arousing  Public 

Interest  in  Mite  Boxes— Workers  to  Attend  Annual 

Convention   at  Houston,   Texas,   in   May. 


^-  B — ^  II'ETtE  was  a  meeting  of  the 
I  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Inter- 
B  national  Sunshine  Branch  for  the 
I  B'lind,  at  general  headquarters, 
I  iNo.  96  Fifth  avenue,  Manhattan, 
'  on  Tuesday  afternoon.  Mrs.  Theo- 
dore F.  Seward,  president  of  the 
branch,  presided.  ' 

Mrs.  L.  S.  iPerk'.ns,  chairman  of  the 
Ways  and  Means  Committee,  had  an  ex- 
cellent .report  to  make,  for  through  her 
^efforts  many  friends  -have  become  inter- 
jested  in  tlhe  work  for  blind  chiildren,  and 
she  has  thus  far  obtained  donations 
I  amounting  to  more  than  $1,«00  for  the  iSun- 
ehine  iHome  for  Blind  Babies. 

Mr.  Edwin  C  Hoiman.  field  secretary  for 
the  International  'Sunshine  Branch  for  the 
Blind,  told  of  his  work  in  placing  mitei 
boxes  in  public  places  and  arousing  the 
interest  of  the  'puiblLc  in  behalf  .of  the' 
babies.  He  itold  of  one  mite  box  w'iiiph  on 
being  opened  was  found  to  contain  a  ten 
dol'lar  gold  piece.  Throug*h  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hoiman  the  ladies  of  the  Mendham  Pres- 
byterian Church  have  been  interested  in 
the  work  and  each  member  of  the  ladies" 
society  has  promised  to  give  a  dollar  and 
take  one  of  the  .blind  babies'  envelopes  and 
fill  it  a  possible. 

]  For  thp*Enterta:iinment  Committee,  Mrs. 
jEben  P.  Morford,  chairman,  reported  that 
at  the  March  "at  home"  at  the  Sunshine 
Home  for  Blind  Ba-bies  twenty-six  ,'riends 
called  and  left  six  dollars  in  fne  mite  box. 
The  hostess  for  the  day  was  Mrs.  William 
Beyer,  of  Bensonhurst.  , 

An     invitation     has     come     from     Ocean  I 
Grove  to  hold  a  Sunshine  day  there  in  July} 
and  to  have  the  blind  babies  represented.  | 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eiben  P.  Morford  have  been 
elected  delegates. 

On  the  same  afternoon  a  meeting  of  tbe 
Board  of  the  International  &unshine  So- 
ciety was  'held  for  the  purpose  of  diccuss- 
Inj  plana  tor  the  annual  convention  to  be 


hPlcl  in"  Houston,  Tcxa^!,  in  May.  Enough 
inenrt)€rs  to  fill  one  car  have  sent  word 
that  they  arc*  g-ain^  to  Texas  to  attend  the 
"annual."  If  they  fxo  to  Texas  by  water 
they  are  invited  to  attend  t^he  annual  con- 
vention of  that  State  to  'bo  held  in  New 
prleana.  The  Texas  Sunshine  workers  are 
filarinins  to  hold  their  State  day  a,t  that 
time  so  that  many  distant  delegates  can ' 
enjoy  the  reunion. 

Miss  Evans,  of  New  York,  who  has  en- 
dowed a  Sunshine  scholarship  in  memory i 
of  her  mother,  was  present  at  the  meetingj 
and  to'Id  o-f  her  interest  in  Sunshine  educa-j 
tional  work.  She  is  now  having  a  portrait! 
of  her  mother  made  and  framed  to  be  seat 
to  the  Alfred  University,  where  th'sxe  are 
several  iSunshine  scholarships. 

On  Thursday  an  ad-journed  meeting,  ot 
the  Advisory  Board  of  the  Southern  Divi- 
sion, New  York  State,  was  called  at  the 
home  of  iMrs.  John  H.  Tevcs,  in  GEloss 
street.  Every  meant'sr  except  one  was 
present.  Mrs.  William  H.  Carlile,  who  has 
just  been  elected  as  a  member  of  the 
Boapd',  was  present.  The  special  purpose 
for  calling  the  Board  members  together 
was  to  disofiss  plans  for  the  annual  coun- .' 
cil  of  presidents  and  .to  arrange  for  the' 
entertainment  of  the  presidents  attending 
the  council.. 


!  Aifber  careful  dis'cnssion  it  -was  voted 
that  an  Ea.ster  sale  be  held  on  Saturday,, 
April  11,  1908,  at  dirision  hcadiquarters,  j 
Ko.  121  Hooper  street,  to  raise  funds  for! 
(the  special  calls  that  are  made  on  the! 
treasury.  Several  have  already  sent  fan^cyi 
articles  for  the  sale,  and  a  stock  of  hcimni| 
■made  cakes  lias  been  promised.  The  Board* 
requests  every  one  \vlho  is  .int3res.ted  inj 
Sunshine  to  help  make  this  sale  a  financial! 
BUC02SS.  After  the  meeting  the  hostess  j 
S'erved  a  r&past.  Many  .plans  for  advanced  j 
work  were  discussed  over  the  coffee  cups.     ! 

The  March  meeting  of  Brooklyn  Branch 
No.  6  will  be  held  at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Fred  Thompson.  'No.  131  Hooper  street,  on 
WednC'Sday  afterncn,  .March  25,  ait  two 
'o'clock,  it  is  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
branch,  and  every  me^iiber  is  requested  to 
make  a  sipecial  effort  to  at'tend  the  meet- 
ing promptly  at  the  hour  set.  This  meett- 
in.g  marks  the  thirteenth  anniversary  of 
Branch  No.  6,  which  waa  the  first  branch 
in  Brooklyn  to  call  a.  meeting  and  organize 
under  the  Tn't'ernational  Sunshine  Society, 
which  at  ithat  time  had  not  .become  an 
incorporated  body. 

Tlie    hrancli   celebrated    its    organization 
jusL  thirteen  years  ago  by  giving  an  after- 
noon tea  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Nellie  E.  ,C. 
iFurman,  who  was  Its  president  for  several 
years.      From    it  '  othersi    ibranches    iwere 
ifor.med,  and   for  a  long  time   i'ts  .momber- 
iship   list   contiined   the   names  of  no  'less 
than    'five    presidents    of    other   .branches, 
each  of  -whom  as  a  nKimber  of  Branch  No., 
5  had  interested  friends  and  formed  their; 
own  'Circles.    At  on-e  time  the  Branoh  'mem- 
berahip  contained  five  hundred  .names.     I'tj 
was  found   to   be  too  large  for  one  presi-, 
der.iL-  to  'n-v]'-  ■■--^  -  ;  ■-  divided  drrtd' ciroles.i 


•  !ii'l  became  "one  ■k:)i;^rie?>^"' -,  ■members, 
keopin,2^  up  their  interest  in  tli«  work, 
althou's-h  prevented  fro:Ti  taking  active  ipar: 
in  it. 

It  is  always  a  help  to  know  that  other 
org-anizations  are  interested  in  what  Sun- 
shin-e  is  doing,  and  a  letter  ifrom  the  Ex- 
ecutive Board  of  the  Brooklyn  Woman's 
Suffrage, Association  expressing  apprecia- 
tion of  the  work  for  blind  'ba'bies  is  a  great 
incentive  for  .better  work. 

iMany  friends  have  manifested  intere&t  Jr.; 
the  aged  memoer  of  the  Four  Score  (Branch 
whose  orj'.y  request  from  .Suns'hine  was  'for 
paiper  floivrers.  iSaveral  hare  sent  boxes  of 
pretty  blossoms  to  her.     The  latest  friend 

i'to  show  interest   is  IMrs.   E.  M.   Moore,  of 

j  Brooklyn,  w-ho  will  call  upon  her  person-  | 
ally  and  carry  some  flowers  <to  her.  When' 
the  S'pring'  co'mes  and  flowers  begin  to 
'bloom,  it  would  be  a  great  treat  to  thisi 
aged  friend  i,f  some  of  them  found  their  i 

I  way  into  iher  little  home  to  cheer  her.  ! 

Every  week  the  Sur.shine  Free  Bed  Aux-  j 

iiliary -work  grows  larger.  Individual  imem- i 
bers  have  been  asked  to  join  as  members 

land  to  organize  auxilip.ries  of  t^heir  oiwn 
to   help  in   the  generail  iwork    for   the   es- 

Itabli.shment  af  'the  free  led  at  the  Sun- 
shine S.anltarivim  and  Hospital  at  Bemson- 
■hurst.  The  Chester  branch  has  joined  Aux- 
liliary  No.  L.and  become  one  of  its  m-em- 
Ibers,  contributin.g  $1.20  annually.  This  is 
[the  'first  branch  to  take  any  action,  rela- 
'  tive  to  tl>e  free  bed.  It  means  only  $1.20 
,a  year,  and  there  are  few  if  any  branches 
lin  t'he  Doiithern  division  tlxat  cannot  do- 
jnate  that  amount  to  this  fund. 
j  'Mrs.  Carrie  T.  Hudston's  auxiliary  has 
itwenty  inembers  enrolled,  miaking  it  the 
largest  yet  formed.  Mrs.  J.  L.  OsibornK? 
h?-s  sent  a  report  that  she  has  ten  friends 
ready  to  organize  into  an  auxiliary,  and 
Mis-s  Viva  Dahl  is  .formimg  a  Sun'Shlne 
circle  to  be  kno^wn  as  ibe  Bay  Ridge  Sun- 
shine »  Club.  Beginning  with  April  its 
mon'bers  will  help  Avith  the  Fi^ee  Bed 
Fund. 

Mrs.  Herman  A.  Metz  has  agreed  to  be 
Sun.sliine  m.other  to  \Villie  Morgan,  band- 
master of  the  Blind  Babies'  Orchestra. 
T'ae  children  did  'their  best  before  visj.tors 
one  day  last  week  and  they  succeeded  in 
giving  them  a  most  enjoyable  afternoon. 
Alibou'gh  the  'kindergarten  cbildren  ha\-e 
not  had  m-jre  than  eight  dancing  les>sons, 
ithey  can  dance  the  two^top  quite  as  gracc- 
[  fully  as  othQr  children.  This  was  a  matter 
I  of  sur.prisc  to  .the  euests.      suxStHOiN-ER 
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iyOB  H^illS  IIPPEIL 

^  fOfitTocmy 

Maf-oi^  ,Me6lellan  held  a  hearing  to- 


day on 
national 
the 
nue 


EHind^ 
andl5 


a  bin  to  g-ive  the  Inter- 
Sunshlne  Branch  Home  for 
located  at  Thirteenth  ave- 
Ighty-fourth  street,  a  dollar 


ia   day   for   the   support,   care   and    in- 

ttructlon  of  each  of  the  blind  children, 
he  amoTint  appropriated  not  to  exceed 
15,000  a  year.  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover 
^Alden,  treasurer  of  the  institution  ap- 
peared to  urge  tlie  Mayor  to  act 
favorably  on  the  bill. 

Mrs.  Alden  told  Mayor  McClellan 
that  there  is  noi  a  public  institution 
In  the  United  States  in  which  blind 
children  may  be  educated  and  helped. 
She  said  that  twenty-five  blind  chil- 
dren are  taken  care  of  at  the  home. 
She  explained  that  tho  Institution  has 
no  stead  income  and  depends  for  mor- 
ey  entirely  on  voluntary  contributions, 
and  that  raised  through  the  newspa- 
pers. Since  she  established  the  home 
four  years  ago  she  has  received  re- 
quests from  Alaska  and  all  over  the 
country  from  people  wishing  her  to 
care  for  blind  children.  Mrs.  Alden 
said  that  Gov.  Hughea  Is  in  favor  of 
the  bill. 

"When  the  home  was  started  several 
babies  ware  taken  from  the  Insane 
asylum  on  Blackwells  Island,  and 
others  were  received  from  the  State 
and  other  States,  and  the  work  of  car- 
ing for  and  teaching  them  was  taken 
up  by  Mrs.  Alden  and  her  assocrates._ 
Mrs.  Alden  has  been  forced  to  turn 
down  many  applications  from  those 
Interested  in  blind  children  simply  be- 
cause of  lack  of  funds. 

Mayor  McClellan  did  not  commit 
himself  on  the  bill.  J 


or  ego  Theatre  to  Aid 
Blind  Babies  in  Sunshine  Home 


%^ 


RS.    NELLIE    E.    C.    FUR:VIAN. 


of  the  Internaitional  Svin^hine  So- 


M 

I  I   ciety.    was    the    speaker    at    the 

I  I   March  meeting:  of  the.  Stuyvesant 

I  B   Association  of  Public  iSchool  No.' 

■  "35,     held     last    Tuesday,     at     the' 

j  home   of   Mrs.    Elizabeth  Hurley,', 

of   Bainbrid^^gstreet.    iMrs.   Furman  gave, 
la  detailed  account  of  the  work  Sunshine  ia^ 
doing-  for  blind  babies,  and  told  many-tti?B 
I  terestin.sr  incidents  of  their  life  at  the  Srjn-j 
I  shine  Home  at  Dyker  Heigrhts.     After  the; 
j  talk,  members  of  .the  a:;s3C)ation  discussed' 
■  what   they  could  do    to  help  in  the  v.^ork,  j 
land  finaliy  decided  that  instead  of  having 
their  usual   theatre   party  at   the   close  of: 
the  season    each  m.ember   should  give  thej 
price  of  her  ticket  to  the  b;ibies.     The  as-i 
sociation    will    be  .the   guest   of   the    fclindj 
children  at  their  "at  home"  the  first  Mon- 
day in  June. 

Cameo  Sunshine  Branch,  of  Brooklyn, 
held  a  social  afternoon  at  its  clubrooms, 
In  the  Modern  Science  Club,  in  South  El- 1 
ifott  place,  Tuesday  afternoon,  from  two 
until  four  o'clock.  The  gathering  was  in- 
formal, but  very  sunshiny.  Mrs.  Katherlnej 
E.  Burgess,  president  of  Cameo  Branch.] 
received  the  guests.  During  the  afternoon  | 
guests  were  entertained  by  Mrs.  Katherlne: 
OE-borne,  elocutionist;  Mrs.  Catherine 
Icken,  vocal  soloist,  ^accompanied  by  Miss 
H.  L.  Schriefer;  Mis^-VCarrie  A.  Fischer 
and  Mrs.  Lottie  Brov^»wi  who  also  sang 
several  selections.  At-  «ng  the  special 
guests  were  Mrs.  Jam*'  -BuU^lifector  of 
the  Master  School  of  Music;  ^frs.  Riving- 
ton  D.  Lord,  of  the  Southern  DT\-ision  Ad- 
visory Board;  Mrs.  Lout^^B.  Campbell, 
treasurer  of  the  division,  .find  Mrs.  Nellie  | 
E.  C.  Furiiian,  the  president  of  the  divi-i 
sion.  I 

'  .Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Aiden,  jon'vTu  s- , 
day  afternoon,  addressed  the  GooJ'O^zer-' 
ship  Leagae  of  Flushing,  le'.Iing  the^ubl 
about  thi  iblind  ba'bies  and  asking  the'r' 
help  in  the  great  work  undertaken  for  the! 
sightless  children  intrusted  to.  the  Sun-. 
shine  Soriety  for  care,  maintenance  and 
training.  The  League  manifested  much  in-, 
t crest  in  the  work,  and  it  is  e;}cpected  iha:! 
tlie  Sunshine  Home  will  recei\'-e  practical 
evidence  of  that  interest.  '> 

Although  the  day  set  for  the  Coun<;l  of 
Presidents  of  the  Southern  Division.  New 
York    State,    proved    to   be  .storni>-,    many: 


workers  In  the  S'ar.siiine  army  were  pr<:-JB^| 
ent  at  the  council,  and  a  .profitable  meet-, 
ing  was  the  result.  The  council  was  ar-| 
ranged  -very  Informally  so  that  everyone; 
■would  feel  "free  to  talk  over  difficuUks  in: 
the  work,  offer  sus-gesiijns  or  seek  cour-| 
ell  and  advice  for  continued  work.  Each, 
president  gave  a  most  gratifying  repoitj 
of  what  her  branch  is  doing.  Mrs.  Cyntniai 
•M.  Tregear.  superintendent  and  founder  of 
thV  Sunsnine  Home  for  Blind  Babies,  was] 
present  and  told  of  the  work  under  heri 
char^'e  When  she  told  of  the  need  of, 
bloomer  isuits  for  the  children  to  wciir 
when  they  play  out  of  doors,  aiM  made  ai 
plea  for  a  num-ber  of  th:se  suits,  there  was^ 
a  ready  response. 

iMrs  Josepli  Pcole,  president  of  Brancn, 
No  5  and  Mrs.  O.  JS'.  I^O'tt,  presiJen^t  of 
the  Alert  branch,  each  pledged  their 
branches  'for  suLts.  M'rs.  (Byron  E.  Mead, 
vice  .president  cf  Topaz  branch,  volun- 
teered her  servH^es  in  making  suits.  Plans 
for  the  adding  of  a  children's  bathroom 
to  -tlhe  heme  were  also  discussed,  and  Mis.s 
Fannie  l.aich,  honorary  president  of  Queen 
Esther  iCircle,  offered  to  s.uibmit  plans  to 
her  'Clrcile  for  its  consideration. 

'Much  interest  was  manifested  in  thei 
Ipllns  to  aid  the  euTis'hine  free  :bed  fund 
I  through  the  organization  of  auxiliaries. 
iBran-dh  No.  5  suggested  that  branches 
leaoh  toecoone  "an  auxiliary  and  pay  $1  4 
n^onth  i'nto  the  fund,  and  offered  to  take 
t'h-e  initiative  in  this  step. 

L\Ir3.  Bernard  Christ,  president  of  tl^-! 
Siin>vbine  (Musical  Cii'ile,  entertained  t-r.e 
C^un'c-11  with  severaJ  vocal  selec'Mons. 
.ilerr-loers  of  tihe  Advisory  iBoard  served 
refresivments,  and  all  ipresent  enjoyed  a 
.rncsl  ipleasant  and  prci.lta'ble  afternoon. 
^President  of  the  SouLhern  Division  will' 
Pjb'the  guest  to-<morraw  evening  of  the 
Touijtg  People's  Association  of  the  Glen- 
irore  Avenuo  Pres/'oyterian  Church  and 
win  tell  the  memibers  a.bout  the  iworl:  of 
tvie  Siuns-hine  Sipciiei:;y,  endeavoring  to  en- 
list theim  in  the  ever  dncreasing  army  of 
'Sunshine  workers.  The  Rev.  Carl  Podin. 
pastor  of  the  church,  will  also  be  present. 

There  will  be  an  'Easter  sale  at  division 
heaidquarters,  'No.  121  IHcoper  street,  oin 
Saturday  afternoon,  April  11,  from  two 
to  nine  o'clock.  Officers  cif  the  division 
■will  make  the  sale  rot  only  a  means  for 
adding  to  the  depleted  funds  of  the  treas- 
ury, <w;hlch  is  always  loiw  at  this  season, 
but  wiU  also  make  it  a  social  gathering. 

Scarcely  a  week  passes  that  Sunshine 
CD.3S  not  have  occasii;'n  to  'be  forcrlC'ly  re- 
mii.i'ded  of  the  need  of  a  free  .bed  a.t  the 
&Vmshine  Sanitarium.  T'bat  is  why  mem- 
h-ors  talk  so  much  a,bout  the  need  and  try 
ffo  -hard  to  raise  the  mecsssar^-  $5,000  to  en- 
idow  it.  Just  now  a  refined  young  woman 
IS  urging  memlbers  to  take  her  paralyzed 
,'£ather,  wiioim  she  cannot  nurse  properly 
with  the  limited  facilities  at  her  command. 
{She  is  v>-illin'g  to  pay  sumetiiing  to-wai-d  his 
.x'.*are  at  the  sainitarium,  Ibut  •cann'O't  afford 
Ithe  price  it  is  -necessairy  ,for  the  sanitarium 
10  cliarge  in  oi-'der  to  .maintain  the  worlv. 


filter  church  Is  willin-g  (to  help  a  IJttO.o,  and 
'sunshine  makes  an  ap'peal  for  ifunds  to 
acid  their  mite  tow^ard  the  fund  (for  this 
clisaibled  .father. 

Pen  Wcmen,  w^io  will  act  as  hostesses* 
at  the  annual  convention  of  the  Interna- 
tional Sunshine  Society,  in  Houston,  Texas, 
May  -  .  22  and  23,  are  Mrs.  William  Chris- 
tian, Mrs.  M.  E.  Bryan,  Mrs.  Eliaabeth^ 
Strong-Tracy,  Mrs.  Catherine  Schureman, 
Mrs.  Sara  Elizabeth  Brarsm,  Mrs.  Florence 
N.  Dancy,  Mrs.  W.  G.  Mihills,  Mrs.  Thelma 
Patrick,  Mrs.  Adele  Lrooscan,  Mrs.  W.  B. 
Crowe,  Mrs.  I.  W.  Townsend,  ]Mrs.  Sea- 
brook  Sidnor,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Limbecker,  Mrs. 
,Vv^.  S.  Wall,  Miss  Abbie  N.  Smith,  Miss  Ab- 
bie  Frank  Smith,  Miss  Kate  DafRn,  Miss 
Bernie  John  and  Miss  Evelyn  Gardner. 
This  is  but  a  partial  list,  but  will  show 
tnat  plans  are  being  m^ade  for  a  cordial 
welcome  and  the  slncerest  liospitality  to 
:he  Sunshiners.  Drives,  trips  on  the  river, 
seeing  the  sights  of  Houston,  garden  par- 
ties, &c.,  are  already  being  arranged.  Mrs. 
Patrick,  of  No.  812  Travis  street,  Houston, 
Texas,  vrill  be  glad  to  hear  from  Sunshine 
workers  who  are  about  to  visit  Houston,  so 
that  she  may  have  their  hostesses  ap- 
pointed, and  then  full  instructions  wUl  be 
given  to  each  guest.  The  Automobile  Club 
has  offered  to  take  the  ladies  out  riding. 

A  good  hoime  is  asked  ifor  an  orphan 
boy  twelve  years  old,  ;wlJh  tio  one  to  care 
for  him  but  a  young  and  delicate  oLster. 
All  in'formatlon  rejarJing  him  imay  .be  (had 
from  Mrs.  E.  E.  Hancock,  'No.  27  gipencer 
place,  Brooklyn,  wiho  islacquain'ted  -wdtii 
the  particulars  of  the  case. 

Blind  'baibics  have  in  prosipect  for  the 
coiming  summer  the  use  of  the  ibeautiful 
fresh  air  home  at  IBridgeport,  Conn.  Sun- 
shine ^vorkers  are  aQ  delighted  and  look 
eagerlv  ;forvvard  ta  the  change.  The  hoane 
at  Dyker  Heights,  Brooklyn,  can  tihen  be 
put  in  pertfect  condition  for  the  iwinter 
while  tfie  children  are  enjoying  their  sum- 
mer outing.  A  check  for  $3  has  come  to 
,  headquarters  for  the  Blind  Baibies'  Home 
^from  Mrs.  H.  L.  Smith,  of  Elmhurst,  L.   I. 
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t  Bills  signed  Ijy  the  Goremor, 

2-— Go  TT-  :-hes  has 
ring  bi]le 
bor  Saxe's,  amending  tne  greater  .Niew 
York  Charter  to  permit  personal  property 
aBsessments  to  be  reduced  to  correct  clerical 
errors. 

Senator   Foclk«r'i?,    providiijs:   for   an   ap- 
propriation of  itto the  International  Sunshine 


branch  for  theJjlind  for  the 'support  of  each 

needy  child  cWWBI^d  to  it.  the  aggregate^ 

appropriation  not  to  exceed  $15,000  oer  annuni^ 


J(,  \i.    'hcTd.tcL,   Brjo/itcin.   tcJLirio, 
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Sunshine  Planning  Surprise  Party 
(\'^        j/^or  Home  for  Blind  V/omen 

Blind  Babies  Are  Not  Beings  Forgotten  and  Free  Bed  Fund  Is 

Steadily  Climbing  Toward  Amount  Needed — Easter  Sale 

To  Be  Held  at  D^v  sion  Headquarters  on  Saturday. 


HOPE  (Branch  of  the  International 
Sunshine  Society  is  planning  to 
give  a  surprise  party  this  month 
at  the  Home  for  iBlind  AVomfn,  in 
Washinston  avenue.  Mra.  K.  L. 
Mille,*  and  Mrs.  Florence  Gear 
will  act  as  a  Refres'hment  Com- 
mittee. All  members  will  act  as  an  Enter- 
tainment Committee.  To  perfect  details 
there  will  be  a  meeting  lApril  10  at  No.  431 
Paciific  street,  the  home  of  Mrs.  Emma  J. 
"Wilson. 

At  an  entertainment  recently  given 
un'fler  the  patronage  of  Mrs.  I^ydia  Bonner, 
■Mrs.  •Charles  Webster,  Mrs.  Edgar  Blan- , 
thorne,  Mrs.  'George  Willard,  Mrs.  Isaac 
Franklin  Russell,  Miss  Coralie  Choate  and 
Miss  Nellie  Choate  ifor  the  benefit  of  the 
Blind  Babies'  Home,  $44  was  realized. 

Infant  department  of  the  Jamaica  Bap- 
tist Church  recently  contributed  $7.10  to 
help  the  blind  bafoies.  Thi's  was  brought  t6 
headquarters  by  MJrs.  Charles  Hicks,  the 
superintendent,  who  says  the  members  of 
the  infant  department  are  all  eager  to  help 
the  "babies  that  cannot  see." 

Recent  contributions,  for  which  Sun- 
shine is  very  grateful,  are  $3  for  the  Blind 
Babies'  Home  from  Mr.?.  H.  L.  Smith,  of 
Elmhurst,  L.  I.;  $3  for  the  same  cause 
from  "H.  F.,"  and  a  contribution  for  the 
free  bed  fund  from  Miss  Perlia  Knapp. 

The  Blind  Babies'  April  at  home  will 
be  in  charge  of  Mrs.  E.  C.  Burgess  and 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Snedeker,  president  and  vice 
president  of  Cameo  Branch,  and  will  be  a 
linen  shower.  Usually  every  one  who  at- 
tends these  at  ;homes  is  asked  to  bring 
a  pound  of  something  good  to  eat,  but 
these  faithful  Sunshine  workers  are  plan- 
ning to  stock  the  linen  closet  at  the  home. 
These  at  homes  are  arranged  by  the  En- 
tertainment Committee  ci  the  International 
Sunshine  Branch  for  the  Blind,  of  which 
]^lrs.  iNellie  E.  C.  Purman  is  chairman. 
This  committee  has  planned  for  the  "at 
homes"  until  July,  promising  some  novelty 


I  for  each  month  and  having  different 
I  hostesses  for  each  occasion.  From  .the  first 
I  of  July  this  portion  of  the  work  for  the 
'blind  babies  will  be  under  the  immediate 
'charge  of  the  Hospitality  Com.mittee,  of 
which  Mrs.  Eben  P.  'Morfcrd  is  chairman. 
!  JVI'rs.  'Morf ord  has  served  two  years  on  the 
Entertainment  Committee  ana  la  familiar 
with  the  work  that  has  been  intrusted  to 
her  care.  Associated  with  her  on  the  Hos- 
pitality Commiittee  are  members  from 
Brooklyn  Branch  No.  5,  each  of  whom  ha» 
for  s-ome  time  been  deeply  interested  in  t.he 
work  for  the  blind  children.  Branch  No.  5 
has  reason  to  be  justly  proud  o'f  its  niem- 
bers  who  form  this  committee  and  keep 
the  branch  so  well  represented  in  this  Sun- 
shin©  work.  Mrs.  James  Preater,  Mrs.  E. 
P.  Cam.pbell,  Mrs.  James  Ebbets  and  Mrs. 
Louis  B.  Campbell  are  Mrs.  Morford's  as- 
sociates. 

April  meeting  of  the  Advisory  Board  of 
jthe    Southern    Division,   iNew   York    State, 
j  will  be  held  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  BlDen  P. 
jMorford,  No.  314a  Monroe  street,  on  Mon- 
day,   April    13,    at    two    o'clock.      At    this 
meeting  definite    plana    will    be    made   for 
ma'king  the   report   of  the  division  to   the 
International  Society  and   for  representa- 
tion at  the  annual  con\'ention  to  be  held 
in  Houston,  Texas,  on  May  21,  22  and  23. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  International 

Sunshine    Branch    for    the    Blind    will    ho 

held  on  Saturday  afternoon,  April  18,  1908, 

jat  the  Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies,  at 

two  o'clock.    Reports  of  officers,  all  com- 

1  mittees  and  special  workers  must  be  made 

I  at   this   niee.ting.     Members  of   committees 

I  and   of   the    Board    of    Managers    are   ex- 

jpected  to  be  present.    Tea  will  be  served 

at  the  close  of  the  meeting. 

D-lvision  headquarters  Is  making  prepa- 
rations for  the  Sunshine  Eas'ter  sale  that 
Will  be  heil-d  there  on  next  Saturday  after- 
noon, April  11,  from  two  until  nine  o'clock. 
Mi(s,s  Dina  Hunter,  one  of  the  Brooklyn 
shut-ins;  Miss  Laura  Carr,  a  Sunshine 
invalid,  of  Huntington,  L.  I.,  and  Mrs.  C. 
T.  Hudison,  who  is  president  of  the  l-airg- 
est  Sunshine  Free  Bed  Auxiiliary,  have 
all  l>een  busy  making  pretty  things  for 
the  sale.  From  each  of  these  good  friends ; 
packages  containing  many  specinnens  of  I 
their  'handiiwork  have  come  in  and.  will 
add   greatly  to  -lae  attractiveness  of  the 


Sunshine  Rest  Home  and  Sanitarium 
last  week  received  a  very  pleasant  greet- 
ing from  the  Women's  Bible  Class  of  the 
Central  Presbyterian  Church  of  Brooklyn. 
These  good  women  have  manifested  thelx 
interes't  in  Sunshine  before.  Their  latest 
greeting  came  in  the  form  of  a  check  for 
$10  for  the  Sunshine  Rest  Home.  The 
con'tribution  was  p-:aced  In  the  Sunshine 
Free  Bed  Fund. 

The  annual  meeting  of  Brooklyn  Branch 
No.  5  was  held  at  :the  home  of  Mrs.  Fred 
Thompson,  No.  131  Ho-oper  street,  on 
Wednesday  afternoon.  Members  were  eo 
well    pleased    with    thedr    present    officers 


.k.}:^.  Jfe^rAJcL,    hrooKi^r^  EdiXioy^^. 


Bill  to  Provide  Funds 
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for  Blind  Babies  in 
Sunshine  Home  Now  a  Law 


fiavlmor  ana  Mayor  Sig:n  Foelker, 
Measure  Allowing  City  to  Make 
,  Annual  Appropriation. 


S'FTER   many   monUig    of    anxious 
waiting  and  hoping  word  has  been 
received  at  the  'Sunshine  Home  for 
Blind    Babies    tliat   the    bill    Intro- 
duced by  Senator  Otto  G.  Poelker. 
lO'!;    Brooklyn,    authorizing    an    an-; 
nual    appro'priation    for    the    blind 
babies  has  not  only  passed  the  Legislature 
'but  has  been  signed  by  the  Mayor  and  the 
Governor. 

Bv  the  terms  of  this  bill  New  York  city 
is  vested  with  the  right  to  appropriate  "to 
the  'International  Suns/hine  Branch  for  the 
Blind  the  sum  of  $1  a  day  for  the  support, 
care  and  instruction  of  each  needy  child 
between  the  ages  of  one  and  eight  years 
that  shall  be  received,  intrusted  or  com- 
mitted to  the  said  International  Sunshine 
Branch  for  the  Blind,  and  the  number  of 
children  so  received,  intrusted  or  com- 
mitted shall  be  ascertained  by  the  exami- 
nation and  testimony  under  oath  of  the 
nrosident  or  secretary  of  said  International 
Sunshine  Branch  ifor^  the  Blind;  such  pay- 
ments not  to  exceed  In  the  aggregate 
$15,000  a  year." 

Next  step  will  be  to  get  the  city  to  grant 
the  aDDrooriation.  but  as  application  can- 
not be  hiade  for  it  before  the  first  of  next 
year  and  even  bhen  the  city  may  not  see 
:flt  to  include  the  Blind  Childre-i't  Home  in 
the  budget.  It  will  still  be  many  months 
before  they  can  profit  by  the  passing  of  th-e 
till. 

"Still,"  says  Mrs.  Alden,  founder  o'f  the 
Sunshine  Society  and  the  work  for  the 
blind  chdldren,  "we  have  faith  to  believe 
that  we  will  ultimately  get  our  appropria- 
tion, and  are  rejoicing  m  the  thought  that 
when  we  do  we  shall  be  able  to  enlarge 
our  work  and  take  in  the  nnany  sightless 
little  ones  who  have  made  our  hearts  ache 
because  w^e  had  neither  the  room  nor  the 
means  to  care  for  them. 


"When  the  bill  came  before  the  Cities) 
Committee  it  was  amended  to  provide  six- 
ty cents  a  day,  but  when  it  became  im- 
derstood  that  this  amount  would  not  cov^er 
the  actual  expense  of  the  care  and  in-| 
struction  provided  for  the  children,  who 
need  gxe^ier  care  and  a  far  greater  num- 
ber of  attendants  than  seeing  children,  It 
was  amended  in  the  Senate  so  as  to  grant 
the  dollar  a  day  as  the  bill  originally  pro- 
vided. After  Senator  Foelker  introduced 
the  bill  and  it  reached  the  Senate  Assem- 
'"blvman  Edmund  G.  Terry,  of  Brooklyn, 
introduced  a  similar  bill  before  the  Assem- 
bly to  prevent  delay  In  Its  passage. 


^zm^jiiNE  Honn  rojp  buiw  babusk^ 


"To  these  two  faithful  friends  Sunshine 
■and  the  blind  babies  are  deeply  indebted, 
and  it  is  due  to  their  earnest  efforts  and 
their  interest  in  the  work  Sunshine  Is  do- 
ing that  the  bill  received  such  hearty  sup- 
port at  Albany.  Another  whose  personal 
help  and  interest  have  endeared  him  to  the 
Sunshine  Society  Is  Secretary  of  State 
John  S.  Whalen.  He  has  visited  the  Sun- 
shine Home  for  Blind  Babies  many  times 
and  is  intensely  interested  dn  the  develop- 
ment of  the  children. 

"He  understands  what  this  development 
means  and  how  difficult  It  is  for  us  to 
transform  into  strong,  healthy  li'ttle 
frames  these  bodies.  Because  the  children 
could  (not  isee,  their  mothers  did  not 
realize  that  they  needed  the  outdoor  air  J 
and  sunlight  just  as  much  as  seeing  chil- 
dren, and  they  were  kept  Indoors  in  dark, 
ill  ventilated  rooms.  Also  how  difficult 
it  1-s  to  awaken  the  first  gleam  of  intel- 
ligence in  the  little  darkened  minds.  When 
we  find  a  child  that  has  been  like  a  block 
oitwood  for  seven  or  eight  months,  despite 
I  lie  efforts  of  Mrs.  Tregear,  at  last  waking 
up   and   beginning  to   take    no'tlce   of   the 


other   children,    tnen    we   are    nappy,    amtl  ^ 
when  he  begins  to  quarrel  with  his  play-j 
mates  we  rejoice  indeed,  for  we  know  he 
is  at  last  human  and  it  will  not  be  long 
before  we  can  make  a  healthy,  happy  lit- 
tle being  of  him." 

I-n  Plymoutli  Church  to-morrow  evienlng. 
Lieutenant  Edward  O'Flaherty,  soldier 
and  lecturer,  is  to  give  an  illustrated  lec- 
ture on  the  new  Philippines  for  the  benefit! 
of  the  Blind  Babies'  Home,  Eighty -fourth  I 
street,  DJ^ter  Heights.  He  is  interesti/ig! 
both  personally  and  as  a  speaker.  He  h.as 
had  many  exciting  experiences  In  the  I 
Philippineis,  where  he  was  a  soldier.  The] 
lecture  promises  to  be  exceedingly  enter- 
taining. 

Sunshine  (Headquarters  far  the  Southern  I 
,qi,^-;^M-or,     x>-"-    v-^"!--    cifpfo     v^c.    ♦^f^    ^/»v,f-»: 
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of  good  cheer  on  .Saturday,  when  the  Ad- 
visory Board  of  the  division  held  an  Eas-| 
ter  sale  of  home  made  cakes  and  fancy  i 
articles  for  the  benetfit  of  the  general  work 
of  t'he  division.  During  the  afternoon  and 
evening  the  parlors  were  well  filled  withj 
purc'hasers,  who  were  attra>cte.d  by  the; 
very  tempting  cakes  and  the  many  pretty- 
things  that  were  appropriate  as  Easter 
gifts  for   friends. 

Among  the  guests  of  the  day  was  Mrs. 
William  De  Nyse,  who  not  only  patronized 
tile  sale,  but  left  a  check  for  .?l'0  for  the 
blind  babies  and  a  ten  dollar  check  for  the 
emergency  fund.  Full  returns  from  the 
sale  have  not  yet  reached  the  treasurer, 
but  more  than  $40  is  now  in  her  hands. 
The  Advisory  Board  takes  this  opportunity 
to  express  thanks  to  the  many  friends  who 
contributed  to  the  sale  by  sending  contrl- 
;butions  for  U-ie_^ables  and  by  being  such 
good  purchasers. 


BrnoklNu  -iSianch  No.  5  will  be  enter- 
tained on  Wednesdaj^  evening,  April  22,  at 
the  home  of  Mrs.  George  L.  Burr,  No.  151 
Taylor  stre:'fe.t.  Mrs.  Burr  has  been  plan- 
ning some  novel  features  to  entertain  the 
branch  and  hopes  every  member  will  be 
sure  to  be  on  hand'  to  enjoy  the  festivities 
ct  the  evening. 

Branch  No.  5  will  give  a  sunshine  euchre 

at  the  Marietta  Mansion,  Gates  and  Bush- 

;  wick  avenues,  Brooklyn,  on  April  27.    Mrs. 

James  Ebbets,  Mrs.  Harriet  Henkins,  Mrs. 

G.  L.   French,   Mrs.  George  L.  Burr,  with 

the  presidfe'nt,  Mrs.  Joseph  Poole,  form  the 

committee  in  charge.    They  are  planning  a 

Bocial    and    enjoj'able    evening    for    their 

friends.    Prizes  for  non-players  as  well  as 

for  those  who  take  part  in  the  garhes  are 

being    provided.     Tickets     at     twenty-five 

cents  each  are  in  the  hands  of  members  of 

I  the  branch  or  may  be  obtained  frdm  Mrs. 

!  Poole  at  her  home.  No.  19a  Louis  place. 

[    Hope  Sunshine  Branch  will  give  a  sun- 

*  shine    surprise   party    to   the   members    of 

the   Blind    Home   for   Women,    at   No.   550 

Washington  avenue,  on  Thursday  evening, 

April  23.     An  interesting  programme,  with. 

music,  games  and  other  amu.sing  features, 

has  been  prepared.    It  is  expected  that  the 

blind  women  w^  ha.ve  a  gala  time.     Miss 

E.   J.   Wilson,    ^fcesident  of  Hope  branch, 

is  in  charge  of  the  arrangements.  . 
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FOR  BI.INP  BABIES  HOME. 

A  pr'ze  whttrr-'toV  the  benefit  of  th-) 
Hebrew  Ladies  Auxiliary  and  the  Blind 
Babies  Home  was  given  yegterday  after- 
noon by  Mrs,.  M.  Quitmaj^  treasurer  of 
the  Ladies  ,'ri«ibrew  I .Ad||jc«lary,  at  the 
Utrecht  League  \prb^|ViB?ns on  avenue  and 
Bay  Twnty-sevanth  street.  The  women 
instrumental,  in  fbakino;  the  affair  a  suc- 
cess have  beAn  workng  for  weeks  in  be- 
Ijalf  of  the  eV^nt  and  their  efforts  wore 
rewarded  by  tht  mtroniiee  of  nearly  20(J 
guests.  Seventy-five  prizes  were  given, 
the  flrst  pr>,e  win-'tpr  be'nq;  Mr=i.  Washoiir 
of  Bath  Beaoh.  The  booby  went  lo  Mr. 
Mar.\.  Great  credit  is  due  to  the  assist- 
ance ren.iered  by  t)-e  fo'lDwing:  >'r.^.  R. 
Gams.  Mrs.  B.  Erdman.  Mrs.  Kellmin, 
Mrs.  F.  Hynrtan,  Mm.  L^wenthal  and  Miss 
Tcssie   Kcssel.  — 
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ALITTL.E  mother  not  yet  thi-ef! 
years  old  who .  has  assumed  hor 
maternal  cares  over  children,  2, 
8.  4,  even  5  years  older  than  herself  is 
a  quaint  and  appealingr  sigrht.  Over  in 
Dyker  Heights  there  is  a  charity  which 
appeals  very  much  to  human  feelings-  -a 
home  for  blind  babies. 

In  a  big,  pleasant  house  on  Eighty- 
fourth  street,  its  broad  verandas  inclosed 
with  glass  to  make  a  safe  and  sunny 
winter  playroom,  live  a  score  cr  more 
of  blind  children,  all  under  8  years  of 
age,  and  some  very  young.  These  children 
play  in  the  sand  heaps  and  run  in  the 
yard  almost  like  seeing  children.  Their 
rocking  horses  and  other  toys  are  strewn 
on  porch  and  playground,  and  at  the 
long,  low  kindergarten  tables  they  sit  bus- 
Jly  working  in  the  most  natural  manner] 
In  the  world. 

Nevertheless  they  have  their  limitaticfns, 
defined  and  perilous  to  pass.  One  of  them 
is  going  up  and  down  stairs  alone;  an^ 
other  is  getting  out  into  the  street,  where, 
they  might  be  in  danger  of  passing  teams.. 
To  watch  and  guard  the  little  blind  folk 
is  on  the  mind  of  every  sighted,  person 
about.  There  is  not  a  maid  in  the  house 
who  has  not  imbibed  the  kindly,  pro- 
tecting atmosphere  of  the  place. 

Little  Anna  Maguli,  the  child  of  the 
Hungarian  laundress,  took  it  up  of  her 
own  accord.  Anna,  who  is  rosy-cheeked, 
blue  eyed  and  flaxen  haired .  as  the  most 
approved  wax  doll,  cannot  yet  talk  plain- 
ly, yet  without  Instruction  or  ad\ice  from 
any  one  she  began  to  lead  the  blina  chil- 
dren up  and  down  the  stairs,  and  about 
the  house  and  playground.  The  chi'd 
seems,  without  telling,  to  understand  to 
the  full  the  calamity  under  which  the 
others  suffer.  She_  even  •  realizes  that 
John  is  different  from  the  rest. 

John,  one  of  the  largest  children  in  the  ' 
home,    ia    feebleminded   as    well   as   blind. 
One  day  a  xesident   of   the  neighborhood 
saw  one  of  the  children  in  the  street  be- 
fore  the  home  acting  very  queerly.     She 
took  him  by  the  hand  to  lead  him  home, 
and   immediately  discovered  that   he   was 
feebleminded.*    Little  Anna,   happening   to 
come  out  on   the  porch   at  that  moment, 
saw  that  John  had  run  away  and  began  to  : 
call  to  the  lady  in  great  excitement.    The ' 
stranger  could  not  understand  a  word  of 
Anna's    language,     but    nevertheless    the 
child  made  her  wishes  perfectly  apparent. 
John    was    in    danger;    John    was    to    be 
brought  m  out  of  the  street,  and  the  lady  ' 
must    bring   him.     It    is    an    unusual    and! 
beautiful   thing   to   see    the    maternal    in- | 
sunct  showing  Itself  so  plainly  in  so  young 
a  child.    Sometimes  she  can  be  seen  going  i 


about  the  house  with  her  eyes  closed.  She 
has  seen  the  blind  children  do  it,  and  is 
trying  how  it'seems. 

Little  Anna's  maternal  care  of  children 
older  and  larger  than  herself  is  significant 
of  the  spirit  of  the  place..  A  few  of  these 
children  have  parents  who  pay  something 
for  their  board;  but  most  of  them  are  in- 
digent, and  some  have  been  committed  by 
the  city.  Among  the  latter  was  Annie 
Washeour,  who  was  taken  from  the  feeble- 
?nlnded  ward  at  Randall's  Island,  to 
which  some  physician  must  have  com- 
mitted her.  Annie  was  no  more  feeble- 
minded than  any  normal  child.  Instead, 
she  had  an  exceptionally  bright  mind.  But 
Bhe  had  been  left  to  sit  alone  in  a  corner 
all  her  life.  She  could  not  play  or  work, 
no  one  had  ever  taught  her  anything,  and 
her  mind  never  had  developed.  Doubtless 
in  time  she  really  would  have  become 
feeble-minded.  Two  years  at  the  home, 
with  kindergarten  training  and  constant 
loving  effort  to  develop  her  mentality, 
changed  all  that.  To-day  at  the  State 
School  for  the  Blind,  at  Thirtieth  street 
and  Ninth  avenue,  where  all  the  children 
from  the  home  go  when  they  are  8  years 
old,  she  can  read  Ziegler's  Magazine  for 
the  Blind,  which  is  published  for  adults, 
pronouncing  such  hard  words  as  "inaugu- 
rated" with  perfect  correctness  and  com- 
prehension of  their  meaning.  This  is  the 
child  who  had  been  consigned  to  a  ward 
for  the  feebleminded  by  the  city. 

But  even  when  coming  from  their  own 
homes  children  often  present  an  appear- 
ance of  feeblemindedness,  and  laymen 
might  be  excused  for  thinking  them  so. 
There  was  Annie  Bernstein,  for  instance, 
who  oame  to  the  home  a  year  ago  last 
October,  at  the  age  of  4  years.  She  sat 
quietly  all  the  time  in  a  chair  with  her 
head  leaned  against  the  back,  scarcely 
raising  it  and  scarcely  answering  when 
she  was  spoken  toj  Her  little  hands  were 
quite  dreadful  to  touch.  Never  used  since 
she  was  born,  they  seemed  to  contain 
neither  muscles  nor  bones,  but.  to  be  only 
little  bits  of  flabby  skin.  Her  mind  never 
had  developed;  she  knew  almost  nothing. 
She  had  no  power  to  keen  her  thoughts 
concentrated  on  anything.  They  would 
wander  away  into  blankness  and  silence 
in  the  midst  of  the  little  kindergarten 
games  and  occupations  in  which  the  teach- 
er tried  to  interest  her.  In  a  poverty- 
stricken  tenement  home  she  had  sat  in  a 
corner  all  her  life.  She  was  treated  kind- 
ly, but  It  never  occurred  to  any  on^  that 
she  could  amount  to  anything.  She  was 
blind,  simply  an  aflfliction  to  be  endured. 

This  child,  now  6  years  old,  came  down  i 
and   "submitted  to   an  interview."     First, ' 


in  a  most  appealing  little  voice,  she  sang 
One  of  the  sweet  little  kindergarten  songs. 
Sing,  little  pigeon, 
Coo,  coo,  coo. 

"Clap  your  hands,  please,"  she  demand- 
ed on  finishing. 

There  was  a  reception  to  friends  and 
patrons  at  the  home  not  iong  ago,  and 
Annie  wa3  the  Melba  of  tlie  occasion.  The 
audience  clapped  and  clapped  again,  and 
the  applause  pleased  her  so  much  that  she 
demands  it  now  whenever  she  sings.  The 
int'i;rviewer  felt  like  clapping  hands  as 
much  for  Miss  Tessier,  the  kindergarten 
instructor,  as  fcr  Annie.  There  is  a  great 
difference  between  the  mind  able  to  learn 
a  song,  words  and  music,  from  beginning 
to  end  and  the  same  mind  almost  unable 
to  answer  a  question  two  years  before. 


Annie  went  on  with .  the  conversation. 
"I  went  to  walk  with  Miss  Tessier  said 
j  she.  "We  went  to  the  waiting  car."  The 
waiting  car  is  an  old  car  left  beside  the 
I  trolley  line  as  a  waiting  room.  "We  played 
;  conductor  and  motorman,"  Avent  on  Annie. 
'  "Oh,   it  was  such  fun!" 

"And  what  else  did  you  see,  Annie?" 
"We  saw  beds  of  1  achelors'  buLtons,  and 
beds  of  pansies." 
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''Did  you  pick  ani?"  — 

"No,    but   ^ve    touclied   them    very    care- 
fully, and  I  sang  a  song  to  them. 
"Open  jour  o.res.  my  pansips. 
Open  your  eyes  to  me," 
sang  Annie  softly. 
"Wo  saw  birdies  flying."  she  went  on. 
"H('W  did  you  know  they  'were  birds,  An- 
nie?" 

"1  lieaid  tliem  saying  wee,  wee,  wee," 
said  Annie,  cheeping  like  a  bird.  "^We 
heard  roosters,  too.  They  did  so."  Annie 
junjped  urj  aijd  down,  flung  hsr  arms  in 
the  ail"'  and  crowed,  and  then  burst  out 
laughing.  "Oh,  what  a  funny  rooster," 
she  cried. 

"•I'm  going  to  make  the  waiting  car," 
s'le  continued. 

"Make  the  waiting  car?  How?"  said  the 
bewildered  interviewer. 

'  "Why.    in    the    clay,"    said   Annie.     The 
child   whose  hands   were  almost  withered 
from    non-use  nowr   talks   about   modeling 
the  waiting  car  in  clay. 
"What  else  did  you  see,  Annie?" 
"We  saw  a  man  surveying  the  ground, 
and  v.-e  saw  the  library." 
"WTiat  Is  a  library?" 

"A  place  to  keep  books,"  said  Annie,  as 
if  ratlier  surprised  at  such  a  simple  ques- 
tion.   Then  she  began  to  whistle  a  funny 
ilttle  whistle, 
"'What's  that,  Annie?"  1 

"Tiie  peanut  man,  roasting,"  said  Annie. 
The  world  had  become  a  live  place  to  her, 
full  of  the  most  interesting  things. 

"I  can  speak  the  Deutsch  to  my  moth- 
er," continued  Annie.  "Lady,  sprechen  S:e 
Deutsch?" 
"Kelne  Deutsch,"  replied  the  lady. 
This  struck  Annie  as  funny.  "Oh,  my 
goodness.  Oh,  oh,  oh,  my  goodness!"  she 
laughed  till  she  cri«d. 

Such  a  merry,  winsome  little  witoh  as 
this  is  a  marvelous  illustration  of  the 
transformation  which  can  be  wrought  by 
intelligent  care,  and  also  of  the  happiness 
which  the  blind  can  enjoy  when  their 
minds  are  developed.  These  children  al- 
,  ways  speak  of  "seeing"  things,  just  like 
any  one  else,  and  they  want  to  "see"  1 
everything.  The  grownups  were  talking 
about  the  moon.  "Oh,  let  me  see  it,"  cried 
little  Rachel,  and  raised  her  hands  to 
touch  it.  AVhen  they  call  their  teacher  to 
see  anything  they  take  her  hand  to  make 
her  touch  the  object  as  they  do.  They 
seem  singularly  ahye  to  the  beautiful  In 
nature.  "What  beautiful  grass,"  said 
little  Rachel,  out  for  a  walk.  Told  to  stop 
and  listen  to  the  robin's  song,  they  lis- 
tened, and  then  all  broke  out  In  the  kin- 
dergarten song,  "Oh,  Robin,  Robin  Red- 
'eafet." 
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Rachel,    ona    of    the    y<ning«r    children,  I 
makes   wonderful  things   with  her  hands.  | 
Indeed,  the  weaving  in  colors  of  mats  with  j 
geometrical   designs,    the   basket   woyk   in  i 
colors,  the  clay  modeled  into  little  figures, 
whose    perfection    they    can   tell    only    by 
the   sense  of  touch,    are  quite  wonderful. 
Willie,  who  is  7,  told  -how  to  make  a  flsh 
of  clay.    "You  jLSt  make  a  cylinder,"  said 
he;  "then  you  press  it  a  little  flat  for  the 
'head  and  a  little  flat  for  the  fins,  and  then 
a  little  flatter  and  wider  for  the  tall."    At 
6   years    of    age   Willie    could   read   little 
stories  like  those  in  the  first  reader. 

Yet  the  'bMnd  have  no  special  sense  j 
which  compensates  ^oi  their  blindness,  aa  j 
some  peoT^le  think.  It  ta3c«e  a  gxe&t  deal 
more  time  and  patience  to  teach  them 
these  things  than  to  teach  the  eame  to  see- 
ing children.  For  Instance,  one  o<  the  first 
I  gifts  in  the  kindergarten  Is  a  box  oontfiln- 
ing  e.lght  litUe  cubic  blocks.  The  childiren 
are  taugOit  to  turn  this  box  Upside  down, 
slide  out  the  cover,  lift  off  the  box  and 
leave  the  pile  of  block  standing  without 
tumbling  them  down.  It  was  a  year  be- 
fore Robert,  who  came  to  the  home  when 
he  was  6.  could  perform  this  simple  opera- 
tion   without    tumlbljng    dow^n    the   blocks. 


Most   of   these    children   when  thej--   enter 
are  practically   as   helpless,   mentally   and 
phys-lcaUy,  as  infants  In  arms,  and    owing 
I  to  the   sedentary  life  they  have  'been  left 
I  to  lead  they  are  pale  and  unhealthy.    To 
'  see   them  playing  wildly  alxmt  thd  yard, 
brown  as  berries,  rosy,  healthy  and  happy, 
the    object    of    maternal    solicitude    from 
even    the    three-year-old   Anna,    gives   one 
an   Idea  of   the  mass  of  human   suffering  ' 
that  has  been  relieved  in  this  one  institu-  , 
tion.     The   home  is   conducted  by  the  In- 
ternational Sunshine  Society  and  support- 
ed by  voluntary  contributions. 
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fouftt)  innual  Meetiog  of 
Sunstiioe  Home  Fof  Blind. 


"  anjmal    meeting    of    the    Interna- 

tiipiiai  iuc^l^ine  Branch  for  the  Blind  was 
ll^ld  at  fhe  f'unshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies, 
^^ker  Heig-hts,  Brookbn,  on  Saturday  after- 
noon last.  The  nwreting-  v/as  called  to  order 
i>y  the  president  at  3  o'clock. 
I  The  annual  report  of  the  recording  secre- 
',tary  giving  the  history  of  the  work  at  the 
Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies  during  the 
year,  the  raising  of  the  first  mortgage  and 
the  improvements  at  the  Home,  showed  what 
great  tbings  have  been  accomplished  through 
the  help  of  gcod  friends  in  the  past  twelve 
months. 

The  annual  report  of  the  president  outlined 
the  wOTk  of  the  International  Sunshine 
Branch    for    the    Blind. 


The  treasurer,  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westovcr  Al- 
den.  reported  that  the  Mellm  Fund  of  $500 
is  still  in  The  bank,  also  a  reserve  fund  of 
$700.  A  fund  of  $S36.42  toward  the  second 
mortgage,  due  in  October,  1911,  is  also  bank- 
ed. In  case  of  illness  among  the  blind 
babies  of  suicli  a  nature  that  they  could  not 
be  cared  for  at  the  Sunshine  Sanitarium, 
there  is  a  fund  of  $2,636.25  held  in  reserve  for 
such  emergencies  and  an  endowment  of  over 
$1,100  toward  a  free  bed  for  the  blind  babies 
al     the     Sunsiilne     Sanitarium. 

The  total  amount  received  up  to  April  1st, 
1908,  is  $6,290.73.  The  (jstimated  value  of  the 
real     estate     is     $18,747.33. 

We  have  a  working  fund  of  $1,236  and  al- 
most $600  house  money  in  the  bank,  and  all 
bi.ls    paid. 

The  treasurer's  books  were  audited  by  the 
Sriecialty  Audit  Company  of  New  York  City. 
It  was  found  that  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures wcro  correctly  entered  and  accounts 
adjusted     rightly. 

Mrs.  Cynthia  M.  Tregear,  honorary  presi- 
dent and  superintendent  of  the  Sunshine 
Home  for  Blind  Babies,  gave  a  very  inter- 
esting report,  telling  something  of  most  of 
the  children  at  the  Home,  and  as  she  spoke 
of  them  each  child  a-ppeared  as  a  living 
illustration  of  the  beautiful  work  that  Is  be- 
ing acfomplished  at  the  Home  under  her 
supervision. 

'iiiis  sunshine  family  consists  of  twenty- 
three  children,  a  baby  only  four  weeks  old 
having  been  entered  just  prior  to  the  meet- 
ing. The  baby  came  from  the  Kye  and  Ear 
Infirmary  and  was  committed  by  the  city 
to    the    Sunshine   Home   for   Blind    Babies. 

Sunshine  has  been  very  good  to  the  blind 
babies  through  it  many  friends,  and  the 
"Sunshine  Mothers"  wbo  have  taken  special 
interest  in  >..ime  particular  ciiild.  A  helpless 
invalid  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  is  sending  her 
"nnites"     to    the    support    of    little    John. 

The  reports  of  all  the  officers,  in  full,  ap- 
pear in  the  new  blind  babies'  year  book 
just  issued,  .ind  it  will  be  sent  on  receipt  of 
a  dime,  to  any  one  desiring  to  have  a  copy. 
The  dime  covers  cost  of  mailing.  The  books 
are   not    for   sale. 

In  the  absence  of  Mrs.  Benjamin  Perkins, 
chairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Commit- 
tee, Mrs.  Alden  gave  a  verbal  report.  Mrs. 
Perkins  has  appointed  fourteen  of  lier 
friends  to  help  her  in  raising  funds  for  the 
house  expenses,  and  although  she  has  only 
been  in  office  three  months,  she  has  turned 
in    about    $1,209. 

The  Rev.  Edwin  C.  Holman.  field  secre- 
tary, reported  his  work  in  raising  money  for 
the  blind  babies.  Mr.  Holman  began  his 
work  in  January  of  the  present  year  and 
has     raised    iS.^4.96. 

The  Property  Committee,  Mrs.  B.  B.  Law- 
rence, chairman,  stated  the  committee  has 
made  an  appeal  for  the  purchase  of  the 
property  adjoining  the  Sunshine  Home  for 
Blind  Babies,  and  as  the  request  had  not 
been  refused,  the  chairman  Is  hopeful  that 
it    will    be    granted. 

The  Hospitality  Committee  reported  througb 
Mrs.  Eben  P.  Morford,  who  told  of  the 
jTionthly  "at  homes"  given  at  the  Home 
during  the  year.  These  monthly  receptions 
have  been  helpful  to  the  Home,  a  pleasure 
to  the  children,  and  a  source  of  enlighten- 
ment to  the  many  friends  wlio  have  attended 
them. 

^  The  Fresh  Air  Committee  reported  ver- 
bally that  it  has  plans  for  plecttant  day  out- 
ings   and    little    excursions    for    the    children. 


Mra.  Henry  B.  Harris,  chairman  of  th6 
Membership  Committee,  sent  word  that  f^he 
has  turned  in  $615.  The  money  was  raised  by 
asking  friends  and  those  interested  in  the 
work    to   contribute  a  stated  amount   annually. 

By  order  of  the  assembly  the  secretary  cast 
a  ballot  which  resulted  in  the  election  of 
Mrs.  Cynthia  M.  Tregear,  honorary  president; 
iMrs.  Theodore  F.  Seward,  president;  Mrs. 
Richard  Mansfield,  vice-president;  Mrs.  Cyn- 
thia Westover  Alden,  treasurer;  Mrs.  Grace 
E.  Hawkins,  corresponding  secretary;  Mrs. 
Nellie  .  E.  C.  Furman,  recording  secretary; 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Ashmead.  Mrs.  John  Alvin 
Young  and   Miss   Beryl   Clark,    directors. 

Mrs.  Royal  W.  Gage  brought  a  box  to  the 
meeting  containing  $6.15,  which  was  the  con- 
tribution of  the  children  at  the  Brooklyn  Or- 
phan Asylum  Society.  A  letter  from  Okla- 
homa contained  $1.50,  which  had  been  collect* 
ed   for    the   blind   babies. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  babies  the  chi 
dren  came  to  entertain  those  present.  Thei 
were  songs  that  had  been  learned  in  tl  ; 
kindergarten,  but  the  nov^l  and  attract!  j 
feature  of  their  program  was  the  dancin  . 
These  sightless  little  folks  danced  with  t:  i 
ease  and  grace  of  seeing  children,  and  seer  - 
ed    to    enjoy    it    quite    as    much. 

Refreshments  were  served  in  the  dinin 
room,  and  everyone  seemed  to  thoroughly  e 
joy  this  annual  gala  day  with  the  blir 
babies. 


TO  m  ClEHBI 
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The  Mind's  Eye"  and  How 
It  Is  Developed. 


Aided  by  the  Sense  of   Touch 

it   Takes   the    Place   of 

Physical  Sight. 


Take   any   of   the   branches  of  the    In- 
ternational   Sunshine    Branches    for    the  ; 
Blind,   and   then  place  i>'u\e  by  side   with  | 
the  blind  children  there  th^  normal  little  i 
ones   of   the    home   and    the    street.      To  | 
the    fllrmer   the    light    and    j;lory    of    the; 
world  are  as  a  blank,   an    nnseeinj;.   un-j| 
seen    blackness   and    darkness    in    a    vast| 
void.      To    the    latter    the    earth    has    am 
the  joyoiiRness  of  the  spring  in  the  new- 
born effulgence  of  nature.     We  who  eee 
imagine    that    nothing    i.s    more    pitiable 
and    altogether  hopeless   than    tlie   blind. 


Wraie^Wi^MtWil?  Wo  know  that  a 
one-armed,  or  a  one-leKSed,  or  a  one- 
eyed  man  is  said  to  havp  the  strength  of 
two  arms  in  his  one,  the  agility  and 
usefulnest',  in  many  ways,  of  two  legs 
in  his  one,  the  keenness  and  sweep  of 
both  eyes  in  his  single  orb.  Such  a  pro- 
cess of  reasoning  leads  us  to  the  natural; 

;  conclusion     that    though     bereft    of    the 

!  wonder  and  beauty  and  splendor  of  sight, 
which  ever,  open-eyed  is  photographing 
all   things  around   and   about  us.   supply- 

ling  new  pleasures  and  manifold  «trange 
impressions,  the  blind  must  have  their 
compensations.  Their  imagination  is 
their  all-seeing  eye.  Witness  the  mor- 
velous  Helen  Keller!  See  the  little 
ones  down  at  the  Blind  Bal)ie«'  Home 
and   Kindegarten,   at  Eighty-sixth   street 

^nd  Thirteenth  avenue,  the  Brooklyn 
branch    of    the    International    Sunshine. 


Blind  Children  Who  Tell  Yon  that 
They  "See  Things," 

Are    those    lilind    toddlers    unhappy    in 
i;heir  kindergarten  stage?     No;   they  seej 
f^nd  know.     Their  imaginations  workingf] 
through   the  trained   intelligence  and   the ! 
ympathetic   sight  of  their  teachers,   see| 
nd  know,  and,  as  they  grow  up,  under-' 
tand.    Then  there  are  the  inmates  of  ihej 
ome    for    the   Blind,    conducted   by   the" 
Church   Charity  Foundation,  at  No.  550 
Washington  avenue.    Seeing  not  tbey  see. 
^They    will    tell    you     so,     unconsciously, 
jfhemselves.     Very  rarely  do  they  say,  "I ' 
jWas  told,"  or,  "It  was  described  to  me."j 
fio:  it  is,  "I  saw,"  "I  have  seen."     Is  iti 
pc'^ause    the    voice    of    heredity    speaks 
Jhrough  their  blood,  that  habit,  absorbed] 
And     formed     by     association     with    the' 
teacehrs  of  sight,  makes  them  speak  as  if 
|he  world   was  not  an  everlasting  night 
of  impenetrable  darkness  to  them?  Who 
j  nows?     But  that  they  see   with    astou-, 
hhing   keenness,   with  masterly  observa-^ 
iion  of  minutiae,  with  all  comprehensive- 
t  ess,  those  associated  with  them  declare, 
vith   all  the  force  of  sincere  conviction. 
See  w  hat  the  seal,  a  pig.  a  rat,  a  duck, 
y  bird,   any   animal,   can  be  taught  to 
.    as   the   circus    testifies.      If   so,    why 
ouldn't    a    human    intelligence,    though 
u^v.l  in  from  the  light,  be  capable  of  per- 
forming  with    intelligent  training  almost, 
y  mental  process.     One  of  the  keenest, 
verest   men   in   a    British   cabinet  was 
nd    Postmaster   General    Fawcett,   and 
nator   Gore,  of  Oklahoma,   blind   from 
ijrhood.  has  shown  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
entatives   and   in   the   Denver   conven- 
what  a  man  so  afflicted  can  do. 


\r\ 


Notwithstanding   this,    a   largo   mimlie 

of  bailies  are  blinded   o\evy  yoar,  as  thi. 

j  admissions  to  the  schoolis  for  t,lio  bliud  iii 

I  IJ)C>7    f(irciV)l.v    dcMUonstrates.       Tlie    por- 

(•fntn;Xo    At  ••TLdnii's<s'r)i"is    of    th(5sG    losing 

;  sight  at  birth  follows: 

I      Illiitid**, ,  20    per    <ont.;    Ohio.    _:.".    ^)(«r 

';cent.:    ^esK-    York    State.    30    per    cent.r 

'  Penns.vlvania    (Ovfirhrook),   33   per   cent.,*^ 

Massachusetts,  4^,  per  cent.    More  than^ 

31  per  lent,  of- the  children  admitted  iutoi 

these    schools    last    year    are    victims    ofj 

this  preventable  scourge,     liast  year  was 

not  an  exce^jtional  one.  for  former  yearsj 

shOAv  even  a  greater  percentage.  • 

The  importance  of  this  snbject  must  n^ 

least  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  thd 

ruirsesv  mid  wives  and  idiysicians. 

Tiie  American  Medical  Association  has 
been  working  on  the  snbject.  and  it  wil^ 
no' doubt  present  a  plan  !<oon  by  whichjj 
the  number  of  children,  needlessly  blind'< 
ed  by  this  disease,  will  be  greatly  reduced(i/ 
A  committee,  reporting  to  the  recent 
meeting  of  the  association  at  Chicagoj 
i-ecommended  that  States  pass  uniforrn 
laws  .jeriuiring  the  Vegistration  of  all 
births,  the  registration  and  licensing  of 
all  persons  engaged  in  mid\\-ifery,  and 
t\v,\t  tubes  containing  a  1  per  cent,  solu- 
tion of  silver  nitrate  be  furnished  free  to 
all  requesting  it,  just  as  antitoxin  is  pro- 
vided now  hy  our  State  Board  of  Health. 
So  important  is  the  matter  regarded  by 
the  committee  that  a  national  congress 
for  its' consideration,  to  meet  in  Wash- 
ington in  1910.  is  proposed. 
It  is  generally   actepted   by   physicians 


that 


,  -.  2  per  cent,  solution  of  silvei 
!  nitrate  is  an  absolute  specific  for  this 
;  disease   and   that   a   1   per  cent,   solutior 

can    be   administered    without  danger  bj 

the  most  untrained  person. 


M.y.    Hp.Ta.LcL.   BroohL^y^tciiUoTi^ 


J-j^pr-uL    Z  5  .      /"fO  ^. 


"BlIMD  BABIES'  FRIEND  GIVES  $5,000, 
,*M0BTG4GE  ON  HOME  TO  BE  BURNED 


Pe/sorT^ib  Wishes  Name  Withheld  Made  Aware  of  Institu- 
tion's Needs  by  Stories  in  the  Herald — Baby  to  Hold  Evi- 
dence of  Debt  While  Secretary  of  State  Applies  Match. 


I    (Members    of   the  International    Sunshine  i 
Society  are   rejoicing:  over   the   announce-! 
ment  made  yesterday  -that  through  public-' 
ity   given   the   needs   of  Ihe   institution   in  . 
the    Heuai-d    a   check   for   $5,000  "has   been 
received  by  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  | 
president  general  of  the  society,  to  pay  the 
second     mortgage     on     the    Blind    Babies' 
Home,    at   E>lghty-fourth   street   and   Thir- 
teenth avenue.   Dyker  Heights.     The  pay- 
ment of  the  mortgage   clears  the  home  of 
debt. 

At  the  headquarters  of  the  Sunshine  So- 
ciety. iNo.  56  Fifth  avenue,  Manhattan,  it 
was  stated  last  night  that  all  arrangements 
for  the  burning  of  the  mortgage  had  been 
completed.  It  will  be  burned  at  the  home 
next  Monday.  John  "Whalen,  'Secretary  of 
iStAte,  will  have  charge  of  the  exercises 
attending  the  burning.  A  blind  baby  will 
hold  the  mortgage  while  Mr.  Whalen  ap- 
plies a  match.  All  city  and  borough  offi- 
cials have  been  invited  to  attend  the  cere- 
mony. 

Much  of  the  credit  for  the  receipt  of  tlie 
debt  gift  is  due  to  the  Ways  and  Means 
Commictee  of  the  home,  composed  of  Mrs. 
Benjamin  Perkins,  chairman;  Mrs.  W.  B. 
Anderson,  Miss  \Dows,  Mrs.  R.  G.  Dun, 
Mrs.  Matthew  C.  Fleming,  Mrs.  Arthur  W. 
Francis,  Mrs.  Lawrence  Greer,  Mrs.  Hov.'- 
ard  Jerome  Hildt.  Mrs.  iBenjamln  B.  Law- 
rence, Mrs.  Russell  Lowell,  Mrs.  Edward 
McTViokar,  Mrs.  Anson  B.  Moran,  Mrs. 
Henry  A.  Mosle,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Nott,  Jr.,  Mrs. 
Albert  Rathbone,  Mrs.  J.  G.  Rogers,  Mrs. 
Gilliat   Schroeder   and  Miss   Tremain. 

Through  the  efforts  of  those  connected 
with  the  ins-titution  U  became  pos.^ible 
during  the  first  week  in  January  last  to 
pay  off  o  first  mortgage  of  $5,000.  During 
the  year  previous  entertainments  had  been 
held,  socials  conducted  in  the  home,  an<J 
the  women  of  the  society  had  received 
numerous  gifts  which  finally  resulted  in 
'the  burning  of  the  mortgage.  Before  sev- 
eral hfundred  guests  a  Wind  baby  held  the 
mortgage  while  a  match  was  placed  to  it, 
and  It  was  burned.  ! 

When  the  rejolt^lng  had  somewhat  sub-j 
sided,  work  upon  paving  off  the  only  re- 
maining debt'  wa.s  begun.  It  was  as  large 
as  the  first,  a  mortage  for  $5,000.  It  was 
to  have  been  paid  in  1911,  giving  the  mem- 
bers of   the  society   three' years   in  -which 


to  obtain  the  funds.  Many  entertainments 
wete  planned,  and  there  was  ^reat  hope 
among:  the  members  that  the  work  should 
result   successfully. 

While  members  of  the  society  had  yet 
definitely  to  arrange  their  plans  for  rais- 
ins the  money  to  pay  off  the  debt,  a  visi- 
tor, attracted  by  reports  printed  In  the 
Herald  of  tiie  babies'  needs,  came  to  the 
home  in  Dyker  Heiglits.  He  was  con- 
ducted through  the  various  rooms  by  sev- 
eral of  the  attendants  and  the  ^vork^being 
done  was  explained  to  liim.  There  were 
twenty-five  Inmates  in  ilie  home  at  the 
time  of  liis  \asit.  two  w«^eks  a°o. 

He  seemed  greatly  interested  in  the  h^ome 
and  its  tiny  inmates  and  dropped  several 
hints  to  the  attendants  and  those  interes-ted 
in  the  home  that  the  institution  might  soon 
benefit  or  be  helped  materially  by  some 
philanthropic  penson. 

After  the  visitor  had  departed  those  In 
charge  of  the  institution  thought  little  of 
his  hints,  until  yesrerdny  word  was  re- 
ceived from  the  president  general  in  Man-, 
hattan  that  an  anonymous  contribution  of 
^.000  had  been  received,  to  be  devoted  to 
the  payment  of  the  final  mortgage  upon 
t.he  home. 

So  persisitent  was  the  contributor  In  hif 
demands  th.at  his  name  he  wJ^hheVl  in  con- 
nection with  the  gift  that  Mrs.  Alden  has 
kept  from  every  one  connected  in  any  way 
witli  the  institution. 

There    are   now   'twenty-five   babies  con- 
fined  in   the  home.     So   extensive   has  the 
work  of  the  home  'become  that  during  tlfe 
last  few  months  fifty  applications  for  ad- 
mission of  babies  to  the  home  have  been 
I  denied.     With    the    pa>i;-nent   of    the    final 
jdebt  upon  the  home  and  the  realization  of 
I  money    from    contributions    and    entertain- 
Iments  that  are  to  be  held  during  the  sum- 
mer  and   next    year,   it   i-?   hoped   that  th^ 
present   small    home    may  be    enlarged    to 
permit  carrying   on    the   work   on   an   en- 
larged scale. 


WIBIES'  HOME 
IfTlE  FfiOM  DEBT 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Inter- 
na/tional  Sunshine  Society,  held  yester- 
day at  the  Hotel  Netherland,  Manhat- 
tan, announcement  was  made  that  the 
Blind  Babies'  Home  on  Dyker  Heii^htSr, 
is  now  free  from  all  debts,  mortgages 
and  encumbrances.  The  deed  of  the 
home,  valued  at  $25,000,  was  turned  over 
to'  the  association,  'together  with  a 
bank  account  of  $8,000.  jVfrs.  Cynthia 
Westovcr  Alden  presided  at  the  meet- 
ing. 

At  the  afternoon  fiessipr)  the  members 
listened  to  an  entertainment  by  the 
blind  babies,  who  sa-ng  and  gave  r^ci-) 
•tations.  Those  present  were  the  guestsj 
of  Mrs.  J.  B.  Greenhart.  I 


yVewJ    !^o-r/t    }f<.r'<a.Lcl  . 
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Money  for  Poor  and  Blind. 

For  the  aid  of  William  Wainwright,  of 
No.  79  Bank  street,  whose  inability  to  get. 
work  to  support  his  family,  owing  to; 
hia    advanced     years,     was     told    in     the 

Herald  October  lo,  $10  was  received  by  the! 
Herald"  yesterday,  $2  of  which  was  from 

!-'Cash  J.,"   $2   trom   V.   P.,   $1   from   R.   E. 

Im.     and     $5     from     "'Braemar."      A     con- 

'tribution  for  the  Blind  Babies'  Fund, 
amounting  to  $3.98.  also  was  received  from; 
little  girls  living  in  West  loSth  street  be-i 
tween  Seventh  and  Eighth  avenues,  whoj 
earned  the  money  by  selling  plnwheels 
they  made.  The  )ittie  workers  u:e  Jennie 
and  Madeline  Winternit/:,  Maj-ian  Levy. 
Florence  and  Dorothy  I.,evi,  Loui.se  Hoth-j 
schild.  Lucille  and  Madeline  Nelson  and 
Harriet  Myers.  / 


iDr-ook  Ltf^x^ 

M.   ^.Citizen. 

-t 

/?0^. 
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BLIND  BABIES  BENEFIT. 


Lecture   on   the   Philippines    to   Be 
Delivered  in  Plymouth 
>.  Ofeurch. 


I>ieiilenanl  Edward  O'Fhiherty.  the 
American  soldier  and  lecturer,  whose 
"hikes"  in'  the  Phiiipi'lnes  diirins:  recent 
ytar<i  have  masle  him  especially  .qtiali- 
fied  for  the  work,  v.ill  lecture  Monday 
iii'4ht,  April  L'O,  at  Plymonth  Church, 
^u  "The  New  Philippines.*'  The  proceeds 
of  tlip  lecture  -will  j!ro  to  the  Blind  Ba- 
bies' Home.  ^Ir.  O' Flaherty's  talk  will 
:  be  illustrated  with  many  artistic  color 
sli;k's.  tlie  originals  of  which  were  taken 
by  him  in  the  Avilds  of  tlie  Philippines. 
j  Mr.  O'Flaherty  has  traveled  exteusive- 
'ly  in  the  country  of  which  he  is  to  speak. 
He  is  an  entertaiuim:  speaker,  full  of 
stories  of  jid ventures  and  interesting 
facts.  He  Fuis  attracted  a  jrreat  deal  of 
attention  by  his  lectures  and  by  the  way 
Ljn  which  he  delivers  tlT^m.  His  addres.s 
tis  interesting  and  instructive  in  a  high 
denree  for  ij/ tells  of  the  country  ^  which 
is  Amc^rica's  ])robiem    to-day. 

Lieutenant  O' Flaherty  has  an  interest- 
Ini?  personality.  Six  feet  tall,  -well 
formed,  broad-shotildered.  and  developed 
.like  an  athlete,  he  makes  an  ideal  sol- 
[dier.  (^ne  of  !iis  ancestors  was  killed  in 
Khe  Kevolutionary  "Wjpr,  and  iiis  maternal 
jlprandfather  met  a  IfKe  fate  in  the  Civil 
War.  Lieutenant  O'Flaherty  had  a  close 
call  on  San  ,Tuan  Hill,  in  the  Spanish-- 
Ajnerican  War.  bein?  sliot  throuixh  the 
body  in  the  charge  upon  the  blockhouse, 
and  left  on  the  fi;>ld— his  action  in  this 
engagement  winning  him  his  rank  of 
tirst  lieutenant.  He  organized  the  Tw^- 
ty-seventh  T'uited  States  \^»lunteers,  and 
lie  served  with  it  in  the  Philippines  cam- 
paign. He  had  many  exciting  experi- 
en<-es  in  the  islands,  and  he  will  interest- 
ingly tell  of  them  in  his  lecture  at  Plv-^ 
mouth    Church,  *^ 


jy.^.  HeraLgl  ,    'Broohiijn.  tditLo: 
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Sunshine  Society  Members  Are 
V  Doing  a  Great  Variety  of  Work 

Branches,  while  Caring  for  Blind  Babies,  Give   Fruit  and 

Flowers  to  III,  Aid  Cripples  and  Assist  Widow — Much 

Clothing  Is  Received  for  Inmates  of  Sunshine  Home. 


PBPORTS  which  hav©  been  coming 
in  to  BrocVklyn  headquarters  for  the 
last  fortnight  from  various 
branches  of  the  New  York  State 
Southern  pivision  of  the  Int*erna- 
llonal  Sunshine  Society  record  a 
great  variety  of  work  accomplished 
since  the  holidays.  They  also  outline  many 
plans  for  future  work. 

Blind  Babies'  Helpers  is  a  branch  doing 
fine  work.  Once  a  month  the  eighteen 
members  meet  to  do  mending  .for  the  little 
bli'nd  folks.  These  sewing  meetingsare usu- 
ally held  at  the  Sunshine  Home  for  Blind 
Babies.  The  members  take  their  luncheon 
With  them  and  spend  the  entire  day  sew- 
ing, with  the  result  that  large  bags  full  of 
mended  stockings  and  large  piles  of  gar- 
ments neatly  patched  and  renovated  mark 
■the  result  of  the  day's  work.  Recently  the 
branch  gave  a  cake  sale  at  the  home  of 
the  president,  Mrs.  F.  W.  Star,  and  realized 
$38  for  the  Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies. 
Sunshine  Branch  of  East  Williston,  L.  I., 
is  another  quiet  circle  that  is  doing  good 
work.  Through, the  president,  Mrs.  A-  M. 
Treadwell,  in  the  name  of  Sunshine,  a  box 
of  clothing  and  other  gifts,  valued  at  about 
$40,  were  sent  ito  a  Sunshine  branch  In 
Virginia. 

Chester  .Branch  had  a  most  successful 
sale  during  the  winter,  and  the  members 
are  now  busy  getting  ready  for  another  in 
the  early  summer.  In  this  manner  they 
raise  ifunds  for  the  furthering  of  their 
work'  ,;The  brfinl  li  >,Ui£s  have  been  the  re- 
cipient's'of  some  of  tihe  needlework  0:f  the 
members.  A  box  of  aprons  and  skirts  has 
jugt  ibee-^  sent  to  the  home. 

Chester  Branch  is  the  first  circle  .to  give 
aid  to  ;the  .Sunshine  aux.iliary  for  the  free 
bed.  ]$  ^s  now  enrolled  as  a  member  of 
lAux-illary  (No.  1.  The  president,  Mrs. 
[George  Seely,  declares  every  effort  will  be 
[■made  to  interest  others  in  the  establlsh- 
iment  of  the  bed. 


\ 


jTIiere  is  a  distinct  loss,  o£  fjurse,  as  '■ 
there  always  is  where  any  member  of 
mau  or  beast  has  been  injured  or  de- 
stroyed, but  that  the  strength  and  the 
power  of  that  member  enhances  the 
j  physical  or  mental  ability  of  an  associate, 
I  or  kindred  member,  Avilh  the  normal  at- 
tributes of  the  useless  one  is  a  matter 
which  admits  of  no  argument. 

Seeing  the  "Zoo"  Though  Bereft  of 

Their  Sight. 

Brooklyn  is  not  in  a  position   to  boast 
of  its  Prospect  Park  "Zoo,"  but  it  is  not 
without  its  usefulness.     In  Central  Park 
and  up  in  the  Bronx  they  are  much  bet-  j 
ter    off    in    this    respect,    but    tJhe    small  , 
menagerie   in    Prospect   Park    is  at    least  | 
mentally    suggestive.        The   other   after-  j 
noon  a  few  blind  children,  two  boys  and  j 
three  girls,  were  there  with  their  teacher,  i 
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DO  BI4XD  CHILDREN  LEARX  MORE  ABOUT  ANIMALS  THAN  THOSE 

AVITH  SIGIITV 


Watching   the   blind    were    some   normal 
school   children. 

The  teacher  told  about  the  bear,  the 
deers  and  the  few  other  animals  in  the 
park.  A  college  professor,  whose  depart- 
ment embraces  the  study  of  psychology, 
was  deei)ly  interested.  He  listened  eager- 
-'Z-t^Jf.lie  comments   of  all   the   children. 


A  friend  of  his  srii(1:  'Trofesaor,  it 
seems  to  nie  that  the  blind  ohildren  know 
moro  jUiout  the  charactpristics  of  the  ani- 
mals tlian   those  that  can  see,'| 

"Yoii  shouldn't  be  surprised  at  that," 
said  the  professor.  "You  see  the  im- 
agination of  the  blind  children  has  been 
trained  to  a  hijih  decree;  it  is  their  eye, 
and  \Tith  that  eye  they  can  see  far  more 
than  the  normal  children  can  with  theirs. 
Besides  the  blind  children  are  taught  in 
all  the  schools  of  this  city  to  handle 
models  of  animals,  and  as  their  hands 
go  over  the  parts  a  sympathetic  teacher 
explains  all  about  the  color,  the  average 
size,  the  characteristics  of  the  animals. 
Then  again  the  memory  of  the  blind 
children  is  developed  necessarily  ;to  a 
point  almost  reaching  infalHbilityj  and^ 
such  children  naturally  are  more  sym- 
pathetic to  all  impressions,  i  What  the 
'blind  child  learns  he  does  learn,  what,, 
he  does  know  he  really  does  know.  The 
normal  child  is  too  full  of  animal 
spirits,  moves  about  too  much,  is  too  dis- 
cussive,  restless,  often  neglectful,  and 
indifferent  to  impressions  and  because  he 
s(y?s  all  things  he  knows  few  things  at 
all." 

The    models    of    which    the    professor! 
spoke  are  in  all  fhe  schools  for  the  blind,  j 
The     models    include    almost     everything; 
that  can  be  modeled.     There  are  practi-! 
cally  perfect  figures  of  animals  and  ships! 
and    trees    and    houses— all    things.      The] 
<'hildren  go  over  these   models  for  hoursj 
at  a  time.     As  their  thirst  for  knowledge! 
generally  is  insatiable,  they  never  become  i 
satisfied  until  they  have  mastered  every- 
thing about  each  model  that  the  profes-j 
sor  himself  knows.     In   this  way  a  per-i 
feet     Ics.son    becomes     perfectly    known,  i 
though,  of  course,  as  among  normal  chil-' 
dren,  there  are  varying  degrees  of  native 
intelligence.     The  teachers  do  much,  but,' 
they   canuat  put  gray   matter  where  na- 
ture  neglected   to  do  so   in   the   first   in- 
stance. 

:  Blind  Men  and  Women  Wlio   Suc- 
ceeded in  Life. 

There  is  a  remarkably  large  number  of 
blind  men  and  women  holding  positions 
J)f  prominence  in  the  United  States. 
f-Apart  from  the  won'derful  case  of  Helen 
Keller— who  has  become  so  learned  in 
Jfipite  of  the  fact  that  when  a  baby  she 
•suffered  an  illness  which  rendered  her 
not  only  blind,  but  also  deaf  and  dumb- 
one  might  mention  Miss  Fanny  Crosby, 
who  has  written,  over  5,000  hymns,  in- 
cluding "Safe  in  the  Arms  of  Jesus," 


Kdward  de  Mille  Campbell,  director  of 
the  chemiccil  laboratory  of  the  University; 
[of  Michigan;  Lonis  B.  Carll,  the  famous 
Bi?©+*klyU'  mythcm}iti<'HKr:'     T.     P.     Gore, 
Senator     from     Okhihoma:     Dr.     Newell 
Perry,    mathematical   tutor   at    Columbia 
University;    and    J.    B.    Herreshoff.    the' 
famous  yacht  designer,  Avho  modeled  the ! 
last  two  defenders  of  the  America  cup,  i 
[are   all    men    who    have    triumphed    over' 
iblindness.  L 


A    GROUP    OF    BLIND    BABIES    AT    AN    ASYLUM    FOR    BLIND 

CHILDREN. 

Herreshoff,  who  lost  his  sight  when  he 
was  15,  has  declared  that  his  success  as 
a  yacht  builder  rests  largely  on  the  fact' 
*  that  he  can  picture  so  vividly  in  his  mind 

the  boats  he  saw  and  the  models  he  own- 
ed during  the  first  fifteen  years  of  his 
life. 

Professor  Campbell  thinks  nothing  of 
working  out  intricate  chemical  formula 
in  his  mind. 

Prof.    Jones    Tells    of    Causes    that 

Create  Blindness. 

Professor  (L  W.  .Jones,  Superintendent 
of  the  Illinois  School  for  the  Blind  at 
.Jacksonville,  111.,  has  furnished  "Tlie 
Citizen"  with  a  most  interesting  article, 
which  is  given  here.     He  says: 

Every  case  of  blindness  of  the  new 
born  stands  as  a  living  witness  to  some 
one's    carelessness    and     neglect,     whose 


j  business  it  is  'or  "should  be  to  know  aiid  j 
I  avoid    tlip    disease,    for    it    is    absolutely , 
preventable. 

If  a  corporation  or  individual  maims  or 
injures   a   person  by   neglect  or  carelesa- 
piess.  ^the    State    steps    in    and    compels 
tbe    offender    to   pay    damages    or  suffer 
otbor    punishment,    but    the    helpless    in- 1 
Itfant   has   no    such    recourse;    it    may    be 
Meprived    of    sijiht,    the    most    cherished 
igift  of  our   Creator,   by  the  ignorant  or 
Careless    physician    or    midwife,    and    no 
voice  is  lifted  in  reproof;  no  punishment 
is   meted   out  for  the  crime   against   the' 
suffering   baby. 

The     States    have     no     effective     laws 
against    the    commission   of   this   offense, 
and    it   is   believed    no  one  ever  suffered 
punishment   for  the   crime,   though  there 
IstTe   now    in    this   country   G.OOO  or   7,000 
|t>lind  persons  from  tJiis  neglect,  an  army 
fcequal   in  numbers  to  that  led  by  AVash« 
Ington  at  Long  Island.  | 

The  terms  used  by  medical  men  tn  der  j 
scribe      this      disease,    opthalmia    neona- 1 
tornm.    is    a    Greek    phrase.       The    first  i 
word    means    inflammation   of    the   eyes;  j 
tthe  second,   the  new  bom.     The   infiam- j 
I  mation   of  the  eyes  of  the  new  born   as  ! 
the  whole   phrase  may  be  translated   is' 
j  an  acute  infection  of  the  eyes  occurring 
from  one  to  three  days  after  birth,  th^ 
infecting     material     coming     from-     the  i 
mother  and  gaining  entrance  to  the  eyes  ] 
immediately  after  the  birth  of  the  child|j  I 
and  burning  them  out  like  quicklime.         \ 
The    symptoms    begin    with    a    wateiy ' 
discharge;  the  inflammation  spreads  ra]^- > 
idly  to  the  mucous  membrance  of  the  e.ve- ; 
lids    and    the    interior   part    of    the    eye- 
ball.     The    inflammation  is   accompanied 
:  by  great  pain  and  severe  swelling  of  thie 
:  affected   parts.      Pus  which   is  very  con- 
;  tagious   is   discharged    freely.      Adhesion 
.of  the  eyelids  and  eyeball  and  ulceratiOin 
of  the  cornea  and  even  perforation  m^y 
soon  follow.     If  prompt  attention  is  gtv-- 
en   by  a  competent  physician  before  t|ie 
cornea    is    involved    the    eyes    may    ]be 
saved,  but  neglect  or  delay  mean  certain 
destruction   of  sight.  | 

Remedies  in   the  First   Stages  Afe 
Simple. 

The  remedy  in  the  Avi^t  stages  of  thtc 
disease  and  preventive  measures  are  sii4- 
ple  and  easily   administered.  !| 

The  literature  on  the  subject  is  larg  i 
and  text  books  call  attention  to  the  dau  • 
ger  and  point  out  the  remedy.  It  is  unj  • 
versally  regarded  as  an  easily  prevent- • 
able  and  curable  disease. 


Sunshine  Committees  of  the  Young 
People's  Society  and  tne  Junior  Christian 
Endeavor  Society  of  the  Central  Baptist 
Church,  Adelphi  street,  report  excellent 
work.  The  young  persons  have  been  en- 
gaged in  raising  money  for  a  painting  at 
the  rear  of  the  baptistry,  and  the  cost, 
$43,  has  been  iralised.  On  communion  Sun- 
day the  Sunshine  Committee  fumilshes 
flowers  for  the  pulpit  an<i  after  the  service 
carries  th-em  to  some  one  who  Is  111.  Chil- 
dren of  the  church  are  active  Sun-shine 
workers. 

St.  Cecilia  'Branch  -has  bee^n  mos-t  active 
'this  winter.  Its  efforts  have  been  spent 
in  helping  a  crippled  boy,  a  man  who  Is 
111  and  providing  dinners  for  iseveral  fami- 
lies. 

Laural  Suns'hine  Branch,  of  which  Mrs. 
E.  F.  Anthony  Is  president,  although  a 
small  Sunshine  club,  Is  doing  good  work. 
A  picture  screen  for  the  children's  ward 
of  the  Cumlberland  Street  Hospital,  of 
Brooklyn,  meant  a  lot  of  work  lin  prepara^-i 
tlon  and  no  end  of  enjoj'ment  to  thej 
i  children. 

!  Sunbeam  Branch  has  expended  $77.78  In; 
lits  benevolent  work  during  the  last  year 
In  Its  Immediate  neighborhood.  Clothing 
has  been  pasised  on  and  every  month  a 
dollar  is  sent  to  a  widow  w^ho  has  an  in- 
veJ'id  son.  Baskets  of  provisions  have  been 
sent  out,  fruit  and  flowers  to  tine  sick  and 
nineteen  jars  of  fruits  and  jellies  were  sent 
ito  the  main  ofRce  for  distribution.  The 
branch  has  placed  two  of  the  "blind  baby 
miite  boxes"  where  they  are  conspicuous. 
Mrs.  Harry  Purdy  is  president  of  this  en- 
ergetic band  of  workers  and  Mrs.  Mary 
IH.  Purdy  is  the  treasurer. 
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BLIND  BiBIES'  HDMt 


Tha»rthe !pufc4g^at  large  is  taking  a  closer 
interdfet  itt'^e  Avork  of  the  International  Sun- 
shijjl  Society  is  shown  by  the  efforts  of  clubs 
as  well   as   individuals  to  help   the  society. 

Tho  Long  Island  Kennel  Club  on  Saturday, 
May  Si}  (Decoration  Day),  will  give  a  bench 
ehow  of  dogs  at  the  Brlgrhton  Beach  Race 
Track  in  aid  of  the  Blind  Babies'  Home  of 
the  International  SunshiWP^SfJWMy. 

A  feature  of  the  show  will  be  the  whippet 
racos,  conducted  by  the  Parltway  "^Tiippet 
Racing  Association,  with  a  first  prize  of  $35. 
a  second  prize  of  $10,  and  a  third  prize  of  $5. 
Froiia  the  number  and  class  of  entrants  the 
show  promises  to  be  successful  in  every  way. 
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Blind  Babies^  Friends  in  New  York. 

The  Suusliiue  Home  for  Blind «jiflf0ies, 
Dykt^i  /Jldl^lits,  ^  Brooklyn,  which  is 
hencflflWtlMo  rjp^ive  from  the  state  of 
New  ^i>rk  (|,Ji§  sum  of  $1  per  day  for 
each  child  that  it  supports,  cares  for  and 
iustructs,  owes  this  aid  to  a  law  passed 
At  the  present  session  of  the  New  York 
f^egislature.  The  International  Sunshine 
IBulletin  for  May,  commending  the  ener- 
gy of  Senator  Foelker  and  Assemblyman, 
Ferry  of  Brooklyn,  through  whose  ef- 
forts the  appropriation  was  made  by 
the  Legislature,  says: 

Hard  work  was  necessary  to  make  some 
good  people  understand  the  great  need  of 
just  such  a  bill  becoming  a  law  in  order 
that  blind  children  could  have  ^ome  place 
open  to  them  besides  the  idiot  wards  and 
homes  for  the  feeble-minded.  When  Gov. 
Hughes  had  signed  the  bill,  the  relaxation  ! 
from  the  strain  of  months  of  suspense  was 
almost  too  much  even  for  Sunshin^rs  who 
are  used  to  big  things.  This  Is  the  first 
law,  so  far  as  we  know,  that  has  ever  been 
made  in  the  United  States  relative  to  the  , 
care  of  blind  babies.  ; 

The  home  for  which  the  appropriation  ' 
was  made  is  understood  to  be  the  sec- 
ond of  its  kind  in  the  United  States, 
tlie  pioneer  institution  of  the  type  being 
the  School  for  Defective  Vision  which 
Miss  Alice  Burnham  Fellows  opened  in 
Milwaukee  ten  years  ago,  and  which  by 
a  piece  of  clever  strategy,  resorted  to  on 
her  part  after  great  provocation,  wsU 
last  week  brought  conspicuously  to  the 
notice  of  the  Milwaukee  public.  Pictures 
of  the  Brooklyn  institution  show  its 
pupils  led  by  their  teachers  going  through 
games  and  exercises  ingeniously  devised 
by  Miss  Fellows  to  teach  the  sightless 
little  people  while  they  are  having  a  good 
time,  imagining  themselves  at  play.        J 


Boston,    He.-ra.ltL. 
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LONG  ISLAI\ID_K.  C.  SHOW 

The  Long  Island  Kennel  Club  will  hold 
its  seventh  annual  bench  show  at  Brighton 
Beach  race  track  Decoration  day.  The 
classification  is  most  generous,  as  it  pro- 
vides Classes  for  dogs  of  every  breed. 
Handsome  rosettes  and  ribbons  in  the  reg- 
ular classes,  besides  a  gold  medal  for  the 
best  male  and  best  female  of  each  breed. 
Nearly,     L'oO     special     prizes,     consisting     of 

•  handsome  cups  silver  and  bronze  medals, 
money,    plate   and   other   beautiful    trophies, 

I  will  be  given.  A  special  feature  will  be 
whippet  races. 

,  Entries  close  with  the  secretary  on  May 
14.  and  it  Js  absolute.  The  proceeds  go  to 
the  Blind  Babies'^ -iioHfte.  of  the  Interna- 
tional Sunshine  Soodety. 


BrgoiiUru   JV.  ^.  Sic>L-nciSi--rcL  U>vtu- 
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WLL  BURN  IVIORTGA0E 

ON  BLIND  BABlfeS'  HOME. 


Ai|liep1k  f(|r/$5,000  has  been  received 
^y^!S^§Jijy^tnia  Westover  Alden,  presi- 
di^t-gBnerai  of  the  International  Sun- 

ine  Society,  to  pay  the  second  mort- 
g-ag-e  on  the  Blind  Babies'  Home,  at 
Eighty- fourth  street  and  Thirteentli 
avenue.  The  gift  has  aroused  a  great 
deal  of  interest,  for  the  name  of  the 
dohor  is  withheld.  The  payment  of 
the  mortgage  clears  the  home  of  debt. 

At  the  headquarters  of  the  Sunshine 
Society,  at  56  Fifth  avenue,  Manhat-' 
tan,  it  was  stated  that  all  arrangements 
for  the  burning  of  the  mortgage  had 
been  completed.  It  will  be  burned  at 
the  home  next  Monday.  John  Whalen, 
Secretary  of  State,  will  have  charge  of: 
the  exercises. 


*boSTOK    EVENING    TRANSCRIPT^ 
MONDAY,   MAY    IsTIlOOS 

"MOTHERS'   SHOW" 


FIRST      ANNUAL      EXPOSITION      IN 
NEW      YORK 


Interesting  Sights  at  the  Madison  Square 
Garden  Display— A  Real  Setting  Forth 
of  Child  Training,  Child  Protection  and 
Practical  Home  Interests— <rhe  Working 
of  Nearly  All  New  York's  Children  Chari- 
ties to  Be  Witnessed 


[Special  Correspondence  of  the  Transcript] 
New  York,  May  10. 
Far  above  the  street  level,  on  the  top  of 
the  artistic  tower  which  dominates  the 
Madison  square  district  and  whereon  il- 
luminated ads  of  comic  operas,  vaudevilles 
and  other  lightweight  and  frivolous  per- 
formances are  wont  to  blaze,  there  are 
shining  out  this  week  two  simple  striking 
words— "Mother's    show." 

Curiosity  provoked  by  the  suggestion  tlTat 
mother  is  really  to  have  a  show  impels  the 
visitor  to  follow  the  gleam  of  the  bright 
high^  lights  to  the  vicinity  of  Madison 
Square  Garden,  not  failing  to  note  on  tlie 
enterprising  beer  garden  near  by  the  whim- 
sical, emulative,  and  probably  veracious 
sign— "Mothers  overj  there;  fathers  here," 
Within  the  show  (which  is  to  continue 
through  next  Thursday,  and  the  official 
programme  of  which  proudly  proclaims  it 
to  be  an  "exposition"— "the  first  annual 
mothers'  exposition")  the  first  thing  that 
greets  the  visitor  is  a  captivating  opportuni- 
ty to  check  the  baby.  These  novel  baby 
receptacles  strike  one  as  really  clever 
;  things.  They  are  a  man's  invention,  by  the 
'  way— ajid  a  bachelor  man,  too,  it  is  whis- 
pered (the  man  free  from  family  cares, 
'when  one  thinks  of  it,  naturally  has  more 
time  to  give  to  these  things).  So  simple 
and  adaptable  are  they  that  one  wonders 
why  nobody  thought  of  them  before.  An 
.ingenious  arrangement  of  stout  canvas  at- 
tached to  a  light,  portable  framework  con- 
stitutes the  crib,  which  is  also  capable  of 
being  used  as  a  baby  jumper,  baby  holder 
and  as  an  aid  in  learning  to  walk. 

So  contented  are  the  infants  that  sit  or 
flie  In  these  little  nests  that  the  unhappy 
1  visitor  without  an  offspring  immediately  de- 
;  termihes  to  borrow  one  to  check  the  very 
{  next  time  !  To  add  a  iharmonious  touch  to 
:  the  pretty  scene,  two  colossal  white  piaster 
storks  on  pedestals  guard  the  '  entrance  in 
[  most   paternal  €a;shicm.     And  at   the   other 


end  of  the  hall,  beyond  fhe  long  line  of  ex- 
hibit booths,  is  seen  a  great  feathery,  flying 
stork,  apparently  descending  from  on  high 
and  carrying  a  brand-new,  tiny  pink  infant 
snuggled  in  a  big  white  napkin,  held  pendant 
from  the  beak.  This  flying  bird,  it  goes 
wl'thout  saying,  is  the  acme  of  popular  in- 
terest at  the  show. 

•  The  display  In  general  is  a  real,  though 
not  an  extensive,  setting  forth  of  "mother" 
(that  is,  parental),  child-training,  child- 
protective  •  and  practical  ihome  interests. 
The  conci-ete  and  the  abstract  are  both  In 
demonstration,  the  former  predominant.  A 
new  kind  of  stove  polish  and  the  perennially 
new  "labor-saving"  washing  machine  are 
shown  side  by  side  with  the  theories  of 
"teaching  truth."  A  well-known  cereal,  a 
new  kind  of  top  and  tne  striking  models  of 
the  modern  charities  for  dependent,  defec- 
tive and  delinquent  children  are  here  in 
juxtaposition.  Over  these  is  a  demonstra- 
tion, attracting  continual  crowds,  of  a  New 
England  idea — a  "hot  doll"  (just  the  hot- 
water  bag  Idea  in  the  shape  of  a  doll) — to 
comfort  little  folks  on  cold  nights,  or  when 
out  driving  in  cold  weather.  A  brisk  game 
of  diabolo  Is  being  played  by  two  experts 
In  a  court,  just  to  show  the  spectators  how. 
Older  children,  who  are  too  big  to  be  checked 
in  the  cribs,  are  received  under  th«  'big  red 
canopy  over  there  and  are  given  seats  at 
a  'big  sand  taible  to  disport  themselves  to 
their  heart's  content.  All  the  new  toys  foi 
the  nursery  are  grouped  in  a  big  depart- 
m'Cnt  store's  display,  where  may  be  seen 
doll  children,  life  size,  in  rooms  supplied 
with  pretty  children's  furniture ;  carts, 
velocipedes,  swings,  and  a  new  garden  fam- 
ily merry-go-round  for  four,  to  be  pro- 
pelled by  han?d  and  feet. 

A  big  caravel  loaded  with  children 
sailing  for  Storyland  attracts  one  to  the 
booth  where  books  for  juvenile  readers 
are  shown. 

While  a  number  of  the  exhibits  savor 
of  commercial  aspect  (one  is  importuned 
by  some  and  tactfully  Invited  by  others 
to  patronize  their  wares),  there  is  a  pre- 
dominating display  of  tlie  humanitarian 
movements.  In  fact,  the  exhibition  Is, 
in  the  main,  so  largely  a  display  of  the 
social  and  philanthropic  work  of  the 
child  protect'vo  agencies  that  the  title 
"Mothers'  Exposition"  might  well  be 
termed  a  misnomer.  Almost  lall  thei 
charities  that  have  to  do  with  the  care 
of  children  in  New  York  city  have  been 
enlisted  In  the  exhibit,  among  them  be- 
ing Children's  Aid  Society,  William 
Church  Osborn,  president;  the  Associa- 
tion of  Day  Nurseries,  Mrs.  Arthur  M. 
Dodge,  president;  Brooklyn  Nursery  and 
Infants'  Hospital;  the  Clara  de  Hersch 
Home  for  Working  Girls,  Mrs.  Oscar  S. 
Straus,  president;  Free  Industrial  Home 
for  Crippled  Children;  the  Child  Rescue 
Campaign;  the  Manhattan  Trade  School 
for  Girls,  Miss  Virginia  Potter,  presi- 
dent; the  Children's  School  Farm  ijeague, 


Mrs.  Henry  Parsons,  president;  the  So- 
clety  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Animals,  Mrs.  James  Speyer,  president, 
and   many   others. 

To  visit  and  to  examine  these  exhibits 
Is  to  get  a  realizing  and  pleasant  sense 
of  the  well -organized  and  practical  plans 
for  the  alleviation  of.  the  heavy  burdens 
of  the  child-rich  poor.  In  this  perhaps 
the  day  nursery  leads  •  with  its  fine 
models  of  the  twentieth  century  day 
nursery— embracing  kindergarten  indus- 
trial classes  up  to  a  complete  social  settle- 
ment operation. 

"Why  does  n't  the  city  of  New  York  do  ' 
this?"   the  Innocent  visitor  asks,   on  learn- 
ing  of   the   thirty   industrial   schools   main- 
tained by  the  Children's  Aid. 

"Oh,  it  couldn't!"  was  the  quick  reply. 
"You  know  we  have  a  whole  cityful  of 
foreign  families  dumped  on  us  every  day!" 

And    here    is     the     ubiquitous    Salvation 
Army,  with  the  largest  space  of  all,  showing 
prison     work,     in     apt     demonstration     by  | 
dummies    and    models,    a    miniature    farm-1 
yard    with    real    chickens    and    fresh    eggs 
to  illustrate  the  agricultural  training  work. 

Over  there  is  an  agricultural  training 
exhibit  of  another  kind  (the  Farm  School 
League),  formed  to  promote  elementary 
agricultural  training  to  public  school  chil- 
dren everywhere.  The  model  school  garden 
shown  is  naturally  that  of  the  famous  De- 
Witt  Clinton  School  in  New  York  city. 

One    stops    in    passing    to    examine    the 
beautiful  handiwork  of  the  garments  of  all 
kinds  made  at  the  Manhattan  Trade  School : 
for   Girls    and    to   read    one   of   the    simple 
little  essays  written  by  a  pupil— the  one  on 
"Child  Labor  Laws,"   perhaps: 
•     "The  laws  are  made  by  the  State  Legis-  i 
lature.     The  State  Department  of  Labor  en-  , 
forces  that   part   regarding  factories.     The  ' 
compulsory  education  in  law  forces  all  chil-.j 
dren  between  certain   ages   to  go   to   school  i 
and  prevents  them  from  going  to  work  be- 
fore  the  proper  time.     The  Board  of  Health 
gives  certifiicates  to  those  who  have  passed 
certain    requirements    of    age,     health    and 
education.     To  secure  a  working  paper,  the 
applicant    must    have    attended    school    130 
days  after  his  thirteenth  birthday.     Nb  girl  j 
under   fourteen   years   of  age  can   work   In 
any  factory,  restaurant,  store,  etc.,  nor  on 
Saturdays,  holidays  or  during  the  vacation." 

A  pretty  decoration  of  pink  and  white 
paper  flowers  covers  the  booth  of  the  Free  : 
Industrial  Home  for  Crippled  Children,  one 
of  New  York's  noblest  leverages  for  the 
practical  help  of  children.  The  pretty  pa- 
per flowers,  being  inflammable,  were  treat- 
ed to  a  dose  of  the  fire  preventive  chemical 
with  which  Madison  Square  Garden  is  now 
safeguarded  from  disasters  by  conflagra-i 
tion.  The  beautiful  work  of  the  crippled 
children  is  a  reminder  of  their  guardian 
good  angel  and  foster  mother,  Mrs.  Arthur 
Elliot  Fi^h,  who  is  in  daily  touch  with  the  | 


I  activities  of  the  scliool,  and  whom  the"! 
children  all  know,  love  and  obey.  ""SQ)^; 
must  touch  the  secret  spring  in  the  soul  of^^^ 
a  child  with  the  wand  of  love,"  she  said..j 
"You  cannot  Infuse  into  sad,  small,  twist-^ 
ed  lives  an  interest  In  existence  and  self-jj 
development  by  being  merely  sympathetic', 
and  generous." 

The  same  spirit  of  mother  love  is  shown 
by  the  head  of  the  Blind  Babies'  Home, 
Mrs.  Theodore  Seward,  wTio  while  she 
shows  the  excellent  work  of  her  charges, 
does  not  fail  to  press  home  the  fact  that 
the  lamentable  blindness  is  in  large  meas- 
ure of  the  kind  that  could  have  been  pre- 
vented. 

"It  is  all  due  to  lack  of  attention  and 
carelessness  at  tHe  baby's  birth,"  she  ex- 
plained. "But  the  board  of  health  has 
awakened  to  this  thoughtless  neglect  of 
parents  and  nurses,  and  they  are  tryingf 
to  correct  the  conditions  that  make  the 
necessity  for  our  Blind   Babies'   Home." 

The  serious  side  of  the  exposition  is  en- 
livened by   the   recreations    which  are   held 
f daily.     Even  the  blind  babies  take  part  in 
these,   a   group   of   them   being   brought    lo 
give  their  pretty  performance  of  an  orches- 
tra given  with  top  instruments  of  all  kinds 
and   led  by  a  little  boy  musician   who   ha^ 
never  seen  a   conductor,   but  goes    through 
all   the  motions  of  an   orchestra  leader   to  ■ 
perfection.      There    are    Punch     and     Judy| 
shows,     a     wild     animal     play     by    Ernest^ 
Thompson-Seton;     "Cinderella"    and    other§ 
fairy    plays    up    to    date    in    the    Children'aiij 
Theatre, 

It  is  an  earnest  and   interested  group   of 

women   and    men    too    which   gathers    each 

I  evening  to  listen  to  the  free  lectures,  cov- 

I  ering  practical  instruction  for  mothers  ancl 

:  caretakers    of    children,    as    regards    dress, 

diet  and  hygiene. 
I  Taken  altogether,  the  visitor  is  impressed 
I  with  the  fact  that  the  "Mother's  Show"  is. 
i  a  good  idea  and  perhaps  well  named  after 
1  all  in  that  it  is  mostly  for  the  children 
I  thi-ough  whom,  in  the  very  nature  of  things, 
mother  gets  her  only  show,  and  mother- 
hood receives  its  natural  and  highest 
\  demonstration. 


BLlDBMES' 
MADE  HAPPY 
BYSDNSHINE 

1^^'  i 


Work  and  Many  Cares  Before 

the  Pleasant  Home  Could 

Be  Established. 


CITY'S  HELP  WAS  ONLY  %\\ 


But  Now,  Since  the  Last  Mortgfage 
Has  Been  Burned  the  Two  Cyn- 
thia's Arc  Satisfied. 


Can  you  imagine  anything  more  pa- 
thetic than  the  sight  of  a  sightless  baby? 
In  the  rush  and  bustle  of  Metropolitan 
life  one  is  unlikely  to  think  of  such 
things  unless  they  are  brought  home  to 
one.  Anything  that  strikes  home  is  felt. 
We  may  shed  a  tear  at  the  misery  of 
others,  hut  never  do  we  understand  un- 
til misery  knocks  at  our  door.  Still  we 
are  not  so  bad  after  all,  and  despite  all 
the  pessimists  in  the  world,  civilization  is 
on  the  hop  and  humaneness  is  gradually 
permeating  it  the  world  over.  The 
cradle  we  rock  with  benevolence,  the 
philanthropy  sits  beside  the  grave  that 
yawus  for  the  aged. 

Unthought  problems  'rise  to  perplex  us, 
and  uneconomic  questions  to  rex  us.  The 
difficulty  is  to  draw  the  line  in  the  larger 


scheme  of  benevolence,  but  frigid  the ' 
heart  and  atrophied  the  mind  that  do  not 
soften  and  awaken  sympathetically  in 
the  presence  of  the  iiffant  blind.  Go 
you  and  seek  out  the  Plin^,.  tRahlgji' 
Home  and  Kindergarten,  at  Eighty- 
fo«rtilj,„§treet  and   Thirteenth  avenue!  ■ 

Not  "acSWrtsktaJtis-tical  Christ,"  as  poor 
John  Boyle  O'Reilly  phrased  it,  lai^d  the 
foundation  and  raised  the  superstructure 
of  this  home.  It  has  the  appearance  of 
one  of  those  villas  erected  along  the  Hud- 
son and  which  may  be  seen  here  and 
there  in  our  own  beautiful  suburbs.  It- 
is  one  of  the  architectural  beauties  of 
Dyker  Heights.  In  February,  1904,  the 
first  steps  to  open  a  nursery  and  kinder- 
garten for  the  blind  in  Brooklyn  were 
taken.  Only  those  under  eight  years  of 
age  were  to  be  admitted.  The  work  was 
done  by  the  International  Sunshine 
Branch  for  the  Blind.  First  thought 
suggests  that  the  name  of  the  organiza- 
tion is  more  or  less  paradoxical  in  its  re- 
lation to  the  bH»d,  but  what  name  really 
could  be  more  b«flutiful,  more  appropri- 
ate? The  little  ones  in  the  home  never 
may  see  the  sunshine  filtering  down  from 
the  heavens,  but  it  may,  with  judicious 
direction,  tender  consideration,  sympa- 
thetic judgment,  and  merciful  govern- 
ment be  directed  so  as  to  brighten  their 
minds  and   illumine  their  souls. 

How     tlie     ^'Sunsliiners"     Came     io 
Start  the  IVork. 

So  it  is  directed  in   this  home.     Four 
years  ago  it  was  discovered  that  not  only 
in  the   State   of  New  York,  but  also  in 
every  State  of  the  Union   with  bur  two 
exceptions,    a    private    nursery    for    nine 
children  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  one  for 
sixteen  in  Boston,  there  was  no  special 
care    or    educational    provision    for    the 
blind  who  were  under  five  years  of  age. 
This  led  the  "Sunshiners"  to  make  the  at-  i 
tempt  to  remedy  this  condition  here.     It  j 
1  was  hoped  that  such  a  movement  would  1 
!  prove    a    valuable    object    lesson    to    the 
I  whole  country  and  rouse  the  public  to  the 
great  need  of  such  work. 

Those  who  have  studied  the  subject 
say  that  the  most  critical  time  in  a 
blind  child's  life  is  the  period  from  one 
to  eight  years.  These  years  decide 
whether  it  shall  became  imbecile  from 
lack  of  proper  development  and  help  to 
swell  the  already  large  number  of  im- 
becile adult  blind  under  the  chavge  of  the 


State  as  years  go  on,  or  with  care  and 
training:  shall  take  an  intelligent  part  in 
the  world's  work  and,  if  necessary,  be- 
come self-supporting. 

When  the  work  in  Brooklyn  was  start- 
ed, those  who  undeitook  it  were  told 
that  there  were  no  blind  babies,  but  it 
soon  became  evident  that  there  were 
and  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  At  pres- 
ent the  home  has  a  hundred  more  on  its 
list  than  it  is  able  to  receive,  because 
of  limited  accommodations.  The  insti- 
tution can  care  for  only  twenty-five  at 
once.  Some  of  these  have  come  from  dif- 
bent  by  the  city  from  the  idiot  depart- 
ment or  Randall's  Island,  the  only  shel- 
ter the  municipality  has  had  for  the  de- 
pendent blind  babies. 

Bringing  Color  Into  the  Cheeks  of 
Blind  Babies. 

Poor  little  innocents.  When  they  were 
brought  to  the  home  they  were  thin,  pale, 
helpless  and  often  crippled,  and  almost 
always  filled  with  fear!  Ah,  a  kindly  en- 
vironment counts!  Patience,  we  are  told, 
is  one  of  the  most  sublime  of  the  vir- 
tues, and  those  who  have  heard  the  voice 
of  kindness  and  encouragement  when 
they  need  it  know  its  superlative  value. 
Soon  the  wan,  fear-stricken  ones  began 
to  show  signs  of  life  and  into  the  wan 
cheeks  crept  rosiuess,  and  the  skeleton 
figure  became  round  and  soft  as  that  cf 
the  little  ones  born  heirs  to  the  good 
things  of  life. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  home  ten 
blind  children  have  been  graduated  to 
the  Thirty-fourth  street  School  for  the 
Blind,  in  Manhattan.  Over  there,  singu- 
larly enougb,  where  there  are  manifold 
charities,  there  is  no  provision  for  the 
care  of  blind  children  under  eight  years 
of  age. 

When  the  branch  here  was  started 
there  w^ere  only  two  members,  Mrs. 
Cynthia  M.  Tregear  and  Mrs.  Cynthia 
Westover  Alden,  but  these  two  Cynthias 
had  that  quality  of  courage  which  sur- 
mounts obstacles,  which  removes  moun- 
tains of  prejudice  and  opposition,  which 
knows  no  such  word  as  fail,  and  which 
in  the  end  almost  invariably  comes  into 
its  own.  Their  first  supporter  was  Mrs. 
Frederick  P.  Fish,  of  Boston,  who  sent 
a  check  for  $100  as  the  beginning  of  a 
bank  account,  and  on  Feb.  29,  1904,  the 
good  Cynthias  opened  a  kindergarten  in 
a  little  flat  of  three  rooms  in  No.  501 
Jiast  Seventy-eighth  street,  Manhattan, 
^f^t^an  expense  of  $3  a  week  for  rent. 


The  work  soon  required  larger  quar- 
ters and  in  in  June  the  children  were 
iiiTited  by  Mrs.  Merle  St.  C.  Wright  to 
share  the  old  TurnbuU  mansion  at  Bar- 
tow-on-Sound.  There  the  blind  little 
ones,  crippled  and  uncrippled,  passed  a 
,  delightful  summer.  In  the  autum  they 
were  taken  back  to  Manhattan.  "Sun- 
shine" then  had  no  place  for  them  and 
until  January  Mrs.  Wright  again  acted 
as  their  "guardian  angel."  Then  the 
nranagers  of  the  Industrial  Home  for  the 
Blind,  led  by  the  late  John  G.  Jenkins, 
Sr.,  and  Mrs.  Theodore  E.  Herz,  of  the 
Women's  Board,  came  to  the  rescue  and 
provided  a  home  in  No.  520  Gates  ave- 
nue. Sunshine  members  the  country 
over  helped  to  furnish  the  home. 
Branch  for  the  Blind  Incorporated 
in  1905. 
In  April,  1905,  the  International  Sun- 
shine Branch  for  the  Blind  became  in- 
corporated under  the  laws  of  the  State, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1906  the  board  de- 
cided to  try  to  get  the  children  into  the 
country  at  least  for  the  summer.  The 
Gates  avenue  house  had.  become  taxed 
beyond  its  capacitj'.  The  old  Cropsey 
homestead  in  Bensonhurst,  a  large, 
roomy,  old-fashioned  mansion,  was  un- 
occupied, and  there  in  April  the  children 
were  taken.  The  blessed  freedom  of  out- 
door life,  the  singing  of  the  trees,  the 
salt  air  from  old  ocean  worked  won- 
ders for  their  bodily  health  and  what  was 
better,  cleared  the  darkness  of  their 
minds.  Wonderful  houses  were  built  in 
the  sand,  towns  were  laid  out,  canals 
dug,  and  the  map  of  their  little  world 
was  changed. 

The  beautiful  summer  was  waning, 
though,  and  the  managers  were  puzzled 
as  to  what  to  do  with  the  tots  when  the 
blasts  of  winter  stripped  the  trees  of 
their  leaves  and  howled  dismally  around 
the  corners  of  the  old  homestead.  Only 
ten  children  could  be  accommodated  in 
the  Gates  avenue  place,  and  the  rest 
would  have  to  be  returned  to  the  "is- 
i  land."  In  September  a  special  meeting 
of  the  board  was  held.  George  E.  Car- 
ter. Jr.,  had  a  beautiful  house  in  Eighty- 
fourth  street,  near  Thirteenth  avenue, 
and  it  was  offered  as  a  home  for  the 
blind  children  on  the  condition  that 
"Sunshine"  should  assume  two  liens 
whichfi  had  been  recorded  against  it. 
The  offer  was  accepted.  There  were  two 
mortgages  of  $5,000  each  at  5  per  cent. 
,  In  November  the  society  took  possession 
1  of  the  house. 


City's    Contribution   Only  $44   Out 
of  $150. 

Through  the  untiring  efforts  of  Mrs. 
Alden,  an  appropriation  of  $250  to  help! 
support  the  blind  babies  had  been  placed' 
in  the  city  budget,  but  only  $44  could  be 
drawn,  as  the  city  could  not  consider  the : 
children  destitute  if  a  parent  or  guardian 
was  able  to  provide  food  and  shelter  lor 
them,  entirely  overlooking  the  fact  that 
the  child  must  be  taught  the  simple  rulos 
of  life  if  its  life  was  to  be  worth  any- 
thing to  it.  Plans  at  once  were  made  tc 
jtry  to  have  a  new  interpretation  giv*>n 
the  word  "destitute."  It  seemed  wrong 
that  a  blind  child,  a  waif  thrown  upon 
the  city  for  its  care  and  maintenance, 
was  regarded  as  being  better  off  than 
the  child  that  had  some  one  to  keep  it 
from  starving. 

To  help  pay  off  the  mortgage  "envel- 
opes" were  distributed  and  in  this  way 
$1,000  soon  waa  raised,  mostly  in  dimes, 
but  at  this  time  the  financial  stringency 
struck  the  town  and  in  one  of  the  banks 
the  "Sunshine"  had  $2,000  tied  up.  Then 
the  raising  of  the  mortgage  became  a 
nightmare.  It  fell  due  in  December, 
1907.  Mrs.  Alden  had  the  evil  day  post- 
poned for  a  month.  Mrs.  R.  G.  Dun 
sent  a  check  for  $340,  and  $400  was 
borrowed  from  another  fund.  Mrs.  Lewis 
Luckenbacli  contributed  $400;  Dr.  Wal- 
ter A.  A.  Gardiner,  chaplain  of  tlie 
home.  $25.  a  friend.  $20,  Queen  Esther 
Sunshine  Circle  of  Brooklyn,  $103.  By 
this  time  $4,000  had  been  raised,  and 
then  Mrs.  John  Stanton,  who  had  prom- 
ised $1,000  when  $4,000  had  been  raised, 
gave  her  check  for  that  amount.  On 
Jan.  18,  1908,  the  first  mortgage  for 
$5,000  was  burned  in  the  Sunshine  Home 
for  Blind  Babies.  Cheers  ascended  with 
the  smoke. 

All  efforts  thereafter  were  directed  to- 
ward  raising  money   to   pay  off  the   re- 
maining mortgage  of  $5,000.     A  consid- 
erable acjiount  was  raised  and  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  April  last  "a  friend"  came  to 
the  rescue,  with  the  result  that  on  Mon- 
day, May  4,  of  this  year,  the  second  and 
last  mortgage,  much  to  the  gratification 
of  the  officers  of  the  society  and  to  their 
I  friends  also  was  burned.     Thus  were  the 
I  great  burdens  lifted  and  sunshine  in  all 
^truth  entered  the  home  and  its  life. 


Some  of  the  Pleasures  of  the  Sun- 
shine Babies. 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Greenhut,  of  Manhattaa. 
hag  inclosed  the  veranda  with  glass  and 
made  it  into  a  delightful  sun  playroom. 
The  little  blind  ones  have  all  sorts  of 
games  to  amuse  them,  and  also  many  use- 
ful things  to  do.  There  is  the  sewing 
class  in  which  both  boys  and  girls  are 
taught  to  handle  the  needle.  Then  there 
is  the  annual  planting  of  "bouncing 
betts"  in  the  sand,  and  in  season  bathing 
in  the  surf,  when  Annie  Bernstein,  a 
Hebrew  child;  Rachel,  a  little  Greek,  and 
Cornelius,  an  Irish  boy,  may  be  seen 
standing  in  their  bathing  costumes,  and. 
hand-in-hand,  listening  ,  to  the  music  of 
the  sea  as  it  swirls  up  on  the  sand,  and 
wondering:  "What  are  the  wild  waves 
saying" 

On  Christmas  morning  there  are  great 
goings-on.  The  toys  are  handled  with 
delight,  but  those  which  give  out  music 
of  any  kind  give  the  most  pleasure,  as  it 
naturally  should,  to  the  sightless  children. 
School  in  summer  is  held  out  on  the 
lawn,  when  and  where  the  children  learn 
to  read  "point."  Strangely  enough  the 
auprintendent  and  the  nurses  are  *'tickled 
to  death"  whenever  there  is  a  fight  in  the 
nursery.  After  a  blind  child  sits  for 
probably  six  months  in  the  nursery  with 
out  recognizing  the  fact  that  anybody 
else  is  there,  or  showing  a  glimmer  of 
intelligence,  it  is  natural  that  those  who 
look  after  it  should  reioioe  when  it  comes 
j  to  show  any  sign  of  pugnacity.  It  goesi 
[to  show  that  the  child  is  normal,  J 
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Babies    to    Have    Outing 

— ♦ — — 

.uiisniiie  Makers  to  Take  Afflicted  Infants  to  Central  Park' 
on  July  7— List  of  Those  Applying  for  Outdoor 
Trips  Too  Large  for  Present  Funds. 


1ST'  •■-* 


OF  all  work  done  by  the  Sunshine 
Soiiiety  that  for  the  iblind  babies 
seems  tto  appeal  most  "widely  to 
those  cutside  .helpers  ibut  for 
whose  •generous  contribu-tions  Sun- 
shine work  could  not  be  carried 
on  to  the  great  extent  that  it  ia. 
A'Diong  the  latest  friends  of  the  lolind  chil- 
3ren  must  be  numbered  »thc  Sigma  PJii  SIg-, 
ma  Club,  in  Brooklyji,  which,  tlirougii 
^liss  Irene  Kornic^  last  week  sent  in  %2. 

(Blind  babies  will  have  their  first  day 
outing  on  July  7  in  Central  T'ark.  Mrs. 
Rdwin  (J.  JTolman  1ms  special  charge  of' 
1;he  arrangements.  Automobiles  will  take 
the  children  to  the  park  in  the  morning, 
liiuhcheon  will  be  provided  for  tliam.  A 
.ride  through  )the  Park,  will.toe  a  delightful 
jfe&turfe  of  the  day  and  the  opportunity  to 
•■play  on  tlie  Uwnss  will  aiake  tlie  ibables 
very  .happy.  Mrs.  Caroline  Ebbits,  Mrs. 
Ja-me.s  Preater  and  woi-ker,«3  ^at  the  Sun- 
sliine  (Home  tfor  iBl'lnd  Babies  ,will  be  in 
Oiiarge  of  tho.  children.  ■  | 

.-  r^jsts  of  children  who  -are  looking  to  Sun- 
!shine  for  day  outings  .?ire  constantly  grow- 
ling and  'the  funds  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
ifre.sii  a'.r  workei-s  will  not  give  half  oX 
g-'hem  ■even  one  day  at  the  seashore. 
hi  iFricnds  are  requested  to  send  contri<bu- 
plions.  marked  "For  the  fresh  air  Wv;.i;k,"  to 
j:<J':  vision  .headiqu  Arters,  No.  321  Hooper 
isftreot,  iBrobklyn.  and  to  Sv-^nd  name  and  ad- 
Ui'e^s  with  <ontrfbntions.  It  Is  said  half 
[of  the  pleasure  in  receiving  the  gift  is  dn 
■pending  thanks  and  appreciation  for  ihs 
|liel;p  given  fn  the  work. 

f  Although  Memorial  Day  wj.s  rainy,  the 
|dc;g  sliow  of  tlic  1-ong  Tvsland  iKeanei  Cluib, 
[brought,  out  a  large;  crov.d.  The  gats  re- 
ifrpipts  iliavei  not  yet  been  announced,  ibut 
igeneral  headduartprs  alone \<-old  ma;re  thin 
;)$|00  worth  of  tick<  t.^.  It  wa.s  the  faigges* 
tion  of  'Dr.  John  E.  l.)srMa.nid  thai:  the  gate 
i-ec-ei])t«  bo  given  to  tlie  B'.]v,A  Baibles" 
^Home.  T!io  E,\-cjutive  Bolrd  oi  the  Inter- 
jn-ational  ;San.shineiSociety  is  thorcughiy  ap- 
preciative of  this  timely  heip. 
I  Ar.other  blind  «ba'by,  ttfteen  months  old, 
[Vas  sent  to  the  ho.me  on  Saturday  Ui.st. 
[This  una kt.s  twen-y-flve  cnildreu  and  eight 
[in  the   house  .staff  now.     The    building-  is 


r5c>~<:f6-n-ded  for  r?li?Ti  'a  fanmy.  >ur.  ^jvery*) 
Ijody  is  sunshiny  and  makes  t.'i^  ■oast  of 
if.  Thpve  arc  now  just  one  ■.lundred  onj 
the  waiting-  list.  "Whc^ii  a  chMd  becomes; 
Pig-lit,  years  of  affi?  it  is  ready  for  t.]ie  N'ew 
York  city  institution.  It  ^I'^duat^js  frc:mi 
\.he  kindergaricn  lud  5s  eent  1o  Ntw  Yor'c.j 
thus  lijav'.npr  an  cm-piy  crib.  Th6  «.'!illd! 
most  in  need  of  a  lioms  Is  then  sQlo-ctiSd 
from  tiir.'  'waiLJng  list.  ■«.>  there,  is  nevf'r  a 
Micaney  lu;-  more  than  two  days  at  a 
time. 

Air?.  Tregear.  the  superintendent  And 
graduate  nurs.^  in  charge,  has  in-.reassd 
I.er  house  staff  by  getting-  a  German  nurse, 
wlio  came  dlrf-ct  from  Germxny.  where  she 
had  four  years"  hospital  training.  'T»,'it/i  a 
year's  experisnce  in  a  clinij  for  the  blind 
in  that  eountry.  So  far  as  knOMTi.  phe  i? 
the  only  graduati-  iiurse  in  tho  United 
Slates  ivho  has  had  special  training  for  th. 
blind. 

Everything  possible  is  being  done  to  get 
a.  bed  in  the  Sanitarium  for  the  Blind 
BalDies,  so  that  -when  they  are  serio'usly  ill 
they  can  be  taken  away  from  the  home-| 
and  ha,ve  the  best  of  care.  For  contagious 
diseases  tacy  would  'have  to  be  quaran- 
tined at  the  home,  but  there  has  'been  no 
need  of  calling  a  physician  since  the  little 

ones  took  up  theln.aibode  in  I>yker  IH«lg:liti, 
the  care  of  the  resident  graduate  nux6«» 
havirg:  been  sutBdent  thus  far  to  -meet  all 
emergencies. 

j\f rs.  Alden  has  returned  from  the  tdnth 
annual  convention    of    the  Intematlon«l 
Sunshine  Society.  In  Houston,  Texafl.    Sh*^ 
reports  the  meeting  a  -great  Buccese,  about 
five  hundred  being  present.    There  w^rd. 
fourteen  delegates  from  New  York,  moatl.v'^ 
officers  of  the  society;   one  from  Maine,  ', 
two  from  Connecticut,  one  tfrora  Delaware,  , 
one  from  New  Jersey  and  the  remainder'' 
from   the   "Western   and    Southern  States. 
Attractive  land  in  Texas,  with  luni'ber  for 
erecting  a  building,  -was  given  the  society 
for  a  home  for  defective  and  feeble  nrinded , 
children.    More  land  was  given  in  Orangft  - 
county,  N,  Y.,  for  the  erection  of  bunga- 
lows for  fres'h  air  outings. 

Citizens  of  Houston  united  In  welcoming 
the  society  to  Texas,  In  recognition  of  ser- 
vl<3es  by  Sunshlner?  at  the  time  of  the 
Galveston  flood.  The  city  of  Galveston. 
lear)iing  that  no  other  day  could  be  glv«n 
to  visiting  that  place  except  Sunday,  e-\- 
tended  the  hospitality  of  the  city  to  th«i 
Sunshlner.«5  on  that  day,  and  acknov.iedg- 
ment  Avas  made  openly  in  meetings  that 
"Sunshine"  was  the  first  relief  comniitte* 
to  Sfsnd  help  ai  the  time  of  the  flood  ard 
the  j  last  to  disband.  The  delegates  t\ '.lo 
could  spend  Sunday  in  Galveston  v.ere  •en- 
tertained royally.  Some  of  the  party  took 
a  steamship  of  the  Mallory  line  for  Ne-.A 
[York  and  others  took  the  evening  train 
I  by  way  a!  St.  I^ouia  for  home.  Two  da>s 
'were  spent  In  New  Orleans,  wlion'  U\f^ 
1-iOul.s.iana  Division  of  the  Sunshine  So- 
ciety lield  Us  annual  convention,  so  iliat 
^^c    vt siting    delegates    niiglrt    be    presen;. 


Tlie  liospitallty  of  the  ciiy  oi  jNew  uricans" 
vas  extended  to  Sunshlners,  land  th^y  liyd 
a  dcli£?h't.ful  time  tliere.    Next  annnal  ron- 
vtntion  will  hn  held  in  New  York  ciiy  I  lie; 
lliijE-d  week  in  May,  1900. 

P.  Bernard,  F.  Brown.  .E.  Dowd.  T. 
Do'.vd.  F.  Fjoein.  A\".  Graham.  Roblvie 
Tves.  T.  Jackson,  B.  Ilartwig,  Y.  :\IiGuiri--. 
Jrviug  Rosenbluth.  H.  Rosenbluth,  K.  Ro- 
senblulli,  F.  Reardon  and  V/.  Vail,  all  m- 
ternrising-  Bensonhnr;?!  boy.s,  gave  a  Buf- 
falo Bill  .show  on  June  5  for  the  benrfit  o( 
the  blind  babies  in  a  tent  in  a  ^•aoa^a  I'  i 
in  Twenty-fiecond'  avenue,  near  Kighi>- 
fourth  street  The  show  was  a  §:re;4i. 
sucoes.'?. 

^Vefito^'er  T^iodge.  Annex  to  tlie  Sani- 
tarnim.  is  no^-  open  for  .Erneptft.  Mr.  Jarnp-?; 
M.  Kdsall.  Superintendent  of  f?el-.oj|?.  xif\fe\ 
and  ron  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Alden 
were  the  first  to  take  rooms. 

Miss  Anna  Louise  McFarland.  of  No,  411 
Second  street,  Brr>oklyn.  president  of  thr 
Sunshine  Hospital  Departmeni;.'  reports 
tiiat  her  ?tock  of  delicacies  and  also  her 
funds  are  exhausted,  bo  that  she  has  been 
unable  to  distribute  tny  of  the  mucji 
needed  and  appreciate**:  delicacies  ithnt 
meail  po  much  to  patients  in  the  ho* 
pitals  whose  friends  have  not  the  mean^ 
to  supply  such  Iningp.  All  Fhe  has  been 
able  to  distribute  lately  has  been  readingr 
matter  and  a  few  flowers  s^nt  by  owners 
of  Sunshine  gardens.  She  would  great!;- 
appreciate,     for     the     sake     of     suffering 

.patients,    contributions,    of   jelly,    fruit   or 
other  delicacies,  money  for  their  purchase 

land    also     larger     quantities     of     garden 

I  flower?. 
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— Attention  is  called  to  the'b(5x  in 
W.  H.  Brayton's,  grocery  store  for  con- 
tributions for  the  blind  babies  iiorn*^, 
a  branch  of  the  Inlet-national  Sun- 
shine Society.  This  home  is  the  only 
one  in  the  country  that  will  care  for 
any  blind  child  from  any  state.  All 
contributions  go  direct  to  the  fund 
ind  will  be  most  gratefully  received. 
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Sunshine  Society  Labors  to  Give 
Vacations  to  Poor  Childrm 


Mrs!  Alden  in  Appeal  Describes  Condition  of  Underfed  Pupils 
Who  Need  Fresh  Air  as  Well  as  Food— One- 
Kindness  Members  Help  Work. 


0  NE-KIND'NESS  members  of  the 
Sunshine  Society  are  those  who, 
unassociated  with  any  regula-r 
iSunshine  'circle,  entitle  them- 
selves to  membership  by  the 
doing  of.  one  kindly  deed  or  the 
:  ,•'-  gift  of  -a  contribution  for  Sun- 
9^Ine  w*ork.  It  is  upon  these  One-Kindness 
memljers  that  'headquarters  depends 
largely  for  additions  to  the  emergency 
fun<l  and  upon  these  unexpected  gifts  of 
money,  often  fro.m  unknown  sources,  that.j 
S'unshine  looks  for  relief  iwhen  the  treas-  i 
ury  is  empty.  To  the  One-Kindness  mem-/ 
bers  Mrs.  Alden  has  addressed  the  fol- 
lowing letter  of  appeal:— 

"No  doubt  you  have  (heard  of  the  dread- 
ful conditions  In  which  the  financial  panic 
of  a  while  ago  left  the  children  of  this 
great  oity,  so  I  ask  that  youi«  'One-Kind- 
ness' for  this  summer  be  turned  in  th« 
direction  of  the  little  folks.  This  morn- 
ing's papers  are  filled  with  the  reports  of 
the  starving  school  children  being  fed  by 
relief  cpmrnitflfees,  organized  through  the 
petition  of  one  of  our  sc'hool  superinten- 
dents. Hundreds  and  "hundreds  of  chil- 
dren go  hungry  to  sc'hool  without  having 
a.nything  to  eat,  many  only  a  cup  of  tea 
and  a  piece  of  dry  bread. 

"Our  Sunshine  work  has  spread  all 
through  the  schools,  and  -when  I  was  mak- 
ing a  visit  the  other  day  watching  the 
children  marching  and  singing,  a  little 
fellow  toppled  over  on  his  head  almost  at 
my  feet.  This  has  happened  several  times 
when  I  have  ^bcen  in  the-  schools  and  it 
seems  to  be  a  common  oC'C^lrrence.  His 
comipanions  gave  a  sidelong  glance,  then 
went  on  with  their  marching  and  singing. 
The  teacher  lifted  the  little  fellow  up  td 
a  bench  and  said:— 'I  suppose  he  has  had 
no  'breakfast;  maybe  the  children  will  di- 
vide their  luncSh  with  .him.' 


"He  soon  revived  and  took  hie  place 
again  In  the  line.  His  pale  face  and  thin 
han.is  haunt  me.  The  teacher  pointed  out 
a  girl  that  she  wants  to  place  on  the  list 
for  fresh  air,  saying  that  she  fainted  three 
times  a  week.  She  is  only  nine  years  old, 
but  she  is  wrinkled  and  withered  like  an 
old  woman. 

"I  shall  be  on  duty  all  summer  at  Ko. 
96  Fifth  avenue,  Manhattan.  I  cannot  go 
a-v^ay  so  long  as  there  is  any  'boi>e  of  my 
being  a:ble  to  get  the  means  to  send  groups 
Of  these  starving  bodle-s  'out  to  i>asture.' 

"Don't,  I  beg  of  you,  throw  this  ple«a 
£ftide.  Give  what  you  can,  if  it  is  only  five 
cents,  .for  ithat  will  pay  a  child's  car  fare 
to  the  boat,  and  we  often  lack  just  that 
«i»HO"^.t  when  getting  a  child  out  for  a 
two  weeks'  vacation.  I  will  communicate 
wltti  the  school  teachers  who  are  Sun- 
shlners,  and  they  will  furnish  me  the 
names  of  those  little  cnes  who  need  most 
the  fresh  air  and  food,  and  they  will  be 
sent  away  just  as  fast  as  the  means  to  do 
this  is  furnished  us.  Send  your  mite  just 
as  soon  as  you  can.  The  children  who  are 
suffering  the  most  just  now  are  of  gentle! 
families  who  have  never  known  ipoventy 
before,  not  knowing  what  way  to  turn, 
slowly  starving,  'hoping  daily  for  some- 
thilng  to  'happen  to  give  their  home  com- 
forts again. 

•'Five  dollars  will  give  a  child  a  two 
weeks'  Qutlng.  Any  smaller  amount  will 
help  to  make  up  the  $5,  so  send  your  mite, 
or  a  book  of  stamps,  for  they  mean  money 
to  us.  Twenty-ftve  dollars  will  give  a 
child  ten  weeks'  outing,  which  almost  In- 
sures its  recovery  if  it  'has  been  sick. 

"With  the  white  faces  and  starved 
bodies  of  these  little  ones  ever  before  me 
you  m-n-nnt  HI  erne  me  for  urglne  vou  to 
send  3-our  'One  Kindness'  dues  just  as  soon 
as  possible.  For  the  last  ten  days  quite  a 
number  of  us  have  been  on  duty  In  some 
kind  of  Sunshine  work  from  eaniy  in  the 
morning  until  eleven  o'clock  at  night.  Our 
funds  are  running  low  and  we  are  just  a 
little  overworked,  so  lend  us  j^our  aid." 

Among  recent  gifts  have  been  $2  from 
!iMrs.  Marguerite  Bale,  of  Brooklyn,  one 
dollar  toward  a  wheelchair  for  the 
elderly-  woman  whose  story  was  told  In 
the  Hkrald.  and  one  for  'the  fresh  air 
fund  in  memory  of  her  baby,  Albert  A. 
Bale;  a  "Blind  Kediies-'^Envelope,"  con- 
taining $5, 'ffITea"5y  Bessie  Rand,  of  Brook- 
lyn, only  eight  years  old,  to  whom  wa3 
sent  a  Sunshine  badge;  and  a  dressing 
comb  and  brush,  hand  mirror  and  a  pair 
of  curtains  for  the  international  room  at 
Westover  Lrodge,  from  Sunshine's  friend, 
"Brooklyn   Girl." 

'  An  excellent  opportunity  Is  contained  In 
the  offer  of  a  home  in  a  most  attractive 
country  village  about  two  hours  from  New 
York  by  rail  in  return  for  board  of  an 
old  woman.  This  offer  holds  good  until  her 
death.  The  village  contains  excellent 
schools  and  other  advantages.    The  house 


is  roomy  and  convenient,  and  tias  a  large 
garden,  where  most  of  the  vegetables, 
fruit,  &c.,  could  be  raised.  Full  particu- 
lars may  be  obtained  at  general  headqttar- 
■ters,  No.  96  Plft'h  avenue,  Manhattan,  or 
by  applying  to  Mrs.  E.  H.  Simmons,  No. 
461   Fifty-flrst  street,   Brooklyn. 

Miss  Helen  P.  Sellers  sent  $3  to  division 
■headquarters.  One  dollar  was  for  another 
year's  dues  as  a  member  of  life  saving 
I  station  No.  1,  and  the  second  dollar  was 
ladded  to  ithe  special  fund  now  'being  raised 
for  the  ifurnLshlng  of  a  room  at  the  new 
Westover  Lodge,  which  is  an  annex  to  the 
Sunshine  Sanitarium  at  Bensonhurst.  All 
are  very  anxious  to  get  this  Sunshine  room 
at  the  "Westover  Lodge  furnished  com- 
pletely as  s.oon  as  possible,  and  make  an 
appeal  for  rthe  folio-wing  articles  of  fumi* 
ture:— <A  small  square  table  suitable  for 
a  bedroom,  a  rug  8x12  feet,  a  -washstandr 
a  small  rocking  chair,  a  bedroom  chair,  * 
toilet  set  and  a  'beds-tead.  Any  one  wtio 
has  any  of  these  articles  or  who  is  willing 
to  contribute  a  mite  toward  their  purchase 
Is  requested  to  commomlcate  with  IMra. 
Nellie  E.  C.  Furman,  /Xo.  121  (Hooper 
street,  Brooklj'n. 

SUNSHINER. 
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Tailfleville    Benefit    for    Blind    Babies. 

The    entire    proceeds    of    thec^ffUW Grille 
performance  in  l#>e  Brighton   Bpach  Music 

^iJ'  ^\'%}^£S/^ '''  ^'"  ^^  donated  to  the 
I^ysJ^A^lmd  Babies,  Dyker  Height.'*. 
l^gWty-fourth  street  and  Thirteenth  ave- 
nue. Brooklyn.  The  blind  babies  wiU  be  in 
a  box  wheie  tlie;-  can  talk  to  the  youne: 
people  ^vho  niH\-  pas.<^  before  them.  Thf 
blind  clilldrpn  will  ;^ive  out  a  souAenir  to 
every  child  in  the  audience.  Little  Emma, 
eiffht  years  old.  ■nil!  be  hostess  for  the 
6a.y.  She  is  a  beautiful  child,  gentle,  re- 
fined and  lovp]y  mannered.  It  is  supposed 
she  w»|i  d^nerted  by  her  parent ji  hitc»uf# 
>=hr.  wan  blind.  The  iSllnd  Babies'  Home  l6 
uadenoinanationaL  j 


Broo^i^ru      l\f,^^    SlcLy^d^rci^ll-^'^o- 
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TO  HELP  THE  BLIND  BABIES. 


High  grade  vaudeville  performance, 
a  number  of  new  and  delightful  fea- 
tures on  the  programme,  one,  Buster 
Brown,  among  the  number,  will  be 
given  at  Brighton  Beach  Music  Hall, 
Brighton  Beach,  Aug.  3.  The  entire 
proceeds  will  be  donated  to  the  Home 
for  Blind  Babies,  Dyker  Heights, 
Eighty-fourth  street  and  Thirteenth 
avenue.  Joseph  A.  R.  Studwell,  presi- 
dent Intercity  Car  Advertising  Com- 
pany, 164-168  Montague  street,  is  the 
prime  mover  in  this  benefit.  It  is  the 
firs't  time  the  entire  gross  receipts  from 
any  entertainment  has  been  given  to 
the  charity.  A  big  ,crowd  is  assured, 
because,  the  price  is  only  25  cents.  The 
ticket  will  admit  the  bearer  to  the  en- 
tire performance.  The  blind  babies 
will  be  in  a  box,  where  they  can  talk 
to  the  young  people  who  pass  before 
them.  The  blind  children  will  give  out 
a  souvenir  to  every  child  in  the  audi- 
ence. Little  Emma,  8  years  old,  will  be 
hostess  for  the  day.  She  is  a  beautiful 
child,  gentle,  refined  and  lovely  man 
nered.  It  is  supposed  she  was  deserfedj 
by  her  parents  because  she  was  blind: 
The  Blind  Babies'  Home  is  undenomi- 
national. It  is  for  Catholics,  Jewish! 
and  Gentile  children;  they  are  one.; 
happy  family.  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover*^ 
Alden,  of  96  Fifth  avenue,  Manhattan, 
is  treasurer  of  this  charity,  which  now^ 
takes  care  of  all  the  blind  babies  of  the-; 
city,  as  well  as  all  the  blind  babies  who, 
could  pay  but  little  for  their  support,   i 


<^1UD  Of  Brooklyn  ^e  cun, 
thfnh(fi^s%pii^t  IKe  good  tim 
atUheVnJL'atiting,  which 


The  meirlbers  of  the  Blind  vN;oinan"; 
Club^  of  Brooklyn  ^e  cungratulaiing 
time  ihoy  had 
itiiig,  which  took  place 
Wednesday  at  Roekavvay  Beach.  The 
firooklynites  were  guests  of  tjhie  Man- 
hattan ASs^ij**i«a*^^r_the  BTind7"~**nie 
sig-htles/Sr^ones  enjoyed  switchbacl? 
rides  and  bathing.  Luncheon  and 
supper  were  served  on  the  beach.  The 
members  of  the  Blind  Woman's  Club 
of  Brooklyn  will  take  part  in  a  pLay 
written  by  a  blind  author.  Rudolpli 
Hutchinson.  It  is  entitled  "Want  a  Girl 
With  References,"  and  will  bo  pre- 
sented in  the  earlj-  winter.  The  object 
of  the  club  is  to  i^romote  social  inter- 
course among  the  blind  women  in 
Brooklyn,  and  to  help  the  poor  blind. 
Xt  was  organized  la.st  November  by 
Mrs.  Josephine  Austin,  of  22  State 
street,  who  is  president  of  the  club. 
The  members  of  the  latter  are  the 
Misses  Agnes  Young,  May  C'ooney, 
Maybelle  DeekCi\  Ella  Bertels.  Amelia 
Meiardiercks,  .Rhoda  Yeldmelo.  Martha 
Johnson.  Agnes  Stafford,  L.  Melar- 
decks.  Mrs.  Decker,  Mrs.  Rice,  Mrs. 
Polack.  Mrs.  Greenwood.  Mrs.  Austi^. 
Mrs.  Margaret  Yucker  and  Mrs.  Har^ 
riett.  J 
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D  BABIES  AT  BRIGHTON, 


Yesterday,  was ,^  pf<fctirally  "children  s 
day^  at  the  B;*^|:UMi  Bcath  Music  Hall, 
HTiditihe'^  lai'^e  then  Ire  wjis  crowded  to 
the  (ibors'at  the  nfternoon  performance 
Avith  women  and  childrfu.  who  had  p:ath- 
orcd  there  to  aid  one  of  Brooklyn's  most 
worthy  chu-ities.  For  weeks  the  Inter- 
national Sunshine  Society's  Dykpr 
Heights  branch  has  been  soling  tickets 
for   the  monster-  performance    in   aid   of 

Uhe    babies   which    was   given    yesterday 

Vfternoon. 

Manager  David  Robinson  had  contrib- 
uted the  use  of  thf>  theatre,  and  he  had 
the  entire  proj,'ramme  rendered  for  the 
bfuffit  n'  th^  lirM  t'lt-^.  r.ie  orchestrn 
■was  crowded,  and  in  the  boxes  at  the 
sides  were  the  blind  babies  with  the 
nurses  and  teachers.  These  especially 
enjoyed  the  musical  numbers. 
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mil  BABIES  CBIIIGS 

III  THEIR  OWN  BENEFIT 

■V     — 

Comments,    Out    Loud,    Vastly 

Amuse   Brighton   Beach 

Music  Hall  Crowd. 


SPECIAL  CAR  TRIP  A  DELIGHT. 


Every  Tot  Wanted  to  Be  a  Motorman. 

'Twas  a  Gross-Receipts  Benefit, 

Hall  Crowded. 


Fourteen  of  the  twenty-seven  blind 
babies  at  the  International  Sunshine  So- 
ciety Home  on  EJghty-fourth  street,  near 
Thirteenth  avenue,  are  big  enough  to  en- 
joy an  outing  and  a  matinee.  Every  one 
of  the  fourteen  had  an  afternoon  of  keen 
delight  yesterday.  Joseph  A.  R.  Studwell 
had  arranged  a  gross  receipts  benefit  for 
the  home  at  the  Brighton  Beach  Music 
Hall,  and  Manager  D.  L.  Robinson  had 
prepared  for  a  crowd  there.  At  1  P.M. 
sl.arp  a  special  car  tendered  by  the, 
B.  R.  T.  was  at  Thirteenth  avenue  and 
Eig||ty-fourth  street  for  the  blind  babies 
who  could  go  and  their  attendants.  MrsV 
Cynthia  M.  Tregear,  superintendent  of 
the  home,  had  supplied  all  the  youngsters^ 
with  flags,  and  they  were  all  on  tiptoe 
with  excited  interest. 

The  car  was  in  charge  of  an  inspector^. 
No  ordinary  conductor  would  do.  Super- 
intendent Button  was  doing  the  honors.*^" 
The  children  called  him  "Uncle  Dud- 
ieigh,"  and  he  didn't  object.  They  clam- 
bered aboard  the  car,  and,  in  five  min-, 
utes,  knew  as  much  about  its  interior 
arrangements    as    any    railroad    expert;. 

j  how  many  seats  it  had,  what  the  flooring^ 
was,  how  the  windows  differed  from  other 

I  cars  they  had  traveled  in,  and  how  it  was 


I  worked  by  the  motbrman.  In  fact,  befofCf? 
a  start  was  made  little  Cornelius,  who' 
still  gets  a  glint  of  light  through  slits  of; 
eyes  fast  closing  up,  was  caught  trying  to 
play  motorman  himself.  He  was  re- 
strained in  the  interest  of  public  safety. 
Half  a  dozen  of  the  tots  insisted  that  ^ 
they  would  be  motormen  or  conductors 
when  they  grew  up.  Mr.  Button  and  the^ 
I  inspector  couldn't  conscientiously  en- 
courage them. 

Mr.  Studwell  and  his  personal  friends 
had  raised  $100  to  make  the  event  a  sue-. 
iCess.  They  didn't  do  things  by  halves. 
[As  soon  as  Brighton  Beach  was  reached 
the  children  got  out  and  begin  to  "see" 
things. 

"Popcorn!"  exclaittied  little  Abraham. 

."How  do  you  know  it's  popcorn?" 
somebody  asked. 

"Huh!  Can't  I  smell  it?"  .  came  the 
jolly  answer.  I 

Candy  isn't  so  easy  to  smell  as  popcorn.i 
but  not  a  candy  stand  was  passed  that 
wasn't  noted  by  the  sightless  youngsters. 

Part  of  the  treat  was  cake  and  cream 
at  the  Pagoda.,  which  was  put  at  the 
exclusive  disposal  of  the  party.  The 
cream  was  of  several  colors.  The  blind 
children,  through  some  mysterious  sense, 
seem  to  know  one  color  from  another. 
They  made  some  mistakes,  but  on  the 
whole  were  pretty  near  right. 

The  Music  Hall  had  all  the  seats  filled, 
/and  a  lot  of  people  standing  up.  Tha 
show  was  good,  but  the  blind  babies  were 
almost   a  counter  attraction. 

When  one  of  the  Jacobs  dogs  barked 
Cornelius  exclaimed  out  loud:  "Oh,  ho, 
that's  the  funniest  dog-laugh  I  ever 
heard."  Then  the  audience  laughed,  too. 
The  children  have  been  taught  that  a 
bark   is   a   dog-laugh. 

When  a  clog  dance  stopped,  little  Anna 
cried  loud  enough  for  half  the  house  to 
hear:  "Rachel,  you  can  dance  better  than 
that."  Rachel  is  the  star  dancer  of  the 
Blind  Babies  Home.  She  is  not  a  pro- 
fessional, and  Anna  was  mistaken.  The 
clog  dance  was  all  right. 

The  babies  couldn't,  of  course,  enjoy 
everything  equally.  Juggling  has  to  be 
seen.  But  the  George  Primrose  minstrels 
and  every  other  musical  feature  made 
them  clap  their  hands.  The  'Buster  &s 
Co."    skit   was    also    appreciated. 

Manager  Robertson  said,  after  the 
children  had  started  for  home,  that  he 
would  find  seats  for  a  little  party  of  th? 
blind  babies  any  afternoon  except  Satur/ 
days,  this  season.  The  proceeds  of  thp 
benefit  for  the  Dyker  Heights  Home  wJM 
be  over  $300.  jr_ 


Sunflowef  Branch 
is^    pflSunsliine  Woik. 

'  Tm  ^»*n*»*v'8r  Branch,  which  is  composed 
of  ^he  older  children  at  the  Sunshine  Home 
for  Blind  Babifia— had,  a  sale  recently  in  th* 
kind1*P*^H'"Toornsarid  realized  about  $26. 
with  which  they  intend  to  purchase  neces- 
sary kindergarten  materials.  The  children 
like  to  feel  that  they  can  help  in  the  work 
for  their  development  and  care  and  will 
enjoy  their  school  work  so  much  more  when 
they  know  that  it  is  through  their  eftort* 
that  the  required  materials  are  the  result 
of    their    personal    efforts. 

Pretty  things  of  all  kinds  that  had  been 
sent  in  by  thoughtful  friends  together  with 
the  work  of  the  kindergarten  children  were 
placed  on  sale.  A  table  of  home-made  candy 
was  well  patronized;  and  as  the  day  was 
warm  lemonade  and  cake  that  was  sold  for 
a    small    fee,    was    well    patronized. 

'Mrs.    JDdwin    C.    Holman,    of    New   York,    and 

iMrs.     William     Beyer,     of     Bensonhurst.     were 

among     the     friends     who     came     to     help     the 

children,    and    to    add    their    share    toward    the 

merriment    of    the    afternoon. 

Harold     Ahearn,     one     of     our     little     blind 

pi  chaps,     took     charge     of     the-   new     merry-go- 

jj  round     that    was    given    the    children    by    the 

I  Loyal    Branch    of    New    York    City.      One    cent 

was     charged     for    a    ride,     and    Harold    kept 

calling      out      to      attract    riders.      When    none 

came    he   rode    alone,    and    found    that   a   good 

way     to     demonstrate    his     part    of    the    sale. 

His    demonstrations     brought     liberal    patron- 
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Blind  Babies  Give  Sale  and 

,  ,A  Raise  Funds  for  Their  Home 

/)tJ^  . 

Children    Sell    Lemonade,   Conduct  Merry-Go-Round   and 
Delight    Largfe   Crowd   of  Their   Friends — Free 
•  Bed  Wanted  for  Sunshine  Sanitarium.    ^ 


WKm       MONG  recent  gifts  to  Sunshine  to 

r^*3»'       help    in    the    work    of    scattering 

/\      cheer  have  been  $1  from  Miss  Mary 

/~\     McCoy,     president     of     Westover 

/      \    Branch,    Mlneola,    L.    I.,    for    the 

■        ^   blind  babies;  twenty-flve  cents  for 

the  same  little  ones  from  Mrs.  C. 

T.  Hudson;  $1  for  the  next  outing  of  the 

blind  children  from  Mrs.  Marguerite  Bale 

in  memory  of  Albert  H.  B.;  fifty  cents  for 

the    emergency    fund    from    "A    Lover    of 

Children,"   and  $1  from  Sunbeam  Branch, 

Mrs.  Mary  H.  Purdy,  president,  for  annual 

State  division  dues. 

In  response  to  a  request  of  a  Sunshiner 
a  wheel  chair  has  been  loaned  by  the 
Southern  division  to  a  young  girl  suffering 
from  lack  of  circulation,  who  has  a  groat 
longing  to  be  taken  out  into  the  fresh  air 
once  or  twice  more  wlfcile  it  is  possible. 

Latest  report  of  the  Olive  Branch,  of 
Middleton,  records  mahy  calls  on  the  ill 
and  shut  ins,  gifts  of  money,  clothing, 
liowers,  reading  matter,  ice  cream  and  let- 
ters to  the  poor  and  convalescent;  $5  to 
the  Convalescent  Home,  $6  to  a  mother  In 
great  need  and  $2  to  another  poor  woman. 
It  is  wonderful  what  little  folks  can  do 
when  they  make  up  their  minds.  Recently 
the  older  blind  children  of  Sunshine  Home 
for  Blind  Babies,  who  compose  the  Sun- 
flower Sunshine  Circle,  gave  a  sale  in 
their  kindergarten  rooms.  Almost  any  one 
would  say  that  the  middle  of  August  is  a 
very  poor  time  for  a  sale  in  the  city,  but 
It  proved  to  be  a  very  profitable  time  for 
the  babies  to  have .  their  sale.  The  day 
was  very  warm,  but  that  made  better  sales 
for  the  lemonade  booth,  which  charged 
only  a  small  fee  for  a  glass  of  the  refresh- 
ing beverage,  with  a  piece  of  cake.  Of 
'course,  every  visitor  wanted  a  glass  of 
lemonade  with  the  babies. 

Homemade  candies  also  lurea  many 
dimes  and  quarters  from  the  open  purses 
of  the  friends  who  came  to  the  sale,  and 
the  pretty  fancy  articles  donated  by 
thoughtful  friends,  together  with  the 
things  made  by  the  children  in  the  kinder- 
garten, soon  found  ready  purchasers. 

Harold  Ahearn  took  chare  of  the  merry- 
go-round  that  was  given  to  the  children 
by  the  Loyal  Branch,  of  Manhattan.  One 
cent  was  charged  for  a  ride,  and  when 
Harold  could  not  induce  the  visiting  chil- 
dren to  ride  by  calling  out,  he  rode  alone  I 
to  demonstrate  how  nice  it  was.  His 
demonstrations  brought  liberal  patronage. 
At  the  close  of  the  day,  when  all  the 
friends  had  gone  it  was  found  that  $28  had 
been  realized.  With  this  money  Sunflower 
Circle  will  purchase  necessary  materials 
for  t)ne  kindergarten  work  for  the  coming 
school  year.  It  pleases  the  children  to 
think  they  can  help  in  the  work  that  Is 
being  maintained  for  their  care  and  de- 
velopment. Besides  it  is  fun  for  them  "to 
keep  store,"  and  nicer  to  have  real  things 


to   sell    for   real   money   than   just   "make 
believe"  things  and  money. 

When  the  indebtedness  of  the  Sunshine 
Sanitarium  is  cleared  the  earnings  will  tae^ 
placed  in  an  emergency  fund  from  which 
Sunshine  can  draw  as  Its  help  is  required. 
In  the  meantime  jthere  should  be  at  least 
one  free  bed,  although  more  could  be  used. 
It  takes  $5,000  to  endow  a  bed,  and  to  raise 
that  sum  auxiliaries  are  being  formed. 
Any  one  may  become  a  member  of  an  aux- 
iliary by  paying  a  dime  a  month,  either 
monthly,  semi-annually  or  annually. 
I  These  auxiliaries  have  already  created  a 
jfund  that  is  promising  very  practical 
{results;  but  $5,000  Is  a  large  sum  of  money 
I  to  raise  in  dimes. 

Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C.  Furman,  of  No.  121 
Hc¥)per  street,  Brooklyn,  Is  in  charge  of 
these  auxiliaries,  and  will  be  ;?lad  to  have 
any  one  communicate  with  her  and  send 
a  dime  toward  this  Sunshine  undertaking. 
Some  one  has  suggested  that  "free  bed" 
savors  too  much  of  cold  charity,  and,  as 
Sunshine  has  no  intention  of  being  a 
charity  or  of  making  persons  feel  they  are 
th^  recipients  of  charity,  perhaps,  it  would 
be  just  as  well  to  think  of  these  endowed 
beds  as  "good  cheer"  beds. 

V/estover  Lodge  is  a  fine  home.  Its  broad 
piazzas,  the  hospitable  atmosphere  one 
(feels  as  soon  as  the  threshold  is  crossed, 
and  the  bright,  cheery  rooms  immediately 
[impress  one  with  the  restfujness'  and 
'homelike  nature  of  the  new  Sunshine  rest 
home.  One  can  scarcely  realize  how  love- 
ly it  is  until  a  visit  of  a  few  days,  a  week, 
or  longer,  is  experienced.  Miss  Nellie 
'Booz,  of  I^'airfleld,  X.  J.,  who  has  been  an 
active  Sunshine  w'orker  for  several  years, 
has  been  spending  a  portion  of  her  vaca- 
tion at  Westover  Lodge  with  friends.  Shej 
Is  ready  to  confess  that  she  did  not  know] 
it  would  be  half  so  nice  until  she  had 
come  to  live  at  the  lodge  for  a  time. 

Seeing  the  many  requirements  at  thei 
Lodge  for  its  completeress  and  al.so  at 
the  Sunshine  Sanitarium.  Miss  Booz  is  ar-i 
ranging  to  hold  a  lawn  fete  on  the  piazza 
and  lawn  on  Saturday  afternoon  and  even- 
ling,  September  12.  All  Interested  in  Sun- 
jsiiine  are  invited  to  attend.  There  will  bo 
j refreshments  on  sale  as  well  as  pretty  i-nd 
1  useful    articles,    and    the   proceeds    of   the 


sale  will  be  devoted  to  perfecting  the  fur- 
jnishlng  of  both  houses.  Contributions  of 
(salable  articles  of  all  kinds  will  be  wel- 
Icomed.  These  may  be  sent  at  any  time  to 
Miss  Nellie  Booz,  Westover  Lodge,  Crop- 
sey  and  Twenty-third  avenues,  Besnson- 
hurst,  and  should  be  marked,  '"For  the 
Sunshine  lawn  tete." 

There  is  to  be  another  benefit  for  the 
blind  babies  on  August  26.  It  is  to  be  held 
at  Captain's  Pier,  Bath  Beach.  Store  w-in- 
dows  .of  Bath  Beach  and  of  Bensonhurst 
are  displaying  posters  telling  about  the 
benefit,  giving  the  names  of  those  w^ho  are 
to  appear  and  extending  most  cordial  in- 
vitations for  patronage.  Admission  to  be 
charged    is    nominal,    and    as    everybody  [ 


loves  the  blind  babies  it  is  felt  that  th€B 
friends  who  have  undertaken  to  give  the 
I  benefit  v.ill  have  a  large  collection  of 
quarters  pouring-  into  their  coffers. 

If  this  benefit  Is   as  well    patronized  as 
the  one  recently  given  at  Brighton  Beach 
a  large  sum  will  be  realized.     That  enter- 
tainment has  turned  in  $511  for  the  babies. 
SUNSHINER.    , 
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•    c.b.cning    to    the    Surf    on    the    Beach. 

LAST  week  an  Interesting  and  path€!tlc 
sight  wA  seen  at  Brighton  Beach. 
It  was  a  party  of.  little  Ijlind  chil- 
dren learning  to  swim.  They  tad  come 
from  the  Plome  for  Blind  Babies  at 
Dyker  Heights,  Brooklyn. 

These  poor  little  children  conld  not  see 
the  surf  tumbling  in  wifh  great  foaming 
rollers.  They  never  before  had  been  lad  out 
on  the  beach  to  feel  the  cool  water  lapping 
round  their  tiny  feet  and  legs. 

At    first    they    were    frlgbtened    by    the 
thunder  of  the  waves,  and  when  the  surf 
©tfuck  them  and  rolled  them  over  tbey  cried 
out  In  fear.     For  there  Is  nothing  so  timid  '' 
AS  a  blind  child.  ' 

But   little   by   little   they   became   accns- ' 
tomed   to  the   feeling   oi   the   cool  lapping' 
waves,  and  then  they  gurgled  and  ehputed 
in  a  new-found  Joy. 

Patiently  the  nurses  and  superintendent 
taugbt  the  little  ones  to  trust  themselves 
to  the  buoyant  salt  water,  and  to  take  the 
first  swimming  strokes. 


I  After  a  few  trials  some  of  them  swam 
Jlka  little  ducks.  Then  their  Joy  w*.s  na- 
Ibonndcd.  All  througb  the  latter  part  of  the 
Summer  the  kindly  superintendent  is  gotuff 
to  continue  these  weekly  outings  at  the 
beacli  for  her  little  charges.  ^ 

'  This  Is  but  a  small  part  of  the  beneficent 
work  that  is  being  done  for  blind  babies  by 
this  home.  ' 

The  Blind  Babies*  Home  Is  the  charity 
to  whlcb  Mme.  irelba  has  decided  to  give 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  her  autographs 
in  America.  It  is  a  branch  of  the  Interna- 
tional Sunshine  Society,  of  which  Mrs,  Cyn- 
tbla  WestOTer  Alden  is  the  founder  and 
president.  The  new  home,  Into  wbich  the 
Institution  mored  last  October,  Is  a  pretty, 
modern  three-story  cottage. 


Ilorp  there  la  g.ituered  a  band  of  children. 
most  of  whom  are  as  bright  and  playful 
as  a  person  would  care  to  see  anywhere. 

There   are   a   few   exceptions,    however 

little  newcomers,  who  nave  next  yet  learned 
to  join  In  the  games  and  exercises  of  the 
trained  children.  Pointing  to  five  of  these 
new  arrivals,  the  Superintendent  eaid  the 
other  day: 

"Yes,  they  do  appear  listless,  bait  that  Is 
only  because  they  are  untrained,  not  that 
they  are  In  the  least  deficient  mentally. 
On  the  contrary,  three  of  them  are  unnsu> 
ally  Intelligent.  If  the  mind  of  a  blind 
child  is  not  developed  it  becomes  an  Idiot 
of  the  worst  kind." 


It  was  the  knowledge  of  that  fact  that 
caused  Mrs.  Alden  to  establish  this  hOTne 
as  a  nmrsery  and  tlndergarten  for  blind 
children.  As  New  York  makes  no  provis- 
ion for  blind  children  nnder  the  age  of 
eight  years,  they  are  taken  in  charge  by 
institutions  for  the  feeble  minded.  As  a 
consequence  their  minds  remain  undevel- 
oped and,  however  Intelligent  the  child 
may  have  been  naturally  hetqfe  It  reaches 
its  eighth  birthday  It  becomes  a  hopeless 
Wlot. 


Enjoying  the  "Sights"  from  a  Brighton   Beach  Trolley  Car. 

Three  years  ago  this  work  was  started 
In  a  little  three-room  flat  on  East  Seventy- 
eighth  street.  New  York,  at  an  eixpense  of 
$3  a  week.  Since  then,  thanks  to  kindly 
friends,  the  institution  has  thrived.  Sun- 
shine members  far  and  near  have  taken 
part  in  the  furnishing  Qf  the  home.  Moth- 
ers, In  their  great  sympathy  for  slghtlesa 
children,  have  parted  with  articles  they 
have  treasured  for  years. 

ITiough  most  blind  babies  are  not  prop- 
erly trained  by  their  parents,  there  has 
never  been  found  a  case  where  the  blind 
child  was  cruelly  treated  in  its  own  home. 
Many  of  the  children  come  from  extremely 
poor    people. 

The  assistant  teacher  toncheyl  the  piano 
and  the  children,  after  marching  around 
the  room,  took  position,  each  child   beside 


Its  own  chair.  Another  rote  on  the  piano, 
and  the  chairs  were  drawn  out  and  each. 
child  took  Its  goat  at  the  low  kindergarten 
tabic. 

But  when  tha  time  came  for  the  five  Ut- 
tle  newcomers  to  take  the  floor  It  was  very 
different.  Mrs.  Tregear  had  to  speak  to 
them  several  times  befora  she  could  gain 
the  attention  of  any  of  the  five. 

Two  she  had  almost  to  lift  to  their  feet. 
And  what  a  difference !  Groping  with 
their  hands,  fueling  with  their  feet  and 
with  a  strained  expression  of  fear  on  their 
faces  they  moved.  As  far  as  one  could  see 
them  they  would  be  recognized  as  blind. 

"Hopeless?"  the  superintendent  smiled 
and   bhnok    her  head.      ''S-o   Indeed.      It   la 


Black  and  White  Play  Happily  Together. 
elow  work,  but  by  no  means  hopeless.  A 
few  more  weeks  and  they  will  be  as  cheer^ 
ful  and  fearless  as  the  othew.  Some  lire, 
quicker  than  others,  as  jon  will  see,  bu'C 
they  are  all  able  to  learn."  , 


widespread  Interest  in  the  plan  and  in 
4at  ^ay  to  bring  about  the  concurrent 
massage  of  sioailiu:  laws  In  all  the  States 
that  the  Commission  has  asked  the  co- 
operation of  women. 

"This  movement,"  says  Dr.  Lewis,  "U 
exceedingly  practical.  It  has  for  some 
time  been  well  known  by  physicians  that 
over  one-fourth  of  all  existing  blindness  Is 
due  to  an  Infection  In  the  eyes  of  the 
new-horn  babe  for  which  an  asolute  pre- 
Tontative  Is  known.  The  necessity  of  Im- 
mediate action  Is  obylous.  A  concerted 
niovemeat  is  now  going  on  iu  all  the  {States, 
end  It  is  hoped  that  laws  will  be  passed 
either  this  year  or  next." 


BrooilLx/rv    N.  ^.  Sioin^d^^y-d'  Un-^oi^ 


•T:N1tKIAINIYItlMI   lilVtN 

FOR  BLIND  BABIES'  HOME. 


For  the  benefit  of  the  Blind  Babies'; 
Home,  Eleventh  avenue  and  Eighty- 
third  street,  DyHer  Heights,  an  enter- 
^air^ment  and  rjjfeception  was  given  at 
'€Jiipiain's  Pier,  path  Beach,  last  night. 
Thei  *entert|Lin#ient  programme  was 
ma#e  up  of  a  Migh  class  vaudeville  bill 
whfch  included  professional  talent. 
Tv#3  boxing  bouts  and  a  wrestling 
match  were  included. 

Among  the  organizations  represented 
were  the  Bath  Beach  Swimming  Club.. 
Bath  Beach  Pleasure  Club,  Bath  Beach 
Ball  and  Field  Club,  Marine  and  Field 
Club,  Brooklyn  Rowing  Club,  Chatter 
Euchre  Club,  Ben  Machree  Boat  Club 
Borough  Park  Club,  Dyker  Heights 
Country  Club,  Glenmore  Athletic  Club, 
Charitas  Club,  Young  Folks'  League, 
Adelphia  Club,  National  Union,  Odd 
Fellows,  Masons,  Hebrew  Ladies'  Aux- 
iliary, Brooklyn  Yacht  Club,  Arcanum 
Yacht  Club,  Harway  Boat  Club,  Royal 
Arcanum  Yacht  Club,  Holy  Name  So- 
ciety, Fort  Lowry  Yacht  Club.  Nauti- 
lus Boat  Club,  Ariel  Boat  Club,  Lef- 
ferts  Park  Improvement  League  Na- 
varre Athletic  Club,  Crescent  Athletic  i 
Club  and  the  Tuesday  Euchre  Club,      j 


Jt   ^.    he^rc^id     H-rookl^^^    tsil-Z\o 
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Blind  Babies  Aid  in  Making 

Sunshine  Lawn 
Fete  tor  Charity  a  Success 


More  Than  SlOO^Is  Raised  for  Sani- 
tarium and  j^ed  Fund  by  Fes- 
Td  Card  Party. 


'L."B  folk  who  live  In  perpetual 
darkness,  but  whose  lives  at  the 
Blind  Babies'  Home  in  Bensonhurst 
have  been  brightened  by  the  Inter- 
national Sunshine  Society,  whose 
'special  wards  they  are,  were  an  im- 
portant factor,  one  week  ago  yes- 
terday, in  making  successful  the  lawn  f$te 
in  Bensonhurst  under  direction  of  Mrs. 
Mary  D,  Seattle,  secertary  general  of  the 
International  Sunshine  Society;  Mrs.  Nel- 
lie E.  C.  Farman,  chairman  of  the  Exec- 
utive Board  and  prestdent  of  the  Southern 
Division,  and  Miss  Nellie  Booz,  president 
of  the  branch  at  Fairvlew,  N.  J. 

It  was  the  purpose  of  this  gathering  of 
Sunshine  friends  to  help  raise  a  fund  for 
emergency  cases  at  the  Sunshine  sani- 
tarium at  Bensonhurst.  The  grounds  were 
iecorated  with  bunting,  flags  and  many 
:olored  garlands.  The  booths,  where  all 
jorts  of  fancy  and  useful  articles  were  for 
lale,  were  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Dr.  Lamadrld, 
)f  Brooklyn,  and  Miss  G.  B.  Welch,  of 
.Manhattan;  Mrs.  J.  H.  Dards,  of  Mount 
V^ernon,  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Beattie  and 
tAisB  Marie  Beattie,  who  sold  pretty  things 
for  from  one  to  ten  cents.  Mrs.  Louise 
Mead,  of  Brooklyn,  was  in  charge  of  a 
table  that  displayed  all  sorts  of  dainty 
wear  for  Infants.  Miss  Booz  cleared  a 
satisfactory  sum  from  the  sale  of  fancy 
articles.  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden, 
president  general  of  the  society,  had  the 
rummage  table,  which  caused  much  fun  as 
well  as  added  to  the  receipts  of  the  day. 
Mrs.  Agnes  Schull  Oram,  assistant  treas- 
jrer  of  the  society,  guarded  the  entrance 
to  the  grounds  and  collected  a  dime  fronx 
avery  one  who  entered,  giving  a  tag  ae 
receipt  for  the  entrance  fee.  The  Ice  cream 
table  proved  very  attractive  and  kept  Mrs. 
gyi,  of  Manhattan,  busy  all  the  afternoon. 
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When  the  shades  of  twilight  warned  the 
workers  of  the  approach  of  night  most  of 
the  friends  departed,  while  others  re- 
mained to  dine  at  the  sanitarium.  When 
Mrs.  Green  announced  that  almost  one 
lundred  dollars  had  been  raised  an  im- 
promptu euchre  was  planned,  with  a  tv/en- 
ty-five  cent  fee  to  be  charged  each  player. 
It  made  a  pleasant  pastime  for  the  even-j 
ing  and  added  more  than  sufflcient  to  clearj 
the  hundred  dollars. 

This  money  will  be  divided  between  the 
emergency  fund  for  the  sanitarium  and 
the  Sunshine  Free  Bed  Fund.  On  Friday 
a  patient  who  is  unable  to  meet  all  the  ex- 
penses of  her  Illness  entered  the  sanita- 
rium and  the  fund  wilUbe  devoted  to  gir-i 
ing  her  tne  treatment  and  care  so  essential' 
to  her  recovery. 

Miss  N.  Li.  Fogarty,  of  Bensonhurat, 
brought  her  blind  baby  mite  box  to  the 
lawn  fete.  When  it  w^as  opened  it  was 
found  to  contain  $23.22. 

The  older  children  were  at  the  f6te  and 
entertained  with  songs  and  fancy  dancing. 
Mrs,  Dards'  large  automobile  brought  them 
over  from  the  home  and  carried  them  back 
at  the  close  of  the  day.  Cornelius  said  it 
was  a  fine  automobile,  for  it  did  not  break 
down  once  during  the  rido. 

Five  of  the  little  folks  who  had  grad- 
uated from  the  kindergarten  for  blind 
babies  entered  the  New  York  State  School 
for  the  Blind  Monday. 

Among  those  who  helped  (by  contributing 
articles  for  the  lawn  fgte  were  Mrs.  Walter 
L.  Star,  of  Newark,  N.  J.;  Mrs.  Charles 
Kissam,  of  Brooklyn;  Mrs,  Laura  T.  Col- 
well,  Brooklyn;  Mrs.  Edwin  C.  Holman, 
Manhattan;  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Fairbanks  and 
Mrs.  S.  S.  Randall,  of  the  Bronx;  Miss  H.I 
J.  Bloomlngdale,  Hornell,  N.  Y.;  Mrs.  LI.  E.' 
Topham,  Brooklyn;  Mrs,  C.  C.  Mould,  Miss 
Emma  Vulan  and  Mrs.  L.  V.  Gould,  of 
Mattituck,  L.  I. 

Brooklyn  Branch  No.  5  Is  the  first  bor- 
ough bran'ch  to  call  its  memTjers  together 
for  -a,  meeting  after  the  long  summer  va- 
cation. The  members  and  friends  of  the. 
Branch  are  Invited  to  attend  this  firsti 
gathering,  which  will  be  held  at  division  | 
headquarters,  No,  121  Hooper  street,  near 
Bedford  avenue,  on  "Vyednesday,  Septem- 
ber 23.  at  two  o'clock.  Mrs.  Nellie  Pole,v 
president  of  the  Branch,  will  preside.  There 
will  be  a  short  musical  programme,  with 
addresses  on  "What  Has  Been  Done  by 
Sunshine  Through  the  Life  Saving  Work" 
and  "What  the  Fresh  Air  Work  Has  Been 
Doing  During  the  Summer."  Plans  and 
Suggestions  for  the  fall  and  winter  work  of 
the  Branch  will  be  considered. 

Six  little  girls,  under  the  leadership  of 
Mrs.  H.  D.  Watson,  of  Flatbush,  raised 
^3  for  the  blind  babies  by  giving  a  sale. 
They  had  a  good  time  and  took  the  money 
over  and  delivered  it  to  the  president  of 
the  Sunflower  Branch,  Eijnma  Kingsland 
(blind).  Emma  in  turn  passed  It  over  to 
the  trea-surer  to  be  banked.  The  money 
w<as  devoted  to  summer  outings. 


After  tuc  iDeneflt  for  th©  'blinia  babies 
held  at  B;-ishtcn  Beach  Music  Hall,  In 
August,  'vlies  Josephine  Gregror^-  ap- 
proached Islrs.  Edwin  C.  Holman,  wife  of 
the  field  fc'?crdt&ry,  and  wanted  to  know 
what  she  <  ould  do  to  help.  She  has  al- 
ready taken  the  ilrst  step  toward  forming 
a  Sunshine  'bratnch  among  her  friends. 
Each  irerrber  of  the  circle  has  a  blind 
jbaby  envelope.  Besides  persuading  their 
I  friends  to  contribute,  each  one  will  drop 
In  &  coin  to  bring  sunshine  every  day  It, 
rains  or  snows.  I 

'  Suggestions  are  asked  from  every  mem-' 
ber,  branch  and  officer  for  ways  to  clear, 
oft  the  mortgage  on  the  International  Sun- 
shine Homes.  Workers  ought  to  raisei 
S50,000  in  the  next  two  years.  Then  the: 
hospital  will  be  clear  of  debt,  all  obliga- 
tions met,  and  thereafter  the  income  from 
these  institutions  can  be  used  in  the  do- 
ing of  good.  Now  everything  Is  turned 
.toward  meeting  the  obligations. 


Some  one  suggested  having  a  Sunshine 


calendar  beginning  with  the  year  which 
gives  ?100.  Mrs.  Alden  says  she  Is  willing 
to  be  the  year  and  give  the  money  to 
start  th©  calendar.  The  year  finds  twelve 
months,  who  each  give  $12.  Each  month 
finds  four  weeks,  each  of  which  gives  $12. 
Each  week  must  find  seven  days.  The 
days  each  get  twenty-four  hours,  each 
hour  to  turn  In  $12  annually.  The  hours 
find  sixty  minutes  and  the  minutes  get 
sixty  seconds,  each  one  to  give  the  $12  a 
year. 

At  the  Board  meeting  of  th©  Interna- 
tional Sunshine  Society  at  general  head- 
quarters. No.  96  Fifth  avenue,  Manhattan, 
on  Monday  afternoon,  by  vote  of  the 
Board,  it  was  decided  to  hold  the  next  an- 
nual convention  of  th©  society  at  Benson- 
hurst;  in  the  assembb''  rooms. 

With  the  opening  of  the  schot)!  year 
Sunshine  must  consider  what  is  to  b©  done 
with  the  blind  children.  During  the  sum- 
mer they  have  had  the  "playhouse"  In 
Twelfth  avenue,  Dyker  Heights,  where 
there  are  a  large  schoolroom  and  dormi- 
tories for  the  nursei-y  children,  in  which 
the  preliminary  kindergarten  training  has 
been  conducted.  The  fund  for  the  rental 
'of  the  house  Is  about  exhausted.  All  the 
children  cannot  be  accommodated  in  th© 
Sunshine  Home,  for  there  are  so  many  of 
them;  but  if  they  must  give  up  th©  "play 
house"  some  of  these  children  will  have 
to  be  sent  home,  which  means  that  they 
^ill  be  denied  the  care  and  training  so 
essential  for  the  blind.  Th©  great  prob-J 
lem  now  confronting  Sunshine  is  what  tol 
do  for  a  school  house.  SUNSHINER.  J 


^  == 


^ 


THE  BLIIDBAIS. 


Inmptea     of.    Sunshine      Home     Were 
dues%  V  of     the     Circle     Theatre, 
mlartnattan,    and    Greatly    En- 
V joyed    Music   and   Jokes, 


While  the  Sunshine  fresh  air  work 
closes  when  the  public  schools  open, 
thet  fresh  air  committee  connected 
with  the  Sunshine  Home  for  Blind 
Babies'  stands  ready  to  be  called  upon 
at  any  time  during  the  year  to  act 
as  chaperone  for  the  babies  whenever 
they  have  an  opportunity  to  go  on  a 
pleasure  trip. 

Their  latest  excursion  was  in  ac- 
ceptance of  the  invitation  of  Mr. 
Story,  press  representative  of  the 
Circle  Theatre,  New  York  City, 
through  whose  courtesy  a  box  was 
reserved  for  the  children  and  their 
chaperons  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  at 
a   performance    of   "School   Days." 

Mrs.  James  Preater,  Mrs.  Louise 
Mead,  Mrs.  Dr.  Lamadrid  and  Mrs. 
Nellie  E.  C.  Furman,  chairman  of  the 
fresh  air  committee,  were  in  charge 
of  the  party.  / 

Although  the  children  could  not  see 
the  play,  they  were  very  attentive  to 
the  music  and  to  the  jokes,  and  had 
a   most    delightful    afternoon. 

These  delightful  little  excursions 
that  bring  the  children  into  touch 
with  the  great  big  world  that  seems 
so  far  removed  from  their  pretty 
home  at  Dyker  Heights,  is  a  help  in 
their  education  and  broadens  the 
mind  of  each  little  child. 

Every  step  of  the  journey  from 
their  home  to  Columbus  Circle  was 
full,  of  interest  for  the  children. 
ON^stions  of  all  kinds  about  elevated 
railroads,  subways,  trains  and  bridges 
were  put  to  those  in  charge  of  the 
party,  and  not  infrequentially  ques- 
tions that  were  very  difficult  to  an- 
swer were  asked.  It  takes  those  who 
^re    awake    to    every    interest    in     the 


living,   moving   world    to   meet  the  in- 
quiries   of    the    blind    children.      Being 
"eyes"    for    them    is    not    play;    but    it 
is   such   a   pleasure    to    see    their   keen' 
[interest   in   everything  about   them. 
I      Mrs.  Louis  B.  Campbell   will   be  the 
1  hostess    at    the    first    autumn    meeting 
of   the    Board     of    Managers     for     the 
I  Southern    Division,    New    York    State, 
I  which     will     be     held     at     "Westover 
Lodge,"      Cropsey     avenue     and     Bay 
Thirty-Second    street,    Bensonhurst,  on 
I  Monday,    October    12th.       Members    of 
I  the    board    are    invited    to    a    chafing- 
j  di^h    luncheon    at    1    o'clock    and    the 
[  business    session    will    follow    the    re- 
past. 

Plans  for  the  annual  State  meeting 
i  to  be  held  in  November  will  be  made 
at  this  meeting.  Every  branch  is 
given  early  notice  of  the  "annual"  so 
as  to  be  ready  to  send  a  large  delega- 
tion  to  the  meeting. 

On  Tuesday,  October  13th,  a  meet- 
ing of  the  blind  babies'  board  and  the 
board  and  council  meeting  of  the  In- 
ternational Sunshine  Society  will  be 
held  from  2:30  to  6  p.  m.,  at  general 
headquarters,  96  Fifth  avenue,  New 
York     City.        Refreshments     will     be 


j  served   at  4:30. 
[  in    Sunshine    is 
council. 


Everybody   interested 
welcome    to    meet    in 
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LONG  ISLAND  CITY. 


fforts    Shodid    be    Made    to    Establish 
Branches  |ai  jThi^JNoble  Associa- 
tion   riVWl    Sections   o^ 

the  Borough.  ' 


In  making  a  new  enrollment  of 
branches  at  Southern  Division  head- 
quarters, it  was  found  that  while  there 
are  so  many  branches  in  Brooklyn  and 
also  in  New  York,  there  is  not  a 
branch  recorded  in  Long  Island  City. 
It  was  quite  a  surprise  to  the  workers 
at    headquarters,    for    we    all    felt    sure 
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there  must  be  enough  individual  Sun-  ' 
slinen-s  to  make  at  least  oi\-fe  branch. 
IG  only  takes  ten.^  form  a  branch, 
m\a  OUT  president/^Irs.  Nellie  E.  C. 
Pf^urman,  expressed  a  wish  that  we 
might  have  a  bra.nch  organized  at  once 
so  that  it  can  be  ehroiled  before  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  division  in  No- 
vember. 

Let  Us  start  at  work  for  this  or- 
ganization at  once.  It  is  such  a 
simple  matter  to  form  a  Sunshine 
branch  that  nobody  will  have  any 
trouble. 

First,  every  one  in  Long  Island  City 
and   vicinity   who   is   interested   in   the 
International   Sunshine   Society's  work 
and    who   will   promise   to   do   at   least 
one    kind    deed    a    month    that    can    be 
reported  as  dues,  is  requested  to  send 
name  and  address   to  Mrs.  Furman  at 
Division      Headquarters,     121     Hooper 
street.      As    soon    as   we    can    get    ten 
such   names,   a  meeting  will   be  called 
and   we   will  proceed   to   elect   officers. 
Our    Sunshine    branches    are    organ-  i 
ized   in   such   a  way   that   there   is   no 
"red    tape."       Branches    can    meet    as  \ 
often    as     they    care     to,     and  '  adopt  , 
whatever   line   of   work   appeals  to  its 
members;    but  no  meetings  are  neces- 
sary if  the  members  cannot  spare  the, 
time     to     meet.       It    can     then     be    a 
branch  in   which  the  work  is  accomp- 
lished    through     the     efforts     of     each  i 
member    individually    instead     of    col- 
lectively. 

We  can  have  such  a  good  sunshiney  ; 
time    when    we    get    together   to    form 
our    branch.       Mrs.    Furman    will    per- 
sonally   attend    the    meeting   and    help 
in    the    organization.       There    will    be 
a  name   to   select   for   the   branch  and 
the     special     object     for     which     the  : 
branch  intends  to  work.      It  has  been 
suggested    by   a   worker   at   headquar- 
ters   that    it    ought    to    be    the    "Star"  i 
Sunshine    Branch.       That    sounds    like  ' 
a    good    name,    and    as    there    is    no 
branch    bearing    that    name,    it   would 
be  something   new.   Besides,   its   mem- 
bers   would    naturally    be    readers    of 
the  Star  and  we  could  make  the  edi-  I 
tor    an     honorary    member    with     the  { 
privilege  of  becoming  an  active  mem-  j 
ber   at   any   time.  i 

The  invitation  to  join  the  new 
branch  is  extended  to  everybody,  old 
and  yoitng,  for  Sunshine  keeps  the 
hearts  of  all  of  us  youthful.  If  there 
are  enough  children  accept  the  invi- 
tation, we  will  have  a  junior  branch, 
too. 

Let  us  see  if  we  can  not  get  to 
"work  at  this  organization  at  once. 
We  need  representatives  in  Long  Is- 
land City  and  other  sections  of  the 
borough  to  keep  in  actlv^e  touch   with 


the  Sunshine  work,  and  local  ipem- 
bers  would  enjoy  the  work  of  the  so- 
ciety. 

j  As  names  are  sent  in.  they  will  be 
j  enrolled  in  the  general  Society,  and 
the  branch  will  be  organized  as  soon 
as  the  required  number  is  obtained. 
A  mernbership  card  will  be  sept  to 
acknow'ledge  the  receipt  of  the  name 
of  the  new  applicant  to  the  Sunshine 
Society. 

With  the  name  and  address  be  sure 
to  state  what  kind  act  you  have  done 
to  entitle  you  to  membership.  By  a 
kind  act,  we  mean  anything  that  has 
brought  a  smile  to  some  face,  some- 
thing that  has  made  some  one  happy 
or  a  gift  sent  to  cheer  some  lonely 
shut-in  life. 

There  are  no  money  dues  unless  the 
member  desires  to  make  financial 
help  the  kind  deed  that  pays  his 
dues.  When  Sunshine  makes  calls 
for  money,  it  is  not  as  a  tax  upon 
any  one.  but  a  means  of  showing 
those  interested  how  they  can  help  in 
a  practical  way  if  they  are  interest- 
ed to  the  extent  of  giving.  Such 
requests  are  not  intended  for  any 
only  such  as  are  ready  to  respond. 
It  is  not  Sunshine  to  give  away  or 
"pass  on"  the  thing  needed  or  even 
wanted  for  yourself.  It  ceases  to  be 
sunshine  when  the  giving  causes  ever 
so  slight  a  heartache. 

Workers  at  headquarters  are  won- 
dering who  will  be  the  first  to  apply 
for  membership  in  the  contemplated 
Long  Island    City   Branch? 

Work  Accomplished  Elsewhere 
Brooklyn  Branch  No.  5  held  its 
opening  meeting  for  the  autumn 
season  on  Wednesday  afternoon  at 
the  home  of  Mrs.  E.  P.  Campbell  in 
Hooper  street,  Brooklyn.  A  large  por- 
tion of  the  membership  was  present 
and  responded  to  roll  call  of  the 
president,  Mrs.  Joseph  Poole,  who 
presided. 

Work  accomplished  during  the  sum- 
mer was  reviewed  and  plans  for  the 
winter  were  considered.  The  branch 
pledged  $5  toward  the  Christmas  As- 
sociation work,  $5  toward  Christmas 
dinners,  and  fifty  dressed  dolls.  Mem- 
bers voliinteered  to  dress  the  dolls, 
and  the  holiday  work  began  in  earn- 
est. 

Mrs.  Frank  Curtiss,  of  Franklin 
avenue,  Brooklyn,  formerly  of  Man- 
hattan, was  received  into  the  mem- 
bership of  the  branch.  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth L.  Hill,  of  New  York  City  Branch 
No.   1.   was  a  guest   at  the  meeting. 

At  the  close  of  the  business  of  the 
branch.  Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C.  Furman, 
president  of  the  Southern  Division, 
gave  an  interesting  talk  on  the  sum-, 
mer     fresh     air    work,     telling    of    the! 


work  at  the  Bridgeport  Fresh  Air 
Home,  day  outings  and  the  many 
pleasant   little   excursions. 

Refreshments  were  seryed  by  the 
hostess,  and  the  usual  hour  of  social 
intercourse  was  enjoyed.  Mrs.  Eben 
P.  Morford  offered  to  entertain  the 
branch   at   its  next  meeting. 

Among  those  present  at  the  opening 
of      the      branch      orere:      Mrs.      Fred 
Thompson,    secretary;     Mrs.    Eben    P. 
Morford.     treasurer;      Mrs.     Laura     T. 
folwell.   Mrs.   George  ^V.   Bulm<^r.   Mrs.  . 
Orlando  A.  Wood.  .ir..  Mrs.  1j.  L.  TDia'z.i 
Mr.e.   Harriet  Jenkins.   Mrs.   GeorRviH.- 
Wilkinson.       Mrs.      Wi"iam      Prar^'ord. 
Mrs.    Mary    Carroll.    Mi?s    S.    L.    R-^y- 
nolds.   Mrs.   Frank  Curtiss.   Mrs.   W.   1^. 
Poynton.    Mrs.    A.    C.    Seixas.    Mr.'.    J. 
H.    Preat'^r.    Mrs.    Louise    Mead.     :^Trs. 
Charles    Kissam.     Mrs,    J.    L.    McCul- 
\o-^.  ^^rs.  James  Durn. 

The  October  recoDtion  at  the  Sun- 
shine Home  for  Blind  Babies  will  be 
held  at  llir  liUlliM.  '^!Jifem'.l--Fourth 
street  and  Thirteenth  avenue.  Dyker 
Heights,  on  Mondav,  October  5th, 
from  2  to  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
Everybody  is  invited  to  come  and 
have  a  cup  of  tea  with  the  babies. 

Hope  Sunshine  Branch,  of  which 
Miss  Emma  J.  Wilson  is  the  presi- 
dent, held  a  "welcome  home"  meeting 
on  Friday  afternoon,  at  the  home  oi 
the  vice-president,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Fields, 
42  Garden  Place,  Brooklyn,  A  large 
portion  of  the  m.embers  of  the  branch 
were  present,  and  all  seemed  enth  • 
siastic  about  the  plans  for  the  work 
of  the  coming  year.  All  agreed  to 
do  more  for  the  spread  of  the  go.spel 
of  good  cheer.  One  important  step 
taken  by  the  branch  was  the  decision 
to  contribute  $10  toward  the  work  of 
thp  Sunshine  Christmas  Tree  Asso- 
ciation' instead  of  the  annual  gift  of 
$5. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  members  in 
October,  plans  for  the  celebration  of 
the  sixth  anniversary  of  the  branch 
v/ill  be  adopted.  Election  of  officers 
will  take  place  at  the  October  meet- 
ing. 

The  blind  children  are  very  sensi- 
tive to  the  mental  condition  about 
them  and  so  much  depends  upon  the 
tone  alone  of  the  teacher's  voice 
whether  or  not  she  gets  their  interest 
and  response.  It  takes  a  good  teacher 
tofmake  them  see  with  their  fingers 
anfi  awaken  their  minds  to  see  beau- 
tiful pictures — pictures  as  complete 
in  thfir  beauty  as  those  seen  with 
the  physical  eye. 

The  pictures  of  our  blind  babies 
tell  a  wonderful  story  of  their  devel- 
opment. Our  trained  babies  love  the 
pet  Persian  cats.  Their  little  hands 
£each    out    gladly    for    the     toys^  and 


Rifts   offered  "tTfelTf: TlTey'JbTfi   in  ' tTi§^ 

little   rhythm    j^ames.    keeping   time   to 

the    songs.       But    sad    indeed    are    the 

little  souls  when  they  enter  our  home. 

Iti   the    playroom    they   sit   like    blocks 

of    wood    on    chairs — each    baby     apnr 

pears  to  feel  that  he  is  the  only  child 

in    the    room.       He    has    no    love   even; 

for    the    faithful,    tende^    nurse.       He 

has   no  .faith   in   anything.      Often  we 

have      taken      babies     eight     and     ten 

months    old    who    have    never    smiled. 

"We    are    what    oiy    life    makes    us." 

What  has  a  dear  lit'tle  baby  who  has 

I  had     five     or     six    operations     on    the 

^  eyes    and    perhaps    had    an    eye    taken 

(  oi^t,  known  of  joy?      To  overcome  all 

[  this   one    must  know  how    to   proceed. 

The  work  is  not  easy;   it  is  slow  work 

during  the  whole  of  the  first  year. 

i      There    is    no    society    in    the    world 

like  our  society.      Every  piece  of  fur- 

1  niture,  every  article  of  clothing  in  our 

house,    is    an    expTession    of    the    love 

that   saves. 

When  we  started  nearly  four  years 
ago  with  a  canary  bird,  two  kinder- 
garten chairs  and  one  little  girl,  we 
j  did  not  realize  that  in  so  short  a  time 
I  we  would  have  the  beautiful  home  at 
Dyker  Heights  filled  to  overflowing 
with  blind  boS's  and  girls  who  have 
so  thoroughly  awakened  that  eight, 
have  been  graduated  and  five  more 
wHl  graduate  and  enter  the  New  York 
school  with  the  opening  of  the  pres- 
ent  school   year. 

Sunshine  makes  rapid  strides;  but 
as  we  look  back  over  the  progress  of 
our  work  it  is  with  hearts  full  of 
gratitude  to  those  who  have  stood  by 
us  so  faithfully,  and  paved  the  way 
for  our  onward  march.  We  have 
accomplished  much,  but  there  is  a 
large  work  still  before  us.  Sunshine 
never  is  discouraged.  While  the  dif- 
ficulties in  the  way  seem  unsur- 
mountable,  we  know  there  is  an  open 
'  path  somewhere  that  leads  us  to  the 
accomplishment  of  all  that  is  neces- 
sary to  make  our  Home  complete  in 
its  equipment  for  the  thorough  devel- 
opment of  these  children  that  come  to 
us  from  all  over  the  world.  It  is  not 
our  work  alone.  >It  belongs  to  you 
as  well  as  to  your  neighbor.  If  your 
child  is  blind,  you  need  the  Sunshine 
Home  for  Blind  Babies  personally.  1\ 
your  child  has  beautiful  seeing  eyes 
that_  laugh  into  yours  and  make  th( 
:  world  brighter  for  you,  then  be  thank- 
ful for  the  great  blessing  of  sight; 
and  be  ready ,  to  lend  a  hand  to  lift! 
up  those  other  children  whose  only  I 
.sight  is  mental  and  whose  physical' 
vision  comes  through  their  sensil 
well-trained  fingers. 
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Sunshine  lYfeetings 

Buffalo  Women  Asked  to  Aid  in  Pay- 
ing Off  New  York  City  Mortgages. 
Blind  Babies  Will  ^f-  Mji^ntained 


^»T^^  State 
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^S.  irP.^'^'^l  ^Jiterest  to  Sunshine  Wo- 
Ho^  n^^'J^^f^.  ^"  ^^^  Bll^^i  Babies' 
±lomt  conducted  in  Brooklyn  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Sunshine  Society?  is  thi 
thi''/"2f"/^"  furnished  by  Senator  Hill! 
tliat    at    the    last    session    of    the    New 

Sn^'of^'.^'^^  ^^^*^i^^"^^  ^^  appr'oprfaT 
tion  of   $1  a  day  for  each  child,  to  the 

tSV'jSLfJ^h'^'?^^^''^  ^^«  «^ade  fo? 
the  Blind  Babies'  Home. 


liTookU-n,    H.H.    tSLt^le. 
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1  DAY,  DECEMBER  19, 
FOII  DLl  DABIES  HDME 
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to     Raise     $50,000     to 
Clear  Off  Itidebted- 
ness. 


PROMINENT  WOMEN  TO  HELP. 


Every   Street   Will    Me   Patrolled   by 

Workers  for  International 

Sunshine  Society. 


The  all-Brooklyn  Tag  Day.  which  is 
being  arranged  for  by  the  International 
Sunshine  Society  for  December  19.  Is  one 
phase  of  the  effort  to  raise  $50,000  with- 
in   the    next    six    months      to     clear     oft" 


•5^".. 


all  (he  burdens  now  restinej  on  the  Sani- 
tarium and  Rest  Home  in  Benson- 
•burst,  and  to  make  more  secure  the  pro- 
vision for  the  Blind  Babies  Home  on 
Dyker  Heights,  as  well  as  to  perma- 
nently assure  to  the  society  the  oppor- 
tunity of  caring  for  any  emergency  case 
in   its   hospital. 

The  organization,  which  has  its  head- 
quarters at  96  Fifth  avenue,  Manhattan, 
has  Diiost  of  its  New  York  State  Institu- 
tions in  Brooklyn,  and  not  a  cent  cop- 
tributed  on  Tag  Day  will  be  spent  but- 
side  this  borough. 

The  International  Sunshine  Society  is 
as  praud  of  its  bookkeeping  as  of  the 
work  it  is  doing.  It  has  no  paid  officers, 
keeps  a  record  of  every  cent  received 
from  any  source,  and  its  open  books 
showing  receipts  and  expenditures  are 
regularly  audited  by  public  accountants. 
As  the  Eagle  has  told,  the  Tag  Day 
money,  given  by  the  citizens  to  the  child 
or  young  \<roman  collector  will  go  into 
a  wooden  box  to  be  opened  at  the  end 
of  the  day  by  the  Borough  Bank  after  the 
box  has  been  turned  in  to  the  chaperon 
of  the  band  to  which  the  collector  be- 
longs, and  has  been  taken  by  automobile 
to  the  bank. 

From  Greenpoint  to  Gowanus  and  from 
East  New  York  to  Coney  Island,  every 
busy  'street  will  be  patrolled.  Every  box 
given  out  will  be  accompanied  by  a  lot 
of  the  tags,  for  the  chaperon  to  dis- 
tribute to  her  workers.  The  chaperon 
becomes  responsible  for  her  boxes. 
/  Mrs.  Lewis  Luckenback  of  State  street 
is  one  of  the  patronesses  of  Tag  Day. 
She  has  long  been  an  active  member  of 
the  society.  In  the  Eastern  District  Mrs. 
John  H.  Teves,  Miss  Anna  L.  McFarland 
and  Mrs.  Louis  B.  Campbell  make  a  little 
group  of  Avorkers,  for  years  identified 
with  Branch  No.  5.  Two  women  outside 
of  Brooklyn,  well  knoWn  in  the  field  of 
letters,  are  helping— Miss  Grace  L.  Fur- 
niss,  and  Miss  Marietta  Holley,  better 
known,  perhaps,  as  "Josiah  Allen's  Wife." 
Miss  Alice  Fischer  (Mrs.  William  Har- 
court),  former  president  of  "Twelfth 
Night,"  will  help,  too.  She  is  one  of  a 
number  of  theatrical  and  operatic  stars 
who  have  been  touched  by  the  Blind 
Babies. 

Little  Emma,  whose  special  gift  is 
music,  is  a  favorite  of  Oscar  Hammer- 
stein,  who  makes  her  a  guest  with  her 
chaperon  in  his  opera  house  every  Sat- 
urday. 

Mme.  Melba  has  for  months  been  sell- 
ing her  autographs  for  the  Babies'  bene- 
fit. Jamos  Forbes., author  of  "The  Chorus 
Lady."  sent  $50  only  the  other  day.  Rose 
Stahl  $100  and  William  Harris,  theatri- 
cal manager,  $100.  Mrs.  Oscar  Hammer- 
fetein.  William  C.  DeMille.  author  of  "The 
Warrens  of  Virginia"  ; Edmund  Breeze  of 
the  "Lion  and  the^  Mouse"  company; 
Otis  Skinner.  Frank  V.  Strauss,  publisher 
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of  theatrical  programmes;  Joseph  Phy- 
sloc.  scenic  artist;  Edgar  Selwyn.  May- 
nard  Walte,  HoUis  Cooley,  Henry  B. 
Harris,  owner  of  the  Hudson  Theater, 
and  Mrs.  Harris,  who  has  been  influen- 
tial in  collecting  $700.  Augustus  Pltou, 
jr.,  Joseph  Buckley,  Mr.  Skinner's  mana- 
ger; Samuel  Meyers,  Maude  Adams' 
manager;  Charles  Klein,  author  of  "The 
Music  Master,"  and  Oliver  Doud  Byron, 
have  made  contributions. 

Mrs.  Richard  Mansfield,  who  has  raised 
more  to  pay  off  the  debt  on  the  Blind 
Babies  Home  than'  anyone  else,  heads 
what  is  jocularly  called  a  syndicate  of 
mothers  caring  especially  for  little 
Michael,   one   of  the  blind  children.  -; 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  of 
indorsement  from  the  Rt.  Rev.  David  H. 
Greer: 

"October  24,  1908. 
"I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  testify  to  the 
fact  that  the  International  Sunshine  So- 
ciety meets  a  distinct  need  in  ministering 
to  and  caring  for  the  blind  children  of 
this   city  and  elsewhere. 

"On    general    principles    I    am    opposed 

I  to  the  multiplication  of  societies;  but 
yours  is  one  whose  work  is  not  dupli- 
cated by  any  other,  and  I   trust   that  you 

..^ill    be   successful   in   securing   the   funds 

^necessary  for  its  maintenance. 

)\    "Believe  me,  very  sincerely  yours. 
:^  "DAVID  H.  GREEft." 


Wom|i   Who   Will    Aid    on   Tag   Day. 


Alice  Fischer.   Mrs.   L.   Luckenbach  Miss  G.  L.  Furness   Marietta    Holley 


A  number  of  prominent  Avomen  will  aid 
in  the  all-Brcoklyn  Tag  Day. which  is  beiug 
arranged    by   the   In- 
ternational    Sunshine 
Society     for     Decem- 
ber   19.        An     effort 
Is      being      made     to 
raise     $50,000     within 
the    next    six   months 
to    clear    off    all     the 
burdens,  now    resting 
|n      the      sanitarium 
jbid     rest     home     lu 
ensonhursl,  and     to 
lake     more       secure 
provision       for 
le        Blind       Babies 
:er 
as 
permanently     as- 
re    to    the     society 
le     opportunity       of 
iring  for  any  emer- 
ncy       case     in     its 
)spital. 

Mrs.   Lewis  Lucken- 
Jack    of  State  street  ^jgs    McFarland  i 

one  of  the  patron- 
ises of  Tag  Day.  In  the  Eastern  Dls-  | 
:lct  Mrs.  John  H.  Teves,  Miss  Anna  L. 
IcFarland  and  Mrs.  Louis  B.  Campbell 
Uke  a  little  group  of  workers,  for  years 
lentifled  with  Branch  No.  5.  Two 
romen  outside   of   Brooklyn,   well  known 
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Vlrs.  J.  H.  Teves.  Mrs.  L.  B.  Campbell 

in  the  field  of  letters,  are  helping— M-iss 
I  Grace  L.  Furniss  and  Miss  Marietta 
I  Holley,  better  known,  perhaps,  as  "Joslah 
I  Allen's  Wife."  I^Iiss  Alice  Fischer  Mrs. 
i  William  Harcourt),  former  president  of 
i  Twelfth  Night,  will  help,  too. 
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^  AID  BLIND  BABIES. 

Mantell    Dramatic    Society    Gives    aj 
Farce  for  tl^  Benefit  of  Sight- 
leisl  Infants. 
A^■  aual    prospect    of    having    ai 

i(k jolly  evoDiiTR  and  aiding  a.  worthy  charity,] 
several    hundred    person   traveled    to   De-i 
,  corior  Hall,  on  Gates  avenue,   near  Reid, 
last  evening  to  witness   the  dramatic  of- 
fering  of  the    Mantell   Dramatic   Society, 
made  up  of  young  folk  living  in  the  up- 
town  district.     The   Mantells   have   made 
a    name    for    themselves    that    compares 
with    any   of    the   younger   amateur   dra- 
matic   organizations,    and    as    the    profits 
from    the    sale    of    tickets    were    for    the 
sake  of  the  blind  fcaibies,  who  live  in  the 
^beautiful    home    in     Dyker      Heights,    in 
charge  of  the  Sunshine  Society,  the  double 
chance  was  too  good   to  miss.     The  hall 
was   crowded   to   the    ^oors.    and   the   ap- 
plause   and    laughter      that      punctuated 
and  at  times  interrupted  the  progreso  of 
the  play  attested  to:  the  fun  fhe  audience 
was    having.      The   amateur    actors    liked 
the   fun,    too.     The   farce   given  by   them 
was   in   three    acts   and    was    called:    "All 
Tangled    Vp."     It   was   one   of   the   "mis- 
taken  Identity"  type,   and  the   process  of 
getting     tangled     and      then,     untangled 
evoked   lots   of  laughter  from  both   sides 
of    the    footlights.      The    Mantells    have 
been  in  existence  a  year.     It  began  with 
a  few  membeng  of  the  "W,  G.  Cluib,"  con- 
nected with  the  East  New  York  Reformed 
Church,    and    then    with    more    memliers 
coming  in,  it  'branched  out  into  a  separate 
organization. '"  It    now    numbers   24,    and 
In  each  of  the  plays  it  h?s  given  it  aids 
same    worthy    cause.      The    work    "by    the 
members  who  are  all   young  is  good  and 
last  evening,  under  the  coadhing  of  Otto 
Bc£s,    they    did    splendldQy.      In    the    cast 
v.-ere:  Howard  E.  Brown,  Robert  Wetzler, 
John  Schliesman,  C.  William  Hamm,  Wil- 
liam Hamm,   William   Price,    Mis!3  Minnie 
Wetzler,  Miss  Lydia  Wetzler,  Miss  Agnes 
Boss. 

The  members  include  the  Misses.  Agnes 
Boss,  Marion  Cook,  Anna  Gilmore,  Elsie 
Hanft,  Amy  Kendall,  Emma  Koiser,  Min- 
nie Wetzler,  Belle  Wetzler,  Annie  Wetz- 
ler, LydJa  Wetzler,  Kate  Wilson,  Ade- 
line Wagitie,  Howard  E.  Brown,  Otto  Boss, 


'Richard  Bower.  C.  Wi  1 11  afrnTamm;  Law- 
rence Keiser,  James  McKee,  William  M. 
Price,  Charles  Reichardt,  M.  C.  Rich- 
ards. Frank  Shut  tie  worfh,  John  E. 
Schliesman.    Robert    Wetzler. 

The  officers  of  the  society  are:  Howard 
E.    Brown,    President;    Miss   Minnie   Wet- 

I  nler,  Vice  President;  C.  William  Hamm. 
Hcretary;     Miss     Bella    Wetzler,     Treas- 
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Girls  and  Boys  aird  Women  Will 

Watch  for  You,  and  You 

Can't  Escape. 


IF  CAUGHT,  YOU  MUST  PUT  UP. 


But  It's  All  for  the  Blind  Babies  of 

the  Sunshine  Home^non^ho 

Could  Refuse? 


All  Brooklyn  will  engage  in  a  monster 
game  of  lag  to-morrow,  and  if  any  one 
escapes  being  "It"  he  can  only  blame 
himself,  for  it  will  be  his  fault  if  he  does 
not  get  into  the  game.  And  being  "It"  is 
in  a  way  an  honor,  for  every  one  who  is 
t-aught  and  plays  the  game  properly  will 
give  something  ^o  help  the  work  of  tak- 
ing cafe  of  the  poor  helpless  little  blind 
babies  in  the  home  dedicated  to  them  on 
Dyker  Heights.  There  is  something  pa- 
thetic behind  the  game  which  will  be 
played  with  such  zest  to-morrow,  for 
these  babies  themselves  can  never  play 
the  rousing,  whooping  game  of  tag,  which 
is  one  of  the  chief  delights  of  healthy, 
clear-eyed,  romping  youngsters.  .   ,, 


imam: 


However,    whllo    the    knowledge    of   this 
charity  will    be    brought  home   to   every- 
one   in    Brooklyn     to-morrow,    the    fun   of 
the  thing  will  outdo  the  pity,  and  the  re- 
isult     should   be   a   stirring   of   the   heart- 
strings and  a  loosing  of  the  purse  strings 
which   will    roll    up    a   good   sum    for   the 
work.     And   there  may   be  as  many  kinds" 
of  funmaking  as  there  are  people   on   the 
streets.     For  you   may   run   away   from  a 
pretty  girl,   if  you  wish,  and  let  her   run 
after  you  until  she  catches  you,  and  tags  i 
you  If  &he  can.     Or  if  you  are  too  portly 
to    run)  or   too   dignified,   you    can   dodge,! 
turn  or  jump  on  a   car.     But   you  cannot' 
escape. 

For  there  will  be  thirty-five  hundred 
girls,  and.  boys  also,  arm-ed  w'ith  their 
little  tags  and  -  their  collection  boxes, 
and  they  will  rush  at  you  from  doorways, 
from  store  entrances,  from  behind  bar- 
I'els.and  boxes,  the  most  unexpected  as 
V^ell  as  the  most  obvious  places,  and  you 
^ill  feel  a  tug  at  your  coat  sleeve  or 
your  coat  tails,  and  you  will  be  "It." 
'  You  may  be  able  to  dodge  the  children^ 
In  your  own  neighborhood,  if  you  wish,, 
ilthough  a  well  organized  ba\id  of  play-' 
3rs  will  lay  for  you  on  'every  street  cor-| 
aer  from  Greenpoint  to  East  New  York, 
t)ut  if  you  do  you  will  be  caught  some- 
where downtown.  If  you  prefer  to  be 
captured  by  a  pretty  sorority^  girl  from 
Erasmus  Hall  you  are  advised,  in  confi- 
dence, of  course,  to  take  a  walk  in  the 
Heights  section,  where  seventy-five  girls 
from  the  Phi  Beta  Sigma  Sororiry  will  do 
their  best  to  win  your  heart  and  coax 
.something  from  your  pocketbook.  You 
i  are  not  restricted  to  any  amount,  but 
you  can  give  a  dollar  or  ten  dollars,  or 
you  can  give  ten  cents.  Then  you  will 
"belong,"  and  by  wearing  your  tag  on 
your  coat  you  will  Inform  all  the  other 
Sun.'hine  workers  that  you  are  immune.  1 
'.  Of  cours'e,  if  you  see  a  very  attractive 
looking  person,  or  a  dear  little  girl  who 
looks  as  if  she  had  not  been,  able  to  tag' 
^any  fleet-footed  people,  there  is  nothing 
to  prevent  your  putting  your  tag  lu  your 
:pocket  and  being  captured  over  again. 
■  It  would  never  do.  however,  for  all 
these  girls  to  play  on  the  street  and 
speak  10  every  stranger  they  meet  with- 
out some  sort  of  supervision,,  and  for 
that  reason  scores  of  "chaperones"  v.ill' 
accompany  them.  Bach,  band  will  have 
its  chapeione.  and  at  the  end  of  the 
day's  work,  these  women  will  collect  all 
the  boxes  and  load  them  into  automo- 
biles in  which  they  will  be  taken  to  the 
bank.       There    v/ill    be    ten      automobiles 


ifieurryins;  about    town  to-noorrow  engaged 
jin    collecting,   all    loaned   for   the    day   by 

farious  prominent  people  and  automobile 
rms. 
The  girls  will  not  have  a  monopoly  of 
Ithe  good  work.  They  will  be  closely 
[seconded  by  the  boys.  On  the  Park 
iSlope.  for  instance,  fifty  young  men.  all 
j students,  v.-iil  act  as  Taggers.  They  will 
'have  a  "chaperone."  also,  in  the  person 
of   Miss   Anna    McFarland. 

Another  unusual  feature  will  be  the 
appearance  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eben  V. 
Morford,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 
Scaudlin  as  Avorkers  at  the  Fiatbush  ave- 
nue elevaied  station.  Mr.  Morford  is  the 
superintendent  of  the  Blind  Men's  Home 
on  Gates  avenue,  and  both  he  and  Mr. 
Scandlin  are  totally  blind.  Both  are  ac- 
tive members  of  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society  which  has  organized  the 
system. 

The    news    of    Brooklyn's    big    game    of 

tag    has    spread,    and    both    Jamaica    and 

Rockvilie    Centre    will     have     games     of 

their  own.     Mrs.  Orvietta  Benson,  of  Ja- 

iraaica,  insisted  on  getting  boxes  and  tags 

for  ten  young  women  of  her  society,  and 

iMiss   Alice    Quinn,    of     Rockvilie    Centre, 

'^at    the    h«ad    of    a    band    of    Aunt   Jean'S" 

Eagle   Juniors,   refused   to   be   left  out   la 

tho   cold.     They  were    accommodated,   but, 

with   these    exceptions    the    tagging   is    to 

be  all  in.  Brooklyn. 

The    list    of    workers    and    the    chaper- 

c^nes,   all   working  under   the   direction   of 

Mrs.    Cynthia   Westover    Alden.    President 

teneral  •  of    the      International    Sunshine 

Society,   who   has  been   for   two   weeks   at 

•ork    perfecting    the    great    organization. 

is    too    long    to    print    to-daj'.      However, 

ine   worker,    who   started   to    play   in   ad- 

fvance,      disregarding     tho    rtiles      of    the 

game,   deserves    to    be    held   up   to   public 

view-.     He    is  Thomas   Toby  of  the   Hotel 

Margaret,      and    unwary    visitors      to    the 

hotel  would  better  watch  out  for  him.  He 

tagged  John  Arbuckle  yesterday,  and  Mr. 

.  Arbuckle   paid   ?20   for   his   tag.      He    also 

donated  a  lot  of  coffee  bags   in  which  tc 

send   out    the   boxes    lo    the    various    sta- 

|tions. 

The  stores,  the  theaters,  the  elcvatcc 
stations,  the  streets,  the  armories,  anc 
all  places  of  public  resort  and  amusf^ 
ment  will  be  licensed  playgrounds  to- 
morrow. The  great  .Vmerican  game  of 
tag  will  be  played  right  merrily,  andii 
the  bounty  of  the  people  of  Brooklyn  will 
be  put  to  the  test.  Snow,  nor  rain,  nor 
hail  Avill  prsvent  the  playing  of  the 
game,  and  if  will  be  called  only  on  ac- 
count of  darkness. 
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"ORCHESTRA,"   BLIND    BABIES'    HOME,   BROOKLYN 

Rfr^€lY'  much  interest  .  has  been 
ardlised  by  an  article  in  October 
Everybody's  Magazine  on  the  work  of 
the  New  York  ■  Association  for  the 
Blind  and  others  who  are  endeavor- 
ing to  Improve  the  condition  of  these 
handicapped  citizens.  Not  only  for 
the  adult  blind  are  oppailunitie^  be- 
ing presented  for  bettering  their  con-  j 
dition,  but  also  some  notable  phil-  , 
anthropic  work  has  been  doi^e  in  a 
quiet  way. 

In  a  pleasant'new  part  of  Brooklyn, 
by  the  eltorts  of  'Jynthia  Westover 
Alden-  founder  and  promoter  of  the 
Sunshine  Society,  a  home  for  blind 
J  babies  has  bjc'  'r  '  1  and  kept.  In 
1  operation.  Hero  a  little  company  of 
I  sixteen  or  eighteen  happy  little  ones 
i  are  cared  for  and .  tfaight,  a  kinder- 
garten being  provided  and  in  it  a 
member  of  the  city  teachmg  force  is 
employed.  Nearly  all  of  the  children 
shown  in  the  picture  are  blind  from 


^Di?BH5a!m!aT^PE!nFofT?r  Twelve  cr 

more  lives  from  which  the  light  ha'; 
be€rn  shut  out — hopelessly  blind  from 
neglect.  Anybodj^'s  bat»y  may  be  sim 
ilarly  afflicted.  Let  it  be  everywhere 
known  that  a  simple  remedy  and 
some  care  may  be  all  that  is  neces- 
sary to  save  one-third  of  infantile 
blindness. 
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Worl^ng  for  Oiiiers 

lara  ue|ru<BVtIy  adverse  Ci'iticlsms 
thJThilJjri^fiiool  fi'aternlties  and  sorori- 
[68,  %nd  seldom  a  srood   word  is  spoken 
their  behalf.    But  there  are  occasions 
hen  some  of  these  organizations  of  boys 
id   girlB— more    especially   the   girls— do 
mething  for  which  they  should  be  corn- 
ended,    A  correspondent  has   written  a 
tter  to  the  editor.  In  which  she  speaks 
«f  the   good   work  done   on  Saturday   for 
he  International  Sunshine  Society's  lalind 
abieft  fund,  and  says:  ^tmmmm 

"I   ^f^f«nt   to    e.speclally     Bpea,k     of    the 
oartfeit   sympathy  and  good   work  done 
y  the  Phi  Beta  Sigma  Sorority  of  Era«- 
QU8  Hall.     I   am  a  college  sorority  girl, 
nd    in    my   estimation    these    girls    from 
Crasmus    Hall    have    the    true    fraternity 
pirit.      Fraternities    and    sororities    are 
nost  generally  thought  of  as  societies  to 
which  girls  and  boys  belong  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  pleasure.    Now  I  hope  that  tlie 
many  fathers  and  mothers  who  denounce 
these  societies  will  see  their  worth.  I  was 
'tagged'   by   one   of   the    pretty  Phi   Beta 
Sigma  girls,  And  I  wondered  myself  'how 
many  sorority  girls  really  would  do   the 
good   that   these   g'rls  are   doing  to-day?' 
Mot  many,  1  am  afraid.    Their  pride  would 
be   injured.     However,    I   am   glad   to  see 
th.at  sororities  still  have  good  and  sensi- 
ble   girls." 

But  Erasmus  Hall  has  not  a  monopoly 
Df  such  girls.  Zeta  Chapter  of  Zeta  Pi 
Sorority,  at  Jamaica.  High  School,  is  com- 
posed of  girls  who  also  think  of  others, 
^ven  if  they  have  a  good  time.  A  w^ek 
5r  so  ago  the  chapter  gave  a  dance  for 
tfte  benefit  of  the  Jamaica  Benevolent  As- 
sociation, and  $50  has  been  turned  over  to 
|t,  to  provide  Christmas  dinners  for  poor 
people,    who    might    not    otherwise   know 
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:hat  Chriatmaa   had   come.     The   following! 
nembers   of    the    sorority     were     instru-j 
Mental    in    making   the   -affair    a   suocessrl 
Viae  McLaughlin.  Mabel  L.  Ryerson,  Alma 
*Vard,   Cornelia   A.   Eldrrt,   Edna   Maeder, 
iilda  A.   Walter.  Frances  C.  McLaughlin, 
vladeline  Faber,  Emily  M.  Smith.  Leonora 
il.  McGuire,  Made  L.   Messenger,   Mildred 
•:.    Keyser,    Edna      D.    Johnson,      Juunlta 
Jrown  and  Florence  Maeder. 
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